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Abstract 

This paper examines the Bible, prosperity preaching and its religious 

impact on sustainable development. Prosperity gospel and the craze 

for miracle has become the contemporary trend of the new 

generational preachers or pastors. The flamboyant lifestyle of clergy 

and the congregant have become a terrible problem in the society. 

The message of abundant life and blessing is making material 

prosperity a measure of authentic Christianity. Poverty and illness 

are seen as curses which can be broken by faith and righteous action. 

Poverty is fast becoming a signal of sinfulness, to an extent that 

those who are poor are seen as sinners who have yet given their lives 

to God. It is the prosperity of pastors and members of the church that 

determine whether the church is worshipping God rightly or not. 

The less privileged ones among them either live the church or involve 

in one atrocity or the other in order to feel among. It has been 

discovered that some pastors no longer give correct interpretation to 

the bible. Wealth is interpreted in prosperity preaching as a blessing 

from God, obtained through a spiritual law of positive confession, 

visualization and donation. The phenomenical approach was 

adopted; and this research made use of long essay with the use of 

books and journals relevant to this research. The researcher 

recommends that, contextual meaning of the biblical text used be 

clearly understood by preacher. Preachers should not preach to 
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enrich their belly but rather empower the members through 

meaningful programmes on how to create wealth and be heavenly 

conscious. 

 

Keywords: Bible, prosperity, preaching, religious, sustainable 

development. 

 

Introduction 

Prosperity preaching among Christians is a message that generates 

considerable argument in many quarters. All over the world the 

controversy is still ranging. Prosperity preaching is what is reigning in 

many Christian churches, leaving out the real message of Christianity. This 

teaching is gaining ground in the minds of African society, and the teaching 

emphasized that, God does not want any of His children to be poor or lack 

anything they may desire. This teaching is found in the Old Testament 

messages where God promised his people material blessing. In psalm 34:9, 

it says “fear the Lord, you his saints, for those who fear him lack nothing”, 

and in psalm 23:1, the bible says “the Lord is my shepherd, I shall not 

want”. Also the bible says in matt. 7:7-8 “ask and it will be given to you… 

for everyone who asks receives; and in matt 11:24 the bible says “therefore 

I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, 

and it will be yours”. Looking critically into the above passages, it is taught 

that the only way to get what you want is to “name it and claim it by faith”. 

A careful investigation shows that this teaching appears to have good 

support in the bible. According to Donovan (2000), this teaching reveals an 

error of bible interpretation that has been the source of many Christian 

cults. He maintains that this error is either to quote verse out of biblical 

context in other to prove an idea, or to quote just a verse on the subject 

without considering all the verses on that subject found in the bible. For 

Donovan (2000), it is only when all the passages in the bible on a particular 

subject are considered together that a person can correctly understands the 

teaching of the bible on that subject.  
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Christianity has had a much longer tradition of critiquing a materialistic 

lifestyle; Jesus’ life was lived as a rejection of the merely material 

perspective. In His sermon on the mount, Jesus tells us that we can become 

enslaved by the desire of material things and money. He pleads with us to 

go beyond concerns of what we will consume and seek our creator and His 

will. In Matthew 6:25 Jesus taught “therefore I tell you, do not be anxious 

about your life, what you shall eat or what you shall drink, nor about your 

body, what you shall put on, is not life more than food and body more than 

clothing. The problem with the multitude of many Nigerian Christians 

towards material things is that, they attach much importance to material 

things such as money to the detriment of their lives in heaven. This ugly 

trend continues to affect the innocent Christian who suffers of material 

hardship, as Aweda (2009) wrote, “The interpretation and the implication 

of the teaching that no Christian should be poor is that those who claim to 

be Christian but are struggling to make ends meet are only making false 

claims to be Christians”. 

The task before this paper is to make a critical study of the issue of 

prosperity preaching in the Christian churches, thereby try to find out 

whether quest for material possessions should be the prime objective of 

Christianity. This study will look critically to the practice of prosperity 

preaching and also its religious impacts for sustainable national 

development. It serves as a source of knowledge to Christian’s congregation 

especially to various preachers of the word who has deviated from the true 

message of the gospel to prosperity preaching. 

