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Abstract 

Communication is a fundamental component of human existence, 

through it, man is able to co-exist with his fellow man and live 

effectively in his environment. Communication as a process began 

with the interaction between two people and evolved over time 

through technological advancement into conversations between one 

person and a large number of people. The new media (the internet) 

is an outcome of further technological advancement in a bid to 

expand man`s frontiers and range of communication. Terrorism on 

the other hand is a phenomenon that has been bedevilling the human 

race, with different terrorist organizations springing up and 

causing mayhem all in a bid to further their evil agendas. Across the 

world there exist so many terrorist groups such as Al-Qaida, Isis, 

Al Shabaab, and Boko Haram to mention a few. This works seeks to 

mailto:charlesosaemokpae@gmail.com
mailto:Krisodey@yahoo.com


Icheke Journal of the Faculty of Humanities                                                                               www.ichekejournal.com 
 

Regulations of New Media Platforms: A Remedy for Combating Terrorism   370 

examine the use of the new media platforms, as it is observed that 

the internet serves a dual purpose, this meaning the internet can be 

used either positively or negatively depending on the motive of the 

user. From this discussion analysis of some past events on the 

internet would be undertaken with the aim of pointing out the need 

of regulations of content upload or download on the new media 

platforms as a solution for combating terrorism.                

 

Key Words: Communication, Traditional Media, New media, Terrorism, 

Regulations.   

 

Communication is an important aspect of human existence, in fact it can be 

said to be an integral constituent for humans to live effectively amongst 

themselves and in their environment. It is borne out of man’s need for 

interaction and to effectively function in his environment. Through 

communication man is able to coexist with his fellow man and through 

coexistence go into collaborations to solve problems and come up with 

solutions and ideas for development. Communication in its simplest form 

involves interaction between two entities and for it to be said to have taken 

place there has to be feedback from the starting point of the process. I.e. 

communication involves a sender (one entity) with the desire to pass across 

a message, a medium for which he/she has chosen to pass the message 

across and a receiver (another entity) for whom the message is intended 

and like earlier hinted the process is said to be complete when the receiver 

has gotten message and sent a reply. The process of communication covers 

all aspects of human interactions as it could take place through verbal 

means, (verbal communication), and non –verbal means such as body 

gestures, facial expressions, symbols and so on. Its importance to human 

existence cannot be over-emphasized as it can be experienced at every 

single second of human interactions.  Leavrouw (2009) lends an explanation 

to the concept of communication and it’s all encompassing nature of 

assisting human interactions as he opines thus: 
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…as the process of sharing ideas, information, and messages 

with others in a particular time and place. It is writing and 

talking, as well as non-verbal communication (such as facial 

expressions body language and gestures, visual 

communication (the use of images, such as painting, 

photography, video, or film) and electronic communication 

(telephone calls, electronic mail, cable television, or satellite 

broadcasts). It is a vital part of personal life and is also 

important in business, education and other situations where 

people encounter each other (Leavrouw, 2009, Encarta 

Encyclopaedia). 

 

Asemah (2009) points out the importance of communication to man as he 

explains the necessity of understanding between the two entities who wish 

to partake in the process of communication. He puts forward thus;  

Communication is the process of sharing information, ideas 

and attitudes. To share means to give or receive a part of 

something or to assume something in common. It means the 

sender and the receiver is actively working together for 

common understanding. More so, communication is a 

process, it entails action, reaction and interaction. Action is 

the step taken by someone to share ideas with another person; 

reaction is the response to the receiver (as cited in Asemah et 

al 2016, pg. 1)  

  

Furthermore, due to man’s inherent need to expand his frontiers and 

relations beyond his domain, employing technology mass media came into 

being. Mass media on the other hand is a process of communication 

involving one entity (a sender) and a large number of receivers. In history 

is said to have developed from different forms, that is: newspapers (during 

the era creation of the printing press machines), radio from the discovery of 
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electromagnetic waves and Television a further advancement from the 

radio technology. These three forms of mass media are referred to as the 

traditional forms of mass communication due to the time of existence. 

