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Abstract 

In as much as the age of enlightenment has brought development to 

humanity, a critical analysis and use of inappropriate terms need to 

be nipped at the bud. The case in point is the inordinate linking of 

Christianity in particular, and religion in general, with an opiate. 

Anxioms and aphorisms need to be analyzed, by their phenomenal 

nature and ideologies before they are suitably used. This article seeks 

to refute the idea of associating and/or equating Christianity with 

an opiate effect. A history of religion approach, as well as, a critical 

philosophic examination is implemented to buttress the experiential 

nature of religion. Through a comparative analysis also, the claims 

of Christianity is revealed to have had a long-term effect on the 

society hence Christianity, a historic and rational religion, ought 

not to be associated with unprovened axiomatic and illogical 

expressions. “Christianity is not an opium” is the thesis. 
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Introduction 

 Philosophy as an area of study, is engaged in the consideration of 

problems that are of importance to all persons, either directly or indirectly. 

Through a careful and critical examination, it evaluates the information and 

beliefs which people have about the universe, as a whole, and the world of 

human affairs. Resulting from this, philosophy has made several attempts 

to work out some general, systematic, coherent, and consistent structure, of 

all that we know and think. For instance, as we obtain more facts about the 

world through the sciences, new interpretations of accepted realities need 

to be considered. 

 This sort of understanding has provided an outlook or framework in 

which the non-philosopher can place his/her own- possibly more limited-

conception of the world and human affairs. It has provided the medium, as 

well as focus, through which we can see our own roles and activities, and 

determine if they have any significance. Through such an examination and 

evaluation, we may be able to assess our ideals and aspirations, as well as 

understand better why we accept them, and possibly whether we ought to. 

 From the very beginnings of philosophy in the early Egyptian 

culture, and in ancient Greece, it has been the conviction of serious thinkers 

who have engaged in this pursuit that it is necessary to scrutinize the views 

that we accept about our world and ourselves to see if they are rationally 

defensible. We have all acquired much information and opinions about the 

natural and human universe. But few of us have ever considered whether 

these are reliable or important. We are usually eager to accept without 

question, reported scientific discoveries, certain traditional beliefs, and 

various views based on personal experiences. The  philosopher, however, 

insists on subjecting all these to intensive critical examination, in order to 

discover if these views and beliefs are based on adequate evidence and if 

any reasonable person may be justified in adhering to them. It is within this 

premise the article seeks to examine the veracity of aligning Christianity 

with an opiate effect and subsequently the refutal of same. 
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Philosophy: search for certainty of knowledge 

 To buttress the above enterprise of philosophy, Eresia-Eke and 

Ukhun (2014:198-208) use Socratic contention as a further illumination of 

the perspective of this investigation. Socrates at his time as a philosopher 

(399 B.C), maintained that the reason he philosophized was that “the 

unexamined life was not worth living.” Socrates observed that nearly all of 

his contemporaries spent their lives pursuing various goals in life; fame, 

riches, pleasure, without asking themselves the one very basic question 

about the importance of the pursuits. In his view, unless such question is 

raised and the answers seriously sought, they would never be able to know 

if they were doing the right or wrong thing. Their entire lives might be 

wasted pursuing useless or even dangerous goals.    

 People usually have some general mind set about the sort of world 

they would prefer to live in, the kind of things that are worthwhile in such 

a world, and so on. In all of this, most persons, like Socrates’ 

contemporaries, have never bothered to examine their views to discover 

their foundations, whether there are adequate or acceptable reasons for 

believing what we do, or whether the totality of our views have any general 

consistence or coherence. As a result, most persons, in one sense, have some 

“idea” or belief” but fail to evaluate or scrutinize it in search of justifiable 

grounds. 

 This is usually the point of departure for the philosopher, who in line 

with Socrates’ contention, insists on bringing to light what our implicit 

beliefs are, what assumptions we make about our world, ourselves, and our 

values. The philosopher insists that these can only be accepted by 

reasonable and intelligent people if they can meet certain tests set up by the 

logical mind. Instead of merely possessing an unorganized mass of 

opinions, the philosopher’s stance is that these must be inspected, 

scrutinized, and organized into a meaningful and coherent system of views.  

