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Abstract 

This study evaluated the principles of Nigeria’s foreign policy since 

1960. These principles include: Non-alignment; Equality of all 

States; Non-interference in the domestic affairs of other states, 

Multilateralism and Afrocentrism. The methodology of the study 

was based on secondary sources of data collection. Data obtained 

from textbooks, journals, articles, news papers and other online 

materials were analyzed by descriptive method, while the theory of 

Manifest Destiny was adopted. The findings showed that while these 

principles have helped in shaping Nigeria’s relations with the 

outside world over the years, there are inconsistencies in their 

application; additionally some of them do not reflect the trend and 

current realities locally and internationally. For instance, Nigeria 

professed non-alignment during the cold war era but was committed 

to the Western led bloc with respect to issues in Africa and beyond. 

Also the principle of afrocentrism has been adopted to the detriment 
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of her very own citizens. Till date, Nigeria has continued to bear the 

burdens of Africa without commensurate rewards whereas the 

majority of her citizens experience, on a daily basis, poverty, 

diseases, hunger, starvations and deaths. In view of this, the study 

recommends a holistic review of Nigeria’s foreign policy principles 

to be in line with the current realities at the domestic and 

international levels. In addition attention should be given to those 

areas of foreign engagements that will boost the economic fortune of 

the country; instead of focusing on Africa, Nigeria should place 

more emphasis on the welfare of its citizens as it is often said, 

“Charity begins at home”.              

 

Key Terms: Nigeria, Foreign Policy, Afrocentrism, Non-alignment. 

Principles   

 

Introduction  

Foreign policy is often regarded as the basis upon which all international 

relations are conducted. It is usually formulated to meet the goals of 

national interest, which in a real sense relates to those interests that are basic 

to the all-round development politically, economically, socio-culturally and 

psychologically of the particular country (Adeniran, 2007:339). Foreign 

policy principles on the other hand refer to “the how or professed rule 

guiding the decision and action of the state or its government in relating 

with other states in the international system. They also include the 

philosophy underlying a country’s foreign policy which guides her 

decision and action in pursuit of national interest in external relations 

(NOUN, 2015:19). Different principles apply to different states but the 

underlying goals are the same. While some principles are modified due to 

the turn of events at the domestic and global scenes some are retained at 

the whims and caprices of the policy makers.  

The foreign policy principle of the United States, for instance, was framed 

based on the principles of neutrality (Isolationism), the Monroe Doctrine 
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and the Open Door Policy (Khanna, 1996: 235). But as Bemis in Palmer and 

Perkins (2007:647) noted after the First World War some of the principles 

have undergone modification. Conversely, since 1954 China has built her 

foreign policy based on the five principles of peaceful coexistence; mutual 

respect for sovereign and territorial integrity; mutual non-aggression; non-

interference in each other’s internal affairs; equality and mutual benefit and 

peaceful coexistence (Panda, 2014). 

Since independence in1960, Nigeria has maintained a relatively stable 

foreign policy in spite of different governments witnessed over the years. 

Her foreign policy principles have been anchored on Equality of all States; 

Non-alignment; Multilateralism; Non-interference in the Domestic Affairs 

of Other States and Afrocentrism (Akintola in Ezirim, 2010:2). Of these, the 

principle of Afrocentrism has been held to high esteem as concurred by the 

above mentioned author: “Right from independence, African was the 

centre piece of Nigeria’s foreign policy with emphasis on the emancipation, 

development and unity of Africans both within and outside the Continent”. 

This paper shall evaluate the five aforementioned principles of Nigeria’s 

foreign policy right from 1960 when independence was granted to her by 

her erstwhile colonial master, Britain. Attempt will also be made to assess 

the implementation of these principles and the extent of achievement.   

 

Theoretical Framework  

This paper adopts the theory of Manifest Destiny which holds that God has 

bequeathed on certain people the right to lead others. This theory first 

emerged following the publication of John L. O. Sullivan, the Editor of the 

Democratic Party Organ Magazine in 1845 to promote the American 

annexation of Texas and Oregon (Heidler and Heigler, 1853). He stated in 

the New York Morning News of 27th December, 1845 that “the right of our 

‘manifest destiny’ to overspread and to possess the whole of the continent 

which providence has given us for the development of the great experiment 

of liberty and federated self-government entrusted to us (Heidler and 

Heigler, 1853). Albert T. Beveridge, an apostle of this theory once noted 
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thus: “He [God] has made us the master organizers of the world to establish 

system where chaos reigns…. He [God] made us adepts in government that 

we may administer government among savages and senile peoples. 

