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Abstract 
Criminality in Nigerian society has been a matter of concern to the generality of 

Nigerian populace. One may wonder how Nigerian society has reached the crime 

level she finds herself. This imposes challenges to the well being of every Nigerian 

because Nigerians outside the shores of this nation are synonymous with 

corruption and the idea is that Nigerian people everywhere are prone to crime. 

This is the reason this work is timely to ascertain in reality crimes identified with 

the churches which by formation, theology and concepts should have immunity 

against crime. The researcher adopted secondary sources of research methodology 

to ascertain through media what has transpired in Nigeria within ten years in the 

churches and their pastors over an alleged criminality going on in Nigeria. The 

findings include and not limited to the pastors and church leaders’ involvement 

in crime and Members foolishly adopting them as God in Human flesh which 

leads to the abuse. Therefore, recommends that the general public should be 

sensitive to the pranks of those wolves in the sheep’s clothing that devour the 

vulnerable in the society or end -Pastors protest should serve as deterrent lesson 

to Nigerian pastors. 
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1. Introduction 

Nigeria by nature is seen as a land flowing with milk and honey with every endowment 

from God. These natural resources as it were became attractive to the foreigners who came 

with religion to bring light to the black nations. The church they introduced in its cradle 

was an avenue for development, spirituality, house for God’s people where Holiness, 

righteousness and social morality were promoted. The teachings of the church brought 

transformation to Nigerian villages and their citizenry. It became a surprise how Nigerian 

Churches migrated from Holy and righteous organism to effigy of criminality. The records 

show that Nigerian churches are synonymous to crime. It is a serious concern how the 
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church is identified with crime and the pastors commit crime with reckless abandon. The 

Guardian Newspaper of Thursday September 13, 2018 reported that the Acting Vice 

Chancellor of Elizade University, Ondo State, Prof. Oyeyemi Fadayomi lamented that the 

police strategy in combating crime is failing. He said that the country is at crossroads in 

the area of security. In the same vein, the Sun Newspaper of Tuesday Augste14th, 2018 

displayed where Oyo State Police command arrested 27 year old man, Sodiq Rasheed, in 

possession of three human skulls along ijebu-ode/IdiAyunre road in Ibadan. The man 

confessed that he wanted to use the skulls for Money rituals adding that he was asked to 

bring the skulls by Islamic cleric, Alfa Haddi. It is noted here that it is not only Christian 

Churches are involved in crime but Islamic sects and other religious bodies of the world. 

But suffice it to say that in Nigeria, especially, in the Christian dominated environment 

that the level of criminal cases registered by different media against whatever that is 

related to Church or Christian ministries is alarming. This is why it is expedient to analyze 

few incidents of such phenomenon. 

 

The word church in the Bible comes from the Greek word ecclesia, which means a called 

out company or assembly. Wherever it is used in the Bible it refers to people, the children 

of Israel (Acts 7:38), and the body of Christ (Ephesians 1:22; Ephesians 5:25, 32). 

 

We see the word church used in three different ways: First, as the body of Christ, the 

church is often defined as a local assembly or group of believers (1 Corinthians 1:2; 2 

Corinthians 1:1; Galatians 1:1-2). Second, it is defined as the body of individual living 

believers (1 Corinthians 15:9; Galatians 1:13). Finally, it is defined as the universal group 

of all people who have trusted Christ through the ages (Matthew 16:18; Ephesians 5:23-27). 

Going by the biblical and theological concepts of the Church, one wonders what on earth 

can lead the church to be identified with crime. Christ in his earthly ministry preached 

against crime. He even chased away from the temple those who turned church services as 

an avenue for personal gain (Matt. 21:12-16, Isaiah 56:7). If the church is the body of Christ 

what are the factors that made the body to be different from the head? Is the church 

bleaching as for the cause of the change of complexion or colour as the case may be? To 

buttress this there is diversity of crimes associated with the Church. 

 

The crime of sexual immorality has eaten up the fabrics of the church which was the 

trading headlines in some of our national newspapers. The Saturday Sun of 18th, August 

2018 recorded a crime investigated by Linus Oota at Lafia where a mother (Janet Agbazu) 

and her two teenage twin daughters (Rose and Mercy) were pregnant for one man, Mr. 

Pius Salihu.  
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The rate of cultism in the Nigerian society is of great alarm. A case study of Saturday Sun 

Newspaper of 28th July, 2018 as narrated by Chioma Igbokwe and Gilbert Ezekiel on how 

the Lagos State Blood thirsty cultists Defy police. In their analysis these blood thirsty cultist 

terrified entire Ajeromi Ifelodun Local government council development Area with 

cutlasses, arms and other dangerous weapons, killing four and injured five other persons. 

