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Abstract  
Terrorism has become a fast growing phenomenon which has posed a 

great challenge to the world particularly in Third World countries. This 

paper investigates the conscious creative efforts made by playwrights to 

combat terrorism in the political landscape of Nigeria. Deploying the 

literary methodological approach, the paper explores Effiong Johnson’s 

drama The Fight Has Just Begun and how it responds to the encounters 

of terrorism caused by royal politicians and enraged youths of the 

society. The exploration divulges the persistent bond between 

terrorism, the construction of dominance and egocentricity. The paper 

consequently argues for concern to be given to the development of an 

appropriate dramatic tradition to combat terrorism through probing the 

ethical tasks of communal engagement in the counter terrorist political 

actions. 
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Introduction 

Terrorism is a major challenge of man across the globe. It brings pain 

sorrow, tears and destruction upon human life and human society. It has 

been deployed as a political weapon to enthrone an oppressive government 

and as well to fight against an oppressive government. Terrorism puts fear 

persistently in the heart of people and acts strongly as an agency of 

destabilization and dislocation in most human societies. Terrorism has 

direct negative impact on democratic practice and process; it generates 

physical destruction and brings down the psychological strength and 

economic power of a nation. Terrorist threats and terrorist actions put a 

nation in imbalance. The attack on the World Trade Centre and the 

Pentagon on September 11 in 2001 by about 300 Afghanistans under the 

leadership of Osama Bin Laden, braced by the Taliban establishment. This 

makes the Al-Qaeda Hamas, and Hezbollah international terrorist 

organizations.  In African the point has been made that  several complex of 

problems of terrorism stem from religious encumbrances, conflicts of 

power struggle, corruptions, election rigging, economic quagmire and 

resources control among others, which have however been occasioned by 

the craze and desires for the enjoyment of the spoils of the state to maintain 

the statuesque (Oche 1). This implies that acts of terrorism are severally 

motivated. It is interesting to note that scholars have identified types of 

terrorism.  We will rely on Ahmed (2) who identified five types of terrorism 

which are: State terrorism, Religious terrorism, Criminal terrorism, Political 

terrorism; and Oppositional terrorism. Terrorism may be taxonomised but 

the common identity amongst these types of terrorism is that they are all 

inflicting pain on man and society. Terrorism assumes international, 

national, regional and local dimensions. Terrorism aims strongly at 

dislocation of the unwanted party and this form of dislocation is either 

negative or positive. It is negative when the dislocator attempts to dislocate 

man and society that enjoys freedom, protection and balance but it becomes 

positive when the dislocated applies it to dislocate the dislocator to gain 

relocation of freedom protection and balance in the society. Terrorism in 
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the world has become a very vital and strong agency for political 

negotiation. In many ways the African political space has been governed by 

forms of terrorism. The most visible are state terrorism, criminal and 

oppositional terrorism. In fact it is difficult to state which type of terrorism 

is not political since by whatever form and classification they take their 

ultimate aim is to achieve a purpose. 

 

A Conceptual Interpretation of Terrorism  

Scholars all over the world have offered their informed view of terrorism. 

It has been examined from political, religious, economic and cultural 

perspectives. Politically, terrorism is either caused by the state or by state 

opposition forces. Economically, it is instituted to breakdown the economy 

of a people or to declare some people invisible in a geopolitical space for 

the dominant class to become economically prosperous. Culturally, in some 

cultural settings the patriarchy makes customs and traditions that hold 

women as victims.  Stern defines terrorism as “an act or threat or violence 

against noncombatants with the objective of exacting revenge, intimidating, 

or otherwise influencing an audience” (20). This definition of terrorism 

seems to agree with the position of the office of the United Nations High 

Commissioner for Human Rights which states that Terrorism is commonly 

understood to refer to acts of violence that target civilians in the pursuit of 

political or ideological aims (5). The implications of the act of terrorism is 

further deepened by the General Assembly’s Declaration In 1994, on 

Measures to Eliminate International Terrorism, set out in its resolution 

49/60, stated that terrorism includes “criminal acts intended or calculated 

to provoke a state of terror in the general public, a group of persons or 

particular persons for political purposes” and that such acts “are in any 

circumstances unjustifiable, whatever the considerations of a political, 

philosophical, ideological, racial, ethnic, religious or other nature that may 

be invoked to justify them(6). The European Union’s Framework Decision 

on Combating Terrorism of 2002 which defines terrorism as:  
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Criminal offences against persons and property that, given 