 It is in relation to this inherent critical examination, that philosophy, 

is seen as a search for certainty of knowledge, which is the truth. Out of this 

curiosity to find-out, is the problem of skepticism. In philosophy, 
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skepticism is the suspension of judgment on matters, in so far as conflicting 

judgments are equally probable or plausible. Suspension of judgment is a 

state of mental rest in which there is neither affirmation or negation. The 

sum total of all these rigorous exercise amount to what we may call 

“philosophical safeguards” to obtaining knowledge that is indubitable. 

 It seems, from the most observable facts of the foregoing, that Karl 

Marx did not apply any of these available “ philosophical reality checks” 

before arriving at his conclusion that religion is the opium of the masses. In 

the domain of philosophy, he could be said to have made a non-sequitor 

claim or reached a hasty conclusion. The error of Marx arose from his 

failure to make a distinction between Christianity (religion) and the Saviour 

(of the Cross). 

In the first instance, emphasis is on a system of faith and worship- a way. 

Here, the tragedy is that salvation is seen on the platform of religious 

observances and ceremonies with religious agents as guide. Under this 

influence, “the Christian religion” becomes one of the biggest hindrances to 

knowing Christ. As an aberration, the trend lapses distinctly into the idea 

of selling religion which buys into commercialism and consumerism. It 

makes Jesus into something else to be consumed even though there are still 

somethings that can be learnt from these “religious sales men and women” 

as they market their products. 

On the other hand, it is all about Jesus being the way (John 14:6), a personal 

encounter with Jesus – a divine partnership. And under this partnership 

with God, He neither dominates nor over rides, rather He guides. He relates 

to us in a way that is helpful and supportive yet, at the same time, He never 

suppresses our initiative and creativity. E. Stanley Jones (2016) puts 

succinctly the divine-human partnership thus; 

God  comes close to His children in a way that leaves them 

free to think and act, yet in a way that awakens the 

personality to aliveness and alertness of mind and spirit. His 

guidance is always sufficiently obvious to be found, but not 
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so obvious that it does away with the necessity of thought 

and discriminating insight. 

 In essence, Jesus in His relationship with man actually never used 

the word religion. He never conceived of His coming as being to start a 

religion, that is a little superior to other religions, or a little more moral . He 

came rather to set His gospel for human need, whether that need be in this 

religion, that religion or no religion. It is for this reason that God does not 

consist in gold, silver, or others, Acts 17:22-34. As  a consequence of this, the 

scripture admonishes us to be of the same mind with Christ (Phil. 2:1-2; 1 

Peter 4:1-2) and also for us to grow up to the fullness of Christ (Eph. 4. 13). 

 With respect to the first, in the distinction made between Christianity 

(religion) and the saviour (the Cross), Marx’s conclusion could hold sway. 

Our view at this point finds expression in the socio-economic realities 

operational in our churches and other worship centres today. Since religion 

is man’s search for God, this search can be sought through several media, 

including sometimes through religious (human) agents, it is possible the 

Christian religion or any religion for that matter, is presented in such a way 

that the system seems to bypass the savior .This sort of attitude will have a 

paralyzing effect on any community of people that adopts it, for true to 

Marx, it could be an opiate. 

 But with regard to the second postulate, which is Jesus with His 

gospel in search of man, Marx view on religion falls like a pack of cards. 

This is true to the fact that God sets His face against those who cover 

exploitation with piety and hide their predatory wills under “the will of 

God”. This character of God is what is exemplified in the whole book of 

Amos and one of the reasons, the nation of Israel received the wrath of God. 

 Marx’s averred position on the second is erroneous because he failed 

to adopt any of the already outlined approaches acceptable by 

philosophical work, which embodies critical evaluation. As a scholar of 

philosophy, he would have been conversant with these philosophical 

approaches which promote elements of criticality and enhance 

independent judgment, but because of his failure to apply them, he is  
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philosophically charged for committing the fallacy of non-sequitur. He is 

further charge for hasty conclusion for failure to separate the facts about the 

distinction made over Christianity (as a religion) and saviour (of the Cross). 