Presently the form of media, termed the “new media” came into being 

through further scientific advancement which led to the creation of the 

internet technology. The internet; a medium though originally created for 

war purposes, and later for educational purposes has become a colossal 

amongst all in the world of mass communication. Because of its flexibility 

of use and ability to reach frontiers across the world, the internet as we 

know is a relatively new mass medium when compared to its predecessors, 

but its existence has brought a considerable change to mass communication 

and the information dissemination. To say it has revolutionized mass 

communication would be an understatement. As not only did its existence 

change the process of mass communication, it has expanded the reach of 

communication establishments due to massive coverage area thus the 

world is a “global village” because of the internet. Barry et al comments on 

the existence of the internet thus: 

The internet has revolutionized the computer and 

communication world like nothing before. The telegraph, 

telephone, radio, and computer have all set the stage for the 

internet’s unprecedented capabilities. The internet is at once 

a worldwide broadcasting capability, mechanism for 

information dissemination and medium for collaboration and 

interactions between individuals and their computers 

without regard for geographical locations.  (Barry et al, 1997, 

pg. 102) 

 

The internet is the future of communication because of its flexibility, 

universality and almost boundless reach which goes across all divides of 

the world. As result of this, the other types of mass media companies 

(traditional mass media, i.e. newspapers, radio and television) are buying 

into the internet. For example; newspapers, radio and television companies 
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are all making use of the internet medium to market their products and 

advertise their business to the world. The internet has become a colossal 

entity because its technology can and has absorbed the other forms of 

communication. Examples of forms of the other technology that can be 

observed on the internet are the following: internet radio, internet 

television, internet phone calls (that are now being attached to messaging 

apps such as whatsapp), internet movies, podcast etc.  

Terrorism as a phenomenon that has been identified as causing untold 

number of deaths in different regions in the world, some by bombings, 

others by shooting attacks and actual decapitation of innocent victims by 

groups of person with plans to coerce governments to accept their 

malicious agendas. Although the presence of this phenomenon is visible in 

the world, in the cause of research it is discovered that there is no generally 

acceptable definition that best captures the phenomenon called terrorism in 

relation to the government of the nation in which it is causing havoc and 

this is due to the different various legal system practiced in the different 

geographical regions, but there exit dictionary descriptions that we can use 

to understand what the word terrorism best suggests. The following are 

some dictionary descriptions of the word terrorism:  according to the 

Encarta dictionary is the violence or threat of violence especially bombing, 

kidnapping and assassination carried out for political reasons”, 

Further descriptions is as follows:  (terrorism) is the deliberate commission 

of an act or violence to create public fear through the suffering of the victims 

in the furtherance of political or social agenda, or a form of psychological 

manipulation through warfare to the purpose of political or religious gains, 

by means of deliberately creating a climate of fear amongst the inhabitants 

of a specific geographical region. 

The United Nations in one of its subsidiary agencies which goes by  the 

appellation; United nations Office on Drugs and Crime after deliberations 

with member nations in 2007 on what the definition of the word terrorism 

should be came what with a consensus definition and it goes thus: 
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Terrorism is an anxiety-inspiring method of repeated violent 

action, employed by (semi-) clandestine individuals, group or 

state actors, for idiosyncratic, criminal or political reasons, 

whereby – in contrast to assassination – the direct targets of 

violence are not the main targets. The immediate human 

victims of violence are generally chosen randomly (targets of 

opportunity) or selectively (representative or symbolic targets) 

from a target population, and serve as message generators. 