their nature or context, may seriously damage a country or 

international organisation where committed with the aim of: 

seriously intimidating a population; or unduly compelling a 

Government or international organisation to perform or 

abstain from performing any act; or seriously destabilising or 

destroying the fundamental political, economic or social 

structure of a country or an international organisation 

(quoted by Alex P. Schmid in 15) 

 

The Academic Consensus Definition holds that terrorism refers to both 

ideas (ideology) and action (behaviour). Terrorism is, on the one hand a 

doctrine about the presumed effectiveness of a special form or tactic of fear-

generating, coercive political violence and, on the other hand, a 

conspiratorial practice of calculated, demonstrative, direct violent action 

without legal or moral restraints, targeting mainly civilians and non-

combatants, performed for its propagandistic and psychological effects on 

various audiences and conflict parties (68). 

 

The principal goal of terrorism whether state or political or criminal 

terrorism  is  the  crumbling of human rights, democracy and the rule of law 

and human happiness. It is for this reason Wilkinson views and expresses 

terrorism as a ‘special form of political violence’ (106).Terrorists groups are 

delegitimized by Governments and other forms of legitimate authorities. 

The principal intent of delegitimization is de-radicalise terrorist groups and 

erase legitimacy from legitimate of groups perceived to be fierce. The 

narrative of terrorism has been traced to the beginning of conflict in human 

history. This is attested to by Caleb Carr, who notes that terrorism is as old 

as human conflict itself (6). The implication here is that terrorism thrives on 

conflict. Caleb Carr further equates terrorism with war. This position 

cannot be dismissed as untrue because the world all over wage war against 

terrorism in any terrorized space.  
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In Africa there have been cases of insurgency. Insurgencies precipitated by 

subalternisation, slavery, religious fundamentalism and identity politics 

struggle. These effects of terrorism are mostly generated by state or 

religious terrorisms. In Nigeria, the Boko Haram Sect which is known 

widely as covetous and radical Islamic fundamentalist group has engaged 

in and sustained terrorism against the Nigerian state has been branded as a 

terrorist group. Terrorism as an act may be deployed even by none 

terrorists groups.  The distinction to be made here is that some groups exist 

as terrorist groups while others just use the act to negotiate for a better deal. 

Their act is a violent resistance to political oppression despite the clear fact 

that such acts go against some laws of the nation. Violence against political 

oppression or repression is understood in informed political science circle 

as persuasive and pressure exerting politics.  The people who carry out 

these acts of violence suffer problems of identity, botched amalgamation, 

and stigmatization, denunciation, seeming estrangement, subalternisation, 

segregation, proportional abandonment and degradation.  It is on this note 

that such groups like Niger Delta insurgency groups and IPOB may not be 

clearly and authoritatively declared and branded as terrorist groups. It is 

saddening to note that Africa has a complicated narrative of political 

violence. This is due to failure of the state, poverty and sub- ordination of 

people in multi-cultural states. Terrorism in Africa is caused by economic, 

political and religious egocentrism and ethnocentrism. Terrorism across the 

globe makes its victim societies to suffer disastrous human and property 

damage due to their violence. This is due to failure to address the reality of 

the political conflicts in a country by agents of terrorism in government.  

 

Counter-terrorism  

Counter terrorism is an anti-terrorist strategy deployed by governments 

and terrorized legitimate spaces to combat and dispel terrorism. It is a 

deliberate approach that is put in place to dislocate the dislocator of   

dislocated space(s) to achieve peace, freedom and equilibrium in society. 