 

Karl Marx Unfathered Communism 

 Karl Marx  is incorrectly quoted as the father of communism. Hegel 

was, rather, the first to bring about the idea that reality is the expression of 

absolute idea. It was the writing of Hegel that influenced Marx. He adopted 

the same idea but with a different conclusion. Philosopher Young (1954:191) 

quotes Karl Marx: 

In the introduction to his work capital, Marx himself writes, 

“My own dialectic method is not only different from the 

Hegelian, but its direct opposite. For Hegel-the thinking 

process is the  demiurge of the world, and the real world is 

only the outward manifestation of the idea. With me on the 

other hand, the idea is nothing else than the material world 

reflected by the human mind and translated into terms of 

thought 

 Moreover, Feuerbach, born in 1804 and 14 years older than Marx, 

was the actual father of Marx’s critique of religion. It was Feuerbach who 

brought about the projection theory of religion as stated by Klaus (1980:55): 

“God is seen to be nothing other than the image of man and his attributes, 

enlarged and projected unto heaven.” Feuerbach erred greatly by lowering 

theology down to anthropology, thus replacing God with man. 

 Definitely, without Frederick Engels, a German economist, the 

career of Marx would have been greatly hampered. While at Paris, Marx 

came into contact with and befriended Engels, and both collaborated to 

write and publish the communist manifesto in 1848. The later years of Marx 

was financially supported by Engels. Another name for Marxism is 

Dialectic Materialism, a philosophy in which emphasis was placed on 

historical development-matter in the form of the economic organization of 

society. Marx’s book, Das Kapital ( Capital), became the Bible of the 
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communist movement at Lenin’s time. In short, the economic policy in 

communist Russia is based on Marx’s theories. 

 Marx became so critical in his philosophy that he branded all 

religions, Christianity in particular, as false ideas or misleading 

appearances, and fantasies created by the human mind. Worst of it all is 

that the Marxist critique of religion is accompanied by physical violence in 

the East, but by intellectual and spiritual struggles in the West. Klaus 

(1980:51), in his book, The Challenge of Marxism, records, “The very 

sentence of Marxism’s early manifestoes contain two thesis: ‘For Germany 

the criticism for religion is in the main complete, and criticism of religion is 

the premise of all criticisms’. it is evident, from the above quote, that 

religious criticism occupies an important place in the Marxist world. It 

became the prerequisite for all forms of criticism. Most of Marx’s life was 

spent in destructive criticism, which do not  in the  least sense, depict the 

success of his career. In essence, the communist mode of production or 

economic system is virtually based on everything-literature, art, 

philosophy, religion, manners, the social structure and all else. There may 

be found no landmark between the Marxist and the atheist. Paul Geren 

(1962:19) says, “… [for the communists] ‘there is no god and religion is the 

opiate of the people’ is one of its most familiar battle cries”. Also, Colin 

Brown (1968:136) speaks of the Marxist’s wrong definition of religion, as 

follows: 

But instead of reinterpreting religion Marx went on to it as 

the enemy of all progress, man makes religion, religion does 

not make man.  Religion is indeed man’s self-consciousness 

and self-awareness as long as he has not found his feet  in the 

universe. But man is not an abstract being, squatting 

outside the world. man is the world of men, the state, and the 

society. This state, this society, produce religion which is an 

inverted world… Religious suffering is at the same time an 

expression of real suffering and a protest against real 

suffering. Religion is the sigh of the oppressed creature, the 
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sentiment of heartless world, and the soul of soulless 

conditions. It is the opium of the people. The abolition of 

religion, as the illusory happiness of men, is a demand for 

their real happiness 

 Presumably, Karl Marx meant that Christianity is a stimulant 

narcotic position, which usually produces a feeling of well-being, 

hallucinations, and drowsiness. In other words, the continual use of opium-

christianity, in any form causes a habit which is difficult to break and 

eventually results in physical, mental, and moral deteroriation. As Klaus 

(1980:58) explains, “here religion is calculated to work like opium, 

drugging, numbing and removing people to a world of fantasy where they 

can forget the inhuman conditions of their lives. 

 Consequently, Marx’s philosophy is poputed towards the economic 

development of the world. it is nothing less than creating a new humanity 

and a new world in which present conflicts will be solved; a world in which 

humanity will totally rule over nature and at the same time be reconciled to 

it. His aim was to bring about a classless society by a conflict of the 

bourgeoisie and the proletarait. Harold (1970:211) writes, ‘… to change the 

world, … is the task and historic mission of the communists. In this task the 

communists do not hesitate to take direct action and use violence to obtain 

their objectives. In fact, most communists believe that violence is necessary 

to eradicate evils in society”. Also, Young (1954:192) in his book, a Christian 

approach to   philosophy, denotes: “The central goal of Marxism, if achieved, 

would bring about the abolition of the present social order, private 

property, present family life, the state, and religion”. Marx believed that the 

only way to ensure a happy harmonious society was to have the workers in 

control. He has often declared that communism is the highest and final 

stage of development. He also felt that the extinction of religion would 

mean the true development of humanity. Klaus (1980:52) says, “Marx once 

wrote, ‘the more one puts into God, the less he retains in himself”.11 Marx 

hiding, therefore, under the cloak of economic revolution, has done more 
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harm than good to religion; because the core of its critical methodology is 

to get rid of all forms of religion. 