 

The Bible 

Youngblood (2000) sees the bible as the sacred book or the collection of 

books, accepted by the Christian church as uniquely inspired of God, and 

thus authoritative, providing guideline for belief and behavior.  Alexander 

& David (2000) avow that the bible is not written in a secret spiritual code 

which must be understood. He maintains that “the bible is both divinely 

inspired and fully human” (p.35). The fact that God speaks directly and 
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uniquely through the bible does not, however, reduce the biblical writers to 

typewriters. Each book gives clear evidence of its human history. The bible 

is an inspired word of God. The entire scripture both old and new 

testaments are written by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit – 11Tomothy 

3:16-17. Since the bible is the inspired word of God, it becomes normative 

for doctrinal formation of the moral code and conduct of all believers. The 

Bible is the shortest authority in the church. The teachings of the bible are 

not reviewable. Adeboye (2010) asserts that the word of God is settled on 

the throne of the highest council and eternal wisdom is behind the word of 

God, unlimited knowledge is behind its understanding that cannot be 

measured. Whatever God can do, His word can do likewise. Whatever His 

word says, God is bound to do and His word is settled forever. According 

to Ukpong (2008), this position does not allow a scientific study of the Bible, 

and this blockage generally lead to a kind of superstitious use of the Bible. 

Adeboye sustains as cited in Ukpong (2008) that: 

 Angels hear the word of God and they fly swiftly to carry out 

strange assessments. Demons hear the word and they give up their 

hiding places. Satan hears the word and he feels the terror of the 

everlasting fire. Barren wombs hear the word and it releases its 

captives. Everything visible and in invisible is subject to the power 

of God’s word. Even God does not live above His word.  

The written word of the Bible assures a magical and titanic character thus 

confusing the incarnation dimension of the word of God in history. God 

does not speak in a vacuum. The Bible is subject to the superstitious use and 

understanding, when the word is not allowed to be heard in a context of a 

faith community from the authoritative high of the perennial faith of the 

church universal, it is too little to remark that where there no scientific and 

deep spiritual hermeneutic platform, the Bible cannot be incarnated, it 

cannot be the word of God. The Bible did not fall down from heaven. It 

came out from the religious experience of the people in a faith community. 

According to Ukpong (2008), it is a story of the struggle of believers to get 
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hold of God over the course of time. The Bible as the word of God to the 

world therefore finds fulfillment in the person of the incarnate God of God, 

the authoritative word of God to mankind. The promise of the Bible must 

be fulfilled literally and God is under obligation to accomplish such 

promises since He is not above the Bible. All the Bible teachings are holy, 

what the Bible reveals as the will of God are such that we should accept, 

and whatever God writes in the Bible and His laws are to remain 

unchangeable; for the Heavens and Earth will pass away but the word of 

God stands forever Deut. 4:22; Rev.22:18-19 and matt.24:34-38. 

Sustainable Development 

Many scholars have given various definitions of the meanings of the 

concept of sustainable development. According to Aguirre (2002), 

sustainable development is the primary tool used to promote economic 

development in developing countries and to protect the environment. 

Ifechelobi (2011) sees it as the development of the nation in all aspect of 

human endeavour. Development involves changing lives and attitudes. It 

cut across human life, socio-cultural, environmental, scientifically, 

technological, educational, agricultural, spiritual and otherwise. For 

ifechelobi (2011), the development that is worth pursuing is one that takes 

cognizance of the collective interests of the people. According to 

Nwachukwu (2010),  

True development is not only about physical structures and easily 

felt or touched objects here and there… important as these are, 

development has mental and cultural implications and no nation can 

develop from the outside or from imposed constructs of our cultures 

(p.4). 

In the view of Uche (2011) sustainable development refers to a defined 

growth in every sphere of the structure of the society. It puts in place 

functional measures such as education, respect for rules of law, democratic 
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ideas, hard work, and justice. Others include offering hope to the weak and 

other processes growth in individual progress in Nigerian life.  

The Bible and Prosperity Preaching 

 According to Oyedepo (2014) prosperity is not just having money; it’s a 

state of wellbeing which you enter into through the covenant of abundance. 

Idahosa (1987) avows that prosperity transcends money. The word 

prosperity has been over-used in our days, but that does not undermine its 

inbuilt meaning as far as the bible is concerned. According to Sibani & Oko  

(2014) prosperity gospel has been applied by western analysts to a strain of 

theology that considers financial success and material wealth as a gift from 

God to believers and that this can be achieved by faith and prayer. 