The intention of counter- terrorism is to put an end to terrorism in a society 
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that suffers its pains, misery and the sorrow it comes with. Counter 

terrorism can be achieved in many possible ways. The former Secretary-

General of the UN, Kofi Annan identified five elements which is the 

principle and comprehensive strategy to counter terrorism in Africa.  In his 

keynote address at the International Summit on Democracy, Terrorism and 

Security in 2005 which are, dissuade disaffected groups from choosing 

terrorism as a tactic to achieve their goals, deny terrorists the ability to carry 

out their attacks. Deter them from supporting terrorists, develop capacity 

to prevent terrorism; and defend human rights in the struggle against 

terrorism (cited in Oche 9, 10). These anti-terrorists strategists identified by 

Kofi Anan are cogent but there is more to it in counter terrorism. It also 

includes a declaration of outright war on the part of the state against 

opposition terrorism or the institution of insurgency against state terrorism. 

Insurgency itself is a terroristic act against terrorism of state or a political 

authority and power that wields and promotes terrorism. Counter 

terrorism is about the protection and promotion of fundamental human 

rights. Such as rights to life, right to freedom, protection or security and to 

economic, cultural and social rights. Counter terrorism destroys the 

terrorist’s dream of devastating human life, liberty and integrity to prevent 

the destabilization of either an established or legitimate government or the 

invasion of public society, the destruction of peace, security and economic 

prosperity. As terrorism is a constant and major threat to fundamental 

human rights so is counter terrorism instituted to prevent the violation of 

these prized human rights. Counter terrorism deploys the ideology and 

strategy of de- radicalization or counter radicalization, essentially to deal 

with the root causes of terrorism. Going beyond the accepted legal and 

social measures to seek deal with either state oppression or insurgence 

amounts to radicalization. Thus counter- radicalization becomes a strategy 

of circumventing terrorism by both state agents and insurgency groups. 

 

It is pertinent to examine the implication of the title frame of this study 

which is rested on the dislocation of the dislocator in a terrorized dislocated 
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space. I find this patenting theoretical frame relevant for the study and 

understanding of the subject of terrorism and counter terrorism. This is 

because the terrorist strikes with the tendency to dislocate and sometimes 

succeeds in dislocation of a society to gain possession of the society or put 

it at imbalance. In the same vein the act of counter terrorisms is an effort to 

dislocate the dislocator of a terrorized space essentially to regain the 

original location. Dislocation theory by this researcher is crafted as an 

intellectual scrutiny of literary authors, themes or stylistic mechanisms that 

are reflective of the rudiments of dislocation and destabilizing approach to 

literary texts and by extension, dramatic or theatrical presentations, seen 

within regional and national backgrounds "from the flesh of language and 

the framing capacity of dramatic verses".(5)The term dislocation point to a 

theoretical praxis which can be experienced positively and negatively. The 

same negative force attracts positive negativism or negative positivism to 

attain freedom. In essence, when force is applied to set free a force that has 

dislocated a body it becomes a positive dislocating force. Dislocation theory 

is the elimination of bad conditions in the body through the same 

dislocating methodological approach. Dislocation of dislocation expresses 

itself in a literary piece that exposes vice and rendering it powerless. It 

displaces the evil grip of the tyrant and antagonist and negotiates the 

location of a better deal. A dislocated society is an unbalanced society, a 

society in which majority or some of its citizens are denied freedom and 

protection and this goes to negate the laws of the physical universe (Binebai 

9).This first segment of the paper has so far attempted to clarify the concepts 

of terrorism and counter terrorism and the concept of dislocation. This 

should give us the knowledge of their application to the primary select texts 

of investigation. 

