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Abstract 

This study assessed the undergraduate entrepreneurial programmes 

in universities in Rivers State to identify the skills that are most 

predominantly taught to the students. Four research questions and 

two hypotheses were formulated to guide the study. The population 

of the study comprised all the final year students from two out of the 

three universities in the state. Stratified and simple random 

sampling techniques were used to select 20% of the population 

which was made up of 1,500 students; the sample for the study. The 

instrument for data collection was a self-developed 22-item 

questionnaire titled Questionnaire for Undergraduate 

Entrepreneurial Skills Programme Assessment in Nigerian 

Universities (QUESPA). This was duly validated by some lecturers 
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who are experts in the department of Educational Management, 

Ignatius Ajuru University of Education, Rumuolumeni, Port 

Harcourt. Cronbach Alpha was used to determine the reliability of 

the instrument with a reliability index of 0.75. The results organized 

on frequency tables and with calculated means were used to answer 

the research questions while the hypotheses were tested using the z-

test statistical tool at 0.05 level of significance. The results revealed 

that the most frequently taught entrepreneurial skills are the use of 

computer skills, followed by catering and tailoring skills, while the 

least favoured were the skills for decoration. For entrepreneurial 

education programmes to fulfil the objective of supporting the 

development of small scale businesses which is needed to grow the 

Nigerian economy and to reduce graduate unemployment, a lot 

more skills need to be introduced into the programme. Based on the 

findings, it was recommended among other things that universities 

should diversify the skills offered to participants in order to address 

the varied needs of the society to create opportunities to grow the 

economy in more ways than one.  

 

Keywords: Undergraduate, Entrepreneurial, Skills, Assessment, 

Universities  

 

Introduction 

Many nations of the world are advocating for global peace and 

sustainable national development within its economies to propel the world 

towards more peaceful coexistence among states. Such arrangement is 

known to be attainable when individual nations are able to harness their 

resources and are working toward self-sufficiency. Nations have come to 

be classified basically from how much they have been able to tap, refined 

and utilize their resources to meet their societal needs. Specifically, 

countries like the United States of America, Great Britain, China, and others 

which have advanced to highly competitive levels of development are held 
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in high esteem due to these accomplishments. On the contrary, countries 

with circumstances similar to that of Nigeria are grappling with under-

development issues and are still being referred to as developing and third 

world, even after over fifty (50) years of independence. This phenomenon 

is of immense concern to the researchers and like-minded Nigerians 

because it has been widely acknowledged that with sufficient 

entrepreneurs and well-articulated plans, countries like Nigeria can 

develop into world class economies where the private and public sectors 

are contributing their quotas to develop their economies and create 

employment opportunities for the improvement of their Gross domestic 

product (G.D.P).  

Attempts have been made by successive Nigerian governments, 

corporate bodies, and individuals previously to bridge this gap with 

advanced nations of the world to achieve economic developments to no 

avail. It is quite disturbing that to date, well thought out plans in the 

educational provisions of the primary, secondary or tertiary levels have still 

not made enough impact to solve the problems of unemployment, poverty, 

hunger, poor living conditions and health care, illiteracy, youth restiveness 

and other social vices that are fast becoming common place in the society. 

In addition, numerous international organizations such as UNESCO, 

African Union, World Bank, United Nations Organizations, International 

Monetary Fund (IMF) have shown concern and have tried to intervene with 

some programmes to ameliorate these problem but they have still persisted. 

Mac-Ikemenijima and Rotimi (2007), have explained that it was as a result 

of some of these problems that Nigeria joined the rest of the world in the 

Millennium Development Goals (MDGS) crusade in September 2000. Some 

of the aims of the MDGS programme include the eradication of poverty and 

hunger, reduction of illiteracy levels, minimizing unemployment, 

improving health care and food productivity through improved 

Agricultural practices, etc. 

More disheartening also is the fact that Nigeria has a vast deposit of 

minerals, agricultural and human resources most of which are untapped. 
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Sher (2000) noted that the internal market of Nigeria is larger than most 

developing countries in Africa and elsewhere. Irrespective of this, for over 

three decades, unemployment is still a recurring problem in the region. 

