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Abstract 
For many educational thinkers, the management of education, in terms of 

teaching and learning, is an indispensable matter for social ethical 

consciousness, starting what are good over the otherwise, to have integral 

national development achieved from qualitative and quantitative 

education. Hence, the thrust of this paper is on the proper considerations 

of the management and morality of special education for the realization of 

“Integral Human Development” (IHD). It recognises that there is almost 

a general understanding that the objectivity of development resides on the 

valuation of humanity. The completeness of humanity is visibly and 

objectively expressed within respects for human life, rights and dignity, 

irrespective of mental and physical conditions or contents of the 

individual. The paper explicates that, it is on the lack of some physical or 

mental capabilities or abilities that the special education is considered and 

adopted, in order to accommodate the special individuals with 

disabilities, towards “Sustainable National Development” (SND). By 

assessing the social commitments of the governments and corporate 

individuals, the paper is aimed at recounting the necessities of morality in 

the consideration of special education, and that with the sense of morality; 

the special education will be adequately managed towards the realisation 

of integral national development. 

mailto:osarobuisanbor@gmail.com
mailto:folorunsopaul30@gmail.com


Icheke Journal of the Faculty of Humanities                                  Vol.18. No.1 March, 2020 www.ichekejournal.com 
 

Ethical Management of Special Education for Sustainable National...         416 

Keywords: Special Education, Morality, Human Rights, Sustainable 

National Development, Integral Human Development 

 

Background of the Study 

In every concern for the development of human society, there have been 

many aspects of educating the societal individuals, a thrust for real growth 

and advancement, not superficial enfacing but holistic embracing. There is 

always a propelling force to cater for the educational needs of every 

individual, if possible and realistic, especially the one who desired to be 

educated. This brought about the conceptual acceptability and workability 

of special education amongst other forms and levels of education within the 

developmental arrangement of any nation. There is no culture without the 

sense or the arrangement of special education, whether formal or informal. 

The purpose of every model of education is to shape the individual in the 

society which and where he/she belongs. This is the right of every 

individual. For this universal conception and consideration of human 

rights, the disable are indispensably recognized as parts of the human 

society, and they should be treated with Fundamental Human Rights 

(FHRs), and this is hinged thrust for the analysis of the ethical management 

of special education. Then, we recount the thought of Edison in the work of 

Abang (2014), that; 

 

We do not spend our precious time to teach our blind how to 

see or the deaf how to hear, but teach them to concentrate on 

things they can do best, thinking, organising, listening, and 

creating. This is what makes them the great men and women 

they have dreamt to become. Our children with disabilities 

may possess unlimited talents; however, if we do not teach 

them how to unlock these talents, they are worthless to 

themselves and those around them. 
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It has been recognized that special education or special needs education is 

the education of students with special needs in a way that addresses the 

students’ individual difference and needs (Akinade and Sulaiman 2010). It 

is described also as an individualised educational instruction designed to 

meet the unique educational and related needs of students with disabilities. 

Special education provides learning opportunities that are not provided in 

standard or regular school curricula or by regular school services (See Kirk 

1962, Cullata and Tomkpins 1999). The learners in this grouping include 

children with disabilities, emotionally disturbed and gifted children. It 

must be recognised from this definition that it involves individually 

planned and systematically monitored arrangement of teaching 

procedures, adapted equipment and materials, accessible settings, and 

other interventions designed to help learners with special needs achieve a 

higher level of personal self-sufficiency and success in school and 

community than would be available if the students were only given access 

to a typical classroom education.  

