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Abstract 
The title of this paper is The Significance of Prayer and Spirituality on Theological 

Education and a Changing Economy. The term Spirituality is used in various 

senses by different scholars and Christian traditions, partly because the Spiritual 

life is so complex. Christian spirituality involves the relationship between the 

whole person and a Holy God, who reveals Himself through prayers. The 

guarantee of Christian Spirituality is the presence and powers of the Holy Spirit 

in the life of the believer resulting in conformity to God’s revealed will. In recent 

times, the living and communicating with God and attainment of holiness, it has 

become a kind of business enterprise for some pastors and ministers, when prayers 

are organized in churches, instead of being a means of improving Holiness of the 

people, it is regrettably turned into avenue to make money by sale of stickers, 

CD’s, olive oil, handkerchiefs, stones etc. Many Christians have lost their faith 

altogether because of unanswered prayer resulting from low Spirituality or 

unholy living. Others have turned to horoscopes, psychic hotlines and witchcraft. 

The Spirituality and emotional pain of unanswered prayers dwindling fortunes of 

an individual, family and society at large can be deep and devastating. The 

objective of this paper is to examine the functional role of Spirituality sociological 

variables in tackling human problems in the society. This involves a critical 

examination of prayer life, holiness of the Christian, human problems and 

theological approach to the challenges facing religious adherents in a pluralistic 

society. This paper shall analyse the forms, features, functions and dysfunctional 

view of Spirituality in solving human problems in the present changing economy. 

This paper appreciates the insight offered by theologians and social thinkers into 

human problems and the need for collaborative social, religious, moral, 

psychological and economic efforts in stemming the tide of human problems in 

the society. The phenomenological approach in sourcing for material for this paper 

was adopted, conclusion drawn and recommendations made based on the 

findings of the paper. 
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Introduction 

Nigeria is one of the most populated countries of the world. She is endowed with rich 

natural and human resources. Yet Nigeria is regarded as one of the poorest nations of the 

world as the leadership is corrupt and selfish. Institutionalized corruption therefore is at 

the root of the social, religious, political and economic problems of Nigeria and has in 

essence, impoverished the greater majority of the Nigeria people (Eneh & Okolo, 2013). 

 

This poverty has found a profound expression in relation and religious activities among 

the masses who recourse to faith in God and fervent prayers as the only solution to their 

sufferings. Christian religious sects as a consequence, over the last two decades, have 

blossomed in Nigeria. In cities as well as the suburbs, prayer sessions, vigils and crusades 

for prosperity, faith and spiritual healings and supplication against bribery and corruption 

are held by real and fake men of God. 

 

Furthermore, in recent times in our country of today, the objectives of spirituality or prayer 

in Christian churches have changed grossly. Rather than a way of communicating with 

God and attainment of holiness and piety, it has become a kind of business enterprise for 

some ministers and self-acclaimed Pastors. When prayers are organized in churches, they 

turn them into avenue to make money by sale of stickers, CDs, olive oil, stones, 

handkerchiefs, etc. 

 

These clergies have already made answers to all problems in the track of life. Nobody or 

few only cares to strive for spirituality - high level of holiness. It is stated in the scriptures 

that “when the righteous is on the throne, the people rejoice”; rejoicing in this sense means, 

payment of salaries, jobs everywhere, no looting of public treasury, there will be goods 

and services for the people at affordable prices, low level of crime e.t.c. 

 

In the Nigerian Christendom, some unemployed graduates and school drop-out have 

become pastors and evangelists over night in their bid to extort money from their 

unsuspecting members and live big. These charlatans or “businessmen” have ready-made 

answers as regards all problems of life. It is their stock in trade to trace the cause of all 

misfortunes of life to ancestral curses, real or imagined. They prescribe one crusade or 

prayer session. These crusades and prayer sessions which can be on family, kindred, 

village, town and recently state or national levels are given captivating captions like 

“Healing the family root”, “ dry bone shall rise again”, “my Goliath must fall”, “Anointing 

breaks the yoke, and so on (John 3:8). 
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The financial exploit made on the ignorant masses during such sessions are better 

imagined than told. These businessmen turned clerics turn their crusade grounds into 

avenue to make money instead of venues of attaining higher spiritual status, a place of 

having or witnessing the touch of the Holy Spirit by the worshippers. 