Prosperity is a controversial subject, since some authors consider the 

prosperity gospel primarily as a form of wishful thinking or a distraction 

from more urgent business. Prosperity gospel is also known as the “Word 

of faith” where the believer is told to use God, whereas the truth of biblical 

Christianity is just the opposite—God uses the believer. According to Hagin 

(2007) Prosperity theology sees the Holy Spirit as a power to be put to use 

for whatever the believer wills. The Bible teaches that the Holy Spirit is a 

Person who enables the believer to do God's will. The prosperity preachers 

closely resemble some of the destructive greed sects that infiltrated the 

early church. Paul and the other apostles were not accommodating to or 

conciliatory with the false teachers who propagated such heresies. They 

identified them as dangerous false teachers and urged Christians to avoid 

them. Paul warned Timothy about such men in 1Timothy 6:5, 9-11. These 

men of “corrupt mind” supposed godliness was a means of gain and their 

desire for riches was a trap that brought them “into ruin and destruction”  

The pursuit of wealth is a dangerous path for Christians and one which God 

warns about: “For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some 

people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced 

themselves with many grieves”. If riches were reasonable goals for the 

godly, Jesus would have pursued it. But He did not, preferring instead to 
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have no place to lay His head (Matthew 8:20) and teaching His disciples to 

do likewise. Paul said covetousness is idolatry (Ephesians 5:5) and 

instructed the Ephesians to avoid anyone who brought a message of 

immorality or covetousness (Ephesians 5:6-7). Wealth may be associated 

primarily with money, but when the scriptures stress that God wishes that 

thou mayest prosper, it is not limited to money. For Idahosa (1987), God’s 

plan for man is to body, soul, and spirit. Everybody needs prosperity- 

marriage, education, family, ministry, and everything one lay hands to do.  

Prosperity teaching prohibits God from working on His own, meaning that 

God is not Lord of all because He cannot work until we release Him to do 

so. Faith, according to the Word of Faith doctrine, is not submissive trust in 

God; faith is a formula by which we manipulate the spiritual laws that 

prosperity teachers believe govern the universe. As the name “Word of 

Faith” implies, this preacher teaches that faith is a matter of what we say 

more than whom we trust or what truth we embrace and affirm in our 

hearts. A favorite term in the Word of Faith movement is “positive 

confession.” This refers to the teaching that words themselves have creative 

power. What you say, prosperity preachers claim, determines everything 

that happens to you. Your confessions, especially the favors you demand of 

God, must all be stated positively and without wavering. Then God is 

required to answer (as though man could require anything of God!). Thus, 

God's ability to bless us supposedly hangs on our faith. James 4:13-16 

clearly contradicts this teaching:  

“Now listen, you who say, ‘Today or tomorrow we will go to this or 

that city, spend a year there, carry on business and make money.’ 

Why, you do not even know what will happen tomorrow. What is 

your life? You are a mist that appears for a little while and then 

vanishes.”  

Far from speaking things into existence in the future, we do not even know 

what tomorrow will bring or even whether we will be alive. Instead of 

stressing the importance of wealth, the Bible warns against pursuing it. 

Believers, especially leaders in the church (1 Timothy 3:3), are to be free 
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from the love of money (Hebrews 13:5). The love of money leads to all kinds 

of evil (1 Timothy 6:10). Jesus warned, “Watch out! Be on your guard 

against all kinds of greed; a man's life does not consist in the abundance of 

his possessions” (Luke 12:15). In sharp contrast to the prosperity preachers 

emphasis on gaining money and possessions in this life, Jesus said, “Do not 

store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, 

and where thieves break in and steal” (Matthew 6:19). 

 

The Confusion of Prosperity Preaching  

Aweda (2009) emphasized that the root problem of materialism in the 

contemporary churches has been traced partly to the change of emphasis 

on the pulpits from the cross to acquisition of material possessions and 

miracles. It is clear that the majority of Nigerians have been experiencing 

abject poverty. Though God did not say there would not be poor ones but 

they made elaborate programmes, which adequately accommodated the 

poor in the society. Lack of understanding is responsible for the blunders 

on the pulpits. It is in order to find solution to the nagging problem of 

poverty that the prosperity preachers resort to twisting of the scripture 

which is very wrong. Oyeshola (2005) avows that “prosperity gospel or 

preaching simply ignores the political and economic reasons for so much 

poverty we found around us. Dependent economics, fluctuating prices, 

overgrazing, global warming, environmental degradation, over 

population, corruption, mismanagement, destabilization and mistaken 

priorities and so on are empty phrases without relevance” (p. 38).  