 

So succinctly and emphatically, Wilnshurst and Brue (2005) defined special 

education as “an individually planned and systematically monitored 

arrangement of physical settings, special equipment, teaching procedures, 

and others interventions designed to help learners with special needs 

achieve the greatest possible personal self-sufficiency and success in school 

and community.” In all, it indicates that children with special need are those 

who require the adjustments that are necessarily made in all curricula, by 

considering their physical or disadvantages. One of these, are those who 

are emotionally disturbed children (Deiner 1983) especially due to their 

disabilities. This form of education is to get everybody involved in the 

development of the society and by making living easy for everyone that is, 

having proper integration of the individual, irrespective of the physical and 

mental formation. This is the cultural ethics for integrated social 

development. With the sense of social contract, education becomes the right 

of everyone, especially when it is desired. With education, human affairs 
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are easily managed and SND is well positioned. Then, what is the 

connection of special education to moral consciousness of governments and 

corporate individuals in the development of the human persons? Can’t the 

issues of special education be discussed without reference to social ethical 

consciousness for the valuation of FHRs?  

 

The objectives of this paper are: to examine the developmental impulses of 

morality in the management of special education; to explicate the place of 

morality in the philosophy of special education; to posit that effective 

management or administration of special education must be situated within 

the moral valuation of FHRs, which the special children also have, and 

should not be denied of them, as a result of accessibility of qualitative and 

quantitative education; and to recognize and expatiate that the quest for 

integral human development is the right of every individual, irrespective 

of one’s incapability  and deformity. With the achievement of these 

objectives, the above questions will be philosophically answered.  

 

Methodologically, the paper is evaluative and prescriptive. It is prescriptive 

because it gives some ethical consciousness and guidelines in placing up 

some educational environments for special children in our society. For 

effective explication of these objectives, we discuss the followings: the 

meaningfulness of special education in relation to its societal placements; 

rethinking the roles of education towards SND; the objectives of special 

education; the considerable acceptability and management of special 

education; socio-ethical consciousness for the valuation of FHRs; exacting 

some evaluative comments on moral interests and management of special 

education in respect for human life, rights and dignity; towards the 

realization of “Integral Human Development” (IHD); evaluating the 

effectiveness of national educational development; and concluding remarks 

which necessarily housed some recommendations. 
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Rethinking the Roles of Education towards Sustainable National 

Development 

In many philosophical discourses, questions always linger, as solutions are 

always futuristic. But the placement of education in development still needs 

rethinking engagement of humanity as human society advances with 

numerous interests. Since quality education has a lot of positive effects on 

the lives of its recipients, the need to evaluate access to education and its 

social faculties remains very indispensable and meaningful. A qualitative 

education well handled, can usually lay strong foundations of sustainable 

development for any nation. Quality education therefore is for all and it is 

a FHR, and it is universal irrespective of gender, religion, race or socio-

economic status and family background (Solomon and Dewan 2014). What 

education necessarily emphasised is the realisation of SND, not 

individualistic development which is always for the detriment of the 

common good. The workability of the doctrine of common good cannot be 

differentiated from the relevance of proper education of the individual as 

human person. 

 

The expectation for the realisation of meaningful and sustainable 

development in any country focuses on the relevance and strength of 

governmental educational impetus. The rethinking of education towards 

development should be seated in the vibrant educational policies on 

education. Though, the National Policy on Education (NPE) sharpens the 

national philosophy of education at a particular time, and which necessarily 

defined the functionality of state towards educational development and 

every other aspect of development. The functionality of the state depends 

on the quality and quantity of education which the citizens acquired or 

possessed (Isanbor 2013, 6) over a given period of time. So, the government 

must take the educational development of the citizen as a serious venture 

towards the realisation of meaningful and sustainable national 

development.  The NPE specified the government readiness to perform its 

duty to its people is by planning for result oriented programmes for the 
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people. This is hinged consideration of the factors of development that are 

measured on the living conditions of the people, which are commonly 

referred to as the ‘economic conditioning’ are development indices; such as 

food, shether, clothing, medicine care and education (see Isanbor 2015a; 

Uzomah, Fasuyi and Isanbor 2015). Here, the masses determined the tone 

and space of government, on manner circumstances, if they are properly 

educated to know their political and civic rights, duties, benefits, privileges 

and responsibilities. With the power of education, the nature of governance 

is change to suit and improve the conditions of the people. This is the 

strength of proper implementation of NPE towards national development 

and integration.  