 

Dislocation of the dislocator in Effiong Johnson’s The Fight has just begun 

This drama responds to the theme of countering terrorism in a terrorized 

space. It is set in the southern part of Nigeria, specifically in the Ibibio 

speaking area of Akwa Ibom State. The form of terrorism the drama 
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parades is political terrorism. Terrorism and counter terrorism stems from 

the political struggle in the play as it is connected to succession to the throne 

of Mobio. The play is located in a traditional milieu. But the tradition of 

succession appears modern because the ruler does not rule for a life time 

like democratically elected official of a political office. It in this arrangement 

that Edidem Ekarika and his brother, Ini-Ekem Ekarika ascended the 

throne.  The Fight has Just Begun is a dramatic representation of power 

mongering and power grabbing political leaders in post-colonial Africa. It 

is a very vivid example of African political leaders who sit tight in office 

principally and fundamentally against rules to breach freedom, protection 

and balance just to bring about terrorism. The Ekarikas had ruled for seven 

years and the customs and traditions require them to vacate the throne but 

they insist on holding on to power. They transform into political terrorists 

by first attempting to make themselves permanent holders of the throne. 

This action amounts to kidnapping of the throne and to achieve this black 

dream they move further to silencing of opposition voices.  They poison to 

death Udobong, Imo, the young king’s designates uncle and product of the 

African Peoples Institute to make a safe landing on their desire to hold on 

to the throne. They make dangerous and deadly arrangement with their 

royal guards to use violence to secure the throne a second time (Binebai 6). 

Actions of this nature are propelled by greed and terrorism is usually a 

means deployed to secure grave ambitions of this magnitude. In declaring 

interest to remain on the throne against the traditional constitution and 

institution of the land Ekarika gives selfish reason for attempting to remain 

on the throne. 

 

EKARIKA: Father, this boy is only ten years old. He is unfit for any 

position of authority in Mobio. Even our traditions do not 

advocate that. I strongly see his youthfulness as the will of 

God to give me just another chance to make amends. Come to 

think of it father, this boy’s father died with his two grown up 

sons before he completed his tenure of rulership (8) 
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The Mobio kingdom is held hostage by the terroristic frolics and 

intemperance of the Ekarikas. The ambition to perpetuate themselves in 

office at the expiration of their tenure makes the Ekarikas political savages. 

Their ambition is held loftier and more important than the peace, freedom, 

protection and equilibrium of the land. They sit as barricades on the 

transition road of Mobio Kingdom. This singular act presents them as 

dislocators who dislocate the peace and stability of the kingdom. It is 

significant to note that the entire Mobio kingdom is held hostage by the 

actions of the sit-tight rulers of the Ekarika dynasty. The siege of the throne 

becomes a major dislocation and calamity. Important sons of the land are 

murdered by the apostles of violence. 

 

The playwright institutes a dramatic effort in countering terrorism in the 

Fight has Just Begun from the murder of Udobong and the planned 

appropriation of violence to retain the throne. The refusal to relinquish the 

throne, the denial of Imo, the king designate, the right to ascend the throne 

and the murder of Udobong to silence possible voices of opposition against 

their ambition to remain on the throne became heavily viewed as act of 

terrorism. The throne must be properly secured, peace of the kingdom must 

be maintained and the right person must ascend the throne. These are 

driving themes and forces that result in countering the terrorism of the 

Ekarikas. Effiong Johnson’s construct using dramatic voice to counter 

terrorism has a radical methodological approach. He uses the same method 

of unleashing violence on the kingdom by the political terrorists and social 

dislocators to counter their extremism. This is more like state terrorism that 

is replied with resistant violence in some post colonial African nations 

including Nigeria. Thus it can be conveniently stated that the playwright 

deploys the mechanism of positive dislocation to dislocate negative 

dislocation to gain the possession of the Mobio kingdom.  The lesson to be 

deduced from this drama is that African masses should not sit back and 

lament their terrorized space by political goblins. They must resort to 

profitable and vibrant revolutionary approaches of seeking redress to 
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defend their political traditions. In this battle, Imo, his mother, Ndidem 

Ayara, a one-time king and Mobio, Akpaisong and the people of Mobio in 

Ekondo are on one side against the egocentric members of the Ndidem 

royalty who refuse to relinquish power (Binebai 7).  