The same source recorded information from Ngozi Uwujare about Yeghe community of 

Khana L.G.A of Rivers State where police was said to have found answers the spate of cult 

related killings that had rocked Rivers state with the arrest of Godwin Wali, 31 and 

Augustine Suamo, 28. These men confessed their involvements in the killings and the 

wiping away of families in Yeghe and other communities. Suamo said:  

 

“We have wiped out 20 different families in Yeghe community. We initiated also 

25 members at the same time; and those who are females, we raped them.”  He 

said that they were contracted to kill one Mr Barikwi Nwobwe who had a land 

tussle with another person in Yeghe community and they wiped out his family 

completely. 

 

Similarly, Odita Sunday reported in the Guardian Newspaper of Thursday, 9th August 

2018 the arrest of two fraudsters who were producing fake US Dollars and these suspects 

Mr. George Osagi, 51 and Mr. Makinde Kudus 28, accepted using the fake currencies for 

fraudulent activities. Babatunde a dismissed police officer showcased in Saturday Sun 

Newspaper of 4th August 2018 page 4 was also arrested for crime. 

 

The greatest worry over this situation is the church which is a moral agent been identified 

with crime because most of those committing crimes are members of one church 

denomination or another . World over, there is this ongoing rumours of how criminality 

has come into the church with the spirit of capitalism and greed. Can it be said that the 

Church has missed shaping and re-shaping the society, directing her on the right way of 

moral economy? What more can lead to this trend of criminality that grips the church and 

how did it come about? This study is tending investigating the rate criminality has been 

identified with Nigerian churches and proffer suggestions that maybe useful in curbing 

this menace for the transformation of the civil and social, educational, economical, political 

and industrial sectors of the society. 

 

Key Words:   Trend according to Oxford Advanced Learner’s English Dictionary is defined 

as” A general direction in which a situation is changing or developing”. The same source 

defines criminality as “The fact of people being involved in crime or criminal acts etc.”  

Crime is the activities that involve breaking the laws and criminal is being connected with 
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or involving in crime”. The rate Nigerian churches, the laity and clergy are involving in 

committing crime is the concern of this work. 

 

Almost all Dailies and magazines are filled with the stories involving one pastor or men of 

God involved in one misdemeanor or another, ranging from drug trafficking, duping 

people through the use of charms and other devilish things. 

 

2.1 The Church as Agent of Morality: It is not in any way an over statement to say that 

from the world go, the church is a moral agent, the conscience of the society and remoulder 

of social norms and values. Men and Women of God are believed to have miraculous 

powers to exorcise demons and witchcrafts, heal all manner of illnesses and possess the 

innate ability to unlock the floodgates of heavenly blessings on anyone he prays for, or lay 

hands. Such men’s utterances on the pulpit are adhered to and are taken to be the voice 

and massages from the Supreme Being. These men of God are revered as epitomes of piety, 

purity and morality. However, for what seems as men and women of God are infallible, 

many haven involved in scandals of all sorts, from those involved in murder, rape, 

promiscuity, homosexuality, polygamy, there is growing indications that some of them 

have veered off to the weird-world of make-belief and voodoo and magic. Countless 

sacrileges, incidents and the bizarre lifestyles of these men of God have been reported on 

daily bases on various media 

 

2. 2 Moral Value of Servitude: The episode in Luke22:20-27 teaches us who is greater. The 

society standard is that the one who serves is not greater than the one he serves, while the 

New Testament standard is that the one who serves is greater. It was a puzzle for the 

disciples to understand how their master Jesus would be in their midst as one who serves- 

v.27. A diakonos is a Greek word taken from the Greek verb diakoneo which is sometimes 

translated “service” which in the New Testament it is also translated “ministry”.  Christian 

officials are described as “servants” or “ministers”. This is because Jesus commanded His 

followers (Christians) to do the same Lk.22:25, John 13:13-16. Within the Church (the 

ecclesia) different people are given different services or ministries to perform, to build itself 

up and thus grow (Eph.4:16).  

 

God’s plan ultimately is to “bring all creation together, everything in heaven and on earth, 

with Christ as head, Eph.1:10, 23. We need a close study of Eph.3:9, 10 in order to 

understand ministries in the context of the church’s mission. God gives gifts to the church 

and appointed different ministries therein in order to build up the body of Christ Eph. 4:14. 

Therefore, within the total ministry of the church, there are special ministries that can 

although change with time because of need. The list we have (of ministries) in the Epistle 
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to the Ephesians and other pastoral letters is not exhaustive Rom. 12:4-6; 1 Corth13:4-11. 

There is at least other list of recognized ministries in the New Testament.  

