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Abstract 
This work “Pentecostal Secularism: The Concern of Modern Society “evaluated the 
alarming rate of religious bigotry and secularism tendencies among Christian 
churches. The social reactions over the unceasingly increase of social vices due to 
the special values attached to wealth accumulations and affluence by the 
Pentecostals as the blessings from God has become a sociological concern. One 
wonders whether the Christian virtues, such as love of neighbours, Self-control, 
self-contentment, humility, and respect for elders and what more are no longer 
necessary for a religious culture. It is against this background that secularism is 
said to have been the product of Pentecostalism. This work adopted Herbert 
Spencer’s theory of Social Darwinism, the idea that animals or human beings best 
adapted to their environments survive and prosper, whereas the poorly adapted 
die out. This theoretical frame work is the survival of the fittest and Spencer 
equates this process of natural selection with progress and success. The rate the 
Pentecostals go about their ministries is worth re-examining for a better society to 
re-emerge. To this effect the Pentecostals applying this theory seem to survive in 
Africa with their intrigues and antics against the mainline churches and other 
religious bodies that value holiness, orderliness and scriptural based doctrines as 
means of spirituality. Data were collected through secondary sources which was 
descriptively analyzed to showcase the activities of the Pentecostals as to create 
social awareness that will help curb the stigma already felt by the general public 
and to save the society from illuming danger of getting worse into social decay. 
The church becomes worldlier than the world itself both in character and teaching. 
Capitalism and materialism has engulfed the society to the drowning point and to 
this end, this work is very significant to help rescue the society from this illuming 
danger of individualism and criminality in Nigerian churches. It recommends that 
it is high time the society stood tall and firm in condemning the evil that this 
materialism has painted the church, the long arm of the law should not slack in 
falling n any person that commits crime in the name of religion, and the Church 
should start to teach again the sound doctrine and the way of salvation which Jesus 
Christ brought to humankind should we desire to have a healthy society.  
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Introduction 

In the most recent times, it is most alarming the rate of religious bigotry and secularism 
tendencies among the Christian churches. The social reactions over the unceasingly 
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increase of social vices due to the special values attached to wealth accumulations and 
affluence by the Pentecostals as the blessings from God has become a sociological concern. 
The Pentecostals have over the years in their prosperity preaching enthroned wealth above 
Christian virtues, such as love of neighbours, Self-control, self-contentment, humility, 
respect for elders etc. It is against this background that secularism is said to have been the 
product of Pentecostalism. This work adopted Herbert Spencer’s theory of Social 
Darwinism, the idea that animals or human beings best adapted to their environments 
survive and prosper, whereas the poorly adapted die out. This theoretical frame work is 
survival of the fittest and Spencer equates this process of natural selection with progress 
and success. The rate the Pentecostals go about their ministries worth re-examining for a 
better society to re-emerge. To this effect the Pentecostals applying this theory seem to 
survive in Africa with their intrigues and antics against the mainline churches that value 
holiness, orderliness and scriptural based doctrines as means of spirituality. Data were 
collected through library research which was descriptively analyzed to showcase the 
activities of the Pentecostals as to create social awareness that will help curb the stigma 
already felt by the general public and to save the society from illuming danger of getting 
worse in social decay. Capitalism and materialism has engulfed the society to the 
drowning point and to this end, this work is very significant to help rescue the society from 
this illuming danger of individualism and criminality in Nigerian churches. 
 

Keywords:  
Secularism: Kathryn Sinast Mueller (2007.284) opined that Secularization is the process by 
which religious beliefs, practices, and institutions lose their significant in the sector of the 
society and culture. With the increase of secularization, there has been resurgence of 
religious fundamentalism and to maintain an appropriate balance between religion and 
other aspects of social life is imposing a challenge in our country today.  
 