Threat- and violence-based communication processes between 

terrorist (organization), (imperilled) victims, and main targets 

are used to manipulate the main target (audience(s)), turning 

it into a target of terror, a target of demands, or a target of 

attention, depending on whether intimidation, coercion, or 

propaganda is primarily sought.  (UNODC 2007) 

 

This description takes care of all the facet or forms of terrorism, that is form 

commission of physical violent acts to psychological threats through 

warfare, all in a bit to further the religious or political agendas of the 

terrorist. Terrorism is an evil occurrence bedevilling nations on a global 

scale as different terrorist organizations are emerging with agendas that are 

narrow- minded, myopic and downright nonsensical. The evil of terrorism 

has claimed countless lives and the irony of the situation is that majority of 

the man power (people) employed to carry out this dastardly acts are 

illiterate, ill informed, unemployed, members of the society who due to 

their lack of formal education and financial footing can easily be recruited 

and empowered to be agents of destruction and catalyst in furtherance of a 

hidden political agenda of a faceless leader.  

To further appreciate terrorism, we would look into some terrorist groups, 

the countries they operate and some of terrorist acts they have perpetrated 

in the region, here are names of some deadly terrorist groups in the world: 

I. Abdallal Azzam Brigades (AAB) 

II. Harakat Ul-jihad-Ilslami (HUJ)  
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III. Al-Qa’ida (AQ) 

IV. Al-shabaab (AS) 

V. Islamic Jihad union (IJU) 

VI. Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) 

VII. Army of Islam (AOI) 

VIII. Gama’a al-Islamiyya (IG) 

IX. Jundallah 

X. Boko Haram (BH)  

XI.  

Although the above listed terrorist groups are deadly and are identified by 

to be the causes of attacks over the world, it is worthy to note that not all 

terrorist groups have Islamic decent or religious mandate as their agenda, 

but these listed have perpetrated some of the deadliest attacks which have 

accounted for a massive number of deaths, injuries and destruction of 

facilities. 

According to a 2017 research by the Institute for Economic and Peace (an 

international non-partisan organisation with the mandate of fostering 

peace in the world), in their report titled: The Global Index on Terrorist. 

Amongst the listed terrorist groups, there are four who stand out as the 

deadliest because of the number of casualties they leave in their wake after 

an attack. These groups are the following: 

 

❖ Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL): The terrorist 

organization that calls itself the Islamic State or Daesh, also known 

as ISIS or ISIL, is based in Iraq and Syria. The group is said to have 

originally emerged in 2014 as an offshoot of the Iraqi based al-Qa’ida 

group. Al-Qa’ida formally broke ties with ISIL because of their 

aggressive attacks against civilians and Shi’a Muslims. ISIL’s 

ambition was to govern the Levant region, which includes Iraq, 

Jordan, Lebanon and Syria. The group is be the reported to be the 

most deadly amongst the three, the over 1,132 incidents, 9132 deaths 

and 7723 injuries in locations such as Georgia, Germany, Indonesia,  
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Jordan, Lebanon, Malaysia, Iraq, Saudi Arabia, and so on recorded. 

The group is also noted to have affiliates or network in Malaysia, the 

Philippines, Niger, Nigeria and other countries in the world.  

❖ Boko Haram: is also known as Group of the People of Sunnah for 

Preaching and Jihad, and as Islamic State West Africa Province, it 

originated in northern Nigeria but has spread into neighbouring 

countries. Following the death of its leader in 2009, the group 

became increasingly violent. In 2010, the organization’s new leader 

declared jihad against the Nigerian government and the United 

States. The war between Boko Haram and Nigerian forces has killed 

more than 20,000 people and left more than 2.6 million displaced in 

the seven years since the organization began using terrorist tactics. 

Boko Haram translates as ‘Western education is forbidden’ and is 

opposed to what it perceives as the increasing influence of the West 

in Nigeria and its surroundings. In 2014, Boko Haram changed its 

affiliation from al-Qaida to ISIL. The research records show that the 

deadly terrorist group was declared the deadliest in the year 2014, 

but due to efforts by the multinational joint task force consisting of 

armed forces from Nigeria, Republic of Benin, Chad and Cameroon, 

with support from the United States caused the group significant 

defeats that brought about a decline from the 2016 statistics of 454 

attacks with 6668 deaths to 192 incidents, 1079 deaths in 2017. 