Theodore Roosevelt, John Cabot Lodge, and John Hay, each in turn 

endorsed with strong sense of certainty the view that Anglo-Saxon 

(American) was destined to rule the world” (Ryser, 1992).  

Like the Americans, Nigerian leaders due to some “favourable’ factors such 

as large population, rich socio-cultural and historical diversity, abundant 

economic fortunes, oil wealth and strong military came to believe that “it 

was the manifest destiny for Nigeria to take the lead and assume the 

credible voice of the continent”(Folarin, 2011:2). Bach (2007:303) adds that 

“ever since the sixties, the messianic reference to a Nigerian leadership in 

conducting the affairs of the African continent have been ingrained in the 

conduct of Nigeria’s foreign policy and external relations”. “With this, 

successive administrations have built a diplomatic case for Nigeria to fulfill 

its own manifest destiny and become the champion of Africa”. It is this 

same belief that has influenced the choice of Nigerian foreign policy 

principles, especially, the ones under consideration. 

 

The Concept of Foreign Policy 

Foreign policy is a concept that is commonly used in the fields of political 

science, history, international relations, diplomacy and the likes to mean 

relationship between one nation state and the other. But for proper 

understanding of the concept, Adnan (2014) has suggested that it is 

necessary to break the concept into foreign and policy. Accordingly, she 

sees Policy as “a decision or a guide of choosing actions to achieve one’s 

goals”. While “Foreign means anything beyond the state, to areas where 

state has no authority over territory and people”. So, when combined, 

foreign policy, simply put is a “guide of choosing actions outside the state 

boundary for achieving goals.” (Adnan, 2014:657-658). Ibrahim and 

Ibrahim (2017:3) have argued that policy may apply to government, private 

sector organizations and groups as well as individuals and states. These 
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they highlighted to include: Presidential executive orders, corporate 

policies, and parliamentary rules. Foreign policy, to Ezirim, (2010:1) is “a 

category of actions a government takes which deals with defence, security, 

international political relations and international economic relations. It is 

the activity whereby a state deals with other states, non-governmental 

organizations, international organizations, and certain individuals”.    

Foreign policy as defined by Adeniran (2007:331) “…consists of three 

elements. One is the overall orientation and policy intention of a particular 

country toward another. The second element is the objective that a country 

seeks to achieve in her relation or dealing with other countries. The third 

element of foreign policy is the means to achieving that particular goal or 

objectives”. Foreign policy also means goals values and different 

instruments which the government uses in making relations with different 

countries. Foreign policy emanates from the interactions at the domestic 

and international environments. And it is more often than not formulated 

particularly for the promotion and defence of national interest which 

include: the preservation of national sovereignty; the defence of territorial 

integrity; the promotion of economic, military and diplomatic interest; the 

increase and maintenance of power and prestige so as to influence 

international events, to communicate ones capability to both potentials and 

actual allies and adversaries (Dauda, 2015:3; Dauda, Adie and Nwokedi, 

2018:81). 

 

Background to Nigeria’s Foreign Policy 

The history of Nigeria’s foreign policy is largely traced to Alhaji Sir 

Abubakar Tafawa Balewa, Nigeria’s first Prime Minister and Head of 

Government from October 1960 to January 1966. It is located in the various 

famous speeches he made before and after Nigeria's independence. These 

speeches include his statement in the House of Representatives on August 

20, 1960; his Independence Day Address on October 1, 1960 and his 

Acceptance Speech on the occasion of Nigeria’s admission into the 

membership of the United Nations in New York on October 8, 1960.  
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In these speeches the fundamental principles that would guide and shape 

Nigeria’s external relations, its posture towards international organizations 

after independence were established.  Nigeria has since pursued its foreign 

policy in the context of these cardinal principles and objectives professed 

by the Prime Minister.  Ajaebili (2011) noted that Scholars have generally 

agreed that the basic principles of Nigeria foreign policy arising from the 

speeches are as follows: 

i. The Principle of Non-Alignment 

ii. Legal Equality of States 

iii. Non-Interference in the Domestic Affairs of all other States 

iv. The Principle of Multilateralism 

v. Africa as the Cornerstone of Nigeria’s External Relations 

(Afrocentrism) 