Pentecostalism: The Dictionary of Pentecostal and Charismatic Movements describes the 
Pentecostal movement this way: "Pentecostals subscribe to a work of grace subsequent to 
conversion in which Spirit baptism is evidenced by speaking in tongues. The same 
Dictionary describes the charismatic movement as follows: "The occurrence of distinctively 
Pentecostal blessings and phenomena, baptism in the Holy Spirit with the spiritual gifts of 
1 Corinthians 12:8-10, outside a denominational and/or confessional Pentecostal 
framework."  
MacArthur said that Charismatic movement is also known as Neo-Pentecostalism which 
is based on an experience that transcends all denominational boundaries?  It is a 
community based not on theology but on experience of the Holy Ghost baptism, speaking 
in tongues and working miracles 

The invention of Pentecostalism, in other word, the New Religious Movements open a new 
approach which views Church as a social agent which must affect the lives of members 
positively and grows their economy. It deviates from the preaching of the orthodox 
churches, from holiness unto God to prosperity and riches, from the kingdom of heaven 
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to the kingdom that begins from the earth, from waiting upon the Lord for miracle and 
healing to sharp-sharp miracle. These practices make Christian religious beliefs, practices 
and institutions lose their significance in the society. People are no longer seeing the 
originality of the Christian faith because the church in its all round aspect has been 
secularized and the difference in behavioural values and norms between the church and 
secular society is now very lean if not in equilibrium. This is because according to Allen 
Heaton Anderson (2004.66) many of the Pentecostal and Charismatic preachers in other 
parts of the world have propounded a modified form of teaching to suit their own context. 
When preachers leave the biblical laid down principle of discipleship and propound their 
own doctrine and theology to suit their motives, the system would have human factors 
and selfish interest.  
 
Asamoah-Gyadu (2013.xv) appraising the Pentecostals said that the adaptability of 
Pentecostals to a culture is more easily achieved in those parts of the world like Africa, 
where a spiritual universe exist and healing and the supernatural are regarded as “normal” 
experiences. He said that Pentecostalism grows where a pluralistic religious environment 
is a norm which makes Pentecostal forms of Christianity more amenable to Africa with its 
dominant state churches and increasing secularization. Gyadu argued that with 
Pentecostalism the world has become more interconnected than before and Pentecostals 
conversations with other Christian Churches are bringing Christianity out of largely self-
imposed isolation. Though he was of the opinion that this may bring more unity to 
Christianity and the continuous Change and transformation the Pentecostals are bringing 
may not at anytime stop. Bringing out other churches of these dos and don’ts of the biblical 
doctrines makes the churches spread their hands wide to accept those elements of secular 
society that contradicted her belief which the church has earlier rejected.  
 
Jekinks Philips (2006.254) asserts that Pentecostalism does not represent a global religion 
but a new type of Christianity altogether because they emphasize on a personal, heart-felt 
experience of God through the Spirit which offers to all people without preconditions, 
enabling them to be “powerful” and assertive in the societies where they have been 
marginalized. 
 
This group of Christianity believes they can offer solution to varieties of problems through 
potential prayer and they continue to draw people to themselves. Though the Pentecostals 
are claiming of having a positive impact in the African continent but a critical observer 
may ask since its advent to the shores of Africa and Nigeria in particular, what benefit has 
it given to Africa in general and Nigerian in particular in the area of social harmony, values 
, and religious uprightness?  This pathetic question shades light to the concern of this work 
since Christianity today is facing challenges of syncretism, fake prophesies, ritual killings, 
worship of  the human lord’s and other ugly stories following the practices of these 
Pentecostal and prosperity preachers.  
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Pragmatism of Pentecostalism 
The Pentecostal Movement in its local emanation, in other words, the revival movements 
opposed western hegemony and created many new indigenous churches which are 
‘Christianity in African method of doing things’ (culture). Pentecostalism made 
Christianity meaningfully relevant to African people in their society and culture. It fought 
against the African worshipping God in the western style, ideas and languages. 
Pentecostalism is making God and religion African; understandable and acceptable to 
African societies. Its ability to adapt itself to different cultures and societies and by giving 
contextual expressions to Christianity, in other words, Pentecostalism adopt easily the 
culture of the people as a platform to propagate the gospel and plant their feet in any soil 
they found themselves. 
 
Pentecostalism in their approaches become more socially oriented and proactive in efforts 
to alleviate poverty and eradicate disease in the societies they occupy. Pentecostalism does 
not struggle for acceptance in any African society because of its ability to mingle into local 
cultures and religions due to its primary emphasis on the spirit and the spiritual calling 
especially of leaders who were not educated in the church dogma but are versed in the 
people’s culture. Pentecostalism’s claim of having ministry of healing and of the 
miraculous display made it appealing to a world where supernatural events are taken for 
granted like in the African societies. 
 
Pentecostalism address allegations of both the foreignness and the irrelevance of 
Christianity in African societies: with its emphasis on the priesthood of all true believers, 
it broke down barriers of race, gender and class, and challenged the exclusive preserves of 
ordain male, foreign clergy” Gyadu (2002. 8-12). 
 
