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Abstract 

Integrity and credibility in leadership is the major key successful 

governance in any given society. Good leadership enhances 

sustainable development, especially in human capacity building 

and management of other variable resources. However, in Nigeria 

situation, the reverse seems the case. This stems from the 

dwindling nature of the country’s moral value system, which at 

present is alarming. Religion, which ought to play vital roles as 

“the conscience of the society” is also enmeshed in the same social 

vices plaguing the society. Morality, both in governance and the 

church had been thrown to the wind. It is rather unfortunate that, 

we have failed to establish democratic governance for the good of 

the common man. It is therefore, the aim of this paper to critically 

examine the trends of our political culture and juxtapose it with 

the paradox of the church in Nigeria. The role of morality will be x-

rayed as an essential ingredient to restoring our lost moral values, 

if holistically overhaul, leads to a regeneration of a new Nigeria.  
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1.0 Introduction 

There is hardly any relevant conference, symposium, workshop that the 

desirability of genuine leadership in Africa is not a matter of major 

concern. In spite of this, leadership remains a predicament in Nigeria’s 

political development and democratic aspiration. In Nigeria in particular, 

this so called corrupt leadership in Nigeria remains unabated. According 

to Oguejiofor, the common man expects his brother, high official to seize 

the opportunity as the high position he occupies to become rich. He will 

be a hero if he becomes rich, and is considerate enough to help his 

relatives from his wealth1. He states further that many of the so called 

common people in many African countries today would readily taunt a 

highly placed official who did his duty creditably and left office on 

account of his honesty2. 

 

Chukwudun Okolo further lends credence to the above assertion. In his 

contribution, he attempts a diagnosis of the condition of Nigeria and 

Nigerians. His analysis patiently shows that leadership is an unequivocal 

variable which constitutes Nigeria predicament. He casts his view thus, 

“… but in Nigeria, as in many African nations, the big problem is 

leadership”3. In the words of Chinua Achebe, “the trouble with Nigerians 

is simple and squarely a failure of leadership”4 making economy as one of 

his focal points in concluding on the Nigeria situation, he opines that the 

present economic state of the nation, to say the least, is definitely traceable 

to irresponsible and corrupt leadership5. It is a statement of fact that, poor 

leadership as witnessed in Nigeria has stymied the nation’s enormous 

economic and political potentials. One can therefore, conclude that as a 

result of leadership failure in Nigeria, the country’s aim of development 

has been stunted. In a similar manner, accordingly, it can be argued as in 

the word of Pita Ogaba Agbese that “despite the nation’s abundant 

human and material resources, an inept and corrupt national leadership 

has left a legacy of profligacy, acute poverty, political instability, collapsed 

infrastructure, and a sense of hopelessness”6. 
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More gruesomely, the root of the nation’s political and economic problems 

can be seen in the throes of our moral crises. The features of Nigeria’s 

moral climate are quite conspicuous even to a causal observer: frequent 

fraud, corruption in high and low places, stealing with violence, abuse of 

power, nepotism, excessive materialism, bribery and corruption, and very 

recently, kidnapping and insurgencies all over the nations. The moral 

qualms of Nigerians have been obliterated by the mad rush to get rich 

quickly and easily. So much that the moral ills of our nation had 

generated concern from both the general public and the leaders; which are 

limited to occasional exhortations, judicial probes, launching of 

committees and social awareness campaigns. Sylvester Udofia rightly 

captured the situation that “the apparent failure of these occaisional 

efforts of pulling Nigeria out of her moral quagmire is seen in the 

frightening level of official crime and corruption in the nation’s 

institutions”7. This is in agreement with the position held by Akpotor, that 

“in fact, leadership has systematically masterminded one fraud after the 

other against its own people with consequent high cost in loss of 

individual freedoms and diminishing possibility of economic and moral 

progress”8. Whether it be the military with one insincere transition 

programme after the other, or with politicians who are more anxious to be 

in power than evolve a basis for good governance9. 

Without mincing words, what most Nigerians and non-Nigerians see in 

Nigeria is a fraudulent leadership, so deeply worn out by the cancer of 

self-love that their unbridled narcissism lead them to despoiling their own 

people at every turn with the present government in power not an 

exemption. The recent NNPC scam and the hardship that trailed the 

celebration of the just concluded yuletide period are still very fresh in the 

memories of Nigerians, which had become a re-occurring decima. 