 

The policy is out if properly implemented to achieve the needed result in 

development when the people’s educational capacity and capability are 

considered towards it. This has been the expectation of every citizenry 

when the issues of education are discussed. But, it is taken that this venture 

cannot be realised by the government only (see, Isanbor 2015a and 2015b). 

This, the government continually seeks the interventions of groups and 

private bodies or organisations to collaborate with her on the needs to 

achieve these meaningful and productive goals and objectives of education 

for the citizens or the people. This collaboration brings the engagement and 

involvement of every other stakeholders of education to the point of 

relevance for the issues of national development. The rethinking of 

education towards SND tends to revisit the relevance of the things that to 

be loved, such as: sincerity, spirit of common good, patriotism, dutifulness, 

solidarity of common interest, harmony of purposes, simplicity of mind, 

cultural and social and religious tolerance and moral retention and 

mindedness (Benedict XVI 2009), socialisation of common interest, the 

quest of SND, respect for civil law and order, maintenance of social justice 

and equity, and the respect for human rights and dignity. These are the 

factors and projectors of national development which are seen in the course 
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of national integration and growth when the virtues of education are 

properly imbibed. 

 

Objectives of Special Education: A Concern for Holistic Societal 

Development 

The objectives of special education cannot be disconnected from the ethics 

of inclusionary care approaches of the same special education policies, and 

can be regarded as the morality of educational justice, when the abled and 

disabled individuals are taken to be very important in national building. It 

is about educating every individual and which presupposes the 

contribution of such individual in the development of the society he or she 

belongs. Taking more importantly, in Nigeria for instance, the objectives 

and strategies of special education that can be implored to accomplish the 

goals of national education development as contained in the NPE of 2004 

Edition, stated as follow: 

 

 To give concrete meaning to the idea of equalizing educational 

opportunities for all children, their physical, sensory, mental, 

psychological or emotional disabilities notwithstanding; 

 Provide adequate education for all people with special needs in order 

that they may fully contribute their own quota to the development of 

the nation; 

 Provide opportunities for exceptionally gifted and talented children to 

develop their own pace in the interest of the nation’s economic and 

technological development. 

 Design a diversified and appropriate curriculum for all the beneficiaries. 

 

Considering the second objective above, a nation that has the needs for 

sustainable development and believes that all her citizens must contribute 

their quota toward it; must necessarily consider the education of all citizens 

as very important, irrespective of their physicality or ability. These 

objectives for special education appear to be holistic and friendly with the 
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development of special needs children in our community, if fully and 

meaningfully implemented. The implementation of these policies centred 

on the “principle of inclusion” (See, Akinloye 2006). The notion of 

inclusionary care relates to the adaptive programs on the parts of the 

stakeholders of education for the children with disabilities, to be integrated 

into the society, properly. According to the notion, a strong presumption, 

form the standpoints of both ethical and educational methodology, favours 

the placement of children with severe cognitive disabilities in environments 

that provide opportunities for meaningful inclusion in the educational 

community centred on a particular classroom, school, and school district 

(Ladenson 2003). It is expected in recognise the indispensable fact that 

education is a right and it must be respected and promoted, considering the 

importance of every individual in nation building. These are in order that 

they may be liberated from the condition and find meaning in life, and also 

maximise their potentials for their development and that of the society they 

belong.  Then, for the achievement of these objectives wholly, the following 

points have to be considered:  

a. That the government should show true commitment to the policy of 

education of all citizenries irrespective of their physical, emotional or 

mental appearances or weaknesses, by providing the needs or actual 

educational structures and materials for them, and invest adequately 

in education. 

 

b. That the parents of these special needs children have to put on the 

right disposition in accepting the conditions of their children and 

willing to allow them to be educated, by offering their resources, time 

and interests toward their educational and all-round development.  