 

This moral, social and spiritual decay among Christians calls for change of attitude and life 

style. Therefore, spirituality which is designed to inculcate morality, values, decency, 

virtues, fair play, respect for others, tolerance, uprightness, sincerity, among others are 

necessary tools in checking bad practices in the Christian folk and in the society today, if 

there should be a result oriented changing economy. 

 

Conceptual Clarification 

This paper shall attempt to provide an answer to the question — “what is prayer, 

spirituality, theology and theological education?” 

 

Prayer 

In Nigeria the belief that prayer is a sovereign panacea for all the problems of mankind is 

real. In the working sites of various companies and in the government offices, private and 

group prayers are held before the commencement of work. In the mechanic village and in 

our markets some hours in particular days are devoted to prayers. During these hours, no 

kind of work or buying and selling respectively could take place. It is immaterial whether 

one is a Christian or not; one must not work or buy or sell, as the case may be, during these 

hours. (Brown, 2015) 

 

Social and Political gatherings of every sort always kick off with prayers. Academic board 

meetings in department and faculties in the universities start with prayers. Senate and 

council meetings in the tertiary institutions begin with prayers. It is prayer, prayer 

everywhere. 

 

The barren woman needs t in order to conceive; the pregnant woman needs it in order to 

deliver safely; the healthy man needs it; the sick needs it. The saints and the sinners alike 

pray. The perpetrator of injustice prays; the victim of injustice prays. The masses pray 

consistently and insistently for their condition to change while the ruling class and all 

others responsible for the poverty of the masses pray without ceasing for the status quo to 

remain. With prayer impossibility becomes possible. Almost everyone believes it and 

almost everyone recommends it for another. It is the answer to every types of problem. 
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This shows that the teaming population of Nigeria is still religiously credulous. The 

tendency to either define all human activities in function of prayer or regard prayer as 

magical panacea for solving all human problems stare any keen observer in the face. They 

also help to cultivate man’s dependence on God and increase his spiritual outreach. 

 

Ekwunife in a more comprehensive manner said that; 

Prayer is a spiritual means through which the religious man interiorly and 

externally communicates with God and all supersensible beings of his 

invisible world. It can be described as a religious man to the transcendent 

being and his agents. (Ekwunife, 2017) 

 

Spirituality 

Several scholars have given their views on spirituality. Williams in his opinion sees 

spirituality as a lived experience, the effort to apply relevant elements in the deposits of 

Christian faith to the guidance of men and women towards their spiritual growth, the 

progressive development of their persons which flowers into a proportionately increased 

insight and joy. (William, 2013) 

 

George on his part sees spirituality as to do with our experiencing of God and with the 

transformation of our consciousness and our lives as outcomes of that experience (George, 

2001).  In the same vein, Richard notes that spirituality arises from a creative and dynamic 

synthesis of faith and life, forged in the crucible of the desire to live out the Christian faith 

authentically, responsibly, effectively and fully. (George, 2011) 

 

McGrath emphasized that spirituality involves the whole person (body, mind, soul, 

relationship) the entire fabric of our lives is a lived experience, a quest throughout our lives 

that involves the weaving, a dynamic synthesis of the elements of the deposits of Christian 

faith (belief and values) into the fabric of our lives so that they animate, give fire to our 

lives, a growth, development and flowering of our lives; a transformation of our 

consciousness and lives involves experiencing and knowing God (not just knowing about 

God). Christian spirituality is the quest for a fulfilled and authentic life, that involves 

taking the beliefs and values of Christianity and weaving them into the fabric of our lives 

so that they “animate”, provide the “breath” and “spirit” and “fire” for our lives. 

(McGrath, 2011) 

 

In spirituality, man rises above his creatureliness and immerses himself with faith in the 

invisible world of human experience. In spirituality, the disturbed order of creation is 

restored for the religious man and peace reigns once more. In spirituality, the religious 
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man not only affirms the reality of supra-sensible world, but also expresses a faith 

conviction that a temporal world is not fully meaningful without the transcendence. 