 

2.0 Christianity, Governance And Development In Retrospect 

Given the genesis of the account of creation, government is the oldest 

institution God bequeathed to mankind. The mandate that man should 
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have dominion over every living thing that moves upon the earth 

connotes governance. But shortly when man fell out of favour with God, 

as a result of act of disobedience on the part of Adam and Eve, human 

beings have been struggling to fulfil this mandate undiluted. The scenario 

of Adam’s experience in managing his home and the ill-motive behind the 

Tower of Babel projected in (Gen. 11) is a concerted revelation that the 

task of government began to prove difficult from the onset for humanity. 

Since then, races and nations contend with how best to govern its people. 

Before and after independent, the Nigerian experience of military, 

parliamentary, democracy to the current presidential system of 

governance has not been easy either. 

Her attempt at democratic rule has not been perfect and palatable. It has 

all along been characterized by political instability as a result of bad 

leadership. Military interruptions, injustice, corruption, political 

assassinations, oppressions, victimizations, exploitations, deprivations, 

ethnic rivalries, electoral malpractices, lack of respect for the citizens 

fundamental human rights. As a result, dehumanization, poverty, 

diseases, high rate of illiteracy, violence, hostage taking and kidnapping, 

with a new and a recent dimension under the cover up of a religious sect 

known as Boko Haram insurgency has taken the centre spread of diverse 

killings particularly, in the North-East of Nigeria rendering a whole 

community homeless and lost of thousands of lives are staring us at the 

face and we cannot but watch hopelessly and helplessly in most cases. 

However, with the ever-increasing churches and ministries on all our 

streets, the church is faced with the challenge of correcting and 

influencing the Nigerian society to imbibe moral values as a means for 

peaceful coexistence, and corrupt free nation. This has made the church 

divided over her involvement in the polity and governance of the state. 

This is why Arowolo admitted that Nigerians should begin to think of a 

way out of these problems10. In Nigeria, as in other African countries, 

religion, to be precise, Christianity has a vital role to play in the daily lives 

of the people. If properly annexed, religion to a large extent can influence 
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the political, economic and social development of Nigerians as a nation. 

Unfortunately, most successive Nigerian leaders have used religion as an 

instrument of divide and rule game. Also, on the part of the church, some 

church leaders have in a way misuse their God’s given gift negatively for 

material gains, rather than as a uniting force in a religiously and culturally 

pluralistic country. 

Evidences abounds that majority of Nigerian citizens do not have access to 

the welfare services, benefits and rights which people in other countries 

enjoy. In the word of Abogunrin, he opined that, “ever since 

independence in 1960, we have not had any central government which has 

shown sufficient interest and concern for this human capital. As a result, 

the vast majority of our people have remained permanently marginalized 

by the current vicious cycle of poverty and dependency”11. The number of 

beggars on our street is a testimony to the assertion aforementioned. It is a 

fact that in the last fifty years, we have had several military regimes as 

well as democratic governance, the solution to our national problems 

rather than decline, even with the establishment of genuine democracy 

freedom, peace, justice, progress which is an index of development had 

always elude our nation. The ever increasing number of churches and 

places of worship in our land either has not in any way reduced the level 

of corruption, greed, misuse and misappropriation of public funds in 

government circle. 

The slogan that Christianity should be brought into politics not politics 

into Christianity has now been faulted because the attitudes of some 

Christians who are now in politics are nothing to write home about12. 

Odumuyiwa posits that, “one can hardly differentiate the attitude of some 

Christian politicians from those of other faiths; as corruption, act of 

inhumanity to man, lack of fear of God, greed, dishonesty and all sorts of 

ungodly and unchristian attitudes are now common among Christian 

leaders, Christian politicians and followers of Christianity13. With 

Christian leaders directly or indirectly involved in governance, bad 

governance is the order of the day; as selfishness is placed over national 
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development. Even though not all the Christian politicians can be blamed 

but majority of them must be blamed. 

The selfless sacrifices in the early years of church administration and 

political governance had been thrown into the winds. This has 

inadvertently affected both the national governance and development. As 

a causal observer, what happens in the administrative governance of 

many churches in Nigeria today is worst in terms of rots than what 

happens in the political realm. For instance, how do you justify the 

celebrated case of one time CAN president, whose private jet was used to 

convey billions of dollars for the purpose of purchasing arms for the 

Nigeria army? To mention but the least; greed, aggrandizement, bribery 

and corruption and all sorts of vices which the church should condemn 

are now being embraced by the church. A situation in which church 

leaders lived an affluent life at the expense of poor church members is 

very rampant in our society. The question we should ask at this point is, 

why should we blame the corrupt politicians? When the church leaders 

and church members that should correct such societal ills are themselves 

guilty of the same evil deeds. Odumuyiwa bemoaned, “why do we 

complain about bad governance of the politicians?14 Is the church better 

governed? 