However good Pentecostal view may be, it encourages schism, proliferation of local 
leading and religious and charismatic competition. This alone results to unnecessary 
rivalries among the Pentecostal leaders and churches which in many cases lead to pastors 
killing themselves, kidnapping of pastors and church members. Stories abound in our 
national dailies of one and other atrocities committed by one Pentecostal church or 
another. A great concern is raised today seeing that Roman Catholic Church and other 
Protestant churches have started identifying with this ugly trend. Can one say that the 
Pentecostals and their secularism tendencies have overtaken the contemporary church and 
as well influencing our society? Spiritual bathing, spiritual and physical torture going on 
among the Pentecostal Charismatic churches which they call ‘doing assignment’. This 
doing assignment may among other things include, whipping a client, Sexually engaging 
a client, client dancing for hours under intensive heat of the sun or under a heavy rain in 
order to receive answer or solution to problems. One wonders the rate people fall victims 
of their pranks. Pragmatism of the Pentecostalism has resulted to social decay, though one 
can say that the fake prophecies and hope they give to people under the present difficult 
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economic situation of our Nigerian society might have help to reduce the level of suicide 
in the contemporary society. 
 
Pentecostalism and Capitalism: Karl Marx argued that the capitalist class uses religion as 
a tool of domination to mislead the workers about their true interest, thus religion is the 
“opium of the people”. However, Max Weber according to Kathryn Sinast Mueller 
(2007.288) in the protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism linked the teaching of John 
Calvin with the rise of capitalism. John Calvin emphasized the doctrine of predestination. 
This doctrine emphasized that all people are divided into two groups; the saved and the 
damned and it is only God that knows who will go to heaven (the elect) or who will go to 
hell. Because people cannot know whether they will be saved or damned, they look for 
signs that are among the elects and as a result, people work hard, save their money and do 
not spend it on worldly frivolities; instead, they reinvest it thereby accumulating more 
wealth which led to people working harder to prove their religious piety. Structural 
conditions in Europe led to industrial revolution, free markets, and the commercialization 
of the economy, which worked hand in hand with John Calvin’s religious teachings, by so 
doing religious teachings and structure affected the society. In the same vein, 
Pentecostalism led to secularism by laying much emphasis on riches, wealth and affluence 
as true evidence of God’s favour and blessing. They see wealth as God’s gift to the faithful 
and the righteous. So to be rich is to know God and to be poor means being far away from 
God and by extension, to be a sinner because God cannot bless a sinner. The society 
adopting the philosophy of the Pentecostals metamorphosed into a valueless society, a 
society whose value system is focused on frivolities, mundane and irreligious behaviours. 
This change and transformation do not again base on the word of God rather the 
philosophies of men. 
 
The most effective tool for change and transformation of the society is the undiluted gospel 
of Christ. When people truly follow and obey God’s word in the scripture, they will have 
a change of focus and perspective on life and offer positive contributions for the good of 
the society. This undiluted word of God is the best weapon against corruption, nepotism, 
injustice, and dishonesty. When religion loses its significance and value in the society the 
sacred is profaned and society will be in disarray. Methodist Church Nigeria daily 
Reflection of 18th January (2019.18) on theme “Be filled with Christ” said that: 
 
          An American Evangelist once described African Christianity  
          as ‘one mile long and one mile deep.’ Water cannot rise 
           above its level and so our Christianity is described as  
           being so shallow that we always lay emphasis on mundane 
           things of life even in our prayers. 
 
People around us hope to see in Christians lives that are completely different from those 
of the secular society. The secular social society expects to see from the religious society 



Icheke Journal of the Faculty of Humanities                                  Vol.18. No.3 September, 2020 www.ichekejournal.com 
 

Pentecostal Secularism: The Concern of Modern Sate      120 

and by extension, Christians the lives void of lies, Sexual immorality, anger, jealousy, 
stealing, cheating, killings of any sort, etc. It repels people from Christians especially when 
their lives do not receive approval from the people around them. This spirit of capitalism 
and materialism of the Pentecostals resulted to scrambling for survival. It is obvious that 
in such situation only the fittest survive and the less adapted die out. To adapt and survive 
Pentecostalism employed every mechanism thereby corrupting the innocent society and 
introduced behaviours that brought changes in norms and values. This loss of culture is 
the concern of the modern sociologist as where it will lead the society.   
 