 

In considering list of ministries, we should note that the ministry of “an apostle” is a special 

ministry; that of “prophecy” is another, that of “evangelist” is still another. The ministry 

of “Pastors and Teachers” which is probably the ministry with us today like all others is a 

servant ministry in the service of God. God called it into existence for the sake of His 

church- to prepare all God’s people for the work of Christian service, which is to build up 

the body of Christ 

 

2.3 The Goal of the Church: The goal of the church’s ministry is inclusive than the church 

itself, because it concerns the whole creation. The church actually is not called in her 

ministry to build itself up at the expense of the world, but rather for the sake of the world. 

Ugwa James K (2018.11) said that: 

 

It is the goal of the church to bring people to the knowledge that whatever that had 

bound them before no longer have power over them to bind them again because in 

Christ they have been set free to love and live in Christ. It is the aim of the church 

to bring people to realize that they have been freed for life in Christ Jesus, who 

should now live as free and mature people in partnership with God. The church 

struggles to bring people to know that their being baptized in Christ, they will 

learn to say ”yes” to all that God loves and holds for them in Christ Jesus and 

“No” to all that Satan holds in stock for them. Thus they should demonstrate their 

decision to live henceforth as free and mature people in the service of God and in 

the fellowship of his people. 

 

2.4 Pastoral Care 

One of the main functions of the pastor is the care of the souls of his members. By care we 

mean the help or aid given to the soul or spirit. Ugwa James K (2018.11) said that the church 

is called upon to intensify this aspect of the ministry at a critical time we are now. The 

needs are urgently felt now than ever. The church needs to recognize the importance and 

value of the souls; this is what she can do to retain her own importance in a world so 

fraught with materialistic tendency. 

 

Science and technology seem to offer people some sort of comfort and relaxation. But they 

are half measures and the soul still hungers for spiritual consolation. One prominent 

tendency of our time is the search by our youths for spiritual empowerment and for the 

victory of the soul. This is why religious movements are on the increase. There is 
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apparently spiritual distress boldly written on the faces of the people- whether in the 

commerce, industry, politics or economics, arts or production, employer or the employee 

etc. To assuage the spiritual thirst, the affluent in the society takes to secret cult, the youth 

take to fellowship or what they call “ministry” and the women take to liberation or prayer 

houses. Whatever forms the movement takes the ultimate is the empowerment of the soul. 

This is what the church is called upon to do and the church functionaries have the sole 

responsibilities to achieve this. Because of these findings above and people yarning for 

both spiritual and physical empowerment through the power of God which seems to be 

the last resort for humanity, criminality is perpetrated in the church and Church as it were 

becomes a hiding place for criminals who use church as a common ground to commit 

crimes of all kinds. 

 

We are in the midst of great dichotomy, excessive affluence and abject poverty. In each 

group, people need spiritual care. In the present crises of our own time occasioned by 

political upheaval, threats of Boko Haram, and terrorism of Fulani Herdsmen and 

economic crunch some pastors and churches are also involved in worst evils. Although 

religious movements are on the increase, I wish to predict that true religion is losing 

ground. Ugwa James K (2018.13) pointed out that: 

 

This is because many religious groups have not addressed themselves to what is 

the meaning of life and the purpose for existence. Many are today without hope 

because life has disenchanted them, in the bitter pessimism they doubt the 

meaning of their existence and the value of their lives. Consequently there is an 

alarming increase of mental breakdown, weariness and pathetic feeling of 

loneliness. Indeed our time is a time of crisis. The church is challenged the more. 

Our status of life induces people to look for spiritual care. The tradition fortune 

teller is no more there or there are not many of them, the movement is from one 

“spiritual” church to another.  Some pastors and their churches use this 

advantage to display criminal activities against the ignorant and innocent 

members who come to worship God and satisfy their spiritual hunger. If only there 

were someone who could show these worshiping members love, from whom they 

could get consolation, relieve from the oppressive uncertainties, there would be 

hope. Unfortunately it is on the contrary; the church has become a place of 

kidnapping, murder, ritual killings, extortion, cheating and other vices. 

 

The criminal tendencies in Nigerian Churches against the worshippers and those who 

come to God for solution to their problems are very alarming. The most unfortunate of it 

all was how people who come seeking for solution to their problems become victims of 
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sacrifices themselves. Stories abound how many went home devastated from the so called 

pastors who took advantage of their conditions to defraud them. Against this scenario is 

the hub of this work to address this incident and evils perpetrated in Nigerian Churches 

before it turned to end- pastors’ protest which may be the next option the common man 

may have to curb this menace.   

 

3.1 Seduction and Deviation of the Nigerian Churches 

Gbile Akanni in Gary Maxey and Peter Ozodo (2017.7) said that “seduction and deviation 

crept into Nigerian’s Churches since1978 and has come to sweep away our values and has 

polluted our stream,” which was introduced through free books and tapes imported from 

America. From then the design of Ministries change to personally owned works and the 

method of fund raising changed with superficial and outrageous seed of faith theories. 