The gospel of prosperity tells people that material prosperity will be 

provided by a “miracle working God or through the law of sowing” that is 

the more you give to the preacher the more God will give you. Thus the 

gospel of prosperity functions by diverting the attention from the economic 

and social solution. As far as the adherents of the gospel are concerned, 

carrying daily the cross of Christ in their lives is not a virtue. The key 

biblical texts they often quote are “my God will supply every need of yours 

according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus’ (phil 4:19), “whatever you 
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ask in prayer, believe that you receive it, and you will’ (mark 11:23-24), 

bring the full tithe into the storehouse…and thereby put me to the test if I 

will not open the windows of heaven for you and pour down for you an 

overflowing blessing’ (malachi:3:8-11). For Aweda (2009), to preach that all 

Christians must be materially wealthy is a fraudulent interpretation of the 

Bible. He went further to say that prosperity preachers even believe that 

there is a problem to be addressed if after one or two years of one becoming 

a Christian, one is yet to break through in acquisition of material 

possessions. It is based on this fact that Idahosa (1987) opines that we are 

saved from death to life, sin to righteousness, darkness to light, poverty to 

prosperity, fear to faith ,failure to success. Osborn (2006) supported this 

view when he stated that, God created an abundance of everything. He 

placed us here amidst all, He is rich. He adopts us when we receive Christ, 

He wills that we enjoy His plenty spiritually, physically and materially (p. 

76). 

They say that there must be material proofs to show that one is a Christian. 

Some have carried it too far by saying that it is a curse to be poor. If the 

hope of becoming wealthy should come from the preachers of the gospel, 

suggesting God’s approval, the teaching is expected to have large followers 

and that is what has happened. So, the church that preach prosperity for all 

Christians have their auditorium filled to full capacity in any of their 

services. The teaching might have aggravated the jungle way of life, with 

the aggressive pursuit to get rich, with everyone extorting the other. 

The serious concern of the present researcher about unbalancing preaching 

is in two folds. The first worry is that, it may set confusions in the minds of 

those Christians who are living according to their calling (Bible standard) 

but are struggling to make ends meet. They may start to wonder whether 

there are certain faults in them as to why they have not stumble at wealth, 

thereby become discouraged in their faith and from doing good. In other 

words, the interpretation and the implication of the teaching that no 

Christian should be poor is that those people who claim to be Christians 

but are struggling to make ends meet are only making false claims to being 
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Christians. The second worry is that those who have entered the church in 

order to become wealthy, if they fail in the purpose for which they entered 

the church, may go to other unholy, fetish places in pursuance of their 

objective, doing satanic practices. 

Prosperity preachers ask their flock to give generously to the church. 

According to Aweda (2009), they preach that the measure of their wealth is 

determined by how they give and they are never in dearth of scripture 

passages to support their arguments. The members who claim to benefit 

from the prosperity preaching make a return to their preachers with 

expensive gifts, vehicles, or money. The researcher listened to some 

testimonies of such people who mount the rostrum with beautiful 

testimonies that they become wealthy after they enrolled in the church and 

listened to the prosperity sermons. Their testimonies however would have 

been more meaningful, would they summaries how the wealth came about, 

in order to assure us that the wealth has been righteously acquired. 

However, not all the testimonies are untrue. Many could have had their 

wealth righteously, if it pleases the Lord to make such people wealthy. Of 

course it is normal (law of reciprocity) that what you sow, you will reap. So 

if the person gives liberally, on the day of his need, he may find help. But 

the law does not necessarily hold all the time as you find from time to time 

unfortunate things happening to good people. This is what king Solomon 

observed when he said “providence seems to treat some good men as 

though they were wicked and some wicked men as though they were good” 

(Ecc. 8:14). 

What we have today is a large crowd that has been carried away with 

falsehood that they will become rich after becoming Christians. So, 

churches crop up in large members in every street and corners, when 

actually the hearts and minds of the worshippers are far away from God 

and are not regenerated leading to moral decadence. In order words, we 

have large number of members in some churches that go to seek wealth. 

The prosperity preachers have unfortunately taken advantage of the 

general poor Bible reading habits of most people. Most people are unlike 
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the church at Berea who return home daily from the church to search the 

facts, to enquire whether those things they heard were so (Acts. 17:11). 

Excuses can always be given for people’s poor Bible reading habit, but 

ignorance is not an excuse of the law. There cannot be any justification for 

poor Bible reading habit because if getting to heaven is important to any 

one, then he must properly organize himself to gain access to the real truth 

that will help him achieve his goal. Jesus’ ministry is filled with teachings 

about materialism, both in parables and more directly. In fact the beginning 

of His ministry is highlighted by His experience in the wilderness where 

Satan tried to tempt Him with materialistic seduction. The consideration of 

the temptation of Christ shed light on how our surrounding culture 

operates in much the same way as Satan did in the desert. 