Pentecostal Pedagogy: The prosperity preaching and teaching have turned the world up-
side-down in the sense that every person is tending his or way of life void of many 
Christian virtues, such as faith, longsuffering, patience, endurance etc. They put the world 
on high velocity of anxiety towards material quest which jeopardize true relationship and 
harmony vertically and horizontally. Duru Alex (2005.12) agreed with this by saying that 
God desires that we should prosper as we see in the following bible passages.  
“Beloved, I wish above all things that you may prosper and be in health, even as your soul 
prospers” 3John: 2. 
 
“And God blessed them, and said to them, “Be Fruitful and multiply, and replenish the 
earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the fowl of the 
air, and over every living thing that move upon the earth” Gen.1: 28. 
Duru quips that these passages indicate the authority of God to man signifying victory, 
success and prosperity. It is the seed of God in humanity which make them fruitful. This 
Pentecostal philosophy that God has given humanity the ability and authority to subdue, 
overrule, or override for survival genders using a dominating high handed power to 
overrule the world. Every other thing that militates against this injunction is termed a 
rebel. So every rebel must be subdued in order to dominate them. In order word, to 
succeed, one must of necessity rule or overrides all things in our environment; “for this is 
God’s will for us”, Duru (2005.13). Pentecostals strongly believe that poverty is a curse and 
God has not called his people to be poor.  
 
 Duru said: 
      I don’t think God takes pleasure in seeing us labour without food, 
      without our own personal homes, without being able to pay our  
      house rents, without being able to change our clothes when they  
      tear off or become old, without being able to pay the school fees 
      or buy books for our children. I don’t think that God takes pleasure  
      seeing us die with our dreams and ideas unconverted to reality. 
      Our wisdom and works being mocked, our wives and children forced 
      to compromise with evil-all because of our poverty. Poverty is one  
      of the worst plagues that “torment man on earth”. 
 



Icheke Journal of the Faculty of Humanities                                  Vol.18. No.3 September, 2020 www.ichekejournal.com 
 

Pentecostal Secularism: The Concern of Modern Sate      121 

The great Protestant scholar Robert D. Forster according to Duru said that success in itself 
is not evil, but the more you succeed the more you need to watch and pray, because there 
is always the danger of tripping over your money; suffocating under your own 
importance, being blended by the glittering approval of others. The perils of success 
(prosperity) are subtle in obtaining summit positions, social status etc. In the real sense of 
it Pentecostalism has triggered the society into frivolities secularizing everything to such 
levels that affluence is worshipped and pastors mounted the ladder of wealth and arrogate 
to themselves glory meant to God and receive awards, mounting social status that is not 
fit for men of God. The height of prosperity consciousness in the society today was 
implanted by Pentecostalism. The society is left with no other option than to follow the 
trend which is regarded ‘trend of the modern society’. The worst of it all is the assumption 
that prosperity is the evidence of God’s favour in their lives and to this reason people put 
hands into different evil things secretly which Christianity ordinarily abhors ranging from 
ritual killing, kidnapping, sponsoring of Baby factory, arm robbery, extortion, and order 
criminal acts that tingles the ear. Proverb 28:20-22 says “A faithful man shall abound in 
blessing: but he that makes haste to be rich shall not be innocent. To have respect of persons 
is not good; for a piece of bread that man will transgress. He that haste to be rich has an 
evil eye, and considers not that poverty shall come upon him.  
 
However, the prosperity syndrome which the Pentecostals called success in the ministry 
is two different things altogether. To succeed is to have success in what one does. It does 
not mean financial prosperity, though it may sometimes be part of it. Suffice it to be said 
here that the yardstick to measure religious prosperity should be on spirituality and not 
on wealth and financial prosperity. But today everybody tows the Pentecostal line of 
judgment to ascribe ministerial successes to include material prowess of pastors and their 
church members. This tendency catapulted the church from religious body to social clubs. 
No wonder every characteristic of social club is present in today’s church. This alone is 
against true worship and making the so called pastors- wolves in sheep clothing deceiving 
the public and lying to God and humanity. It should be noted here that success and 
prosperity depend on doing what God wants and instructs us to do without which there 
is no true success.  The Pentecostal teaching on prosperity lures the world to evil which in 
turn has resulted to a corrupt society. How can church baptize greed and avarice as 
blessing of God and success? Duruigbo Onyema defined success as the pursuit and 
attainment of God’s inspired objective which, when generally viewed with the demands 
of God and the society, neither offends God nor derogates the standards of a decent society, 
while Pat Robertson said success to mean the progressive realization of worthwhile goal. 
With these definitions, notwithstanding, the facts remain that the essence or the manifest 
function of religion is to produce a decent, healthy and transformed society; that is the 
success expected. But since the advent of Pentecostalism in its modern sense things went 
wrong and a decent and healthy society is very far to get. Success the Pentecostals are 
preaching becomes an aberration since those who are preaching success and prosperity go 
the other way to extort, brainwash, hypnotize, and mesmerize the vulnerable and collect 
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what they have to the pleasure of their vanities. Pentecostalism has secularized the 
religious society to the extent God is profaned and church is a disgust.    
 