Gbile said that it is a poison to Nigerian churches and society.  He said that: 

 

I had great conflicts in reconciling what I read in the word of God, the 

pattern I see in Christ and the holy examples of the apostles with the 

practices of several leaders and preachers.  

 

Gary Maxey (2017.15) said that Nigerian churches have lost its cutting edge due to 

doctrinal errors in the camp of those pushing the church forward and the church has lost 

sight of the purpose for its existence. In the same volume Gary said that the problems of 

Nigerian church include quantity without quality; that top Nigerian church leaders are 

normally held in deep respect and awe by their followers. These leaders are given the kind 

of loyalty that was known in North American churches about one hundred and fifty years 

ago and research recently has shown that church leaders in Nigeria such as those who lead 

the large churches have globally unique advantages of being part of a high power distance 

society. Like morocco which is another country in the whole world where religious leaders 

are accorded with much respect as they receive in Nigeria. The result is these leaders have 

the capacity to move their followers towards united action along whatever lines they 

choose. In many cases ordinary wishes of these leaders become instantly commands to be 

obeyed. Nigerian church leaders have the capacity to influence the masses than any other 

leaders within the society. 

 

The above observation of Gary is an offshoot of Pentecostalism and its influence in the 

Nigerian churches and society which in the later days of Nigeria may be a serious thing to 

charge a national church with potentially fatal flaws which means that the church is 

pursuing trajectories that do not bode well for her future. 
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3.2 The Aberrations of the Churches Include: 

1.  Lack of sound teaching of the word and purpose of God in the church, resulting 

to poor understanding of Christian theology 

2.  Enthronement of man (self-serving gospel) that is having “the God man uses 

mentality, instead of the man God uses” 

3.  Lack of true Christian values with the concomitant neglect of holiness. 

4.  Merchandising the gospel of Christ Jesus 

5.  Drive or quest for power and success through occultism, Spiritism and 

metaphysics. 

6.  Personalization of the Christian ministry 

7.  Lack of ministerial integrity and leadership cohesion 

 

4.1Criminality Associated to the Church: It is an irony to associate the church with crime 

because church is a place of righteousness and sound Christian life style. It is a serious 

matter in sociological environment to identify church with crime. However, it is expedient 

to evaluate the level crime has gripped the church, especially in the modern time based on 

every day news on crimes associated with Nigerian Churches. . 

 

4.2 Sexual Abuse, Rape and Murder 

As said earlier that the crime of sexual immorality has eaten up the fabrics of the church 

which was the treading headlines in some of our national newspapers. Ugwa James Kalu 

(IJFH 2020.125) cited The Guardian Newspaper of Thursday February 1, 2018 .13 of an 

incident of pastor “Bro”. Solomon in-charge of prayer ministry who raped a seven-year 

old girl in Awka south L.G.A of Anambra State. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Ugwa said that It is this kind of attitude display by some men of God that made Prophet 

Abiara in Sunday sun newspaper of 27 January 2018.34 to say that it is the fake men of God 

that are causing havoc in Nigeria. Similarly, though pitiable the justifiable of Saturday Sun 

of November 18th 2017.4-5 on the subject matter of Vivian Onyebukwa and Ngozi Okafor 

about “Randy priests caught in the act.” This narrative discussed how catholic priests 

pester female acquaintances and parishioners for sex. They told the story of how a priest 

sexually harassed a female school leaver- a family friend who visited him and how the 

catholic priest was requesting friendship from his sister’s friend. There was also a case of 

a young final year student of Abia State University who said that a Roman Catholic priest 

from Imo State has been pestering her for sex over four years. Many stories abound where 

Catholic priests involve themselves in sexual relationships which negate their calling. They 

recorded where a female friend told his Catholic Priest friend, “I have kept sleeping with 

you on your request and I think I want to have a rethink of that decision”. With what I 
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have seen, with many priests using cars with tinted glasses with which they carry their 

girlfriends and women lovers so that no one gets to seeing them, I fear for the church. 

There is no need living in hypocrisy. Against this backdrop that one Mary a student 

advised Pope to heed the advice of the German priests. She believes that:  

 

 If such provision as optional celibacy is made, many priests and reverend sisters 

who are honest with themselves and their feelings would choose to opt out, instead 

of engaging in secret sexual affairs that may bring into disrepute if they 

eventually are discovered and exposed.  

 

The level of sexual activities has resulted to abortion, Strangling of their victims who 

threaten to expose them, rituals and other questionable characters. Imagine where a Pastor 

-Ugoli -was arrested by the Police at satellite town Lagos for taking teenagers’ sperm on 

several occasions for rituals and warned the victims not to tell anybody Sunday Sun 19/4/. 