Spirituality is, therefore, that spiritual air journey to eternity. It is a spiritual faith search 

light and communication with the source of human existence. 

 

According to Ekwunife, spirituality for the modern man seems a necessity when it is 

pragmatic in orientation that is, when it produces effects that yields immediate dividends 

to the clients or helps the organizers achieve immediate aim and earn accolades in form of 

monetary rewards; or calculate to praise the minister as the man of God or one who has 

the key to the heart of God.9 As long as spirituality is geared to immediate human 

problem-solving, it is hailed as effective. These solved problems supposed to be achieved 

through spirituality in Nigeria, ranges from instant death of enemies, overturning of 

misfortune, increase in material prosperity to success in business even through criminal or 

dubious means. (Moody, 2010) 

 

Theology 

The term was derived from the Greek word “theologia”, compounded of two words, 

meaning basically an account of, or discourse about gods or God. Among the Greeks, poets 

such as Homer and Hesoid were called “theologoi”. Their stories about the gods were 

categorized as “mythical theology” by stoic” writers, who spoke also of “Natural or 

rational theology” which was close to Aristotle “theological philosophy” broadly what 

today would be referred to as philosophical theology or metaphysics. 

 

In the modern world, “theology is often used in a comprehensive sense, embracing all the 

disciplines involved in a university course or in training for church ministry i.e, including 

the biblical languages, church history, homiletics etc. 

 

More precisely, the word denotes teaching about God and His relation to the world from 

creation to the consummation, particularly as it is set forth in an ordered, coherent manner. 

It is rarely used solely of the doctrine of God Himself. The acid test for all theology was 

well expressed by Thomas Aquinas; “Theology is taught by God, teaches of God and leads 

to God”.  (Oguejiofor, 2014) 

 

Theological Education 

Theological education is central to the life of a living and growing church. The ministry 

and service of any church is a reflection of the quality of theological education given both 

to its leaders and members. Experience has shown throughout the history of the Christian 

church that weakness or slackness in life of any church can be traced to its theological 
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seminaries. Quality theological education that is accessible and relevant is not a strategic 

option for any church- it is the only imperative choice. 

 

The church in Nigeria nay Africa is now of age. But with this comes the responsibility to 

shoulder the theological needs of the church on the Africa continent. The church in Africa 

cannot simply continue to pride in past glories or rejoice for the increasing number of 

individuals and communities engaged in the spread of the gospel in Africa. The time is 

now to look forward with hope but with a firm commitment in qualitative theological 

foundation. 

 

Indeed, the recession of theological education in Africa could be linked to the ever 

decreasing financial support directed to the field. The theological colleges, the 

predecessors of these institutions were founded by missions. As such, the missions and the 

churches abroad were their most loyal supporters. When missions handed over to the 

African churches, it is expected that the African churches were going to take up this role. 

This however did not happen- the African churches apart from legally owing the 

institutions never really supported the theological colleges. 

 

The support base for theological education in the majority of cases remained in the mission 

headquarters and churches abroad. Indeed one can say, sadly, that the theological colleges 

dotted across Africa are orphans of mission headquarters and churches abroad. The other 

way of saying it is that the African churches have never really given adequate support to 

theological education. This is an issue that must be confronted based on its place in 

development of the economy. 

 

No wonder, African continent is home to a great variety of denominational, regional, and 

historical context in theological education. Rich, varied and sometimes contesting ideals 

for theological education are presented in this paper which touches on a picture of hope 

that emerges for a new approach to Christian theological education that in different ways 

upholds the values of the reign of God, - love, justice, equity, freedom, peace and all that 

values the worth and dignity of human beings. Such an approach confronts the reality that 

the African continent is not immune to the intolerance of fundamentalisms, political 

instability, poverty and corruption. In some quarters there is even growing skepticism 

about the nature of faith that challenges the validity of theological education as an 

academic project. 