 

Errors of Marxism 

 Notably some errors have been detected from  Marx’s theory. In as 

much as he lost sight of the fact that, there could be no classless individuals 

in a given society, things never worked the way he expected. Brown 

(1968:137) quotes, 

Bertrand Rusell, who for the best part of this century has 

been one of the intellectual leaders of the left in politics, has 

scathingly commented: “Marx professed himself an atheist 

but retained a cosmic optimism which only theism could 

justify. Broadly speaking, all the elements in Marx’s 

philosophy which are derived from Hegel are unscientific, in 

the sense that there is no reason whatsoever to suppose them 

true”. 

 In addition, it would be impossible for the Marxist to carry out the 

program of self-improvement of humanity. This is due to the fact that 

Materialism and Darwinism cannot be reconciled with the need for 

fraternity and unity in the society. Klaus Bockmuehl (1980:153) says, “The 

clever young philosopher Frederiuch Nietzeche exposed this condition as 

nonsense. He pointed out that the material  world in its development does 

not produce or understand the quality of mercy… An evolutionary theory 

based on competition cannot produce a society where the highest value is 

love of neighbor. This gives us the cause of the internal cold-war between 

Marxist philosophers and economists. Again Klaus (ibid:154) says, 

“Marxism, theologically speaking, is a kind of legalism which expects good 

fruits from bad trees and seems to assume that exhortation will lead to 

realism. It is a form of pharisaic religion- the attempt to reach a new life by 

‘works of the law’ and without a change of the heart”. likewise, Young 

(1954:192) says, 
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Numerous weaknesses have been pointed out in the theory of 

Marx. For one thing he is guilty of oversimplification. 

History is much too complex to be determined by one factor. 

He has no way of accounting for the fact that people living 

under the same conditions of production have developed 

widely divergent cultures… Marxism restricts liberty 

economically, intellectually, politically, and religiously-

infact in every conceivable way. 

 Subsequently, Marxism can be equated as a New Islam, a theory that 

is spread by the use of sword. Titus (1979:261-262) stipulates that, “the 

philosophy of Marxism places too great an emphasis on force, in the 

expectation that a revolution or some drastic change in the structure of the 

society will solve most of humanity’s problems… History shows that 

important changes in society can be brought about through peaceful 

means.” Marxism, preoccupied with economics, seeks to explain all of life 

in terms of economics; hence, his fellow philosophers resist, to a degree, his 

theory. 

 

The Rational & Verifiable Christianity  

 Furthermore, the Christian religion is intellectual and verifiable. It 

does not hide away from criticisms and has proved itself matchless. In 

reality, Marxism could be surcharged for an alleged trespass on the 

rationable Christian threshold. Paul Geren (1962:44) says, “the Marxists 

more or less participate in something for which it blames Christianity; 

pointing to a better future and away from the present. This communist 

device serve the purpose of quieting complaints about the present and 

keeping the people at work for a better future”. Besides, the Psalmist (53:1) 

says, “the fool says in his heart there is no God”.  If fools do not accept the 

concept of God, it follows that only wise persons have something to do with 

Christianity. The apostle Paul, a highly educated Hebrew of his time, could 

not have been so charmed to receive an opium as the rule for his life. Could 

Christianity be so irrational and beclouded that Emperor Constantine 
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would accept and make it legal and binding in his Empire? Christianity, 

only has the answer to the aspirations of Marxism. Young (loc. cit.) 

responds,  

“yet it may be said that Marx carry great weight among oppressed 

people everywhere. The best antidote for communism would be the 

end of all colonialism and exploitation throughout the world and 

the establishment of governments built upon the Christian 

principle of respects for personality”. 

 The Marxists, like the communists, say there is no place in history 

for creation or for consummation as in the Biblical view of time. They also 

say there is no place for the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ 

as a midpoint of history. In history, dates become remarkable, as a result of 

an important event that had occurred. To the Marxist, therefore, one would 

correctly ask: what prompted the use of the time A.D? or what historical 

event did Marx and his manifestoes contribute to the midpoint of history? 