 

The Practice of Prosperity Preachers 

 Prosperity preachers place a strong emphasis on the importance of giving. 

Ademoroti (2009) sees giving as parting with what you have to be received 

by someone else in order to hold or possess. He asserts that “you must give 

so as to be able to take and if you take you must be prepared to give” (p. 

35). In some services, they include teaching time focused on giving and 

prosperity, including Biblical references to tithing; and then a sermon on 

another topic which follows the offering. Hagin (2007) asserts that 

Prosperity church leaders often claim a specific blessing can be exchanged 

for the money being donated to their ministry; some instruct worshipers to 

hold their donations above their heads during the prayer. This is because 

when they raised their donations above their heads, heaven will quickly 

recognize the giver and there will be financial breakthrough. 

Members in prosperity churches are encouraged by their preachers to speak 

positive statements about aspects of their lives that they wish to see 

improvement. These statements, known as positive confessions,( different 

from the confession of sin) are said to miraculously change aspects of 

people's lives if spoken with faith. This was echoed by Gosset & Kenyon 

(2002) when they said “talk the way you would like to be and you will be 
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the way you talk” (p. 197).  They asserted that words are the greatest things 

in the world. Word is thoughts put in garments so they can be commercially 

used and exchanged. Therefore, make your words work for you by 

confessing positively. But this was argued by Oyedepo (2014) when he said 

prosperity in the kingdom doesn’t answer to fasting, nor does it answer to 

prayer or prayer of agreement. It only answers to your understanding and 

practice of covenant detail. He maintained that: 

 The power for wealth is release on the plate of the covenant. When 

you step into the covenant, you enter the power to get wealth. 

Prosperity is not a promise you claim in prayers or with fasting and 

confessions. It’s a covenant you practice.  (p.24) 

For him, God has set a stage; understand your part of it, and then the power 

to realize the promise will be delivered to you. Prosperity preachers also 

encourage people to "live without limits" and cultivate optimism about 

their lives. T.D. Jake pastor of the potter’s house argued in favor of 

prosperity preacher, rejecting what he sees as the demonization of success. 

He views poverty as a barrier to living a Christian life, suggesting that it is 

easier to make a positive impact on society when one is affluent. And this 

was supported by Oyedepo (2014) when he said “Poverty stinks! Poverty 

bites! Poverty humiliates! It makes her victim vulnerable to sickness and 

diseases. Poverty kills! One of the most destructive social vices is poverty” 

(p.5). 

 Some prosperity churches have a reputation for manipulating and 

alienating poor, many are involved in social programs. Underlying these 

programs is a theology of empowerment and human flourishing with the 

goal of releasing people from a "welfare" or "victim" mentality. Many 

prosperity preachers hold seminars on financial responsibility. Bowler 

(2000) has criticized such seminars, arguing that though they contain some 

sound advice the seminars often emphasize the purchase of expensive 

possessions. 
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Religious Impact of Prosperity Preaching on Sustainable Development 

In the area of prosperity and success, religions have provided millions with 

an erroneous conception built on superstition, man-made doctrine, 

ignorance illiteracy and lack of scriptural revelations of God’s word. 

Therefore, to enable you to come to a total grasp of the principles of success 

and prosperity, get rid of superstition, man-made doctrines, ignorance, 

illiteracy and have your eyes anointed to read, understand and be able to 

make your wise decisions. Religion in all cases associates poverty with 

piety, suffering with holiness and burden with humanity. That is pure 

religious stuff and not full gospel message as presented by Jesus Christ (Jn 

10:10). Many people block the free flow of God’s blessing and prosperity by 

their wrong attitude toward it. Hence  

It breeds greed: Any person who knows Christ will have the joy of giving 

others. But the prosperity preaching teaches that people to focus on getting, 

not giving. At its core it is a selfish   and materialistic faith with thin 

Christian veneer. Church members are continually urged to sow financial 

seeds to reap bigger rewards. In Nigeria as a whole 95% of the conferences 

and crusades are dedicated to collecting offerings in order to achieve 

wealth. Preachers boast about how much they paid for suits, shoes, 

necklaces and watches. Some during the programme ask their members 

that the Lord has laid in his heart that he should tell him to leave the key to 

the car they are driving for the gospel and evangelism that his jeep is 

coming. They tell their members that spirituality is measured by their big 

house or first class ticket. According to Oyedepo (2014), when greed is 

preached from the pulpit, it spreads like a cancer in the household of God. 