 

c. That the special needs children should show interests to be educated 

and willingness to make out living and development from the 

conditions, and see themselves as very important to themselves, 

family and the community they belong. 
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Considerable Acceptability and Management of Special Education  

In all these, special education is designed to render helps to the special 

needs individuals who may be considered handicapped or/and disable or 

those that are dysfunctional mentally, physiologically, or/and emotionally, 

and the gifted children. Based on the culture for the equality of rights, the 

blind, deaf, physically challenged, in this country and the world at large, 

should be cared for in order to achieve the desired heights. And these 

objectives must be possible through the efforts of dedicated great men and 

women, government and Non-Governmental Organizations, religious and 

social organisations (Cf, Abang 2014). According to the Vatican II Council 

Fathers, when celebrating the International Year for Disabled Persons, 

posits that;  

 

Since the person suffering from handicaps is a subject with 

full rights, he or she must be helped to take his or her place in 

society in all aspects and at all levels as far as is compatible 

with his or her capabilities.  

 

So, for this social consciousness for the development of every individual, 

special education renders the following helps in accordance to their needs. 

It considers the whom (the identification of the personalities or individual 

that are deficient or handicap), what (the materials and measures needed 

to savage the identified individuals’ conditions), how (the modalities and 

consideration of priorities required and necessary for effective results or 

ends) and where (the location for the actualisation of the interventional 

venture) (see, Akinade and Sulaimon 2010, 10-20). Then these checks are 

envisaged as: 1. Preventive Intervention; 2. Remedial Intervention; 3. 

Compensatory Intervention. These measures are associated with the 

fundamental approaches or principles (Integration, Normalization and 

Personalization) to the problems connected with sharing by the disabled or 

special needs individuals, their feelings and capacities to render their 

quotas towards national development. These acts of sharing with them 
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require all interventional schemes for them to be integrated into the society 

through education and non-discriminative socialisation. These principles 

are as following:  

 

Integration: a principle which opposes the tendency to isolate, segregate 

and neglect the disabled, but it also goes further than an attitude of mere 

tolerance. It includes a commitment to make the disabled person a subject  

in the fullest sense, in accordance with his or her capacities, in the spheres 

of family life, the school, employment, and, more generally, in the social, 

political and religious communities.  

 

Normalization: a principle which emphasises the needs and efforts to 

ensure complete rehabilitation of the disabled persons. This aims at remedy 

the individual to have a normal living amidst others in the immediate 

society.  

 

Personalization: a principle which emphasises the fact of ensuring the 

various treatments in attempts to eliminate handicapping situations in the 

society, e.g. in form of immunisation and vaccination, and employing total 

development of the handicapped persons. When this principle is carried 

out, the concerned societal individuals will commend the governments and 

concerned agencies to be proactive, because, prevention is better the cure, 

as usually said. 

 

More so, with educational psychological apparatus for cognitive, a child 

with learning disabilities is known to be associated with these traits: an 

inability to learn which cannot be explained by intellectual, sensory, or 

health factors; an inability to build or maintain satisfactory interpersonal 

relationships with peers and teachers; inappropriate types of behaviour or 

feeling under normal circumstances; a general pervasive mood of 

unhappiness and depression, a tendency to develop physical symptom, 

pains, or fear associated with personal or school problems (Bower in Taylor 
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1984: 81). In the case of emotionally disturbed child, according to Kauffman 

(1977); “emotionally disturbed children have behavioural problems that are 

usually demonstrated in the classroom.” To a certain extent, may lead to 

have problems in adaptive behaviour. Kauffman mentioned that the 

following four kinds of behaviour that are typically associated with 

emotionally disturbed children, they cannot but be reflective in their 

development and personality of such individual if they are properly 

educated to be fully integrated into the society: i. Hyperactivity, 

Distractibility, Impulsivity; ii. Aggression; iii. Withdrawal and Inadequacy; 

and iv. Deficiencies in Moral Development. The following measures have 

to be adopted to liberate the child with learning difficulties from them: 

 

 The child should be given regular counselling, which may be from/by 

parents, teachers or/and from hired or volunteered counsellor, and the 

assistance of relevant medical personnel. 

 Necessary facilities should be in place, so that, the child will be able to 

assess his/ her mobility when necessary.  