The above principles were later to be adopted into Section 19 of the 

country’s 1960 independence constitution and have been reviewed and 

sustained over time in the 1999 constitution. According to Section 19(1) of 

the 1999 constitution, the five essential foreign policy concerns of Nigeria 

are: (1) commitment to the principles of non-alignment; (2) respect for the 

legal equality, political independence, sovereignty and territorial integrity 

of all states; (3) respect for the principles of non-interference in the affairs 

of other states; (4) seeking membership of international organizations as a 

means of promoting functional cooperation; and (5) Africa as the center-

piece of Nigeria’s foreign policy ( Olumuyiwa and Ufo Okeke 2015).  

   

Evaluation of Nigeria’s Foreign Policy Principles 

Nigeria’s foreign policy since independence has been analyzed from 

different perspectives. Some scholars contend that Nigeria’s foreign policy 

is constantly in a state of flux as a result of internal and external dynamics 

inherent in various administrations (Anyaele, 2005) others maintain that 

notwithstanding frequent regime changes, that the substance of Nigeria’s 

foreign policy has remained the same. Despite the divergent views of 

scholars about the nature of Nigeria’s foreign policy, the principles that 



Icheke Journal of the Faculty of Humanities                                                                               www.ichekejournal.com 
 

Nigeria Foreign Policy Principles since 1960                7 

have underpinned the country’s foreign policy has remained unchanged. 

Olusanya and Akindele (1986:3-5) agree with the five major principles 

enumerated above  as  having  influenced and guided the conduct of 

Nigeria’s foreign policy. Akintola in Ezirim (2010:2) also identified the five 

basic principles of Nigeria’s foreign policy from independence to include 

Non-alignment, Legal Equality of all States Non-Interference in the 

Domestic Affairs of Other States, Multilateralism and Afrocentrism. These 

principles are treated in details below: 

 

Principle of Non-Alignment 

Non-alignment, according to (Chidozie. 1998:78) “is defined as a new 

approach to the conduct of international relations which reject force, 

balance of power and spheres influence as the basis of international order 

and seeks to institute negotiations, cooperation and peaceful coexistence 

as the dominant mode of inter-state interaction”. In the aftermath of the 

Second World War (WWII), there was cold war between the West and the 

East leading to the division of the war into two ideological camps known 

as capitalism and socialism. While capitalism was led by the US, Socialism 

was headed by Soviet Union (Chandra, 2004). The Third World Countries 

of Africa, Asia and Latin America that were emerging from colonialism 

decided that they would neither belong to the Western nor the Eastern 

bloc. This decision was borne out of the fact that “by keeping aloof from 

great power rivalries they could maintain their independence and have 

friendly relations with all” (Chandra, 2004:283). 

 Nigeria upon independence in 1960 chose to follow this principle in 

conducting her foreign policy as succinctly echoed by the Prime Minister 

Alhaji Tafawa Balewa: “We shall not blindly follow the lead of anyone, so 

far as is possible….We consider it wrong for the Federal Government to 

associate itself as a matter of routine with any of the power blocs” (Ofoegbu, 

1980). According to Morton (2017) there are areas which Nigeria has 

demonstrated the principle of non-alignment. These include the United 

States invasion of Panama and Russia occupation of Afghanistan. In both 



Icheke Journal of the Faculty of Humanities                                                                               www.ichekejournal.com 
 

Nigeria Foreign Policy Principles since 1960                8 

cases, Nigeria didn’t lend her support to any of them. Also Nigeria did not 

only condemn the testing of atomic bomb in the Sahara desert but also 

broke diplomatic ties with France who carried out the test. Again Nigeria 

opened foreign missions with both blocs. In spite of these few 

commitments, scholars are of the opinion that this principle was not 

adequately adhered to by past Nigerian leaders, it was respected more in 

theory than in practice. For instance, Chidozie (1998:71-72) pointed out that 

despite the fact that Nigeria claimed not to align with the west or East, in 

actual sense the country was pro-west as Nigeria gave a grant of 40,000 

pound sterling to Britain to help Britain build her diplomatic mission in 

Lagos without compensation to Nigeria. Also the Balewa’s government 

banned all literatures, including scholarship from the communist countries 

but went ahead to sign the most controversial Anglo-Nigerian Defence pact 

with Britain (Chidozie, 1998:71-72). The Balewa’s administration was 

decidedly anti-communist, commenting further on this, a source recalled 

that:  