In the case of corruption, what is the church doing? Though, the church 

had successfully spoken around corruption, without taking a concrete 

action on corruption. Not to talk about massive unemployed youths in our 

society. Can we ascertain that the churches in this country are properly 

governed without any act of injustice? One could canverse that, if these 

virtues are no longer in our churches in Nigeria, how could Christianity 

through the churches influence the nation on better governance and 

development? If the church lacks those virtues of good governance and 

development, how then can it give out such virtues to the governance of 

the day? 

In the ancient times before the advent of Christianity, there was no 

separation between the church and the state. Religion was generally 
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considered as one of the many functions of the community15. This became 

more pronounced even, after Constantine became emperor, the church 

ceased to be regarded as an enemy of the state and was in alliance with 

the state. Prior to the emergence of Constantine as the emperor, Roman 

religion was the unifying factor that they encouraged. But for Constantine, 

it was Christianity, and this began the relationship between the Christian 

church and the secular state16. This cooperation between the church and 

the state culminated in the church and the clergy exceptions from paying 

taxes. To the benefit of the church, she receives grant from the state. Thus, 

it may be said that Constantine paved the way, with his successors setting 

the pattern for church-state relationship that endured for more than 

thirteen hundred years. Even today remnants of the early relationship can 

be found. Though, this was not without its flagrant abuse and recklessness 

on the part of the church leaders17. 

During the colonial period from the period of 1842, it is on record that 

Christianity came with civilization to Nigeria, as regards good governance 

and development, Christianity played a very big role, for instance, the 

early Christian missionaries participated in the local administration, 

serving as agents to district officers, local government officials, teachers in 

schools, secretaries and interpreters to English officers in-charge of 

districts administrations. Rev. Henry Townsend for instance, served as 

secretary to the late Alake of Abeokuta, King Sodeke for over ten years. In 

the words of Odumuyiwa, “the close relationship between Christians and 

the influences of Christianity on the European district officers through 

Christian denominations like the Anglican, Methodist, Baptist, Roman 

Catholic and Presbyterian, helped greatly in the governance of the 

people18. 

In the pre-colonial era, most Christian leaders became advisers to 

government officials. As a result, governance of the people was influenced 

by Christianity. Social life of the people improved, and an end was put to 

killing of twins as championed by Mary Slessor, which later received 

government support. Virtually almost all chiefs or community leaders 
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then were Christians who carried out government directives and helped 

to maintain law and order in their various domains19. Christianity 

influenced governance of Nigeria to a great extent in the early years of the 

existence of Nigeria. Where then has this virtues vanished into? 

Christianity influenced the country through education, as mission schools 

were built in every village. Education became a powerful instrument of 

social and moral reform as well as to make converts. The church therefore, 

should live by example. The church leaders and followers should look 

inward and rid themselves of the spiritual ills and societal vices before 

they can influence the governance and development in contemporary 

Nigeria society. 

 

3.0 Political Correctness: The Role Of Morality 

There is no doubt that the majority of Nigerians are eagerly waiting for 

the establishment of a genuine, rule of law based on democratic structure 

in Nigeria which will bring about sustainable governance where human 

dignity, a type of democracy which inculcates the values of social justice, 

tolerance, peaceful coexistence and reinforces the Nigerian cultural values. 

Until now, because of the divergence of ethnic and tribal affiliations of 

Nigeria, it has resulted in lots of political disorder, chaos and anarchy in 

the polity. Nigerians sees themselves from their ethnic affiliations first and 

as Nigerians secondly. This has caused divisions and segregation, and it 

has eaten deep into the very fibre of Nigerian polity with wanton 

destruction of life and properties. 

Coupled with bad leadership, Nigeria as a nation, from its inception till 

now has continually been bedeviled with bad rulers. Chinua Achebe, in 

his book, “The Trouble with Nigeria” also concludes unequivocally that 

Nigeria’s greatest problem is squarely a leadership problem20. In the word 

of M.M. Akanbi, he submitted that, “the world over, undemocratic 

governments, by the very fact that their powers do not derive from the 

people, provide a fertile breeding ground for corruption since the 

hallmark of such administration is lack of transparency and 
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accountability”21. Thus, corruption in turn engenders mismanagement of 

resources, which often results in underdevelopment, poverty, and chaos 

in the leadership system. In the context of this background, government in 

developing countries including Nigeria, have tended to be pre-occupied 

with power and its material prerequisites. 