At this juncture, McDowell  (1979:327) reiterates the fact that, 

The God of Christianity is not an imperceptible, unknown 

God, but one who has specific attributes and characteristics, 

which are revealed in the scriptures. Unlike some of the 

religions devoted to a mystical god, Christians put their faith 

in a God who may be identified and who made himself known 

in history by sending his son, Jesus Christ. Christians can 

believe that their sins have been forgiven because it was 

accomplished and recorded in history by the shedding of 

Christ’s blood on the cross. Christians can believe that 

Christ is now living within them because he was raised from 

the dead in history. 

 History is the record of past events, and such records may be written 

on paper, registered on tape, made on film, or otherwise preserved as stated 

in John 20:30-31, “And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of  

His disciples, which are not written in this book: But these are written that 

ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing 
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ye might have life through His name. Man lives between the past and the 

future and both are necessary. To the Christian, the three great points on 

this line of history are the beginning or the creation, the coming of Jesus 

Christ, and the end or the future. In short, time and History are in God’s 

hand. Events do not occur apart from God, but within God’s creation and 

according to His ordering of the universe. God is never an abstraction but 

a personality who expresses Himself in History. 

 The Holy Bible is more to Christianity, what Das capital is to 

communism, hence the Bible speaks for itself. It is a unique book that has 

undergone several circulations and translations. The Bible has had combats 

with its enemies-Marxists and atheists inclusive, and always won. It has 

survived time, persecutions, and even the criticism of Marx. It has also 

changed the course of human destiny. The Bible has several guards: Bible 

dictionaries, Bible encyclopedias, Bible atlases, Bible geographies etc. It 

treats certain ambiguous subjects elaborately; for instance, the creation, the 

origin of man and sin. The Bible the final resort of Christians, was found 

credible to have been used as the first honorable text book in the beginning 

of university education. This happened before the birth of Karl Marx, and 

due to the opium of his philosophy, he became ignorant about this basic 

fact concerning the Holy Bible. In the same fashion, the contents of the Bible 

appeal to the intellect, emotion, and will of man. God in his love and mercy 

pleads with man for reconciliation and starts by an intellectual approach as 

seen in Isaiah 1:18, ‘Come let us reason together...’ 

 Experience is to Christianity what experiment is to Science. Christian 

experience is the state or condition effected in the mental, moral and 

spiritual nature of man, by the power of the Holy Spirit, due to the 

establishment of a personal relationship with the risen Christ. The Christian 

experience is not a thing of obscurity, but universal. McDowell (1979:328) 

quotes Gordon Allport’s Statement: 

Christianity “… has everything. For the theoretical minded 

it can accommodate all that science can discover and still 

challenge science to dig deeper and deeper. For the social 
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mind it contains the high road to all successful and just 

social relations, even a solution to the problems of war. For 

the aesthetic mind it gives an absolutely satisfying 

conception of harmony and beauty. For economical and 

political minds, it gives a meaning to production and power, 

and a guide to conduct. 

 What other means, apart from Christianity, is there for one to achieve 

all that life offers? Moreover, the testimonies of a great number of people 

are quite similar regardless of place, time, background, race, or color. There 

are innumerable testimonies from people of all works of life, the world 

over. These, to say but a few, are the converts from other religious bodies-

Judaism, Islam, Hinduism, and Satanism, whose lives have been 

miraculously transformed. They ceased from what they are and became 

what they ought to be. A personal testimony or experience therefore, is 

often a subjective argument for the reality of something. To those who say, 

like the Marxists, that Christianity is a delusion; they would appear 

implausible and paradoxical to read the citation of McDowell, (Loc. Cit) as 

follows:-  

E. W. Mullins writes: “A redeemed drunkard, with vivid memory 

of past hopeless struggles and new sense of power through Christ, 

was relying to the charge that his religion was a delusion: He said 

“thank for the delusion; it has put clothes on my children and shoes 

on their feet and bread in their mouths. It has made a man of me and 

has put joy and peace in my home which had been a hell if this e a 

delusion may God send it to the slaves of drink everywhere, for their 

slavery is an awful reality.” 