When the Soviet embassy was established in Lagos in 1961, 

the number of its diplomatic staff was limited to ten whereas 

no such restriction was placed on the diplomatic missions of 

west European countries or United States of America. The 

Soviet embassy was allocated a paltry figure of five 

diplomatic car plates whereas Britain and the United States 

were entitled to one hundred each. It can therefore, be 

asserted that even the opening of the Soviet embassy was 

grudgingly conceded: a camouflage to the outside world that 

Nigeria was non-aligned (Institute of Army Education cited 

in Ezirim, 2010:3).       

In summary Nigeria violated her non-alignment position, its foreign policy 

was predominantly pro-British and guided by British interests. Balewa 

hardly took any major foreign policy decisions without first consulting the 

British government (Idang, 1973:14). Fawole in (Olumuyiwa and Ufo Okeke 

2015) argued that “even the government of Prime Minister Tafawa Balewa, 
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the progenitor of the idea did little to respect it.” Balewa, he added was “so 

rapidly pro-British and concomitantly pro-Western.” 

 

Principle of Legal Equality of all States 

This principle underlines the assumption that all states are equal in the 

comity of nations with equal opportunity to advance their views and 

interests through the media of International Organizations Ajaebili (2011). 

Nigeria's adoption of this principle has been interpreted to mean the 

expression of Nigeria’s willingness and readiness to conduct its external 

affairs with other states according to the civilized rules of international 

engagement and interaction. Nigeria believed that abiding by and adhering 

to the dictates of international law and civilized rules of behavior is 

imperative to guaranteeing the security of the newly independent but 

relatively weaker states within its sub-region in a world laden with intense 

competition between the eastern and the western powers (Olumuyiwa and 

Ufo Okeke 2015). They further argued that another motivating factor was 

Nigeria’s desire to reassure its contiguous states (Benin, Chad, Niger, and 

Cameroon) and other states in Africa that the country would not at any 

point in time impose its authority on any of its neighbours in Africa. And 

as Balewa puts it: “We shall never impose ourselves upon any other country 

and shall treat every African territory, big or small, as our equal, because 

we honestly feel that it is only on that basis that peace can be maintained in 

our continent.” Given Nigeria's belief in the equality of all states, she has 

been receiving and posting ambassadors to other countries of the world 

without discrimination to size, military or economic strength of the 

countries involved.   

 

Principle of Non-Interference in the Domestic Affairs of Other States 

Non-interference is a principle which places emphasis on states’ 

independence and freedom in the conduct of their internal affairs. The 

principle, by all standards, prohibits Nigeria and other countries from 

unlawful interference in the internal happenings of other states. Nigeria 
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upheld the principle of non-interference in the internal affairs of other 

countries. During the Nigeria Civil War of 1967 – 1970, the then General 

Gowon’s regime maintained that the war was an internal affair and 

therefore vigorously discouraged other countries from encouraging the 

secession of Biafra ( Njoku and Nwafor 1986). 

Nigeria's pledge that her foreign policy will be guided by this principle over 

the years has often been challenged by her commitment to the protection of 

the national interest; a development which often compels the country to 

intervene in its quest to ensure peace amongst and within its contiguous 

states (Olumuyiwa and Ufo Okeke 2015). However, Nigeria appears to 

justify its intervention in the affairs of other nations within the context of 

what Peen Rodt explains as an exercise of the “Responsibility to Protect” 

(R2P). This development seems to be a negation of its policy of non-

interference, though such interventions have been largely carried out in its 

capacity as a non-state actor under the Economic Community of West 

African States Monitoring Group. (ECOMOG), as demonstrated in its 

peace-keeping missions, examples of which include its interventions in the 

Congo in 1960, its support for a number of Southern Africa Liberation 

movements between 1970 and 1994, its role in the resolution of the Liberian 

(1990-2003), the Sierra Leone civil wars (1998-2002), the Dafur Crisis among 

others. 