Pentecostal Secularism 
Pentecostal secularism is a coinage which displays the latent functions or outcome of 
Pentecostal movements to the contemporary society. Perhaps, the results being latent are 
the unintended that are hidden and remains sometimes unacknowledged by the 
participants but are felt everywhere within and around the society. MacArthur (1978.11) 
said that what is happening among Christians today are startling things. He said that it is 
amazing how the claims abound about what God is doing signs, wonders, and miracles. 
These claims are being broadcast by word of mouth, printed page, television, and radio at 
a rate so prolific that they can hardly be catalogued, let alone verified. The commonality of 
the Pentecostals all over the place does not base on theology or scriptural teachings but on 
the experiences of being baptized and empowered by the Holy Spirit which they called the 
great revival. This revival is characterized by prophecy, speaking in tongue, healing, 
seeing of vision, experience etc. 
 
Recently, the society is meant to believe that whoever denies the baptism with the Holy 
Spirit is guilty of quenching the Holy Spirit. Very popular and powerful is the Pentecostal 
movement which is blowing all its mighty wind and it seems difficult to find any society 
with capacity to resist it. Pentecostalism has radically recast and revised the public worship 
of the Church from the pure preaching of the sound doctrine of Scripture and the proper 
administration of the sacraments which is the heart of the service to rather, the exuberant 
praise and the exercise and demonstration of various gifts by the congregation under the 
influence of a freewheeling Spirit. By this spirit of the Holy Spirit empowerment like the 
protestant capitalism, the Pentecostals become the vanguard of secularism by desecrating 
the sacred and promoting frivolities, preaching about affluence as one of the ways of 
measuring God’s blessings and presence with his people. Wealth is now worshipped, 
money bags becomes the mouth piece of God. Pastors swim in the ocean of riches, even at 
the detriment of the poor members. Cultic and occultists men are celebrated in the church 
today. Man of God becomes the God among men whose word is order and laws. This leads 
to many vices and mayhem some pastors and their members are doing as to join the high 
class in the society. This ugly situation resulted in religion intertwining with secularism. 
Today everybody especially from Christian environments becomes a Christian whether he 
is practicing Christian religious faith or not and the reason being that secularism has 
absorbed into Christianity through Pentecostalism. Some Scholars decades ago raised 
alarm over the Pentecostal approaches to religious matters which may in turn produce 
societal decay.  Gbile Akanni in Gary Maxey and Peter Ozodo (2017.7) said that seduction 
and deviation crept into Nigerian’s Churches since1978 and has come to sweep away our 
values and has polluted our stream. This was introduced through free books and tapes 
imported from America. From then the design of Ministries changes to personally owned 
works and the method of fund raising changed with superficial and outrageous seed of 
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faith theories. Gbile Akani said that Pentecostal approaches to Christian faith are a poison 
to Nigerian churches and society. He said: 
 
          I had great conflicts in reconciling what I read in 
          the word of God, the pattern I see in Christ and the holy 
          examples of the apostles with the practices of several 
          leaders and preachers.  
 
Gary Maxey (2017.15) agreed that Nigerian churches have lost its cutting edge due to 
doctrinal errors in the camp of those pushing the church forward and the church has lost 
sight of the purpose for its existence. In the same volume Gary said that the problems of 
Nigerian church include quantity without quality. He said that top Nigerian church 
leaders are held in deep respect and even awe by their followers. These leaders are given 
the kind of loyalty that was known in North American churches about one hundred and 
fifty years ago and research recently has shown that church leaders in Nigeria such as those 
who lead the large churches have globally unique advantages of being part of a high power 
distance society. Like Morocco which is another country in the whole world where 
religious leaders are accorded with much respect as they receive in Nigeria. The result is 
these leaders have the capacity to move their followers towards united action along 
whatever lines they choose. In many cases ordinary wishes of these leaders become instant 
commands to be obeyed. Nigerian church leaders have the capacity to influence the masses 
than any other leaders within the society. 
 