 There should be adequate encouragement on the parts of parents, 

teachers and volunteered workers, for care and help for disabled 

persons, in the case, a child with learning difficulties, then a school also 

for parents, educators and services personnel, a school of genuine 

humanity, a demanding school, a noble school, an uplifting school. 

 There should be a constant legislation to promote and protect their 

rights. 

 There should a willingness to give moral and financial supports or/and 

incentives on the part of wealthy individuals and governments, in 

giving scholarships. 

 

For the purpose of inclusionary methodology which is adsorption concern 

of these children, the management of this nature of education should be met 

to consider the dignity of the human person in the formulations and 

implementations of policies for the realization of SND. These policies 
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should be humanistically dignified in order to have healthy development 

that accommodates the abled and disabled. The same assistants should go 

with Emotionally Disturbed Child, and this is a state of mind or 

psychological condition of the human person that is contrary to the normal, 

which the person exhibits behaviourally and expose to the assessment of 

others who are aware of the normal and positive accepted behaviour, 

demands greatly from the parts of the parents and the teachers of the child.  

 

In other ways, for the cases of gifted child are managed differently, for 

proper integration and for the maximization of his or her potentials (see, 

Akinade and Sulaiman 2015: 15; Cullata and Tomkpims 1999: 50-70). The 

issues and considerations for the education of gifted children can be 

regarded as contradictory methodology, and it is referred as more special 

aspect of special education because its methodology to integrate children 

with a very high sense of intelligence and capacity of learning, beyond 

normal situation or state. After the gifted or talented child has been 

identified and the following models have been designed in the cause of time 

in order to train and nurture the children in the society to have the maximal 

utility of their potentials. They are: Acceleration (double Promotion), Self-

pacing, Enrichment/ Summer Enrichment  Programme (that is, Curriculum 

Enrichment), Home Schooling (Employment of Special Mentor), 

Compacting, Grade Skipping, Full-time Separate Classes, Part-time Pulling 

Out, Differentiated Curriculum/Specialized Instruction, Gifted/Talented 

Grouping Practices or Placement Options, Mentoring, and 

Apprenticeships. 

 

Ethics of Human Dignity in Relation to Special Education 

The considerations of special education are the corresponding recognitions 

of FHRs. FHRs are natural benefits, that is, nature bequeathed on man. The 

natural law demands that they are respected, protected and promoted. 

FHRs provision is for all human institutions, and mostly guarantees an 

indispensable requirement and establishment for democratic political 
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system. It underscores the constitutionality and legality of government 

dealing with citizens, which profoundly determined the general climate of 

development in the country. In essence, it defines the worthiness of FHRs. 

The generality of the notion of FHRs is so comprehensive that it can be 

extended to include almost the spectrum of social justice, and then, proper 

understanding of development is made to examine the value of peace in the 

human society. Personal peace when guaranteed, even in learning, 

presupposes communal peace and in greatest extent; for global peace. This 

is what education does when properly situated and directed toward the 

respect for FHRs.  

 

Relating FHRs to the management of special education, Madumere (2003) 

asserted that; “It is easy for one to treat himself as an end but to treat another 

like that is a problem. Man has right to use everything in nature, animals 

and plants for his own ends, in business, education and general living. It 

means that we should not use anyone for our own welfare without 

considering him or her.” Human rights observance is also as a criterion of 

determining the nature of relations between one government and another. 

The natural moral law expresses and lays down the purposes, rights and 

duties which are based upon the physical and spiritual nature of the human 

person. But, on the negative side, man himself has been betraying this truth 

of stewardship by abusing these FHRs, and he has been doing this through 

wrong application of his freewill, the quest of supremacy and his exercises 

of intellect for environmental and humanistic dominations. For the 

understanding of the sociological placement and moral acceptability of 

FHRs, many ranges of secular definitions of development have remained 

very materialistic and sectional. On the contrary, IHD considers the holistic 

valuation of human personhood in inferring the development of society 

and what are therein. For instance, in the words of Benedict XVI (2009),  
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IHD is primarily a vocation, and therefore it involves a free 

assumption of responsibility in solidarity on the part of 

everyone. Such development requires a transcendent vision 

of the person, it needs God: without him, development is 

either denied, or entrusted exclusively to man, who falls into 

the trap of thinking he can bring about his own salvation, and 

ends up promoting a dehumanized form of development.  