The principle of non-interference in the domestic affairs of member states 

of the then Organization of African Unity (OAU) was ignored by African 

Union (AU) under  Chief Obasanjo’s leadership of the AU. The principle 

prevented the OAU from  putting pressure on the successive Sudanese 

governments dominated by the Arabs in the northern part of Sudan to stop 

policies that encouraged genocide against its own people, particularly the 

indigenes from the Southern Sudan. This bold step paved the way for the 

AU and other members of the international community to get involved in 

finding a peaceful resolution to the Darfur crisis (Nwokedi, 2017). 

While these moves were aimed at restoring peace many believe that it was 

an “unjustifiable interference in the internal affairs of Liberia” (Ikong, 
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2015:37). The mayhems that took place in Rwanda as well as Kosovo; the 

quest for democracy and; the high cases of human rights abuses have 

generated a global call for a shift from this principle. For instance, 

“International Commission on Intervention and State Sovereignty (ICISS), 

which developed the notion of ‘sovereignty as responsibility’ argued that a 

state has the primary responsibility to protect its population and where it is 

unable to or unwilling to do so, such responsibility would be borne by the 

international community” (Adibe, 2010).  

The Constitutive Act of the Union (the Act) provides for the right of the 

Union, in certain cases, to intervene in a member State and for the right of 

a member State to request such intervention. Article 4 of the Act provides 

for: “(h) the right of the Union to intervene in a Member State pursuant to 

a decision of the Assembly in respect of grave circumstances, namely: war 

crimes, genocide and crimes against humanity”; and “(j) the right of 

Member States to request intervention from the Union in order to restore 

peace and security” 

Thus, there is now a shift from non-interference to non-indifference in the 

internal affairs of a state.    

      

Principle of Multilateralism or Multilateral Diplomacy  

This “involves the coming together of states, usually from three and above 

in conferences, to discuss issues that are of mutual interest to them. 

Multilateral diplomacy creates avenues where by issues of global concerns 

such as environment, climate change, nuclear weapon that requires the 

cooperation of other states to actualize are discussed (Dauda, 2015:3; 

Dauda, Adie and Nwokedi, 2018:8). Olumuyiwa and Ufo Okeke 2015 has 

argued that Nigeria’s subscription to this principle was  influenced by the 

overriding advantage that functional cooperation has over a subscription 

to an African political union which at that time could not guarantee a 

certain future for a newly independent country like Nigeria. It had hoped 

that its commitment to working with other non-state actors would 

guarantee it protection, particularly given the bipolarity that existed at that 
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time. Consequently, Nigeria over the years has demonstrated its support 

for, and commitment to, a host of international organizations, including but 

not limited to the UN, the Commonwealth of Nations, the Organization of 

Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC), the African Union (AU), and the 

Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS).  

Omeje and Aremu (2013:39) agreed that the principle is “premised on the 

idea that if international peace is to be achieved, there is need for consensus 

on the broad range of issues among states”. As a firm believer of the 

principle of multilateralism,  Nigeria, beginning from October 7, 1960 when 

it became the 99th member of the United Nations (Dauda, 2015:3; Dauda, 

Adie and Nwokedi, 2018:128) has expanded its membership across several 

platforms to the extent that today the country’s profile in terms of 

membership of international organizations is remarkably high. The country 

has used this principle to project its foreign policy (national interest) to the 

outside world (Agaba, 2018).  In concrete terms, Nigeria facilitated the 

creation of ECOWAS and OAU and when it was time for OAU to be 

transformed, Professor Adele Jinadu, a Nigerian was one of the six experts 

called upon to draft the AU Constituent Act. Nigeria has equally continued 

to fund the operations of AU and other organizations. For instance, in 2012 

Nigeria was reported to have paid a total of $15million for AU running cost 

(Ashiru, and George, 2013; Dauda, Adie and Nwokedi, 2018:133). Her 

commitment to the Principle of multilateralism made her to request 

aggrieved continental belligerents to always submit to OAU's mediation. 

These include the Guinea-Senegal border dispute, the 1971 Arab-Israeli 

conflict, the civil war in Sudan, tribal massacre in Burundi, recurring border 

clashes between Tanzania and Uganda, conflict between Equatorial Guinea 

and Gabon, and the conflict between Morocco and Mauritania over the 

Spanish Sahara (Sinclair, 1983:7).   