Corruption, though a universal phenomenon, appear to have become so 

endemic in Nigeria that most discourses about the country here and 

elsewhere, centre more on the high ascendancy of corruption in our public 

life. This to a very large extent explains why democracy is not delivering 

its dividends because its checks and balances have been effectively 

crippled by corruption22. Recently, development in Nigeria political 

terrain revealed that high level of ethical and moral standard have not 

always been followed in conducting the affairs of governance. Rather, to a 

greater height, governance in Nigeria has been largely characterized by 

the ugly incidents of social vices. The least should be emphasised that a 

country that triumphs in corruption like Nigerian society, can hardly 

sustain a just and equitable society, where justice, peace, and love reigned 

supreme. The recent killings in some parts of Nigeria today are as a result 

of the neglect of human rights. The situation we are now in is so 

precarious because public accountability and morality in governance, 

especially in the context of Nigerian system has drastically dwindled 

under the stress and strain of the overwhelming pressure of corruption23. 

Bad leadership and corruption triumph in Nigeria, because of the desire to 

get rich quick by robbing the people of their benefits by the government. 

There is no doubt that a lot of factors contributed and are instrumental to 

the lingering crisis of corruption among Nigerian leadership class. 

However, the basic and core central ones are due to lack of exemplary 

leadership, not even the current president Muhammad Buhari with his 

political slogan “change”. What it means is that leadership or governance 

refers to the manner in which power is exercised in the management of 

nation’s resources for development. It means the ability of the leadership 

to provide and maintain social peace, guarantee law and order, promote 
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or create conditions necessary for economic growth and entail a minimum 

level of social security, good public policies. It must incorporate the 

features of accountability of public officials, transparency in government 

procedures and processes, promote reliable flow of information to the 

citizenry, freedom of the press and adherents to the principle of rule of 

law.  

It is an indispensable fact that no fundamental change can take place in a 

society that is devoid of morality. In the words of Schweitzer, a German 

philosopher, he advocates that, “the prosperity of a society depends on 

the moral disposition of its members”24. The truth of this statement is a 

reflection and in fact confirmed by the deplorable situation in Nigeria 

today where the low level of prosperity, implying the obvious abject 

poverty of the masses in the midst of the country’s wealth. These rightly 

depict and reflect the low level of morality in the country, especially the 

immoral disposition of our leaders, both in the governance and the church 

alike. The pointer is not only to the leaders but also among the followers 

or the governed. This is so because the leaders are produced from among 

the followers. Therefore, morality deserves a major role in human nature.  

Morality as rightly known is the sense of right and wrong in human 

behaviours. It is the consciousness that certain kind of actions, are wrong 

and should be avoided while some ways of behaviours and some other 

kinds of action are right and should be encouraged, while evil should be 

avoided. According to Omoregbe “morality is the foundation of society”25. 

Implying that every organized society is structured on moral principles as 

its foundation. Like he rightly pontificated, “the more moral principles 

that are observed by the people living in a society, the more peaceful, the 

more comfortable, the more secured and the happier would life in that 

society be”26. Nigerians cannot boast, from experience of how insecure, 

how uncomfortable and unhappy it is to live in a society where moral 

principles are thrown to the winds. Democracy as currently practiced in 

Nigeria today is devoid of morality that is why it cannot deliver the 

dividends of democracy and as rightly suggested, without morality there 
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can be no democracy. Democracy will degenerate into barbarism and 

dictatorship27. This is because, to a very large extent, morality is inherent 

in the very concept of democracy. To St. Augustine, “without justice, 

government are gangs of criminal on a large scale”28. 

The need therefore to correct the past wrongs of our political class 

becomes a matter of urgency. Over the years, Nigerians have had the 

misfortune of being governed by succession of such people of 

questionable characters. The reason why the nation have made no 

meaningful progress in development after over fifty years of 

independence. The injection of morality into our political, education, 

economy and the church not being left out, cutting across the three tiers of 

governments, is something desirable.  Good home parenting should be 

encouraged, being the first level of education, and education is a process 

of both intellectual and moral formation. 