Many have suggested that the solution lies in de-emphasizing mere paper 

qualifications and entrenching the acquisition of requisite skills/abilities to 

articulate and create jobs and generate alternative sources of livelihood. 

Recognizing this, the national policy on education FRN (2014) has changed 

its focus to emphasize the development of a united, strong and self-reliant 

nation. Thus pointing in the direction of acquisition of skills and stressing 

the need to be self-employed in the event of the absence of paid 

employment. This has necessitated the introduction of entrepreneurial 

education programmes into almost all levels of education in the country. 

Entrepreneurship according to Osaat (2009) is the creation and 

growth of new and small businesses, driven by the desire for profit making 

for self-actualization and self-reliance. Entrepreneurs as defined by 

Meredith, Nelson and Neck (1983) in Osaat (2009) are people who have the 

ability to see and evaluate business opportunities, gather the necessary 

resources to take advantage of them and initiate appropriate action to 

ensure success. Thus, entrepreneurship is the ability to perceive profitable 

business opportunities, the willingness to act on what is perceived and 

having the necessary organizational skills. Entrepreneurship skills have 

been identified as basic skills required by an entrepreneur to create and 

grow new and small business. These skills as has been identified by a 

number of researchers include: independent minded skill, 

communication/proposal skill, presentation skill, business management 

skill, leadership skill, dress code skill, attitude to work skill, mannerism 

skill, time management skill, corporate leadership skill, friendly disposition 

and risk taking skills among others. The intent of most developing countries 

is to have a self-reliant and progressive economy capable of generating self-

sustaining growth through entrepreneurial skill development. To achieve 

this end, entrepreneurship education has been given a prominent place and 

made compulsory in tertiary education in Nigeria. 
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To strengthen university education, the policies have made effort to 

develop strong linkages between the public and private sectors to ensure 

that undergraduate entrepreneurship programmes are practical, business-

relevant, and produce high performing professionals. These linkages are 

fundamental for reorienting graduates and youths in general to begin to 

have business senses and a good disposition towards creating business of 

their own rather than just sitting around and waiting for paid employments 

that may never materialize. Strengthening university education is being 

achieved through curriculum review. These reviews when adequately 

carried out, increase programme relevance and offer opportunities for 

students to undertake more practical/field-based learning experiences, 

students’ internships/attachments with stakeholder organizations and 

represent greater opportunities to apply and refine skills gained in the 

classrooms, thus reinforcing and enhancing classroom instructions. 

Developing entrepreneurial skills among university students is thus a vital 

tool for attaining the Sustainable Development Goals. Ezekwu (2007) stated 

that the number of university graduates that are being turned out every 

year has made the society become very competitive. These graduates, can 

no longer be absorbed in the labour market because the labour market is 

saturated considering the fact that not much expansions have been made 

therein. This means that new graduates must find a way to survive in this 

competitive and changing society and this has further created the need to 

inculcate in undergraduates, entrepreneurial skills to enable them imbibe 

the prerequisite skills necessary to create and manage businesses of their 

own. 

The entrepreneurial education programmes have been in existence 

in tertiary institutions for over a decade and a number of researches have 

been carried out on various aspects of the programme implementation. This 

study is interested in determining the skills that has been predominant 

among the undergraduates participating in the programme in universities 

in Rivers State. This is because the entrepreneurial skills development 

programmes in tertiary institutions have come to be regarded as the 
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possible facilitator of socio-economic developments, especially in the oil-

rich regions of the South-South geo-political zone of which Rivers State is a 

part. Despite the fact that many scholars and researchers have carried out 

researches on various aspects of entrepreneurship education, there still 

remain certain aspects of the programmes where empirical data are needed 

which could provide the basis for reviews that could strengthen and add 

value to the existing provisions. As recorded in FRN (2014), the National 

Policy on Education has brought a new focus to the Nigerian educational 

system with the vision of making the youths in tertiary institutions more 

productive and self-reliant on graduation.  