The above observation by Gary is an offshoot of African Pentecostalism and its influence 
in the Nigerian churches and society which in the later days of Nigeria, it may be a serious 
thing to charge a national church with potentially fatal flaws which means that the church 
is pursuing trajectories that do not bode well for her future. What do we then reap? Societal 
decay, corruption, ritual killing; in summary social vices and the greatest concern is the 
percentage of the population involved has made it look like a national and religious 
culture. Today globalization, modernism, post-modernism, urbanization, and 
industrialization have mingled with Pentecostalism bring a cultural hybridization known 
as ‘Pentecostal secularism’.  To trouble the society the more, there is shift from the way of 
truth and justice. Disturbing, particularly is the thought that the Pentecostals have deeper 
sense of the Holy Spirit’s power, a fuller experience of worship, stronger motivation to 
witnessing, and a greater devotion to the Lord Jesus Christ, MacArthur (1978.12). This 
made other Christian churches including the orthodox churches being left with the feeling 
of what would remain of them since the crowd and general public tend to sway towards 
the Pentecostals.  This among others brought intimidation to other Christian 
denominations such that every church tends towards Pentecostal charismatic approach to 
church and religious issues thereby breeding secularism to its full magnitude. 
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Criminality in Some Pentecostal Churches in Nigeria 
Criminality in Nigerian society has been a matter of general concern to the generality of 
Nigerian populace. One may wonder how Nigerian society has reached the crime level she 
finds herself. This imposes challenges to the well being of every Nigerian, because 
Nigerians outside the shores of this nation are synonymous with corruption, and the idea 
is that Nigerian people everywhere are prone to crime. The greatest worry over this 
situation is how the church which is a moral agent has been identified with crime. World 
over, there is this ongoing rumours, how criminality has come into the church with the 
spirit of capitalism and greed. Can it be said that the Church has missed her original 
ministry of shaping and re-shaping the society and directing her on the right way of moral 
economy? What more can lead to this trend of criminality that grips the church than 
Pentecostal approach to wealth and life itself?  
 
Almost all Dailies and magazines are filled with the stories involving one pastor or men of 
God involved in one misdemeanor or another, ranging from drug trafficking, duping 
people through the use of charms and other devilish things.  
 
Men and Women of God are believed to have miraculous powers to exorcise demons and 
witchcrafts, heal all manner of illnesses and possess the innate ability to unlock the 
floodgates of heavenly blessings on anyone the pray for, or lay hands. Such men’s 
utterances on the pulpit are adhered to and are taken to be the voice and massages from 
the Supreme Being. These men of God are revered as epitomes of piety, purity and 
morality. However, for what seems as men and women of God are infallible, many haven 
involved in scandals of all sorts, from those involved in murder, rape, promiscuity, 
homosexuality, polygamy, there are growing indications that some of them have veered 
off to the weird-world of make-belief and voodoo and magic. Countless sacrileges, 
incidents and bizarre lifestyles of these men of God have been, are reported on daily bases 
on various media. How criminality is perpetrated in some of the Pentecostal churches is 
over alarming. And Church, as it were, becomes a hiding place for criminals who use 
church as a common ground to commit crimes of all kinds. Few examples are necessary to 
portray this point. 
 
1. Nudity in some Pentecostal Churches: The rate women wear see-through clothes, 

short skirts or gowns to church exposing their nakedness is a concern. One wonders 

whether it is still church, the house of God or social club house. Serious concern where 

pastors are involved; take for instance on Saturday sixth October 2018 the daughter of 

Pastor Chris Oyakhilome of Christ Embassy Church gave her daughter’s hand in 

marriage to Philip Frimpong a Ghanaian businessman born and living in Netherlands. 

Sharon, the daughter dressed half naked as the pastor walked with her and handed 

her over for the wedding. Other examples abound which contradict Christian 

profession. Women in the churches today cannot bend down to pick something on the 
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ground without exposing their bodies. In the churches presently female folks going to 

church with handkerchiefs are only to cover their legs while sitting down in the 

church as if they were not the ones that bought the clothes. 