 

4.0 The Challenges Facing The Church In Her Quest For Political 

Development 

In view of the contemporary trend in Nigeria and elsewhere, the church, 

which ought to be, not only the custodian of morality but also the 

conscience of the society, in other wonder, the voice of the voiceless 

cannot be absolved of some of the social ills of the society. Religion as we 

know is a universal phenomenon. Regardless of where you live, religion 

has a way of influencing people’s lives. Religion deals with man’s 

relationship with the divine and man’s concern, especially, man’s 

response in his worship of God and in his actions. Thus, the teachings, 

precepts, moral standards and indeed ethical propositions of a religion 

should influence both the personality and the daily conduct of 

individuals. But most ironically in our society today, many people, 

inclusive of our political and church leaders have decided to overlook the 

moral precepts of religion to become increasingly corrupt and 

materialistic. 
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For the church therefore, to be able to perform her God’s ordained role as 

a check and balance on the governance and development, the church 

leaders and the followers alike must be above board. Spiritualism must be 

given a premium and should take priority over materialism, which had 

eaten deep-rooted into the fabrics of the church. Church leaders are 

expected to shun materialism and consolidate on the proper care of the 

souls of men and this should be aggressively pursued. Whatever the 

church denominations one belong to does not really matter, rather, the 

church as a united body of Christ is expected to show the light and the 

way for others to follow. The church must pay less attention to prosperity 

theology, and more emphasis should be put on salvation. This assertion 

was corroborated by Odumuyiwa when he said “for Christianity to be 

relevant in the 21st century, all Christian denominations should re-align 

their focus with early Christian church in the Acts of Apostles, and put 

under control their materialistic excesses while the spiritual development 

of the church is revived”29. Churches should be endowed. As it is done 

elsewhere among the developed countries, church members should will 

their properties to the church. Similarly, churches should be prudent in 

spending funds that belong to the church by avoiding unnecessary and 

unimaginable luxury life. Most pastors today lived ostentatious life. Most 

of them ride on jets, not taken into consideration the expenses associated 

with it. This excess funds been wasted on the maintenance of these jets for 

example can be invested into the physical needs of church members, 

especially the unemployed youths so that a healthy soul will be in a 

healthy body. 

Rather than embarking on ventures in terms of building and running 

private schools which is not within the reach of the poor members of their 

church, which in itself is contrary to virtue of charity to the poor, small 

scale industries must be opted out for as it will take care of the large 

numbers of youths roaming the streets in search of jobs that is not 

forthcoming from the government. There is the need for the church to 

foster more on humanitarian services. For instance, the less privileged, the 
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destitute, the sick, the inmates. The church should rather than collect from 

the have-nots, should be prepared to give to the needy, as the church is 

expected to be an institution of solace to the spiritually and physically 

troubled souls. 

What is expected of the church leaders is to act not only as the voice of the 

voiceless, but majorly, as the guidance of morality within the church and 

outside the church with far reaching effect on the society. Charity they say 

begins at home. The Christians who are church members and also 

politicians who are in government should be admonished to carry 

Christian ideals into politics and not politicize Christian virtues. The 

impression of, if you cannot beat them, join them should be jettisoned as it 

does not create a healthy environment. In these circumstances, both the 

church leaders and followers in and out of church and government should 

imbibe and emphasise the fear of God and ask for divine guidance in all 

they do. By so doing, the church leaders will be seen to be leading by 

example. In addition, sanctions should be given to any erring members. 

This action will go a long way in assisting the church to flush out bad eggs 

in her midst. 
 

5.0 Conclusion 

The conception that both religion and politics should be separated as both 

seems to be working at cross purposes no longer hold water. The 

argument for this is that while religion belongs to the realm of spirituality, 

politics is termed to be unhallowed. While religion is sacred, politics is 

profane, as such they are two parallel lines that cannot meet. But, 

fortunately enough, some scholars had argued that both are products of 

God’s divine gift to man. That politics should be seen as the dividends of 

religion. This will give credence to the saying that the spiritual controls 

the physical. If this is so, then there ought to exist a kind of relationship 

between the two. Within this context, the church will no doubt have a 

special privilege of direct involvement in the relationship among the 

gospel, education, economic development, and the judiciary for the 
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establishment of a sustainable value system. If all of these are overhauled 

with the apparatus of solid functioning Christian ethics, there will be a 

brighter future for a progressive politically incline system. In a way, not 

only will it bring about political correctness, sanity will also be restored in 

our political and cultural terrain. 

It is hoped that if the church in collaboration with the state are able to 

regenerate among our people sound moral ethical standard, which will 

dovetail in the evolvement of renewing good parental upbringing of our 

youths at home, the work ethics, respect for the dignity of every human 

beings, contempt for wealth not created from identifiable quest, 

transparency and accountability both in the church and government, 

Nigeria will take her rightful place in the committee of nations. 
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