
Icheke Journal of the Faculty of Humanities                                        Vol.17. No.3 October, 2019  www.ichekejournal.com 
 

Christian Religious Education in Nigerian Schools: An Advocacy for the Integration,,,  1 

Christian Religious Education in Nigerian Schools: An Advocacy for the 

Integration of African Moral Values in the Curriculum. 

By 

 

Christian O. Ele, PhD 

General Studies Division 

Enugu State University of Science and Technology 

Agbani, Enugu, Nigeria. 

Email: boomdrchris@gmail.com 

Phone: +2348063667566 

 

Abstract 

This paper discusses Christian Religious Education in Nigerian 

schools with keen interest on the integration of African Moral 

Values in its curriculum. Nigeria as a country, at the moment, has 

moral crises at the various strata of its society. People have been dis-

oriented from moral values over time in a manner than the young 

often think that the odd situation of moral decadence is normal. The 

contributory factor is the erosion of the positive African Moral 

Values in the lives of contemporary Nigerians. Some of these values 

are akin to the values of Jesus Christ which he taught in the 

scriptures. The findings of this paper include, inter alia, that the 

moral values held as sacrosanct in the traditional society have been 

compromised. This work, therefore advocates for the integration of 

African Moral Values in the school curriculum to help boost the 

morality status of Nigerians. The methodology employed in this 

study is phenomenal-descriptive which means that the phenomenon 

of moral laxity as found to exist in Nigeria was studied over time 

and the remedy to embrace morality evidenced in uprightness of 

character through integration of African Moral Values in the school 

curriculum presented in the discourse. 
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Introduction 

Nigeria is a country with religious plural background. It has Christianity, 

African Traditional Religion and Islam as dominant faiths. These religions 

have contents of doctrines and methods of teaching their faiths and these 

features in their delivery of doctrines and morality awareness especially to 

their members and prospective converts. With the presence of these folk 

and Abrahamic faiths, notwithstanding, Nigerians both adults and the 

young could be said to be in an age of moral crises. African Moral 

Awareness driven from indigenous moral codes and values which are basic 

socialization indices for the young are now scarce commodities in the 

country. This paper advocates very strongly as an imperative to integrate 

African moral values which are akin to the Gospel values as critical, integral 

parts of the curriculum of Christian Religious Education in Nigeria. 

 

In bygone decades when morality was highly esteemed as invaluable and 

indispensable in the country, there was ample time given to African folklore 

in primary schools through which narratives in the forms of stories from 

animal kingdoms are presented as parables that have obvious moral 

lessons. It could be the pains and losses from tortoise’s wickedness or 

wisdom respectively, or the moral lessons to eschew craftiness, laziness, 

immorality, disobedience, greed, inordinate ambition, insatiability, 

materialism, etc. On this note, Ele (2006:85-86), wrote that: “The tortoise 

could speak in those didactic stories and the lessons from those calabashes 

of wisdom are learnt. Through the lessons drawn thereof, the young could 

learn how to eschew selfishness, violence, pride, laziness, craftiness and 

imbibe egalitarianism, brotherhood, friendliness, respect for elders, 

hospitality, peace, honesty, justice, humility, industry and love”. He further 

averred that African traditional societies “have hundreds of thousands of 

moonlight stories, folklores and proverbs through which the young ones 
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are given proper enculturation of moral values”. In those times, moral 

instructions were strictly observed in secondary schools which gave 

furtherance to those moral lessons already imbibed in the primary school 

days; of course, primary education in Christian schools also had moral 

instructions based on biblical stories for children. But today these formative 

and essential aspects of the curriculum are no longer enjoying the pride of 

place. Part of the reasons for the unfortunate fall in the education sector and 

its attendant moral decadence in Nigeria was the forceful takeover of 

schools from voluntary agencies by the government. According to the 

Lineamenta (2009: 104-105), “Anyone who knew the situation of our Catholic 

schools, both Primary and Secondary, before the state take-over of these 

schools, will not find it difficult to enumerate many effects of the take over. 