Nigerian Tribune of Sunday 29th November 1996 also reported of a pastor who raped a 

17year old girl in Ibadan. The pastor invited and at his Alafin street home in Ibadan and 

he gave her soft drink which made her fall asleep and before she could wake the pastor 

had raped deflowered her. 

 

Nigerian online news reported of an America-based Nigerian Roman Catholic randy priest 

Vincent Inametti who was sentenced to four years imprisonment for having sex with 

inmates while he was a chaplain at a women prison. Similarly, another randy priest of the 

Roman Catholic institute of Africa (CIWA) Port Harcourt, Rivers State, and Reverend 

Father Ogunbara Camillus had on May 13th, 2005, allegedly raped a 12 year old girl.  

 

The Pentecostals are the most affected in this dirty ordeal. Pastor Henry O. Evotokhai of 

the Miracle Deliverance Church International, Era-Abule, of Iyana Era, Lagos Badagry 

Expressway fled after allegedly raping an eleven (11) year old girl miss Covenant Udoh to 

death. The girl was brought to the pastor for deliverance and the pastor took advantage of 

the poor girl. In a related case, the general overseer of the world evangelical ministry, 

Pastor James Monayen was arrested on September 2nd 2017 by police for raping 13 year 

old girl who went to the church for fasting and crusade at Dopemu, Lagos. (pm news, 

online nigeria.com2018.21/10/1018.3.4pm.5). The incessant rape cases and sexual abuse has 

turned to a criminal case against those that are involved in it. The nexus of this work is to 

showcase how cases that is not criminal can be criminal due to the act of the actor and the 

latent functions and dysfunction it sociological has on the victims. However, some rape 

cases discussed here led to death and others left indelible stigma in the lives of the victims. 

Many children have been eliminated through abortion; many innocent teenagers have 
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been violated and strangled in an attempt to have them. The negative effect of this sexual 

abuse that crept into churches should be seriously discouraged.  

 

4.3 Holy Stealing: The cases of stealing involving some clergy and church leaders and 

members are over alarming. It is thought provoking the level theft is being identified with 

the churches especially in Nigeria. Pastors take the advantage of every situation to defraud 

people. Ugwa in Icheke (2020. 125) told of Imam Morufu of a mosque in Ibadan Who 

defrauded on Miss Angela (Saturday sun Newspaper of 4th August 2018) The Imam said: 

 

 I am the Imam in-charge of a mosque in Ibadan and a small shrine in Sango. By 

the grace of God, a lot of people used to consult me whenever they have issues. I 

would recommend herbs to them and also pray for them but major challenge was 

that people will not give you money except you instill fear in them. 

  

The theory of Thomas Hobbes which says that “Religion is a very powerful drive since it 

is rooted in fear” is upheld in this study. Fear plays major role at the centre of criminality 

in the church especially in defrauding innocent members taken advantage over them. This 

fear is inflicted on the people through prophecy which undoubtedly the clients hardly 

argued. Fear of death, fear of spiritual and demonic attacks, human enemies and all worth 

not create pandemonium in the life of the clients who in seeking for solution are subjected 

to different kinds of torture and humiliation.  

 

A case like that of Rev. sister Geraldine Chime of Saint Paul’s Catholic Church, 

Gwagwalada in Abuja who Saturday sun Newspaper of November 18, 2017 reported that 

she was arrested and jailed over the theft of four children. Though she confessed that she 

bought two of the children for a sum of one million naira from a child trafficker identified 

as Obiageri Okoro who based in Anambra and two other children were also bought from 

another child trafficker -one Mr. Caleb who based in Kafanchan, in Niger State. Pastor 

Nnamdi Ofoegbu of the Lord’s Chosen accused the General overseer of the Lord’s Chosen 

Charismatic Movement, Pastor Lazarus Muoka of obtaining by tricks from him over #370 

million to build the church (Tuesday Sun Newspaper Nov 2017). 

 

Early 2019, online Nigerian news carried a news of  the General Overseer of Faith Visionary 

Mission, Igando, Lagos prophetess Ngozi Okafor who was arrested by the police for 

stealing 9 years old baby. Oral interview conducted showed that holy stealing is happening 

almost in every Christian churches. The Rev’d  Obiukwu narrated to me how one Rev 

Umunnabuike from Uturu village serving with the Methodist Church in Unity Circuit of 

Okigwe Diocese liquidated Church account amounting to millions of Naira which resulted 
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to his suspension by Most Rev John Koko Bassey, the Archbishop of Okigwe Archdiocese. 

If the foundation is shaken, what can the righteous do? 