2. Sex and Rape 

In Nodu village, Okpuno,Awka South L.G.A of Anambra State, one Pentecostal pastor 
popularly called “Bro. Solomon” was arrested for raping seven-years old girl(Uzoma 
Nzeagwu: Thursday Guardian 2018.13). Bro. Solomon was said to be in-charge of prayer 
ministry where hundreds of worshippers, mostly women gather to seek solutions to their 
spiritual, marital and other problems, and the little girl was taken to the pastor for spiritual 
healing where she was sexually (abused)molested and violated by the pastor. Could you 
imagine where Policemen at satellite town Lagos arrested a Pentecostal Pastor for taking 
teenagers’ sperm on several occasions for rituals and warned the victims not to tell 
anybody? (Saturday Sun.19/4/2007) Similarly, Nigerian Tribune of Sunday 29/11/ 1996) 
told of a Pentecostal pastor who raped a 17year old girl in Ibadan (pm news, online 
nigeria.com2018.21/10/2018.3.4pm.5).  
 
3.  Stealing and Exploitation: The alarming rate Pentecostal churches and Pastors are 
involved in stealing and related theft cases in Nigeria have created both religious and 
social concern. Pastors take the advantage of every situation to defraud people. Pastor 
Nnamdi Ofoegbu of the Lord’s Chosen accused the General overseer of the Lord’s Chosen 
Charismatic Movement, Pastor Lazarus Muoka of obtaining over #370 million from him 
to build the church but refused to pay back, Tuesday Sun Newspaper.   Early this year 
2019, (online Nigerian news) the General Overseer of Faith Visionary Mission, Igando, 
Lagos prophetess Ngozi Okafor, was arrested by the police for stealing a 9 year old baby.  
It is penitent to observe that many Pentecostal Church leaders in Nigeria exploit their 
members to enrich themselves. It is very unfortunate that many religious leaders in Nigeria 
if not in Africa are misleading people by using the name of God to extort  their members, 
advancing the members poverty level and even causing some of them meet their untimely 
death, yet they attribute everything to God. The activities of some men of God these days 
throw moral, ethical and religious questions. Millions of followers who throng around 
these new generation pastors and their churches to worship need to critically look at their 
spiritual leaders. These worshippers hold their pastors in high esteem seeing them as the 
people through whom they will have redemption and secure free access to heaven. This 
and many other reasons make people specially womenfolk ready to part with anything 
and everything the pastor needs to ask, even their bodies. These pastors, apart from 
acquisitive tendencies, lust of money, flashy cars, aeroplanes, Helicopters, Cruise ships, 
and luxury, most of these men of god added sexual immorality and even bestiality to their 
ways of life. Some of these pastors involve themselves in drinking alcoholics, smoking, 
stealing, gambling, coveting the members’ wives, visiting herbalists for power. These men 
set up churches they pastor for no other reason than to make money from helpless 
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members who come to church in search of salvation; this mere deceit in the name of God 
using Holy Spirit as avenue to deceiving the gullible. The rich pastors to maintain their 
influence and affluence in the society put hands into different things, thereby encouraging 
their followers to do same. The society changes from what it used to be to a society on a 
fast lane to make wealth by all means. This worldly and material pursuit is no longer done 
with the biblical ethics and its moral guidelines rather to make it by all means. Unfortunate, 
still a (Ngozi Uwujare, Sat-Sun Newspaper 21/7/2018) Pastor by name Sunday Ezekiel, 
the general overseer of Royal Life Assembly Church and members of his congregation 
were hunted by police in Asaba for kidnapping church members for one hundred million 
naira (#100m).  
 
This is the height corruption has gripped the church because tending and blending 
towards drawing equilibrium with the secular society. To achieve their ambitions pastors 
engage in hypnotism and brainwashing and mesmerism their clients. This research proves 
that hypnotizing people have taken centre stage in Nigerian churches. The way these new 
generation churches use means to hold their members is questionable. Recently viral 
pictures of church members in South Africa eating grasses in the open field which was 
prophetically declared by their pastor, so that they can get deliverance. Pastor James Silver 
posted on the social media -16 /10/2018 at 07.06 pm, a pastor Uyime Benson caught with 
charm he was using to hypnotize his members at Umon Island. He was caught while trying 
to plant charms in one compound at Umon Island.  