The standard of Education has lowered very much. Much attention was no 

longer given to moral instruction. This has resulted to non-challant attitude 

and recklessness of the youth prevalent in our society today. This has made 

it imperative that our priests and other experienced lay men should give 

moral instruction a pride of place in our schools”. The call is therefore for 

the state to fully return the schools to the Church and consequently boost 

morality in the society. Hence, “The Catholic Church is therefore 

challenged to welcome the return of schools, so that we can return to the 

earliest Catholic vision of education, which made moral and religious 

instructions part of the curriculum of education. Reports across the parishes 

and deaneries suggest that people yearn for the return of moral discipline 

to school syllabus (Instrumentum Laboris, 2010: 40).  

 

In those days, the popular moral instructions took place every Thursday 

while the folk stories as essential schedules of the school time-table held at 

other designated times of the school week and these were in addition to the 

Bible Knowledge or Christian Religious Knowledge/Christian Religious 

Studies as proper, specific discipline or subject with organized syllabus of 

study. Nwosu (2009:8) noted that “Moral instruction stresses practice of 

good behaviours”. And at this point in history, there were moral 
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instructions in the schools. These contributed positive and effective 

influences to religious dispositions and affiliations, moral patterns of 

behavior and ethical orientations of the young and growing minds.  

 

There is need to urge the civil authorities with requisite competencies to 

bring these values back in the school curriculum both on paper and their 

pragmatic enforcements in vivid implementation. In the words of Amaele 

(2009: 27), “Since values can be experienced, taught and learnt, it is the 

responsibility of the school to inculcate right value system of a multi-

cultural, religious and ethnic society such as ours, to find common values 

and teach them to the youth”. Such common values are found in abundant 

multiplicity in African Moral Values. The necessity of proper moral 

teachings is found in its function. According to Obasola (2015:1), 

“…morality serves a holistic function as it serves as the bedrock upon which 

the edifice of a truly righteous and egalitarian society rests. Implicitly, 

moral principles form a fundamental aspect of every culture as it outlines 

comprehensively, codes of behaviours or conducts for the individual on the 

one hand, and the society on the other”. The moral codes that guided 

decisions and actions in the traditional society are being violated today in 

gross magnitude in Nigeria. 

 

Explication of key Concepts 

In this section, we shall strive to explicate some key concepts in the title 

topic to enable one understand their referent values and specific meanings 

as applied in the study. The key concepts are: Christian Religious 

Education, African Moral Values and Curriculum. 

 

Christian Religious Education 

This concept: “Christian Religious Education” is the teaching-learning 

activity whereby the tenets and values of Christianity are imparted and 

imbibed according to teacher-learner statuses. The contents of Christian 

Religious Education are enunciated by Jesus Christ and found in the Holy 
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Scripture and Church’s tradition. The teachers in context include parents at 

home, teachers in the school, pastors of souls in the Church, Christian 

members of the society as individuals and groups. The methodology used 

in this activity is Word or Witness or both. Christian Religious Education is 

also defined as “the process whereby Christian learning takes place”. It 

often involves “teaching which enables practicing Christians to adopt and 

deepen their Christian beliefs, values and dispositions to experience and act 

in a Christian way.” (Essays, UK November 2018, p.1). However, Christian 

Religious Education in this discourse refers to its specimen carried out 

through the formal school system. Okoro (1989:66) maintained that “In our 

search for an effective method in religious education, African Traditional 

Pedagogy must be considered. Story sayings and proverbs sum up the 

accumulated wisdom of a people. They are pictorial expressions of man’s 

wisdom”. Story telling technique and wise sayings such as proverbs and 

parables are methods that have been proven to be effective in African 

traditional pedagogy and have been the easiest means of teaching moral 

lessons in African traditional settings. The orality that characterizes this 

method can be overcome by transmitting these oral sources into written 

records for effective teaching and learning of African Moral Values. 