 

According to Isabel Apawo and Dietrich Werner (2013:25), renowned African Theologians, 

in their work “Handbook of theological education in African”, they averred that 
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theological education should contribute to the self-understanding of faith communities 

that can inform and transform peoples’ lives. At its best, it becomes a dialogue between 

the academy and people of faith. For this to happen it has to be accessible, contextual and 

situated. Furthermore, contextually based theological education is also challenged by the 

relationship between culture, gender, and faith. A further values based challenge to 

theological education is the impending environmental disaster faced by the Nigerian 

country. Because it is rich in mineral resources for which the world is hungry and is 

endowed with an immense variety of animals and plant species, the protection of our 

natural riches is an urgent issue for all who claim to have in the generosity of our creator 

God. 

 

Finally, the question of the relationship between theology and spirituality is central to a 

value based approach to theological education, spirituality draws on and is formed by 

prayer, the bible, Christian practices and theology. Since theology started to reflect more 

seriously on human experience in its contextual and cultural particularity, spirituality is 

no longer seen as abstract spiritual theology but as a dynamic, central ingredient for the 

life of the faithful. I am heartened that spirituality today is slowly gaining a place in the 

academy as a respectable discipline with its own methodology, acknowledging its 

significance in all our theological endeavors. Of course, much more can be said about 

theological education that emerges from the Reign of God values. For all of us involved in 

theological education, the task is challenging. Isabel Apawo and Dietrich Werner (2013) 

ed. Handbook of theological Education in Africa. Oxford: Regnum Book 

 

Changing Economy 

The Nigerian Problem and Spirituality 

Nigeria status as an oil producing nation with an enormous revenue generation capacity 

from other non-oil exports, woefully contracts with the extreme poverty of her citizens and 

her decaying infrastructural and institutional development. This state of the nation has 

been attributed to pervasive corruption, lack of public accountability’ and the “capture” of 

public services and resources by the ruling elites (Ferguson, 2011) 

 

Recent disclosures, about large scale malpractices in the past eight years illustrate the point 

being made; incidentally, it is within the state of affairs that our leaders have found 

holiness and prayer as the solution to the problems. 

 

The crisis of the Nigerian economy is today the focus of a great deal of analytical and 

practical attention from social commentators, economists, development experts and 

real/genuine men of God. Indeed, the depth of the economic crisis and its general impact 
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on the lives of citizens have made the problems and their impossible solutions matters of 

widespread debate among the vast majority of citizens in different social strata in both 

urban and rural areas. 

 

This is so even when the Nigerian economy supposed to be the second largest in sub-

Saharan Africa, after South Africa. In view of its rich endowment of physical and human 

resources, the potential of the economy to rank among the richest and most resilient and 

diversified in the developing world is undoubtedly high. Unfortunately, the economic 

indicators are not good. As has been noted: 

 

One of the enduring paradoxes of the Nigeria economic system is that a 

nation richly endowed with natural resources should also be one of the 

poorest countries. Even seasoned economists have been hard put to offer 

credible and rational justification for this contradiction. (Anya, 2018:29) 

 

A sector by sector analysis shows that the agricultural sector is characterized among others, 

by under capitalization which has led to low yields and declining output. In the 

manufacturing sector the story has been the same. The average amount of growth has 

continued to decline. This situation has been attributed to high transaction costs which 

results from the poor performance of utilities and other infrastructure. 

 

One negative effect of the poor performance of infrastructure is that it has raised the cost 

of production to a very high level because every firm has been forced to invest in such 

facilities, like generating plants. Because of space constraints, we will not do a detailed 

analysis each of the facilities, but we would like to add that in terms of social infrastructure, 

health and education are the worst. 

 

What can be deduced from the above analysis is that overtime, particularly the last two 

decades of successive military dictatorships and the last 19years of democratic rule; 

Nigerians have been subjected to the adverse effects of bad governance. The net effect of 

this is the continued state of underdevelopment as exemplified by low rates of economic 

growth, mass poverty, distortion in the allocation of resources, weak production 

structures, technological backwardness, nepotism and ethnicity, political instability, a poor 

investment climate, lack of transparency, and accountability, widespread corruption — 

“Chop-I-Chop syndrome”, which are all anti-spirituality “Syrup”. 
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Lack of a Viable Spiritual and Ethnical Value System 

The most fundamental reasons, as far as this paper is concerned, are the lack of a viable 

spiritual value base, which is aided by the preponderate character of politics in Nigeria, 

which manifests in the spoilt system and the patron-client relation entrenched in our 

values and beliefs. 