 

So frankly, the centrality of this essay is on the awareness of the meaning of 

FHRs, the value of human liberty and freedom, the evaluation on the nature 

of philosophy of education for the consideration of child’s rights in 

educational pursuit and development. For this, we need to find the right 

combination to reach the treasures, which are stored inside the child. Look 

at people, recognize them, and accept them as they are, in addition, help 

them become what they want to become, that is what special education does 

(Abang 2014), and that is morality of human rights. Some kinds of interests 

are ruled out as bases for rights. The whole essence of the education of child 

is to develop his or her potentials, also about the institution and advocacy 

of liberal education that will instigate the societal consciousness in allowing 

the growing child to choice a profession in which he or she will bring out 

and exhibit his or her full potentials. For the respect of FHRs to be fervently 

advocated for, humanities should be reminded of the importance of 

individual’s dignity in learning, and giving the ability to exercise these 

FHRs in professional choice making or choice of profession or trade.  

 

More straightforwardly, it is expected always, with all national 

developmental consciousness that every curriculum for every educational 

institution should be for individual and national liberation and integration. 

The sense and consideration of human liberty guarantees truthful and 

efficient learning situation and propels the proper cognitive delivery of 

personal outputs. This is the pivot of liberal education; it is on the 

consideration of FHRs in learning and teaching. Liberal education is all 
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about intellectual freedom and liberty. It is about the combination of the 

love of knowledge and its application, according the disposition of the 

individual as a person with integrity and as a learner with potentials. 

Philosophy of education puts forward the consideration of liberal 

education whereby the child as a human being with rationality and as a 

learner who has his or her worth, is given the liberty to study what he or 

she proffers in order maximise his or her potentials, as it fight to eliminate 

the influences of indoctrination, cultural infiltration and the likes, in 

learning and studying.  

 

It is not elusive to recognise that education is widely regarded as a moral 

enterprise. It is that field of activity which seeks to expand the mind, to give 

direction, to promote awareness, to allow us “to use things which the 

under-educated do not see. And as a functional part of a total society, its 

purpose is “the inculcation of knowledge, values, skills, and attitudes by 

means of institutions that have been created for this end.” A functional 

society is moral one, for recognising the placement of FHRs. As Ladenson 

(2003) asserts that; “for a society to develop rules and procedures 

reasonably to the task of arriving at a morally just balance among the 

management factors aforementioned, its governmental practices thus must 

include the implementations of associated policies and enforce the 

collective actions for the betterment of the special children.” Normally 

inspiring, it should be noted that, in a ‘practical activity’, man is neither 

concerned with knowledge for its own sake, nor with the production for 

immediate needs, but with living a distinctively human life of virtue and 

perfection (Agulana 2011). It should be projected that the NPE, considering 

its philosophy to be hinged on the promotion, protection and respect of 

human rights and dignity, and these, every other thing about humankind 

is considered, even his or her educational development. This same 

philosophy is out to liberate humankind for the shackles of limitations, 

irrespective if their forms of operations or representation. 
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Morality, Special Education and the Quest for Sustainable National 

Development 

When the issues that relate to human living conditions are discuss, the 

consideration of morals and values necessarily comes to play. In fact, every 

issue that relates to humanity explicates the consideration of its moral 

necessity. Ethics of development in relation to the living with peoples that 

physically and mentally challenged needs is more to be desired.  Those who 

fall into this category, from what our eyes could see, are those our brothers 

and sisters that are physically challenged or mentally retarded. The legal 

recognitions of their personalities, in many groupings, are in place. We will 

care for them by enacting and implementing other good laws that, will not 

only protect them, but empower them to see and accept themselves for who 

they are before God (CSN, Lenten Retreat, 2009, 54). In this context, ethics is 

about the respect of values which is due to every individual, irrespective of 

the physical or disabled nature or state of the individual. Ethics demands 

that such individuals who are disabled or handicapped should be equally 

regarded as human persons with full recognition of their FHRs.  