 

African Moral Values 

African moral values refer to the sets of beliefs and principles, norms and 

customs that depict and direct the sense of right or wrong, good or bad 

human act in African traditional society. In other words, African moral 

values depict African Ethics which “is used to refer to both the moral beliefs 

and presuppositions of the sub-Saharan African people and the 

philosophical clarification and interpretation of those beliefs and 

presuppositions”. He continued that, “Many writers have made the 

observation that despite the indisputable cultural diversity that arises from 

Africa’s ethnic pluralism, there are underlying affinities in many areas of 

the African life; this is surely true in the African religious and moral 

outlook” (Kwame, Gyekye 2011:1). African moral values simply mean 
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African Morality or African Moral Awareness. The African moral values 

have the characterizations of African religiosity, human welfare, societal 

approval and character-based. Therefore, they are based on the religiosity 

of the African, the Homo Africanus Religiosus, whose cosmology and daily 

affairs are permeated with the sacred sense of religion; they are 

anthropocentric as they seek to activate and sustain the totality of human 

welfare and they are also society-oriented as the traditional African society 

has them as its positive and potent customs. In this right, they are essential 

components of African culture. They are character-based because they 

define in vivid terms the practical behavioural patterns of a person. In many 

African languages, character is a synonym of morality. Hence good 

character shows good morality and bad character shows bad morality 

(Kwame, Gyekye 2011:2). African moral values include sacredness of 

human life, hospitality and care for the aged, patriotism and community 

spirit, honesty and sense of industry, sanctity of sex and of marriage, sense 

of religion and fear of God, social justice and love of neighbor, respect for 

authority and the elders, among others. African morality reflects the 

peculiar African experience on good or bad character but does not become 

an exclusivity of the African people. In other words, the African moral 

awareness could be found to be real, relevant and revered in other societies 

across the globe. This explains that morality is a shared value in more senses 

than one as a common good wish and responsibility of sane humanity. 

 

Curriculum 

Etymologically speaking, the concept “curriculum” is derived from the 

Latin word currus which means “a race course” or “a race track”. Currus 

was the name for “a run way or a course which competitors covered in 

order to win a prize or honour”. She went further to write that, “Based on 

this, Curriculum can be defined as subject and subject matter to be taught 

by teachers and learned by students in order to achieve an attainable goal. 

It can be regarded as the subject matter to be taught to the learners. It 

contains everything a learner is expected to know for a course of study” 
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(Ojobor, 2008:44). Onah (2011:1) agrees with original Latin derivative and 

meaning of curriculum as “a course covered in a race competition in 

athletics”; he however added that “From the nineteenth century, it became 

figuratively applied to education to mean the standardized ground covered 

by students in their race to the finishing line”. “Finishing line” in here 

means the end of an academic course or programme of study with the belief 

that the educational goal has been attained, new experiences have been 

acquired, behavior has been modified and epistemological awareness 

improved upon by construction or re-construction. Earlier scholars have 

defined curriculum thus: According to Tanner (1980) Curriculum is “the 

planned and guided learning experiences and intended outcomes, 

formulated through the systematic reconstruction of knowledge and 

experiences under the auspices of the school, for the learners’ continuous 

and willful growth in personal social competence”. For Grundy, 1987, 

curriculum is “a programme of activities (by teachers and pupils) defined 

so that pupils will attain so far as possible certain educational and other 

schooling objectives” (https://hibahnaaz.wordpress.com>tag>t... 2010 p.1). The 

advocacy of this paper is the inclusion of African Moral Values as a 

necessary component of curriculum in the Nigerian schools with obvious 

objective to improving the morality status of the present generation who 

are battling with moral crises. 

 

The Nigerian Situation 

Christian Religious Education is enjoying high premium in Christian 

circles. The partial return of schools which otherwise were usurped from 

the voluntary agencies by the state has given a robust appreciative value to 

the Church partnership and participation in school affairs. The growths of 

dioceses and parishes, Catholic schools, for an example, have been 

established to meet the formative and educative needs of pupils and 

students. Other Christian denominations have built schools also for same 

purpose. Another boost to Christian partnership in education industry and 

their credible certifications come from the challenges that are found to exist 
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in public schools. Public schools refer to the schools established and run by 

the state, that is, by the civil government. Private schools are those owned 

and run by private individuals or organizations. And from the private 

school taxonomy, one can also make a differentiation between the ones 

established, owned and run by private individuals and secular 

organizations on one hand and mission schools on the other. Mission 

schools are those established, owned and run by the Church or Christian 

religious societies or Christian faith-based organizations.  These mission 

schools are founded for missionary purposes. School apostolate was a 

veritable tool in the hands of the expatriate missionaries who brought us 

the gospel and this legacy has been sustained till now by the indigenous 

missionaries, clergy and lay. 