 

4.4 Church: an Agent of Exploitation 

It is penitent to observe that many religious leaders in Nigeria exploit their members to 

enrich themselves. It is pertinent also to observe how some church leaders abandon their 

members at their lives’ critical challenging periods, either for financial assistance to pay 

for their healthcare services or whatever. Some of these church leaders give special 

treatment to the rich members in order to ensure their continuous stay and contribution to 

the growth of the church and for their selfish interest (Awunah Pius Terwase :Sunday sun 

voices 24.12. 2017.14). Majority of those that attend churches are poor, yet, they still take 

from the little they have and give to their religious leaders because they have been 

brainwashed by the same leaders that by doing so, they are giving to the Almighty God. It 

is very unfortunate that many religious leaders in Nigeria if not in Africa are misleading 

people by using the name of God to extort  their members, advancing the members poverty 

level and even making others meet their untimely death, yet they attribute everything to 

God. These religious leaders drive most expensive car and most expensive houses in the 

country and beyond. Some of them even own private jets but claiming to be using the jets 

for God’s purposes. Many of these denominations have schools across the country, yet 

most of their members are illiterates because they could not afford to pay the high cost of 

school fees. This among others was one of the reasons of the controversial tithe issues that 

were raising dust, where people see tithe paying as fraud and unbiblical. It is unfortunate 

that the victims of these religious extortionists may not realize that these men or church 

leaders are using the name of God to rob them of their money and property. The activities 

of men of God these days throw up moral, ethical and religious questions. Millions of 

followers thronging around these new generation pastors and their churches need to 

critically look at their spiritual leaders. These worshippers hold their pastors in high 

esteem seeing them as the people through whom they will have redemption and secure 

free access to heaven. This and other many reasons make people especially womenfolk 

ready to part with anything and everything the pastor need to ask, even their bodies. Most 

of these men of God display immorality and criminality to their ways of life thereby 

contradicting the gospel they are preaching. Some of these evil pastors can do anything to 

maintain their statues and these men set up churches or become pastors for no other reason 

than to make money from helpless members who come to church in search of salvation. 

 

4.5 Deceit in the Name of God: 

Spirit possession or Ecstasy is a Christian concept but discrepancies among Christian 

denominations on how the spirit is claimed to possess their members though this is guided 
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according to their doctrine and beliefs, Marcus E. in Woto-gbe Weneka (2014. 185). The 

Christian belief of Holy Spirit, and Evil or Demonic spirit like African belief system of good 

and evil spirit have a great influence on African Christianity. Suffice me to say that the 

African cosmology has a great influence on African Christianity. In other words, African 

belief is that good spirit (Holy Spirit) or evil spirit can possess a person as an instrument 

or medium for manifestation. The spirit possession was identified in other churches but 

prominent among the Pentecostals and Charismatic movements where these evil spirits 

are rebellious spirits whose only work is to do evil. The Pentecostals called this evil spirits 

different names to suit their interpretations, such as Marine spirit- water spirit, ancestral 

spirit-Spirit of the dead evil people from  ones family, seductive spirit-spirit that seduces 

people to have illicit sex or do evils, mental spirit-spirit of madness, familiar spirits  etc.  

Christians’ believe that when evils spirit possesses a people it can make them fruitless and 

causes other havocs in their lives. It is against this understanding that exorcism enjoys a 

prominent place among Christians. The Pentecostals call it deliverance from evil spirit and 

they believe by the power of the Holy Spirit people can be set free from evil spirits, Weneka 

(2014.187). 

 

The competition of power space among Christian churches especially among the 

Pentecostals has introduced power tussle, power display and other vices going on in the 

churches today. To gain power or maintain it many so called “Pastors” do evil things, some 

even consult juju oracles and priests to have power. Okolido the chief priest of Ogwugwo 

Umuhu Ukpor in Umuhu community in Ukpor town, whose shrine is, situated a stone’s 

throw from Nnewi south L.G.A secretariat confessed to Sunday Sun Newspaper that 

Christians come to pray in Ogwugwu and even Pastors come to seek blessings of 

Ogwugwu for their churches to flourish. Okolido said “I pray for many of them and they 

use Ogwugwu to work miracles and healings. Ogwugwu has water she blessed, pastors 

from different regions come to fetch this water for their own tasks at their churches and 

they pray with the water and get result”. 

 

Mr. Dokunla of local news Naija.com recorded how a pastor Osazee Igbinigie of one of the 

New Generation Churches in Edo State was nabbed alongside the burglars for robbing a 

girl of her handset after sleeping with her. 