Following military defeats, Boko Haram split in August 2016, into 

three separate factions including a violent faction, one that aligns 

itself with ISIL and a third faction affiliated with Al-Qa’ida. 

❖ Taliban: The group emerged in Afghanistan in 1994 as a reactionary 

group that combined both mujahedeen that had previously fought 

against the 1979 Soviet invasion and groups of Pashtun tribesmen. 

The Taliban took control of Afghanistan in 1996. The group declared 

the country an Islamic emirate and promoted its leader to the role of 

head of state. Following the 2001 NATO invasion of Afghanistan, the 

Taliban was ousted but it has since been attempting to reclaim 
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control of its lost territory. As of April 2017, it is estimated the 

Taliban had control over 11 percent of the country and contested 

another 29 per cent of Afghanistan’s 398 districts. The Taliban are 

particularly strong in the southern provinces of Helmand, Nimroz, 

Uruzgan, Zabul and Ghazni. In 2016 the Taliban  terrorist tactics 

evolved as they gained more control over territory, they engaged in 

more traditional armed conflicts against the Afghan National Guard, 

mainly aiming for territorial gains, rather than relying on terrorist 

activity. Furthermore there was shift away from targeting the police 

towards civilians, in the past the police as a symbol of the Afghan 

government, were the main target of the Taliban and accounted for 

half of the terrorist attacks in 2015.  

❖ Al-Qa’ida was formed in 1988 by Usama bin Laden and Abdullah 

Azzam with the stated intention of removing western militaries from 

the Middle East, after the September 2001 attack of the twin building 

in the united States, the group has been the focus of an intervention 

by a coalition of governments, which has subsequently eradicated 

much of their influence and leadership. As result of this, the group 

adopted a decentralized structure using regional factions known as 

franchises. These franchises launch attacks in various countries 

around the world with the aim of provoking the Western forces to 

engage the military. The group states that this will lead to an army 

of supporters rising up to eradicate external forces from Muslim 

majority counties in the Middle East and establish a true ‘Islamic 

State’ under a particular Salafi Sharia (Islamic beliefs observing the 

Islamic canonical laws). Despite setbacks occasioned by death of a 

leader or squashing of attack groups, in 2016, al-Qa’ida and its 

affiliates undertook attacks in 13 countries, a decline from statistical 

data in 2011 of 16 countries. In 2016 it is however observed that the 

group changed its tactics from focusing on ideologically motivated 

attacks to targets that will instil fear and this is said to be a reflection 

of the fact that several of the countries in which the group operate 
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such as Yemen, Mali and Libya are in conflict so the use of more 

indiscriminate violence is deemed to generate response. For example 

the group targeted educational institutions in 17 percent of attacks 

in 2009.      

 

Terrorism, in all its manifestations, affects all in so many devastating ways, 

apart from the physical destruction that these terrorist organizations leave 

in their wake, there are so many psychological effects on the community 

where an attack has been carried out, fear, loss of siblings, parents or 

children, loss of properties, pervades such environments after such 

experiences and this creates adverse effects on the members of these 

communities. Political and economic instability follows devastations, and 

like the case of Nigeria, the “blame game” follows as the political parties 

begin to blame each other and the peak of the situation caused by terrorism, 

the parties begin to use the attacks as a “bargaining chip” of getting votes 

from the citizenry, a case in point is during the campaigning process of the 

current Nigerian administration led by the APC, the President (then 

presidential candidate) used the  stoppage of terrorist acts and the capture 

of the members of Boko Haram; who had at that time, had taken 

responsibilities for the kidnap of some girls at Chibok : a local government 

in Borno State   located in the southern part of the state.  