 

The Holy Mother Church got her mandate for education, catechesis, 

formation and evangelical information regime and administration from her 

founder, Jesus Christ when he said “teach all the nations, proclaim the 

gospel to all creatures” (Matthew 28:19-20, Mark 16:15). So, teaching is part 

of the Church’s missionary work and this informs the reason why the 

Church has the title “teacher”. She is also “mother” in another theological 

sense of spiritual generation through baptism. Hence, those who accept the 

teachings are baptized, born again into the ecclesial family of Christ John 3: 

3-5, Luke 8:19-21). The Council Fathers teach in the Vatican 11 Gravissimum 

Educationis, (1965, 4-5) that, “The Church as a mother is under an obligation, 

therefore, to provide for its children an education by virtue of which their 

whole lives may be inspired by the spirit of Christ. Among the various 

organs of education the school is of outstanding importance. In nurturing 

the intellectual faculties which is its special mission, it develops a capacity 

for sound judgement and introduces the pupils to the cultural heritage 

bequeathed to them by former generations”. One of those cultural heritages 

left behind for the African child by his or her preceding generations is the 

African Moral Values. On the importance of religion in education, “The 

Church maintains that since education is a means of perfecting the 
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individual for life, perfecting society and leading the individual to God, 

religion should be the core and center of the education of the child” 

(Obemeata 2002: 2). 

 

The Catholic schools in Nigeria have a unique identity. This identity does 

not come easy in the midst of value-collapse which is found in abundance 

in the Nigerian society of today. This identity is found right from its sign 

posts that reflect the papal flag, the school uniform design that promotes 

decent dressing which many youths and adults have thrown to the winds. 

The work ethics lived out by the staff adds potency to this differential 

identity. The exemplary lives of presence as against truancy, punctuality as 

against lateness to work, commitment to dutiful service as against 

mercenary, to mention but these, are some of the moral positive actions 

which these tutorial and non-tutorial members of staff show which are 

quite rare to find in many public sectors in the country.  

 

One can also see this identity in the sanitation status of the school 

environment or premises. In the decorum of the teaching and learning geo-

spaces of mission schools, excellent results have been recorded over time. 

Most often external examinations such as West African School Examination 

across the sub-region, National Examinations within the country at large 

are ceased for the ugly reasons of many faces of examination malpractice. 

This scourge does not tarnish the image and identity of mission schools 

because one of their fundamental virtues is zero-tolerance for social vices 

such as examination malpractices, other irregularities and unethical 

behavior.  

 

Catholic schools which include seminaries, nursery, crèche, kindergarten, 

primary and secondary schools, skill acquisition centers and 

entrepreneurship study centers, Polytechnics, Tertiary Colleges and 

Universities have contributed to moral orientations of the Nigerian peoples 

in good measures. Indeed, Christian schools have the fundamentals of 
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morality activations and actualizations through the education system. 

However, Christian Religious Education is not an exclusivity of mission 

schools. There is an understandable need to permeate every school 

necessarily with the values of Christian religious education where even a 

single Christian is studying because one soul is too many a precious soul 

for Christ. In this light too, public schools, even though they are owned by 

the state cannot be thrown into the aridity of Christian culture. They may 

have secular characteristic but they must not be secularized to the 

unfortunate extent that they are bereft of Christian religious symbols, 

spirituality and morality. In this wake, there ought to be a revision of the 

school curriculum to include African Moral Values. These values include 

sense of community life and good neighbourliness, hospitality and care for 

the aged, deep philosophical thoughts with religious significance through 

proverbs, folk stories and didactic African experience, sacredness of human 

life, the respect and dignity of the human person, sense of religion, values 

of industry and contentment, love and peace, and so on (Onwubiko, 

1991:13-31 and Ushe, 2011:5-10). These have to be integrated into the 

curriculum with urgency and given the concerns of permanent validity in 

the school curriculum in order to achieve the desired goal which is the 

restoration of the moral image of the Nigeria and its peoples. 