 

The society presents before man what he will consider moral or immoral 

according to the norms and customs which he has already internalised in 

his understanding of natural law and order. The human being is so 

constituted, that, it is not all kinds of actions that befit his nature and lead 

to happiness and self-fulfilment, certain kinds of actions befit his nature, 

promote his general wellbeing and lead him to happiness and self-

fulfilment (Omoregbe, 2011), while some other actions belittled him. The 

understanding of the natural order of human affairs and actions is 

evaluated on the use of human reasoning in knowing what is good and then 

do it, and what is bad and then avoid it. Effecting the placement of natural 

order of human affairs indispensably and indisputably infers the valuation 

of morality which the universal characteristic of FHRs. 
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Morality in this context is expressing the values of justice, equity and peace; 

remains the true face of development. Morality beacons on the individuals, 

groups and governments to take proper care and stewardship of the 

disabled and the handicapped persons in the society seriously. This is more 

demanding because there have a lot of neglects as greatly observed in 

recent, just on the mere consideration of them with wrong perception that 

they may not contribute meaningfully to the development of the human 

society. On a more derogatory note, that they are not fully human and have 

no need for proper education and socialization. But, this is highly fallacious, 

because, experiences have also shown that there are been some notable 

disabled or handicapped ones who have proven to be very abled in the 

ability in contributing to the development of the human society which they 

belong, through the trainings they have acquired. As the saying goes “when 

someone is not trained he or she is as good as useless”. When someone is 

not educated properly, he or she is as good as being incapacitated. We 

speak of human uselessness in relation to human educational development; 

because he or she cannot contribute to the trends of development that are 

closely eminent to his or her existence. As philosophical projection of 

existence demands that every individual is alive and active, propelling the 

courses of development, otherwise, redundancy of interest will becloud 

humanity, which enclosed both the abled and the disabled, the normal and 

abnormal, the sensible and hyper-sensible. 

 

More importantly, there should be the need to train the adequate and 

qualified teachers and other needed personnel in and for special education 

of the children with special needs. Hence, the adequate motivation of 

teachers no doubt will make for the expected positive differences in the 

implementation of the policy (See Nwajioha 2003), especially in Nigeria. 

This is because the numbers of handicapping children are of increase with 

the increase of factors and the application of the social and environmental 

aberrations, that have being threatening the human society in the names of 

wars and other social violence, mostly resulting to religious and political 
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terrorism, environmental degradations and pollutions of avert kind. With 

the education of both the abled and disabled individuals, based on the sense 

of justice and equity in the educational opportunities, the society will be 

more saved from the effects and weights of disorderliness and criminalities. 

There should be, always, the sense of equity and justice in the placement of 

educational opportunities, according to the respect of FHRs. The society 

should endeavour to respect the procedures of inclusionary methodology 

as a matter of morality and justice, to accommodate the special children for 

the purpose of educating the masses, arming the realisation of IHD. 

 

Ethical Management of Special Education for Sustainable National 

Development 

Here, we see the necessary connections and interplays between education 

and national development in relation to proper consideration of special 

education. The centrality of education for the realization of IHD is therefore 

not in doubt when the rights of every individual are proper considered to 

be respected, promoted and protected, in accordance with the dictates of 

natural law principles. Consequently, any effort to entrench the right 

concepts, morals and values will significantly impact positively on not just 

the life of the people but on all sectors of SND (cf, Njoku 2014). The thrust 

of SND cannot be separated from the dominant relevance and placement of 

education (Uzomah, Fasuyi and Isanbor 2014: 320). Education will continue 

to be evaluated as a tool of development and as that which adds values to 

human interest and advancement through overcoming challenges (cf, 

Elomien 2011: 25; Bullough 2011: 26). Although, no nation is without 

developmental challenges even the so-called developed or developing 

nation. It is greatly understood that the developed or developing nations 

till clamour for more developments, in most cases, they devote their 

interests to advocate and work for the sustainability of the developmental 

strengths and trends they have. And this they do through the strengthening 

of their educational capacities and capabilities by rendering qualitative and 

quantitative educations to their citizenries. It is understood that the waves 
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and strengths of development of any nation lie heavily on the education 

provision and on the guarantee of the respect, promotion and protection of 

FHRs. On this, the Nigerian nation is called to look at the level of human 

educational development for the realisation of IHD (Iroegbu 2005: 135).  