The media on the other hand, though as earlier mentioned, being a veritable 

medium of communication between an entity (a source) and a large 

heterogeneous audience. And with the technological advancement that 

gave birth to the new media and empowered it with the capacity to drive 

the concept of mass media to medium that enables communication from 

one entity to a vast number of heterogeneous audience beyond 

geographical borders. In addition  the function of passing information, the 

new media technologies brought about the presence of other forms such as: 

social media platforms namely; FACEBOOK, INSTAGRAM, TWITTER, 

TELEGRAM, WHATSAPP , YOUTUBE etc., which has pushed the mode of 

communication to a different level, as on these platforms communication 
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has gone beyond written words with delayed responses as it is with E-mails 

(electronic mails where you can send written document and await 

responses which may not be instant) to instant messaging as is present in 

FACEBOOK, WHATSAPP, whereby both parties can relate with each other 

through text messages, and get immediate responses   etc., furthermore  

with these platforms, communication can also be done on   “face time” a  

term used to describe communication wherein the two entities can view 

themselves as they converse through the camera of their electronic gadgets 

such as camera phones or laptops, this form is also called “video call”. 

Furthermore on these platforms people can even make phone calls through 

the plug-in attachments on these platforms that allows for calls, the 

difference in this form of phone calls is that the billing system of the calls is 

not through the standard means which is a phone company network but 

through the internet, and the parties having the conversation pay through 

data with which they log on the site to use the platforms.     

Although the internet through these platforms and websites has made it 

possible for information to be disseminated in whatever forms i.e. be it in 

written, audio or audio visual, it also has created opportunities for anybody 

to be able to create and upload/ disseminate. Due to this, the standard 

practice of in mass communication that makes certain that content 

(whatever form) goes through censorship; where the content and form are 

assessed, to ensure that they do not contradict any societal laws or 

standards and most especially upholds the laws governing the 

geographical region from which it is emanating can be bypassed thus 

emergence of the internet caused a about a paradigm shift which does not 

make room for censorship before content can be uploaded online. And this 

has opened doors for anonymous content creators/ unknown members of 

the society who for whatever reason, and possess the wherewithal that is; 

(an internet enable device, such as a phone or computer that can access the 

internet) and the desire to upload content online that can be viewed and 

downloaded without considerations for societal justifications or for the 

impropriety of the uploaded content. And all these opportunities available 
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to the average internet user, can be accessed and handled with relative 

anonymity, giving the user the needed covering to commit unwholesome 

acts without the fear of being caught or punished.  

The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime in its bid to counter the 

menace of terrorism published a report titled The Use of the Internet for 

Terrorist Purposes. In the report, to appreciate the ways the internet can be 

employed for the purpose of terrorism, the UNODC enumerates the 

following ways;     

I. Propaganda  

II. Financing 

III. Training 

IV. Planning 

V. Executions 

VI. Cyber Attacks 

 

Propaganda: the area of propaganda takes such forms as multimedia 

communications, and providing ideological or practical instructions, 

explanations, justifications, or promotion of terrorist activities. These may 

also include verbal messages, presentations, magazines, treatises, audio 

and video games developed by terrorist organisations or sympathisers. 

(with regards the use of video games ; the organisations develop games that 

puts the player in the position of the terrorist, role playing as the terrorist 

and causing mayhem, may indirectly be  sensitizing the player to having an 

affinity for destruction based on an ideal that is superficial like what some 

terrorist organisations uphold). According to the UNODC propaganda is 

not a prohibited activity in itself, and using the internet for such activities 

is not wrong because of the idea of freedom of speech and self-expression 

but what is constitutes terrorist propaganda as opposed to legitimate 

advocacy or view point is often a subjective assessment and promotion of 

violence is a common theme in theme in terrorism related propaganda. The 

broad and almost boundless reach of the internet which makes it possible 

for content reach a vast audience increases exponential the number of 
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people who would be affected by these propaganda activities by these 