 

Nigerian tribune of 9th July 2017 had a subheading very disturbing “Are churches 

benefiting from proceeds of crime?” Knowing that giving and tithing constitute churches’ 

doctrine and pillars of Christian faith, Rita Okonoboh examines the dilemma churches face 

when it comes to unholy monies, as clerics on what should be done when such funds are 

discovered in the church coffer, and how to discourage such trends. 
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4.6 Kidnappers and Ritual killing in the Church: Ngozi Uwujare reported in Saturday 

sun newspaper of 21st July 2018 of Pastor Sunday Ezekiel the general overseer of Royal Life 

Assembly Church and members of his congregation that were hunted by police in Asaba 

for kidnapping church members for one hundred million naira (#100m). There was also 

another report from infotainmentspy.co on 24th June 2018 (03.23pm) of a Tiv lady from 

Benue state, who was killed in Kogi state by a man who claimed to be a pastor and in a 

picture it was shown where her head, breasts, one hand were cut and buried in the church 

altar. The Nigerian citizens though not advised to take laws into their hands to check 

excesses but the law enforcements agents seems to have instituted organized house of 

crime in every city of our nations where they go weekly to take their returns. If it were not 

so, then tell me why the law enforcement agents cannot arrest the criminality in our nation? 

Is dog stronger than lion? It seems as if the lion has started enjoying dog’s food and lion is 

now shielding the hunting dogs for more food. When this has become the case, the solution 

is either the citizens finds a way to protect themselves or take laws into their hands. 

Government should choose. 

 

4.6.1 Human Abuse: Most often News comes on abuses people receive from pastors in the 

name of deliverance and prayer especially women. Chukwuemeka Ezeugo (Henry 

Okonkwo) wonders how a pastor perceived to be holy can indulge himself in criminal 

activities. Exposing some of these activities in his write up titled “God of Men” showcased 

one Reverend King (the general Overseer of the “Christ Praying Assembly (CPA) at CPA 

Base, Lagos) who was convicted for murder and was waiting on death row for about 

11year. Rev King according to Sunday sun flogs his members for having illicit sex with 

married members and young girls in the name of deliverance. The surprising thing was 

how his church had continued to wax strong even after exposing all his evil deeds. This 

pastor was later arrested and prosecuted in 2006 for killing a member of his church called 

Ann Uzoh whom he set on fire with six other church members of his church. He accused 

them of fornication and other crimes and sentenced them to death. 

 

Many pastors of Pentecostal movements are in the realm of bizarreness but in reality its 

strange and hilarious beliefs and practices being propagated by them in many churches, 

sects and cults in Nigeria, ranging from human deification, stage-managed miracles, and 

killing in the name of the Supreme Being and it seems nothing is off limits when it comes 

to religious requirements.  The same source looked into another crime by another cleric 

that also acclaimed himself as “King” who is the leader of Kingdom of Heaven on earth 

Mission (KIHEM) the busting church at Akonwon Je-Egbeda road in Alimosho LGA of 

Lagos State. King Olutanmole of the universe was worshipped as a deity by members. 

Pastor Olutamole was believed to have married 100 wives. He was caught doing fake 
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miracles defrauding people. Religion really, is the opium of the masses. Hence rogues, 

charlatans, maniacs and even pedophiles use the guise of being Pastors, and pretence of 

religiosity to exploit their naïve flock.  

 

Otherwise, how else can one explain a situation in which a man of God would 

mutilate various part of the body of a little boy in the name of deliverance from 

wizardry? (Sunday sun 11/2/2018.5)  

 

The reference was a case of Pastor Danladi Boyi   prayer house located at the Abattoir area 

of Jos South LGA of Plateau state, who was believed to be a specialist in casting out demons 

from little children. Little Andrew Matthew a 16 years old boy who was brought to church 

by his parents where he received the thorough beating of his life, was kept in the custody 

of the prayer warriors for two-weeks where he was subjected to rigorous exercise beyond 

his strength. He was starved and beaten terribly and in the bid to make him confess being 

a witch and responsible for the death of many people in their family. At the course of this 

he sustained deep cuts and injuries all over his body. 

 

In some churches in Nigeria or in Africa in general especially among the charismatic and 

Pentecostal movements, their men of God introduce their twisted beliefs as doctrines that 

are sheepishly swallowed hooks, lines and sinker by the adherers. 

 

A case study of Rev. Rowland Olajide Macaulay of House of Rainbow at Yakoyo Street, 

Ojodu Berger, Lagos whose church was closed down after confirmed of his neck deep into 

homosexuality, and had a gay church and initiating people into the act. In the words of 

Macaulay (Sunday sun): “Religion is the backbone to life in Nigeria, so we all want to go 

to church. But we don’t want to lie to God about who we are”. In another development, 

Ngozi Uwujare (Saturday sun of May 29th 2018.4) reported of a prophet and general 

overseer of God Revival Prayer Ministry Ugheli, delta state Urovbu Mr. Monday Edjedjere 

who chained a sick man in a tree for seven days dry fasting after charging the victim 

twenty-four thousand Naira (#24.000) healing fee and beat him to death in the name of 

deliverance and spiritual healing. 