While the adoption of this foreign policy principle by Nigeria is 

commendable, a situation where the country is reported to have joined so 

many international organizations, some of which have limited benefits to 

Nigeria should not be welcomed. At present, Nigeria is a member of 310 
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international organizations owing a backlog of $120 million in membership 

dues and other financial commitment causing serious embarrassment to the 

country before the international community (Awojulugbe, 2017).   

 

Africa as the Cornerstone of Nigeria’s External Relations (Principle of 

Afrocentrism) 

Afrocentrism has placed Africa at the centre of Nigeria’s foreign policy; 

issues regarding African Continent are given utmost attention while 

dealing with world affairs. Ibrahim and Ogbeidi (2010:214) explained that 

“Afrocentrism is a principle in Nigeria’s foreign policy that everything that 

concerns Africa necessarily concerns Nigeria”. This principle was first 

adopted during the Tafawa Balewa’s era and had been reaffirmed by 

subsequent administrations. In the 1980s President Shehu Shagari 

categorically stated that “African remains the cornerstone of Nigeria’s 

foreign policy. My administration is committed to the cause of the total 

liberation of Africa and the abolition of racism in all its manifestations. We 

will neither relax nor relent until all Africans and all black men are free 

(CinClair, 1983:9). 

In line with this principle, Nigeria has worked tirelessly to ensure that 

everything that concerns Africa, including colonialism and apartheid were 

dealt with decisively and promptly through moral, financial and material 

supports. The country stood solidly behind the peoples of South Africa, 

Southern Rhodesia (now Zimbabwe), Namibia etc during their days of 

struggles for black majority rules (Dauda, Adie and Nwokedi, 2018:132). 

The same support was extended to the Popular Movement for the 

Liberation of Angola (MPLA), a national Government that Nigeria 

recognized as against the US and Cuban favourites, the National Union for 

the Total Independence of Angola (UNITA) and National Front for the 

Liberation of Angola (FNLA) respectively. According to the goodwill 

message by the Federal Military Government of Nigeria dated 19th 

December, 1975 to the Peoples’ Republic of Angola, Nigerian Government 

made it clear that: “We Nigeria are committed to the total liberation of the 
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whole of Africa and we will not fold our hands to see our brothers and 

sisters in Angola subjugated, exploited and colonized by the racialists and 

imperialists in South Africa and other supports.” Nigeria nationalized the 

British Petroleum (now African Petroleum) and the Barclays band (now 

Union Bank) for doing business with apartheid regime in South Africa 

(Dauda, Adie and Nwokedi, 2018:132).  

When some African countries such as Congo, Chad, Sudan, Somalia, Mali, 

Sierra Leone, Liberia etc, were involved in conflicts, Nigeria sent troops to 

these African countries to help restore peace. Nigeria single handedly 

sponsored the Economic Community Monitoring Group (ECOMOG) 

mission to Liberia during its conflict which began in 1989 to help in creating 

a ceasefire, set up an interim government and rehabilitate destroyed 

facilities (Ikong, 2015:37). Furthermore, when Portuguese naval forces 

launched an invasion against the Guinea on November 21-22, 1970, Nigeria 

deployed troop to help repel the attack (Omoigui, 2015) because it was 

something that bordered on Africa Continent. Nigeria's continued 

commitment to the implementation of this principle can be seen not only 

through her efforts at peaceful resolution of conflicts in the continent but 

also in the “championing of the struggle to uplift the socioeconomic 

wellbeing of the Africans through continental programmes such as the New 

Partnership for African Development (NEPAD), and African Development 

Bank (ADB) assisted sustainable economic development programmes” 

(Olumuyiwa and Ufo Okeke 2015). They further argued that regardless of 

the successes of this Africa-centered foreign policy concentration the 

implementation has not been without flaws. These flaws were soon to 

become evident in the decline of the country's hitherto strong and viable 

economy as well as the neglect of its own domestic responsibilities, 

specifically the fulfillment of the social obligations expected of a 

government to its people, a culture of poor maintenance, corruption and 

the extensive projects executed by Nigeria in other African countries. For 

example, in Benin Republic, Nigeria, as noted by Osuntokun 2008, in 

Olumuyiwa and Ufo Okeke 2015 was reported to have signed a trade 
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agreement with the country in 1972. This was followed up with the granting 