Literature has revealed that apart from the vocational studies in the 

formal educational programmes, government has at various times 

approached the problems of creating small businesses through various skill 

acquisition programmes earlier embarked upon. For instance, President 

Babangida’s administration introduced the National Directorate for 

Employment (NDE), President Obasanjo’s administration introduced 

Poverty Alleviation Programmes (PAP) and the administration of President 

Yaradua brought the Amnesty programme to the Niger Delta militants. 

Other skills acquisition programmes include the “school-to-land” projects, 

“Young farmers club” both of which focused on agricultural practices and 

other government efforts developed to alleviate poverty, to create 

employment and wealth, and to maintain peace and economic wellbeing of 

the nation (Nwosu & Ohia 2009, Afangideh & Obunadike, 2009). Most of 

these programme have however not been very successful at achieving their 

stated objectives. 

In the south-south geo-political zone, according to Chinwo (2010), 

the Federal government through NERDC held a 30-day training on trade 

and entrepreneurship skills for thirty out-of-school youths which was held 

in Cross River State. Participants cut across the six states in the South-South 

geo-political zone. According to Adenipekun (2010), participants had 

training to develop skills in snacks production, screen printing, GSM 

repairs, hairdressing and barbing. Edoho (2011) similarly reported that the 
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Niger Delta Development Commission (NDDC) also organized skill 

acquisition trainings on fish farming, Piggery, poultry, detergents making, 

snacks and computer operation for youths in the Niger Delta. The report 

concluded that NDDC at the end of the training programmes, empowered 

the participants by making available to them start-up capital with which 

they were to start their businesses. Individuals and even institutions such 

as universities have not been left out in the bid to contribute their quota at 

capacity building to equip citizens to build small businesses. The University 

of Port Harcourt in 2011, as part of their community service programme 

reached out to its immediate environment with some special skill 

acquisition training programmes. According to the university annual 

report, the project nicknamed “skill for life project” was carried out in four 

communities around its immediate environ namely: Choba, Omochiorlit, 

Omoko and Alakahia. The participants were trained and empowered with 

skills and later provided with some facilities for hair dressing, fish farming, 

barbing, snail farming, catering, grass cutter farming etc. Efforts such as 

these, are designed to arm various categories of citizens in communities as 

in the examples, with skills to develop small scale businesses to benefit self 

and the society in general. 

This study on undergraduate entrepreneurship education is therefore of 

importance because it will add to the existing feedback on the programme. 

Specifically, this particular study which assessed the nature of the skills 

acquired by the undergraduates on the programme, to determine what 

skills were most frequently learnt and how well the programmes have been 

successful in meeting the expectations of the planners and the youths alike, 

so that appropriate skills for creating small businesses in the society will be 

inculcated to boost the economy and to pave way for the sustainable 

national development being anticipated. 

 

Statement of the Problem 

Nigeria’s university education has been criticized over the years for 

producing graduates that lack the abilities to communicate, take risks, 
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provide leadership, problem solve, self-motivate and possess a reservoir of 

technical skills and capabilities to function optimally in the labour market. 

More appalling is the fact that even those that graduated from vocational 

and technical disciplines are not able to initiate and sustain businesses of 

their own. The system has been unable to foster graduate capacity building 

as it should, due to the perennial decay in basic physical infrastructure, 

inadequate funding, poor conditions of service of staff, insecurity of life and 

property in its campuses coupled with frequent students and staff strike 

actions. The national policy on education makes it clear that the three main 

purposes of university education are: (i) to train the minds of young people,  

(ii) for research activities, and (iii) to recognize achievement. This implies 

that the social expectations and skills needed within the world of work, 

should be achieved through the teaching and learning paradigm.  

Given this scenario and after years of implementation, one should be 

able assess how the programmes have fared so far. Questions about what 

common skills undergraduates come away with from the programmes, 

what common challenges are facing these skills development programmes 

and what aspects are begging for reviews, should be asked. Other questions 

are: What policies are in place to ensure that students participate and do 

not easily absent themselves from those programmes? Additionally, one 

would like to know about the feelings of these undergraduates concerning 

the extra workload and burden of the courses in the skill acquisition 

programmes? These and other similar questions are addressed in this 

study. 