The Christian religion, amidst all others, has the solution to man’s 

spiritual need. An encounter with Jesus Christ objectively obliterates the 

guilt of sin from the heart of the believer. The believer, according to 

Hebrews 10:2, will therefore, “have no more consciousness of sins”. In 

essence, there is no stultification of one’s intellect-intellectual impotence, 

because the Christian experience is wholesome. 
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The ethical conduct of Christianity is superior and the most widely 

accepted, of all conducts. Marxism ignorantly presumed that, since religion 

seems to be primarily concerned with the eternal happiness of the 

individual, it has become addicted to personal spiritual pleasure seeking. 

On the contrary, it should be noted that the individualistic call of the gospel 

message, leads consequently to and precedes the relationship of the 

converted to his fellow believer. This is due to the fact that, Jesus Christ, as 

the centre of a bicycle wheel-core and object of the Christian faith, holds the 

focus of each spoke,( the individual believers) in the wheel. Klaus (1980:70) 

quotes the statement of Marx’s  contemporary who said, “… if you are 

looking up to heaven, you cannot at the same time look at your neighbor, 

unless you are cross-eyed”.  The deduction here is that faith is detrimental 

to love. As in the case of the prism, for instance, the white light passing 

through it, goes on to form the beautifully blended color of the R O Y G B I 

V – Red,  Orange, Yellow, Green, Blue, Indigo, and Violet respectively. In 

as much as one is tuned to the direct and unselfish love of God, there is 

bound to be the mutual assistance needed within neighbors. Rather, the 

contemporary’s quote should read thus: the lesser one is tuned to God’s 

love, the more threatening he becomes both to himself and his neighbors. 

The Pauline epistle to the Philippians (4:8) says that, 

 “Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are 

honest, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever 

things are lovely, whatever things are of good report; if there be any 

virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things”.  

The importance of the Christian conduct is again indicated in the 

Holy scriptures; (2nd Peter 1:5-7) 

 “And besides this, giving all diligence, add to your faith 

virtue; and  to virtue, knowledge; and to knowledge, self-

control; and to self-control, patience; and to patience, 

godliness; and to godliness, brotherly kindness; and to 

brotherly kindness, love”.  
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The supernatural character and earthly life of the founder of 

Christianity-Jesus Christ, is another infallible proof to the fact that 

Christianity is not an opium  of the people. If the accusation be correct, it 

then follows that the same remarks go to the founder; but how come about 

the words of Jesus being the greatest ever spoken? His words are read more, 

quoted more, loved more, believed more, translated more and what have 

you. Bernard Ramm (1967:170-171) affirms,  

“No other man’s words have the appeal of Jesus’ words 

because no other man can answer these fundamental human 

questions as Jesus answered them. They are the kind of 

answers we would expect God to give, and [those] who 

believe in Jesus’ deity have no problem as to why these words 

came from His mouth’. 

Ramm (ibid. 163-164) supported his argument by citing another author: 

Speaking of the greatness of Jesus Schaff writes that, ‘this 

Jesus, of Nazareth, without money or arms, conquered more 

millions than Alexander, Caesar, Mohammed, and Napoleon; 

without science and learning, He shed more light on things 

more human and divine than all philosophers and Scholars 

combined; without the eloquence of schools, He spoke such 

words of life as were never spoken before or since, and 

produced effects which went beyond the reach of oratory or 

poet; without writing a single line, He set more pens in 

motion, and finished themes for more sermons, orations, 

discussions, learned volumes, works of art, and songs of 

praise, than the whole army of great men of ancient and 

modern times’. 

The earthly life of Jesus is one full of unique events. He went about 

doing good; he healed the sick, raised the dead, and walked upon the sea. 

At his teen-age, He silenced the priests in the synagogue by reason of his 

intellectual questions and explanations. Could such a wise man have been 
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the founder of an opiate religion? McDowell (1979:326) quotes the noted 

historian at Yale University, Kenneth Scott Latourette as stating that,  

“Never has Jesus had so wide and so profound an effect upon 

humanity as in the past three or four generations. Through 

Him million of individuals have been transformed and have 

begun to live the kind of life which he exemplified”.  