 

Values make the nation (spiritual and ethnical). Spiritual values are veritable anchor either 

at the personal level or at the level of the nation. That is why Oguejiofor sees them “as 

something desirable...” (Oguejieofor, 2014). Things we would like to aspire to or the 

possession of which we admire or praise in other people. Values are therefore, things 

which are desirable and worthy of esteem for their own sake, which when internalized 

becomes the road map to a future desirable end. 

 

Unfortunately, negative values like acquisition of wealth and power by all available 

means, naked greed and dishonesty are all vices that have plagued the nation’s leadership- 

church and society; hence there is need for spiritual empowerment. Morality, which is the 

senses of right and wrong, good or bad, godly or ungodly, in human behavior has been 

abandoned in our society. On this, it has been concluded that: 

 

The weakest link in the chain of Nigerian development effort remains the weak value base 

which adversely affects both our individual and collective attempts at development, 

including those of the “leaders” who are either born or selected or rigged into positions of 

leadership or assumed the leadership of the country. (Nduka, 2016:59) 

 

The poor material and spiritual values which church and political leaders have are 

responsible for their life of wanton selfishness and greed, and loss of track of nature of the 

common good — the good things of the society as a whole. Thus, the nation’s wealth, 

which is meant for all, has been selfishly appropriated by the political leaders and even 

some church leaders as well. Wealth has become in itself the means to acquire societal 

affluence and how it is gotten is no longer important provided it is acquired. So, the 

transformation spiritually and physically, of our society from virtuous society to this type 

of bad society was a process that gradually crept in. Apart from authoritarianism, which 

was used during military rule to appropriate national resources to remain in power, an 

important non-coercive form of consolidating power has been to rely on patronage. For 

years, as was experienced in the past sixteen years of our democracy experiment, resources 

needed for effective broad scale development were drained away among other reasons to 

support regime efforts to consolidate power, through the second and third term bid. To 



Icheke Journal of the Faculty of Humanities                                  Vol.18. No.4 December, 2020 www.ichekejournal.com 
 

The Significance of Prayer and Spirituality on Theological Education and a Changing Economy in Nigeria 246 

secure political incumbency, public benefits have been distributed and opportunities 

provided along political line. 

 

Nigeria leaders, almost since independence but especially the present democratic era, have 

continued to use the state and its resources to serve and maintain themselves. 

There is no doubt that wrong values system and moral decadence are at the root of 

Nigeria’s socio-economic problems. As pointed out; 

 

An immoral society is also a sick society. By immoral society we mean a 

society permeated with corruption, dishonesty, fraud, selfishness, 

embezzlement of public funds, “spiritual baldness” and other immoral acts. 

Such a society is sick and cannot be in sound order. Its organs cannot 

function properly because they are not in sound health conditions. Life in 

such a society is increasingly difficult, insecure and unhappy. Something 

has to be done. (Omoregbe, 2011:10) 

 

The socio-economic decay with the attendant mass sufferings in Nigeria presents a 

vestibule thriving ground for high level of spirituality as a means of survival and a general 

panacea to the mass suffering, for as in classic Karl Max, “religion is the opium of the 

people”.’ (Haralambus, 2018) This means that economic empowerment whose foundation 

is not built or centered on spiritual empowerment will lead us to nowhere. It is like 

providing a sufficient fertile ground for further unrestricted corruption and economic 

decay. 

 

However, as has been entrenched in the psyche of the nation, moral decay, corruption and 

evil found vein even in religion. Churches and various religious sects mushroomed and 

“men of God” became “men of mammon”. Instead of preaching piety, moral rectitude, 

temperance and value, prayers and sermons were centered on earthly riches and affluence. 

The poor became even poorer on account of being “rubbed” by bogus men and women of 

God. Even the sick and troubled are not spared as they are tricked into parting with their 

possessions by “fake and arranged miraculous healings”. 