 

African Christianity has lost its original savory for confusion from the western society 
which has created greed in the life of African pastors. Churches are no longer opened for 
worship rather as a business center. Being a money yielding venture, Church services 
become a mere display of ceremonial rituals that have physical attraction that tend to lack 
moral religiosity of a true religion there by projecting Pentecostal Christianity as the 
generational church with zeal and without the correspondent knowledge.  
 
Among other religions of the world, however, Christianity is regarded a less serious 
religion of the modern time. Amassing wealth which is predominant among the 
Pentecostal is over alarming and this was humorously illustrated by Michaelango’s 
famous creation painting of where God stretches His hand towards Adam, offering him 
American Dollars. The Prosperity theology of Pentecostalism according to Kalu 
emphasizes that God’s promised generosity as shown in Abraham, is available for every 
believing Christian on earth today. The Pentecostals believe that as the covenant was legal 
contract so it was also that the promise was a spiritual contract. Therefore, each believer 
has the ability to access it, claim it, and possess it. Ogbu kalu (2008.255) said that the 
theology points to faith as the route to prosperity. This faith here is beyond mere belief 
rather is acting on the word, speaking into reality what does not exist, and dreaming and 
envisioning the desired goals. Notwithstanding, this theology teaches that one must invest 
before reaping; one must sow seed before harvesting and the quantity of harvest is 
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determines but the size of acreage of cultivation. So people must sow seed, tithe and give 
offerings and these they called painful sacrifice. It is amazing how people are responding 
to such teaching and some said that the theology engages God in what Kalu called “quid 
pro quo” which lurches toward full-blown American materialism. This led the people to 
bow to American dream and mainstream culture and God becomes little more than a holy 
automatic Teller Machine (ATM), a means to an end rather than an end itself. Truly, this 
leads to heretic, misconception of Christian doctrine and theology and it is an entrapment 
by worldliness. The church became worldlier than the world itself both in character and 
teaching. Pentecostalism by what its stands for should bring a positive change in character 
in the society such as teaching and bringing criminals to the way of repentance, 
Condemning murderers, Condemning homosexuals, lesbianism, gay marriage, 
corruption, political killings etc. Unfortunately, stories abound of pastors involving 
themselves in sacrilegious activities in other to be like others in the name of church. It is 
high time the society stood tall and firm in condemning the evil that this materialism has 
painted the church and teaches again the sound doctrine and the way of salvation Jesus 
brought to mankind should we desire to have a healthy society.     
 
Conclusion: One may discover the erroneous teachings of the church leaders have gone a 
long way to give Nigerian churches bad shape especially that of hyper grace teaching 
which is mixing truth with error. This hyper grace message of total freedom in Christ is 
very appealing but one should understand that there is cross before the crown. The 
teaching does not see anything as sin and the Holy Spirit cannot convict Christians of sin 
because God has provided all round grace through Christ. This among others is the 
teaching that forms the mindset behind the atrocities committed by these pastors in the 
name of God.  
 
Secularism has been a threat to a religious society. It is an aberration seeing a religious 
society being secularized but the truth remains that this ugly trend is present with us and 
to deny it is injustice to the society. Pentecostals who through the baptism of the Holy 
Spirit and experience follow the lead and the detect of the Holy Spirit ignored biblical 
principles have introduced human formulated doctrines and practices as it will suit them, 
the desire of the leader becomes the yearning of the Holy Spirit and the voice of the pastor 
becomes the voice of God. Through this greed, self-interest and materialism crept into the 
church and this breed secularism as Pentecostal phenomenon. This work recommends that 
the Pentecostals should know that the latent function of their activities in the society has 
produced secularism. Non-Pentecostals should readdress themselves on the need to revive 
the original Christianity. It is a call for (CAN) Christian association of Nigeria to set a 
Monitoring agents and regulatory body that will check the excesses of churches and their 
pastors, with a commensurate punishment attached to violators, and Churches should 
embark on teachings concerning the current trend and the best ways of eschewing them. 
The general public, government and security agents should intensify effort to combat the 
menace of religious criminality by coming up with mechanisms to ascertain how these 
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pastors made their monies whether they through gifts, tithe, from business and what kind 
of business, the money yielding capacity of the business. This will help to curb the excesses 
among the pastors and churches in committing crimes. When those who are rich without 
working for it are brought for interrogation and punish those found guilty, others will take 
precautions. It is only then than a transformed society will emerge.  
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