 

Objectives of the Study 

The objectives of this study is to investigate the state of the 

undergraduate entrepreneurial skills development programme in Nigerian 

universities. Specifically, the objectives of the study are to: 

1. Ascertain the nature of the undergraduate entrepreneurial skills 

development programmes available in universities in Rivers State; 
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2. Examine the level of participation of undergraduates in the 

entrepreneurial skills development programmes in the universities; 

3. Examine the existing policies to ensure students’ participation in the 

entrepreneurial skill development in the universities. 

4. Identify the various ways the undergraduate entrepreneurial skills 

development programmes in the universities can be strengthened to 

make the programme more successful. 

 

Research Questions 

The study was guided by the following research questions: 

1. Which are the most frequently taught skills in the entrepreneurial 

education programmes of the universities in Rivers State? 

2. What is the level of participation of undergraduates in 

entrepreneurial skills development programmes in the 

universities in Rivers State? 

3. What are the existing policies to ensure that students participate 

in the entrepreneurial skills development programmes of the 

university?  

4. In what ways can the undergraduate entrepreneurial skill 

development programme of the university be strengthen? 

 

Hypotheses 

The study was guided by the following hypotheses: 

Ho1: There is no significant difference between the mean responses of 

students of federal and state universities on the level of participation 

of undergraduates in entrepreneurial skills development 

programmes in the universities. 

Ho2: There is no significant difference between the mean responses of 

students of federal and state universities on the existence of 

university policies to ensure students’ participation in the 

entrepreneurial skills development programmes of the universities. 
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Method 

The study adopted a descriptive survey design. Two universities in 

Rivers State were involved in the study thus the accessible population of 

the study comprised of the 4,100 final year students of University of Port 

Harcourt (UNIPORT) and 3,500 final year students of Ignatius Ajuru 

University of Education (IAUE), Port Harcourt. A sample of one thousand 

five hundred final year students (1500), representing 20% of the population 

was purposively selected from both universities for the study. 

The main instrument used was a questionnaire titled 

“Undergraduate Entrepreneurial Skills Development Programme 

Questionnaire” (UESDPQ). This questionnaire was used to generate 

primary data for the study. This was structured in a modified four-point 

Likert type scale of strongly agree (SA), Agree (A), Disagree (D), and 

Strongly Disagree (SD). The instrument was developed by the researchers. 

The initial draft was presented to experts in the department of educational 

management, Ignatius Ajuru University of Education, Port Harcourt. These 

experts critically examined the instrument specifically for content validity, 

clarity of statements, competence of instructions, and its suitability to elicit 

response. Their observations and comments were used to make corrections 

to produce the final copy of the instrument. 

The reliability of the instrument (UESDPQ) was established using 

Cronbach Alpha method. The researcher administered twenty (20) copies 

of the questionnaire to twenty students at the Rivers State university which 

is outside the sampled universities. After two weeks, fresh copies of the 

questionnaires were administered a second time to the same students in the 

same university. The reliability of the two tests was determined using 

Cronbach Alpha method at 0.05 level of significance to obtain a coefficient 

of 0.75. The researcher administered 1500 copies of the instrument 

personally with the aid of two research assistants and 910 copies were 

retrieved. This was done by visiting the two universities selected for the 

study. Both descriptive and inferential statistics (z-test) were used for data 

analysis. The four point Likert scale of strongly agree, agree, disagree and 
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strongly disagree were assigned numerical values of 4, 3, 2, and 1 

respectively. A criterion mean reference of 2.5 was used.  

 

Results and Discussion 

Answers to Research Questions 

Research Question 1: Which are the most frequently taught skills in the 

entrepreneurial education programmes of the universities in Rivers State? 