organisations. Furthermore the ability to directly distribute content via the 

internet diminishes the reliance on traditional channels of communication 

such as news services, which may take steps to evaluate the credibility of 

contents of an information provided or edit or omit aspects deemed to be 

unduly provocative before broadcasting or posting. According to their 

reports (UNODC) these terrorist organisations have dedicated websites 

that they use for their activities or target virtual chat rooms, forums, online 

magazines and file sharing websites such as YOUTUBE and Rapid Share or 

special network platforms such as twitter, Facebook etc. Terrorist activities 

through propaganda was further broken down to three sub divisions 

namely: Recruitment, Incitement and Radicalization. These sub division 

helps assess other uses of propaganda by these organisations, in the area of 

recruitment with understanding of the power of the media as having the 

ability to influence the audience, social communication media theories such 

as two step flow media theory through proponents put forward the 

understanding of media information through a second hand information 

process this meaning the audience have a better grasps of some messages 

through the guidance of opinion leaders. In this situation terrorist 

organisations that pass across as religious idealist target minority sect and 

put forward propagandas that would appeal to their sentiments. And this 

could be done to either to recruits them into being into being members, 

inciting them into sympathising with their struggle in turn making them 

sleeper cells or (anonymous members) that can be activated into action or 

turned into tools of mayhem through prompting them into radicalization. 

Minors are not left as targets as these organisations are said to design 

cartoon and children stories with themes that glorify acts of terrorism and 

suicide attacks, which these minor unconsciously view or play and are 

subliminally sensitized into having affinity for terrorist ideals which could 

result in them joining or making themselves available to be used as agents 

of terrorist machinery.            
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Financing: terrorist organisations are said to raise funds for their illicit 

activities through three main channels i.e. direct solicitations, e-commerce, 

and exploitations of payment tools and through charitable organisations.  

These organisation are noted to make use of websites, chat groups, mass 

mailings and targeted communications for donations. Online payment 

facilities offered through dedicated websites or communications platforms 

make it easy for transfer of funds electronically between parties. E-

commerce channels such as wire transfer, credit card or alternate payment 

facilities such as Paypal or skype are also employed for funds transfer by 

terrorist organisations.  Aside these aforementioned medium(s) they are 

known to embark on fraudulent pursuit such as identity theft, credit card 

theft, wire fraud, intellectual property crimes and auction fraud. Profits 

from theses fraudulent activities are laundered by several means including 

transfer e-gold online payments accounts which are used to route funds 

through several countries before reaching their intended destinations. They 

also make use of charity organisations as a front to sourcing funds. Charity 

organisations such as Benevolence International foundations, Global Relief 

Foundations, Holy Land Foundation for Relief and development have been 

named as organisations which are used for terrorist financing. 

Training: according to UNDOC reports; on the internet there exist a 

growing range of platforms for the disseminating of practical guides in 

form of online manual, audio and video clips, written information and 

advice. They also provide detailed instructions often easily in accessible 

multimedia formats and in multiple languages, on topics such as: how to 

terrorist organisations, how to construct explosives, fire arms or other 

weapons or hazardous materials, how to plan and execute terrorist attacks 

etc. The platforms act as a virtual training camp among others specific 

methods, techniques, or operational knowledge for the purpose of 

committing an act of terrorism. 

Inspire; an online magazine allegedly published by Al-Qaida in the 

Arabian Peninsula with the stated objective of enabling Muslims to train for 

Jihad at home contains a large amount of ideological materials aimed at 
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encouraging terrorism including statements attributed to well-known 

terrorists such as Osama Bin Laden, Sheikh Ayman al-Zawahiri etc. 

furthermore the UNDOC reports have  it that the 2010 edition included 

practical instructional material on how to adapt a four-wheel-drive vehicle 

to carry out an attack on members of the public and how a lone individual 

could launch an indiscriminate attack by shooting a gun from a tower. The 

publication even suggested a target city for such an attack in order to 

increase the chances of killing a member of the government.  Instructional 

materials observed to be available online include tools to facilitate counter-

intelligence and hacking activities and improve security of illicit 

communications and online activities through the use of encryption tools. 

And also the interactive nature of the internet platforms help build a sense 

of community among individuals from different locations and 

backgrounds, encouraging the creation of networks for the exchange of 

instructional and tactical materials. 