 

Our findings in this piece has shown that freedom of worship has led to the proliferation 

of churches or religious sects This has been worsen by the fact that starting a church is very 

easy and simple, hence shady persons with weird lifestyle have cashed in masquerading 

as men of God to hoodwink and deceive the gullible.  

 



Icheke Journal of the Faculty of Humanities                                  Vol.18. No.4 December, 2020 www.ichekejournal.com 
 

Issues of Criminality in Nigerian Churches       279 

4.6.2 Hypnotizing and Brainwashing: It seems as if mesmerism, Christian Science and 

hypnotizing people have taken centre stage of Nigerian churches. The way these new 

generation churches use means to hold their members is questionable. Recently, viral 

pictures of church members in South Africa eating grasses in the open field which was 

prophetically declared by their pastor so they can get deliverance and be rich. On the 16 of 

October 2018 at 07.06 pm pastor James Silver posted on the social media a pastor Uyime 

Benson caught with charm he was using to hypnotize his members at Umon Island. He 

was caught while trying to plant the charms in one compound at Umon Island. Mr. 

Chukwunenye of crackdown newspaper of October 4th 2018 at 02.01 am also reported an 

incident of a man who beat his mother to death because his pastor told him that his mother 

was a witch and responsible for his misfortune. Tell me how a reasonable man can do that.  

In the same development, on 28th January 2018 at about 01.46pm Tumfweko media posted 

a video of a pastor who gathered single ladies to choose men of their choice right in front 

of the congregation while Simul Justus et Peccator posted a picture of pastor kicking 

pregnant women in stomach to cast out demons. It sounds funny but it is real what pastors 

are doing in the name of God. Following the teaching and practices of Jesus and the 

tradition he handed down to his disciples, one wonders where and how did pastors 

migrated to the level of their operations in the religious matters. 

 

5.1 The Effect of Criminality in the Church 

The generic activities discussed above cannot go without consequences either to the people 

involved, family and friends of the people concern and the society at large. To this effect 

in March 2016, Pope Francis refused donations from contributors who profited from 

underpaid labour. The Reuters said that the pontiff called money the “dung of the devil” 

stressed that the church needs “hearts that are open to God’s mercy,” Not “dirty Money”. 

In another development Archbishop Michael Fape of the ecclesiastical province of Lagos 

and the Bishop of Remo Diocese Church of Nigeria Anglican Communion speaking to 

Nigerian Tribunal warned and said that no one can bribe God with ungodly money. He 

said pastors should be bold to ask people how they make their money and be able to reject 

ill-gotten money While Bishop Omoniyi of Methodist Church Nigeria said that such 

monies should be refunded by the church and pastors. Bishop Seun Adeoye of Sufficient 

Grace and Truth Ministry, Osun State lamented how many pastors are desperate to make 

money by all means and calling it blessings. He concluded by saying that pastors should 

take into consideration the means any donor makes his or her money before accepting it. 

 

5.2 Respects for the Sacred  

People have no more respect for the sacred. The house and the things of God are profaned 

with reckless abandon. Examples abound where church were desecrated because the 
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worshippers have profaned the things committed into their hands. Molly Kilete in 

Saturday Sun Newspaper of 4th August 2018 page 7, narrated how policemen at Abuja-the 

Federal Capital territory had busted a two-man gang who specialized in burgling churches 

and carting away musical instruments and sound systems. If pastors can be engaged into 

these dubious acts tell me why thieves and robbers will not come to churches to collect 

their share from fellow robbers in the church. I am recommending that government should 

guide against excesses of churches and sensitize the society the dangers of such 

manipulative and evil practices of such pastors in this country if cult practices and other 

vices should be curbed. It was read on social media of a pastor in Kenya that removed 

pants from women in the church and told them to spread their legs for Holy Spirit to 

penetrate for the expected miracles to take effect. Unfortunately, being over inquisitive for 

miracles, they removed and spread. The happenings in the Churches are unbecoming.  

 

6.1 Conclusion: one may discover how the erroneous teachings of the church leaders have 

gone a long way to give Nigerian churches bad shape especially that of hyper grace 

teaching which is mixing truth with error. This hyper grace message of total freedom in 

Christ is very appealing but one should understand that there is the Cross before the 

Crown. The teaching does not see anything as sin and the Holy Spirit cannot convict 

Christians of sin because God has provided all round grace through Christ. This among 

others is the teaching that forms the atrocities committed by these pastors in the name of 

God. It is a call for government intervention because it is getting out of hand by sensitizing 

the general public on the dangers this scenario has imposed on a civil society and 

recommend for individuals to be aware of the entanglements of such religious bodies. 

Among others these pastors whose stock in trade is criminal activities, end-SARS protest 

should serve them as a great lesson, which they may not prayed for though all their 

activities are tending towards such movement to End-Pastors protest by the society.  
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