Table 4.1 showing most frequently taught skill in the entrepreneurial 

education programme of the universities in Rivers State 

S/No. Entrepreneurial Skill Frequency % Occurrence 

1. Catering 160 17.6 

2. Tailoring 150 16.5 

3. Computer Education 220 24.2 

4. Automobile technology 45 4.9 

5. Leisure & Tourism 30 3.3 

6. Electrical/Fabrication 40 4.4 

7. Welding/Fabrication 60 6.6 

8. Poultry farming 80 8.8 

9. Fishery farming 50 5.5 

10. Furniture making 35 3.8 

11. Bead making 25 2.7 

12. Decoration 15 1.7 

  910 100 

 

The above frequency table was drawn from respondents’ responses to the 

items in section A of the questionnaire about the specific skills the students 

acquired during their university entrepreneurial programme. The table 

shows that computer Education was the most frequently learnt skill in the 

entrepreneurial skills programme of the universities. This was closely 

followed by skills in catering which ranked 2nd and tailoring skills ranked 

3rd. Among the twelve skills options provided in the questionnaire, 



Icheke Journal of the Faculty of Humanities                                                                               www.ichekejournal.com 
 

Most Frequently Taught Skills in the Undergraduate Entrepreneurial Programmes         188 

decorating skills ranked last. This can be interpreted to mean that majority 

of the undergraduates from the universities involved in the study learnt 

computer skills while fewer numbers opted for catering skills. In the 

entrepreneurial programmes, students are expected to select a skill from the 

various options available in their universities. 

 

Research Question 2: What is the level of participation of undergraduates 

in the entrepreneurial skills development programmes in the universities 

in Rivers State? 

Table 4.3: Mean and standard deviation of the level of participation of 

undergraduates in entrepreneurial skills development programmes in 

the universities in Rivers State 

      N=910       

S/

N 

Level of participation of 

students H M P VP 

Mea

n SD 

11 

How will you assess the 

level of participation of 

students in 

entrepreneurial skill 

development 

programme? 

92 303 263 252 2.26 0.97 

12 

How will you assess the 

willingness of students 

to participate in the 

practical classes in 

entrepreneurial skill 

development 

programme of your 

university? 

100 260 357 193 2.29 0.92 

13 

How will you assess 

students' willingness to 

register in the 

91 368 242 209 2.37 0.95 
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entrepreneurial skill 

development 

programme of your 

university? 

14 

How will you assess 

students' willingness to 

make extra financial 

commitment to 

entrepreneurial skill 

development 

programme of your 

university? 

108 329 278 195 2.38 0.95 

  Grand mean         2.33 0.74 

 

Table 4.3 shows that the mean and standard deviation of the level of 

participation of undergraduates in entrepreneurial skills development 

programmes in the universities in Rivers State was 2.33, SD=0.74. This 

shows that the respondents were of the opinion that the level of 

participation of the students in the programme is very poor. 

 

Research Question 3: What are the existing policies to ensure that 

students participate in the entrepreneurial skills development programme 

of the university? 
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Table 4.4: Mean and standard deviation of the existing policies to ensure 

that students participate in the entrepreneurial skills development 

programme of the university 

      N=910       

S/N Existing university 

policies to promote 

students participation 

SA A D SD Mean SD 

15 Students are made to 

repeat the entrepreneur 

skills development course 

if they fail to register for 

the programme 

318 287 162 143 2.86 1.07 

16 Students will not be 

allowed to participate in 

examination if they do not 

have 75% attendance for 

the lectures 

288 350 176 96 2.91 0.96 

17 Students certificate will be 

withheld if they do not  

participate in the practical 

sessions of the 

entrepreneurial skills 

development programme 

288 353 154 115 2.89 0.99 

18 My University does not 

have any policy to sanction 

students if they do not 

participate in the 

entrepreneurial skill 

development programme 

231 392 178 109 2.82 0.95 

  Grand mean         2.87 0.82 

 