 

The nation’s sickness is thus compounded. But what is prayer and spirituality? Can prayer 

or spirituality help in healing a nation and especially, a nation such as Nigeria whose 

problems and woes have become endemic? To salvage this country prayer and ethnical re-

orientation (spiritual re-armament) is the main thrust of this paper and it is the view of the 

researcher that only high level of spiritual empowerment- sincere prayer and ethnical re-

orientation can salvage Nigeria from her social, political, economic and moral dilemma. 
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We can vividly recall that it was by the reason of the spirituality and prayer life style of the 

biblical Joseph (the Hebrew boy) in Egypt averted the impending destructive famine in 

Egypt by extension the other nations of the world. It was his timely intervention that the 

imminent economic collapse of the world was saved.’ Gen. 41:1-57 

 

Significance of Prayer and Spirituality to Nigeria’s Contemporary Economic Problems 

Indices or ingredients embedded in spirituality that can be used in a changing economy in 

order to ameliorate the severity of the economic down turn are multifarious. These include 

prayer, fasting, and holy living. 

 

Prayer- Sincere prayer is a necessity in the lives of every religious man. It is really relevant 

in the Nigeria situation. Nigeria notably is a country with large populations of Christians, 

Muslims and African traditional practitioners. In each of these religions, prayer is an 

essential feature of the mode of group worship and as well an essential feature in the 

everyday lives of all or most of the practitioners in the nation. 

 

Prayer requires faith in God. It presupposes faith and hope in God for his goodness. To 

overcome any problem one needs to have faith and trust in God. In Mathew, Jesus said 

“come to me all who labour and are heavy laden and I will give you rest” (Matt. 11: 28-29).  

Although prayers was very vital in the life of Christ, He did not only prayed, he went about 

doing good, helping the rich and the poor, the young and the old. Thus, Christ although 

the son of God worshipped God truly and sincerely by His works and loves for everyone, 

including His enemies. He asked His followers to do same. 

 

Faith and good work are therefore essentially concomitant to prayers as a mode of worship 

of God and can result in the healing of a nation. Thus faith without good works is dead. 

Christ also made it clear in the book of John that “God is spirit; and those who worship 

Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth”. (John 3:8) The fruit of the spirit is love, 

peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self control. (Gal. 5:22-25)  In 

the book of James, it was also stated that; “The prayer of a righteous man has great power 

in its effect”. Therefore, this could mean that the prayer of unrighteous man is 

counterproductive. Sincerity is needed in prayer. (James 5:16) 

 

This is contrary to what is happening in Nigeria where many prayer houses are opened 

for commercial purposes. Churches are being opened in all nooks and crannies of the 

nation, several of which are demonic and evil in practice and their leaders immoral, 

corrupt and driven by materialism. Thus, the Christian religious worship is no more being 

practiced in its true form; truthfully and spiritually. 
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Oguejiofor assertion is apt: 

No matter how Nigeria prays, without a change of heart (in other words, self or internal 

reformation) the problem will persist and continue to multiply. Both the leaders and the 

led need spiritual transformation. It is only through prayers and ethnical re-orientation 

that Nigeria’s problem could be solved. Nigerians need change of attitude. We need to re-

examine our relationship with God and also to de-emphasize materialism. (Oguejiofor, 

2014) 

 

We need to be guided by moral principles and right values. Nigeria cannot be good if her 

citizens are not good. We need to emphasize values of honesty, love, peace, justice, trust, 

kindness, impartiality, accountability, transparency, discipline and so on. 

 

Given that prayer cannot work out without the aforementioned concomitant factors, it will 

be germane to mention that prayer can still make waves in providing lasting solutions to 

human problems in the society. 

 

First, it affords one the impetus to work with fear or trepidation. Faith cannot be feasible 

without constant prayer. Therefore, Nigerians are to be enjoined like Christ told His 

disciples to pray ceaselessly as they work. 

 

In prayer we have conversation with God. A lack of conversation is a sign of relationship 

in trouble. True, honest, heartfelt conversation is a sign of a healthy relationship. 

 

We pray because we are in fierce battle with the devil. Prayer equips us to face the 

challenges of live. In prayer, we solicit God’s help. When we neglect prayer, we will be like 

one fighting a battle unarmed. We are unable to resist temptation — of immorality (sexual 

or fleshly lust), siphoning of public fund, praise-singing covetousness, lasciviousness and 

so on. The urge to indulge in immorality, dress seductively, embezzlement of public funds 

and other vices will be reduced to the barest minimum if we pray constantly and practice 

true spirituality. 