 

Challenges of Christian Religious Education in Nigeria 

The Nigerian society in itself raises questions against Christian values by 

its aggressive pursuant of contradictions of Christian culture. The incessant 

collapse of moral values in the society at large has negative influences on 

the Nigerian child. All Nigerians at home share the same societal milieu; so 

Christians do not have separate communities where they dwell. Both 

Christians and non-Christians enjoy the same buses and other means of 

transport in the commercial sphere, public squares of entertainment, sports 

and social interactive fora, market places, hospitals, parliaments and 

parastatals, state ministries and farms, security outfits and the spatial 

continuum of neighbourhood. So, Nigerian peoples come from different 
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backgrounds, visions and orientations. Therefore what is taught by way of 

Christian religious education may suffer the challenges of suffocations 

when they are not imbibed properly and could consequently be vacated 

from the naïve and nascent minds of the young and the inadequately 

informed by these surrounding contradictory forces.  

 

Due to societal influences of mediocrity against meritocracy some students 

opt for change of schools during the pre-external examination year from 

mission schools to elsewhere where there could be possible windows for 

malpractices. In some cases, family members, sponsors and friends 

encourage their migrations. The background to this immoral vice is the 

wrong philosophy of “the end justifies the means” where brilliant results 

on paper as certificates without a correlation to intelligence and knowledge 

count regrettably as better options.  Materialism instead of honest and 

transparent acquisition of wealth through hard work hold sway and many 

throng the route to the negative bias of those undergoing the lessons of 

Christian religious education. There is a common ground shared by what 

can be offered by folk lessons which are these African senses of morality 

and worthy ethical life. When these are taught at the cradle by parents in 

the family, the children would be pre-disposed to getting them faster when 

they are repeated in schools by their teachers. They will then grow with 

them into adult life.  

 

The Church authorities have to continue to speak to power in incessant 

persuasions to ensure that the Nigerian led Federal government currently 

in the hands of Muslim leaders does not implement goals and nurse 

tendencies that tend to Islamize the spirit and structures of the country’s 

school system. Nigeria has National Policy on Education that breathes on 

the supposed secularity of the Nigerian constitution. As a result of this level 

playing ground, religious freedom which includes but not limited to 

freedom of worship, choice of religious education and affiliation should be 

respected at all levels. Therefore, the legislation in favour of Arabic/Islamic 
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Studies against Christian religious studies whose columns are being shrunk 

every other year should be stopped completely according to constitutional 

provisions. It is not administratively healthy for the Federal Ministry of 

Education to be placed over time in the hands of a Muslim who sees his or 

her portfolio as an opportunity to advance the course of his or her faith and 

enlarge its coasts to the detriment of other religions. 

 

Christian religious education has the legitimacy to contribute its quota to 

the sustainable development goals of the country. During the expatriate 

missionary epoch, the colonial masters gave financial assistance to the 

mission schools through its scheme of grants-in-aide. Today, no such help 

exists anymore. The government at all levels should help ameliorate the 

financial challenges which the Church has in the provisions of quality 

education. This is because it will help bring down cost so that the children 

of the poor can access quality education and most importantly, the 

government should appreciate the fact that the children being educated in 

sound character and excellent learning in mission schools are Nigerian 

citizens and whose responsibilities they are.  Nigeria from its wealth that is 

enormous and vast can offer scholarship to every Nigerian child and see it 

done because it can afford it. The Christian schools should not be 

discouraged by the moral crises in Nigerian contemporary history but 

should rather be encouraged by these ethical challenges so that through 

their efforts Nigeria could grow out of this unwanted moral quagmire. And 

one of such routes to morality is the teaching of African moral values in 

schools as essential part of the curriculum in Christian religious education. 

 

Recommendations/Conclusion 

Education of the Christian child should be seen as a top priority in the scale 

of preference by parents and the government, the Church and the society at 

large. The Nigerian child should be educated on his or her Christian 

religion to know God and love him, to love his or her neighbor and respect 

the inalienable human rights. Added to this are patriotism and service to 
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the country. It is a lopsided formation to educate the child on worldly 

affairs without proper critique of values and rational balances through 

Christian religious education and those African morality indices that would 

help towards the unfolding and constructions of character, competencies 

and capabilities. In order to have citizens who are to be integrally formed, 

morality should be given its pride of place in the school curriculum. Moral 

instructions should not be compromised any longer in schools and African 

Moral Values should constitute major components of this new curriculum 

for Nigerian schools.  
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