Execution:  Terrorist organizations are assessed from the area of how they 

employ the internet in the furtherance of their agenda. An example is the 

use of explicit threats of violence, in relation to use of violence which may 

be disseminated to induce anxiety, fear, or panic in a population or part of 

it. Threats in these context may be the intent to use bombs, or biological, 

chemical or radioactive materials or other weapons to cause fear and 

disrupt public order. The internet is also supposed to be utilized as a 

medium for communicating with would be victims or to coordinate the 

execution of physical acts of terrorism. A case in point is the report that the 

internet was used extensively in the coordination of the participants in the 

September 11, 2001 attack of the twin towers in the United States of 

America. 

Cyber Attacks:  cyber-attacks generally refers to the deliberate exploitation 

of computer networks as a means to launch an attack,  on the proper 

functioning of systems, servers, or underlying infrastructure through the 

use of hacking, advanced persistent threat techniques, computer viruses 

malware or other means of unauthorized or malicious access. Cyber-attacks 
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may also bear the characteristics of an act of terrorism including the 

fundamental desire to instil fear in furtherance of political or social 

objectives. A case in point is the cyber-attack observed in Israel in January 

2012, which involves the targeting of multiple symbolic Israeli websites 

such as Tel Aviv Stock Exchange and the National Airline and the 

unauthorized disclosure of the credit card and account details of thousands 

of Israeli nationals.    

 

Conclusion  

The above report justifies the understanding that the internet, though a 

medium that has revolutionized the understanding of mass communication 

on a massive scale and brought about advancement into the concept of 

communication, and has also become a haven for information, education, 

entertainment and businesses regardless of geographical boundaries. But it 

is imperative to note that in spite of all these wonderful advancement and 

possibilities the internet also has given rise to decadence and impunity for 

the expression of wanton desires by members of the society. In these 

contemporary times it is has become habitual for persons to record any 

audio visual content and upload for the world to see without regards for 

morality, propriety, laws or rules and this is embarked upon because the 

persons can acquire internet enabled devices equipped with camera to 

shoot pictures or make movies. Another reason for this unchecked 

behaviour by certain members of the society is the fact that the creators of 

these contents do not need to attach their names or any serious means of 

identification to be given access to carry out their intentions, so in order 

words these persons can upload created contents anonymously thus giving 

then a shroud to carry their actions without logical considerations for 

societal laws. To worsen the situation, these contents can be accessed easily 

by any member of the society regardless of age or social status, examples of 

these uploaded contents are endless, as it is possible to go online and get 

any audio visual content on any personality or event. Some of these videos 

carry visuals of copulation between willing couples, rape scenes, minors 
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engaging in immoral behaviour, acts of violence, gory scenes of accidents, 

decapitations or execution of innocent victims by terrorist sects to mention 

a few. It is worthy to note that some of these films are of events that 

occurred in public and the personalities in the video are sometimes aware 

that these films are being shot. This situation now begs the question is 

regulations existent on the internet, during research it was observed that 

semblances of regulation online and these can be seen in situations where 

some websites would ask for the age of an internet user before given assess 

but this can easily be bypassed because all the user needs to do is type in an 

age that could be perceived to be mature enough for access to be granted. 

This development is disastrous because it is the youth demography are the 

class of people that make extensive use of the internet and it is not out of 

place to go public place like a university common room or cafeteria and see 

students with eyes glued to their phones and fingers punching endlessly so 

to speak. So it’s imperative that regulations should be put in place to control 

internet upload and download to forestall the youth demography or minors 

having access to online content that may be harmful to them or that my 

expose to be  ready victims of terrorist or people with malicious intent. It is 

also advised that parents and guardians should be part of this regulation 

process by making sure their children or ward are given proper attention 

especially at their teenage age where personalities are beginning to develop 

and are vulnerable to peer pressure and other societal vices to forestall the 

loss of the our  future generation. 
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