 

Effiong Johnson deploys the militant opposition option to change the ugly 

face of political terrorism in Mobio Kingdom. He seems to be suggesting 

that to counter political terrorism, revolutionary approaches by the masses 

is fundamental and imperative. Although violence is used to dislodge the 

terrorists of the political space it is central to note that this form of violence 

is not terroristic but a response to political oppression. It is an action that 

can best be described as a political action and pressure politics that counters 

and resists political oppression. The action of violence the actors of state 

terrorism deploy is a radicalized action but it can fittingly be taxonomised 

as counter terrorism and counter radicalism. Effiong Johnson’s The Fight has 

Just Begun shares similar political experience with Ebi Roberts An Empty 

kingdom. In a review of the play Binebai expresses the point that:  

 

The succession to the throne of Egweama by the royal house 

does not catch the fancy of the youth and people of the 

kingdom. Hence the old tradition is set aside and ablaze for 

the new tradition of making royalty outside royal boundaries. 

Thus the conflict is between conservatism versus change, 

between an old order and a new order, between royalty and 

the common man. Duadogi is like Kurumi the eponymous 

hero in Ola Rotimi’s Kurumi who for selfish reasons defends 

the old tradition for his personal benefit. This cultural 

reformation is an attempt at modernising the ancient customs 

and cultures of Egweama kingdom to get rid of obsolete 

traditions that vitiate humanity. This is a deliberate design of 

change that displaces previous lawful and relevant traditions 

and customs.  What this implies is that kingdoms break and 
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perish when the greed of individuals in power become 

increasingly alarming (3)  

 

Both The Fight has just Begun and An Empty kingdom share identical radical 

political action by the oppressed and terrorized masses. While in The fight 

has just Begun the masses organize violence against the dislocator in An 

Empty Kingdom, the masses abandoned the throne and the kingdom in 

search of a new throne and new kingdom with their chosen ruler. The 

revolution of the masses against the sit-tight rulers of the Mobio kingdom 

reminds us of the Jerry Rawlings Revolution in Ghana in which the 

perceived political terrorists who led Ghana to economic emasculation and 

political opprobrium were violently and totally wiped out of existence in a 

large hall.  

 

The revolutionary characters created by Effiong Johnson mobilise the 

masses and deploy the strategy of terrorism to dislocate the dislocator of 

the Mobio Kingdom. What this means is that terrorism is also an answer to 

terrorism.  On the question of countering terrorism, The Fight has Just Begun 

makes a bold declaration of the fact that violent strategies of terrorists are 

fitting for the dislocation of the terrorist. This approach to countering 

terrorism seems to succeed more in literature than in real life situation in 

Nigeria. This is because in Nigeria and other African nations where there is 

political terrorism, nothing has been done to radically dislocate and 

dislodge the few state terrorists.  Terrorism and counter terrorism in The 

Fight has Just begun, though rigged by violence has political motivation. The 

voices of sanity in the play strike back to dislocate the political terrorists 

essentially to preserve the cultural and political space against the 

groundless violence and terrorism of the dislocator.   

 

Conclusion  

This paper which investigated terrorism and its countering through the 

instrumentality of drama critically analysed Effiong Johnsons The fight has 
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just Begun. The study discovered that the world has however brain-stormed 

through the agency of the United Nations strategies for countering 

terrorism and has come up with some counter terrorism strategies.  The 

Fight has just Begun, dramatises counter terrorism actions that follow some 

of the international standards listed above. Apart from mobilizing and 

moving the masses against the captors of political power to maintain the 

cultural and political status quo as it concerns the Mobio royalty, it is very 

apparent that Johnson’s action denies the political terrorist their vision to 

perpetuate themselves in office. By so doing he also uses drama to raise 

consciousness of the masses and to develop the capacity to prevent 

terrorism as well as the defence of human rights and rights of the kingdom. 

It is significant to note that every effort or strategy put in place to fight 

terrorism falls within the frame of dislocation of the dislocator. The paper 

holds strongly that drama is a very effective tool for combating terrorism 

through its aesthetics of protestation, reflection and social reconstruction. 
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