Table 4.4 shows that all the items in this section had means above the 

criterion mean of 2.5, however, none of the means are too far away from the 
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criterion mean. These include statements that students could be made to 

repeat the course if they failed to register, secondly that students may be 

prevented from participating in examination if they did not have 75% 

attendance and lastly that student’s certificates could be withheld if they 

failed to participate in practical sessions. Thus even though, the 

respondents accepted all the statements as true, their opinions were not 

strong enough to arrive at a mean of 3.0 or above which would have 

connoted a higher level of certainty that these represent the policies in their 

institutions. This uncertainty is manifested further in the respondents mean 

of 2.82 in the last item in this cluster, which states that the university do not 

have any policy to sanction students if they do not participate in the 

entrepreneurial skill development programme. This mean of 2.82 is above 

the criterion mean, therefore the statement should be accepted as true that 

the universities do not have laid down policy to sanction students if they 

do not participant in the entrepreneurial skill development programme. 

 

Research Question 4: In what ways can the undergraduate 

entrepreneurial skill development programme of the university be 

strengthen? 

Table 4.5: Mean rating of ways the undergraduate entrepreneurial skill 

development programme of the university can be strengthen? 

S

N  

Items  SD D A SA Mean Std. 

Deviation 

19 If the entrepreneurial skills 

development programmes 

are more practically based, it 

will be more beneficial to the 

students. 

13 50 452 395 3.35 .651 

20 The entrepreneurial skills 

development programmes 

will be more successful  if 

there are adequate 

19 92 391 408 3.31 .735 
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laboratories, workshops, 

studios and classrooms. 

21 The entrepreneurial skills 

development programmes 

will be more successful  if 

our classrooms are better 

equipped 

36 47 523 304 3.20 .709 

22 The entrepreneurial skills 

development programmes 

will be more successful  if the 

lecturers and resource 

persons are better trained 

8 94 473 335 3.25 .668 

 Cluster     3.28 .662 

 

The data on table 4.5 shows that items 19-22 had their mean scores above 

the criterion mean of 2.5, and a cluster of 3.28. This implies that majority of 

the respondents agreed with the statements in the items as ways the 

undergraduate entrepreneurial skill development programme of the 

university could be strengthened. Specifically, they agreed that if the 

entrepreneurial skills development programmes are more practically 

based, it will be more beneficial to the students and that the entrepreneurial 

skills development programmes will be more successful if there are 

adequate laboratories, workshops, studios and classrooms. In addition, 

they also accepted that for the entrepreneurial skills development 

programmes to be more successful the classrooms should be better 

equipped. Finally, that for the entrepreneurial skills development 

programmes to be more successful, the lecturers and resource persons 

should be better trained. 
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Summary of Findings 

The findings of this study are summarized as follows; 

 The most frequently taught entrepreneurial skill is computer 

education, followed by catering skills while the least is the skill for 

Decorating. 

 The respondents were unanimous in their view that there was a poor 

level of participation of the students in the programme. 

 The key policy which appeared to be common to the universities 

studied was that which provided that students will not be allowed to 

participate in examinations if they do not attain to 75% class attendance 

for lectures in the courses offered. Majority of the students responded 

that their universities do not have any additional policy to sanction 

students who do not participate in the entrepreneurial skill 

development programme. 

 On ways that the undergraduate entrepreneurial skill development 

programmes of the university could be strengthen, the students had the 

opinion that the entrepreneurial skills development programmes 

should be more practically oriented. Secondly, that the entrepreneurial 

skills development programmes would be more successful if there are 

adequate laboratories, workshops, studios and classrooms. 

Furthermore, that the entrepreneurial skills development programmes 

will be more successful if the classrooms are better equipped and 

finally, that the entrepreneurial skills development programmes will be 

more successful if the lecturers and resource persons are better trained. 

 The results also show that there is no significant difference between the 

mean response of students of federal and state universities on the level 

of participation of undergraduates in entrepreneurial skills 

development programmes in the universities in Rivers State. The null 

hypothesis was retained at 0.05 alpha level. Thus the opinions of both 

categories of students were similar about the level of participation of 

students. 
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 Lastly, the study confirmed that there is no significant difference 

between the mean response of students of federal and state universities 

on the existence of university policies to ensure students’ participation 

in the entrepreneurial skills development programme of the 

universities. The null hypothesis was also retained at 0.05 alpha level. 