Character Formation: Prosperity preaching works against character 

formation. The prosperity message is a poor imitation of the gospel because 

it leaves no room for brokenness, suffering, humility or delay. It offers an 

illegal shortcut. Prosperity preachers promise instant results and overnight 

blessing or success; if you don’t get your breakthrough, it’s because you 

didn’t give enough money in the offering. Jesus calls us to deny ourselves 

and follow Him while prosperity preaching calls us to deny Jesus and 
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follow our materialistic lusts. In Nigeria, there have been problem of 

leadership crisis in some denominations because of the fact that every 

pastor want to be founder without proper mentoring or actually receiving 

the call to open the church. Many pastors are set on getting rich; they can’t 

go through the process of discipleship that requires self-denial. 

It feeds pride: This greedy atmosphere in prosperity churches has 

produced a warped style of leadership. This group of people plant churches 

not because they have a burden to reach the unreached or the lost but 

because they see dollar signs when they fill the auditorium with chairs. A 

selfish message will produces bigheaded opportunists who need position, 

applause and plenty of perks to keep them happy. The most successful 

prosperity preacher is the most dangerous because he can convince a crowd 

that Jesus died to give you and me a Lexus. 

It is mixed with occultism: Before Christianity came to Nigeria, people 

visited witchdoctors and sacrificed goats or cows to get prosperity. They 

poured liberations on the ground so that the gods would hear their prayers. 

Today similar practices continue, only the juju priest has been replaced by 

pastor who drives in the high class car. Some of them buried live animal 

under the floor of their church to win God’s favour. There was a story of a 

pastor who asked his congregation to bring bottles of sand to church so that 

he could anoint them; he then sprinkle the sand in their houses to bring 

blessings. The people who followed these charlatans are reminded that 

their promised windfall won’t materialize unless they give large donations. 

It keeps people in poverty: Prosperity preaching actually keeps people in 

poverty. This is because they preach to enrich themselves by exploiting on 

the poor masses. When Jesus first described prophets as wolves in sheep’s 

clothing, He warned us to examine their fruit. The Bible says in Matthew 

7:17 every good tree bears good fruit, but the bad tree bears bad fruit. 

Churches are growing rapidly in many parts of Africa but in the sub- 

Saharan region, poverty is in increase in the past 25 years. According to the 

statistics, the prosperity preaching is not bringing prosperity, it is a flawed 

message. According to Ukpong (2014), the dignity of the member of the 
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churches and congregation seems to depend on how much they can 

contribute financially. Members therefore consider their financial status 

seriously and there is a terrible stigma about bankruptcy or financial 

brokenness. Phrase like “I can never be poor in Jesus name” the God that 

lifted me up will never let me down; wealth is my portion my God is a rich 

God; Jesus is a millionaire are common slogan now. No wonder that many 

church goers may likely go into corrupt practices and financial strategies 

that are devoid of justice and equity for the sake of acquiring wealth. This 

mentality is dangerous for Christianity. 

 

Conclusion 

The problem of prosperity preaching is the failure to understand the 

differences between Old Testament revelation of God’s will for the 

Israelites as a nation and the New Testament revelation of God’s will for all 

mankind. For Donovan (2000), many Old Testament promises were limited 

in time and purpose to the earthly people of God of that time. For one to 

understand the truth of God for Christians of the present age, we must 

understand the Old Testament in the light of the full revelation of God’s 

will in the New Testament. When we do that, we discover that God does 

promise to satisfy all our desires Jas, 4:3. Prosperity theology is not biblical 

theology. It is based on an incomplete and incorrect interpretation of what 

the bible teaches. God wants us to expect answers to our prayer and most 

of these promises are given to strengthen our faith as we pray. He has 

commanded us to always pray for His will not ours, for He does not intend 

to answer requests intended for selfish indulgence but rather that which 

will advance his kingdom here on earth. The teaching on prosperity 

preaching seems to disagree with the teaching of the bible on the area of 

suffering. According to Obiefuna & Azuakor (2011), suffering is an 

inevitable human and Christianity reality and a sine qua non for the 

attainment of any worthwhile endeavor. Some people appear to believe and 

actually teach that suffering is not for Christian as they are children of a 

loving and good God especially as God’s son. Suffering is a prerequisite for 
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salvation. Saint peter states that Christ suffered and left Christian an 

example. 
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