of an interest-free loan worth approximately $1.2 million, to be repaid over 

a period of twenty-five years, and reconstructing the Idiroko-Porto Novo 

highway—a distance of twenty-four kilometers—uniting the two countries, 

for approximately $1.7 million. Also, in 1989, Nigeria provided $2.5 million 

to Cotonou for the payment of the outstanding salaries owed public 

servants by the Béninois government. This is besides the establishment of 

the two joint ventures in 1975: the Onigolo cement works and the Save 

sugar industry. These projects were undertaken at a time when the country 

was still reeling from the harsh economic effects and huge costs associated 

with the funding of the liberation movements in Southern Africa and the 

cost of prosecuting its own civil war from 1967 to 1970. This earned the 

foreign policy of Gen. Yakubu Gowon the appellation of “Naira Spraying 

Diplomacy.” The commitment of Nigeria to the peace process in Africa 

remains indelible and commendable. Nigeria’s leadership role in the 

resolution of conflicts in Africa goes with heavy human and material costs, 

yet she remains resolute in her commitment to ensure peace and security 

on the continent. It is also noted that Nigeria did all these without 

commensurate rewards. Even  recognition from these countries she fought 

so hard to secure is often denied her as captured by Garba (1987:26) thus: 

“…at the first appearance of MPLA government at the OAU summit in 

Mauritius in July, 1976, Nigeria’s name was conspicuously absent from the 

list of countries to which they publicly paid tribute for assistance in 

achieving their independence”. Till today, South Africans are killing 

innocent Nigerians in the name of xenophobia, forgetting the role that 

Nigeria played in their liberation struggles.  

  

Recommendations 

On the basis of our discussion above, the following recommendations have 

been considered necessary to address the issues raised in the body of the 

study: 
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1. There is an urgent need for a holistic review of the Nigerian Foreign 

Policy principles in order to reflect current realities of the 21st 

century, such review should necessitate a paradigm shift to a more 

Nigeria centered and focused Foreign Policy principles as against 

Afrocentrism. 

2. The principles of non alignment and non interference in the internal 

affairs of other states should be critically reviewed and redefined in 

line with current realities at the domestic, Sub Regional, Regional 

and International levels.  

3. Nigeria's leadership role in the continent and the sub region should 

be sustained but the Government should ensure that national 

interest is not sacrificed at the altar of ''Big Brotherhood'' 

4. The era of “father Christmas” where Nigeria leaders spent the 

country’s funds lavishly in the name of big brother is over. Nigeria 

should therefore pay more attention to her citizens by ensuring that 

they are well-catered for. Primary consideration for any projects 

outside her shores should be of utmost benefit to the interest of 

Nigeria and Nigerians. 

5. Nigeria should reassess its membership of international bodies to 

ensure their relevance to achieving its national interests. A situation 

where the country becomes a member of virtually all international 

entities and ends up stockpiling debt as discussed above should be 

discouraged.            

 

 

Conclusion 

The paper looked at the principles of Nigeria’s foreign policy since 

independence. These principles which constitute a guide and philosophy 

behind which she conducts her external relations were highlighted to 

include: Non-alignment, Legal Equality of all States, Non-Interference in 

the Domestic Affairs of Other States, Multilateralism and Afrocentrism. 

These principles have enabled Nigeria to: ensure the unity peace and 
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security of Africa; fight colonialism and all traces of racism and the likes; 

promote international cooperation through the facilitations of the transition 

from OAU to AU, creation of ECOWAS; promote the concept of sovereign 

equality among others; no doubt these principles have assisted the country 

in relating with the outside world. The general consensus of Foreign policy 

despite its conceptualization from different perspectives is that the business 

of Foreign policy must protect national interest in international politics. 

These interest reflect a country's domestic reality including the survival of 

the nation itself, the enhancement of national security, prosperity or 

economic interests, protection of national prestige/honor, promotion of 

peace, general well being of the citizens. It is noted that Nigeria has not 

enjoyed commensurate benefit for all her sacrifices and commitment to the 

African course. The paper concludes that there is need for a paradigm shift 

in the conceptualization of Nigeria foreign policy with focus on Nigeria, 

Nigeria and Nigeria. As Ajaebili (2011) puts it Trends in this modern age of 

globalization demands that we think globally but first act locally. Nigeria’s 

foreign policy should therefore reflect its domestic economic realities in 

view of the several economic problems that have plagued the country since 

Independence. 
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