  Never a man spoke of his death as did Jesus. His death was 

purposeful, in that it was aimed towards the redemption of mankind. He 

never died as a result of his sins or criminal acts but for man’s. Though 

critics deny the fact of His death- Swoon theory, there was an indisputable 

medical evidence of Christ’s death blood and water gushed out of His 

pierced side. And if He be not dead, why did the Roman soldiers ever allow 

him to be brought down from the cross? Why, on earth, should a living 

body be embalmed? Burial is necessary only when there is a preceding 

death. It was through the death of Jesus Christ, therefore, that the Christians 

have their valid salvation. Because Christianity is worth its claims, the 

founder gave his life for it. In other words, the death of Jesus sealed and 

brought Christianity into effect, as recorded in Hebrews 9:15-17,  

“and for this cause He is the mediator of the new testament, that by 

means of death, for the redemption of the transgressions that were 

under the first testament, they which are called might receive the 

promise of eternal inheritance. For where a testament is, there must 

also of necessity be the death of the testator. For a testament is of 

force after men are dead: otherwise it is of no strength at all while 

the testator liveth.” 

Jesus, not only spoke of his death, but also about his resurrection, 

with all certainty and on a definite day. For one to be very specific about his 

death and resurrection proves his power above all nature and humanity. 

Humanly speaking, for one to speak of dying and resurrecting on the third 

day, would without remedy, earn him an asylum. However, Jesus spoke 

with all sincerity. Of all the religions of the world, only Christianity has 

claimed an empty tomb. This signifies the  opiatelessness Soundness and 
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Historicity of the Christian Religion. All the false hypothesis propounded 

against the resurrection of Jesus Christ were, and would be, no force to be 

reckoned with. Without the resurrection of Christ, Christianity would have 

been a dead religion; but if it be true, then, no Jupiter can stand against 

Christianity. The enemies of Christ, and the Christian religion instead of 

refuting the resurrection, were rather silenced by Peter’s Kerygmatic 

sermon on the day of Pentecost, in Act 2. The historicity of Christianity 

makes it authentic, verifiable and rational religion rather than an opium of 

the people. 

 

Conclusion 

 In conclusion, then, the article has proved by the above points that 

Marxism, rather than Christianity, is an opium of the people. The 

communists (Russians) are being manipulated upon, not given any chance 

to express their views. It is high time for Marxism to understand, by virtue 

of its alleged knowledge, that human beings are no machines; man, among 

other creatures, is a being of free will and the power of choice. Noticeably, 

Marx was so shortsighted that he never knew about the inevitable, and 

indispensible growth of the strong middle class in every society. Definitely, 

the Marxist efforts in the communist world have proved abortive down 

through the years. There still exists, even presently, the bourgeoisie and the 

proletariat. The silent work of Christianity, cannot be overemphasized 

down through the centuries. Klaus (1980:152) quotes,  

The findings of Leonid Ilyichov, who combines the ideal of the new 

man with considerable hostility toward religion was given the task 

of producing a survey on why the influence of Christianity in the 

soviet union is on the increase. It is said that his investigation 

produced the following four reasons: Christians are usually highly  

trustworthy workers and very  often are given positions of high  

responsibility, such as driving  Cranes and so  forth.  Therefore they 

gain good reputations among the populace; Christians have  solved 

the problem of alcoholism ( a major factor in the setback of industrial 
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production in the Soviet Union)  for themselves;  Christians 

maintain peaceful relations in their families and even help toward 

reconciliation in their neighbor’s families when they are on the brink 

of breakdown. They do more than just talk about peace in 

conferences and in resolutions; Christians will let no one die without 

consolation. 

 Moreover, Klaus speaks of the statement of one of the leaders of the 

Russian Baptist Church who confirmed the story saying, “… I am a loyal 

citizen of my Nation. But I do not think that Marxism will be able to achieve 

the results it is looking for. On the other hand, if a  person is fully gripped 

by Christ it will shine forth in everything be does”.34 The accusation of 

Marxism about a religion such as Christianity is a grievous offence. It is one 

biting the fingers that are feeding him. If only Marxism will try Christianity, 

they will be glad they did. Those who tried Christianity have never 

regretted unto this day. For any Nation to squeeze Christianity out of its 

system, by any means, is as the extraction of the nucleus of a cell; the 

system, will then be good for nothing, fighting hard after the shadow and 

leaving off the substance. There suppose to be, therefore, a thorough 

investigation about Christianity, before anyone should ever rise to make a 

hasty statement. A violation of the above instruction, will lead to the 

forfeiture of one’s ethos. Christianity, therefore, is not, and can never be, an 

opium of the people, but a lifestyle that is verifiable at any given point in 

time. 
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