 

Recommendations 

Having identified true and sincere prayer and spirituality as well as ethnical reorientation 

as solutions to Nigeria’s socio-economic and political problems, it is only necessary to 

make some suggestions. In proffering solutions to the identified problem bedeviling the 

Nigeria society, attention will be focused on the family, school, the wide society and what 

the church should be doing. 
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The family is the bed-rock of the society. It is the first socializing point for the children. 

Therefore parents should start early enough to inculcate in their child/children right values 

that will make them grow into responsible adults. This will prevent the present decay in 

the society from rotating to the leaders of tomorrow. Such values include hard work and 

the dignity of labor, honesty, justice, kindness, obedience, truthfulness, peace, love, 

humility and so on while they should shun vices such as stealing, dishonesty, fraud, 

violence, greed, intolerance, and so on. The parents should try to be worthy role models 

by setting good examples for their children; because, as the popular Igbo adage says “Nne 

ewu na ata ihe, nwa ya ana ele ya anya na onu” (When the she goat is chewing something, 

its child watches the mouth). As pointed out “when parents tell the truth and are open to 

their children, they will become models of honesty to their children”.24 They should teach 

their children how to begin each day with God through earnest prayer; Parents should 

equally inculcate this virtue of constant and regular prayers and practice of spirituality- 

holiness in their daily living into these vibrant young generation that are bound to take 

over from us, to ensurç fruitful results in their daily living. It helps one to begin the day 

with prayers and true practice of Christian spirituality. 

 

Moral instruction should be emphasized in schools both in primary and secondary schools. 

This will help in inculcating discipline in the children. 

 

Although moral instruction is part of the secondary school curriculum, it is often not taken 

seriously in many schools. Themes based on efficacy of prayer and spirituality, good 

leadership, discipline, love of God and love of one’s neighbor, and so on should be taught 

in schools. Moral principles learnt from these lessons will also help in inculcating the right 

attitude and values such as respect for people, truthfulness, and tolerance and so on in the 

children. 

 

In the wider society our leaders should be accountable to her citizens. Looters should be 

punished appropriately and nobody should be above the law. Public office should be seen 

as a service source for common good and not as a means for quick and fraudulent self-

enrichment. The various anti-corruption agencies established by the government should 

be given strong legislative and legal backing and, in addition, equipped with all other 

necessary operative logistics to enable them carry out their duties effectively and without 

executive interference. Our leaders should adjust to starting off office activities with soul-

searching prayers of confession, adoration and promise holy living as this will help take 

their minds away from looting of public treasury, immorality and other unholy acts and 

behavior. 
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The church should put to practice what she preaches. Our church leaders should de-

emphasize materialism. In some churches there are prayers mapped out against unholy 

living and corruption in the society but things have not changed. 

 

This could be lack of sincerity in prayer. Christians should augment their spirituality and 

prayer with good works which entail service to humanity. They should emphasize more 

on the fruits of the spirit. They should use several avenues like the media to conscientise 

the nation. The church should be in the forefront in the campaign against moral decay and 

spiritual dull-drummers. In every strata of the society, we should be made to match the 

importance of spirituality and fervent prayers with good works; I think Nigeria will be a 

better society by so doing. 

 

Conclusion 

It is crystal clear that Nigeria has numerous challenges. This manifests in the magnitude 

of corruption, moral decay and the get rich quick syndrome which has attracted both 

national and international attention. This is because it has affected the economy of the 

nation from changing positively. It has retarded national growth and development and 

about to plunge us into spiritual blindness and moral deafness, if nothing is done and 

urgently too. The masses are suffering. There is youth unemployment and so on. From the 

study, it is discovered that every Nigeria should be involved in solving our problem by 

developing the right attitude to life. We need to imbibe godly values. It is only through 

earnest prayer, high level of holiness or spirituality and re-orientation that our problem 

could be solved. Until Nigerians change, the nation will not change. We have to lay down 

selfishness and apathy and pickup altruism and sincere commitment and dedication to 

service to God and mankind. 
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