Thus the opinions of both categories of students were similar on this 

variable. 

 

Discussion of Findings  

The findings of the study have shown that the most frequently taught 

entrepreneurial skill is Computer education, followed by Catering while 

the least taught skill is Decorating. These findings are in agreement with an 

earlier finding by Ezemoyih and Nwaiwu (2011) who studied The 

Strategies for Effective Teaching of Entrepreneurship Education in Tertiary 

Institutions in Imo and Anambra States. That study revealed that 

appropriate organization of learning materials will guarantee more 

effective teaching of the entrepreneurship courses in tertiary institutions. 

This study as a follow-up has found that the skill options available to 

undergraduates in the programme is not all embracing. Of the 12 options 

provided in the questionnaire, the universities seem to be paying attention 

to just about three. To be able to address societal needs and meet the 

objective of arming university graduates with the capacity to create small 

businesses to address unemployment, the skill base of the programme will 

have to be expanded. Only three skills compared to the huge needs for 

goods and services in a developing economy is not sufficient to build small 

businesses, talk less to grow the economy. If expanded, other areas of needs 

in the society will be catered for and that will create room for opportunities 

so that every young adults’ potentials and preference will be given 

opportunity to be developed. That way, instead of focusing on a few skills 

to the detriment of others, greater opportunities would be provided for 

everyone’s potential to be developed as comprehensively as possible, so 
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that no youth is left behind and no aspect of the society is left unattended 

to.  

It is important that the universities appreciate the importance of the 

undergraduates’ entrepreneurship Education programmes, the place of it 

adding value to these graduates and its place also in sustainable 

development of the society.  This will inform the need to put policies in 

place to ensure students’ participation and also make it impossible for 

students to absent themselves from the programme without the facing the 

consequences of sanctions. 

 

Recommendations  

The following recommends were made to improve the implementation of 

the programme in the universities: 

1. The universities should endeavor to introduce more variety of skills in 

the entrepreneurial programmes of universities in the State. 

2. The universities should provide and maintain adequate resources for 

the entrepreneurial skills programme in their universities. 

3. The students in the universities should be encouraged to improve on 

their level of participation in entrepreneurial skills development 

programmes of universities in Rivers State. This can be done by having 

enlightenment programmes every session, especially during orientation 

programmes for fresh students.  

4. The universities should improve on their existing policies provisions 

about the programmes to ensure that students’ compliance and 

participation. New policies can be enacting with sanctions for erring 

students while existing ones can be reviewed in line with current trends 

and challenges in focus. 

 

Summary and Conclusion 

Based on the findings of the study the following conclusions were drawn:  

 The most frequently taught entrepreneurial skill is computer 

education, followed by catering while the least is Decorating. There 
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is a very poor level of participation of the students in the 

entrepreneurial skills programme of the universities. The key 

existing policy is that students will not be allowed to participate in 

examination if they do not have 75% attendance for the lectures, and 

the Universities do not have any policy to sanction students if they 

do not participate in the entrepreneurial skill development 

programme.   

 The undergraduate entrepreneurial skill development programme 

of the University could be strengthen if it becomes more practically 

based, and also if there are adequate laboratories, relevant 

equipmentss, workshops, studios, classrooms, etc. Additionally, if 

the classrooms are better equipped and the lecturers and resources 

persons are better trained. These provisions will go a long way to 

strengthen the undergraduate entrepreneurial skill programme of 

the Universities and position them to be more successful. 

 There were no significant differences between the mean response of 

students of federal and state universities on the adequate resources 

provided for the entrepreneurial skills programme on the level of 

participation of undergraduate in entrepreneurial skills 

development programmes and the existing university policies to 

ensure students participation in the entrepreneurial skills 

development programme of the universities. The null hypothesis 

three was retained at 0.05 alpha level. 
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