 

Philosophically, it takes a well-directed national consciousness and 

knowledge to attain meaningful and holistic development through the 

policy-implementations of the objective of NPE. Since the thrust of 

development cannot be separated from the values given to education of the 

citizenries, in whose lives, the development of any nation is evaluated and 

measured. Then education is even part of these resources, as Baypai (2010) 

explicates that; “human development is people-centred development, 

where the focus is put on the improvement of the various dimensions 

affecting the well-being of individuals and their relationships with the 

society (health, education, entitlements, capabilities, and empowerment).” 

Then, education becomes one of inevitable and inalienable value placed on 

FHRs in order for them to meaningfully expand their coast of relevance for 

the advancement of the society in which they belongs.  

 

For instance, SND can therefore be achieved as the development of a 

nation’s human and material resources and education is perhaps the only 

means to prepare the individual for participation in national development 

(see, Iyiewuarem Emakunu and Oronsaye 2014). Participation in 

development can either be in the economy, political or social sphere. 

Although, this condition takes to examine: the falling of technical 

education; Gender Agenda and Girl-Child Education; media socialization 

on academic performance of youths; poverty, suffering and diseases; 

educational funding and government development agenda; deformation of 

teacher education; and educational ethics and development. Economic 

participation in government can either be participation in producing the 

nation’s wealth through economic activities (See, Oyitso and Olomukoro 

2014: 6). Political participation in political activities, or holding of position 
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in the civil service, judiciary or executive government indicate where 

important decisions are made. Participation in social development such as 

greater access to education, improved health services and so on. Worst still, 

the neglect of special education by many state and local governments in 

Nigeria, call for serious examination of their purposes in governance. 

 

Conclusion  

From the foregoing, it has been envisaged that the consideration of special 

education must be aligned with the respect for FHRs. The management of 

special education must necessarily goes with its socio-ethical consciousness 

for the realization of SND. The thrust of IHD models specifies that the 

human person should be taken as an end in itself, not a means, in any 

human and societal dealing for the realization of the institutionalisation of 

the culture of common goodness. It calls for the respect for the dictates of 

the natural law: on social justice, ecological spirituality and countenance, 

administration of equity, the value of FHRs, avoidance of wars and other 

forms of conflicts, the culture of solidarity, godly industrialisation, proper 

management of freedom and intellect (Isanbor 2013 and 2015; Ibrahim 2013: 

44; Enaibe and Imonivwvha 2007: 50).   

 

We conclude this paper along the thought of Paul VI (1967, no. 15) on the 

conception of IHD that; “the development we speak of here cannot be 

restricted to economic growth alone. To be integral, it must be well 

rounded; it must foster the development of each man and of the whole 

man” (no. 15). Such sense of human existentiality and integral subjectivity 

accommodates every human person, irrespective of his or her nature and 

capacity.  Humanities must be open, sincere and truthful in the exercises of 

their actions all sectors and factors of development, the management of 

special children cannot be an exception. In the truth for the realization of 

IHD, “we cannot allow economics to be separated from human realities, nor 

development from the civilization in which it takes place. What counts for 

us is man—each individual man, each human group, and humanity as a 



Icheke Journal of the Faculty of Humanities                                  Vol.18. No.1 March, 2020 www.ichekejournal.com 
 

Ethical Management of Special Education for Sustainable National...         435 

whole” (Paul VI 1967, no. 15). IHD is said to be visible when the human 

rights and dignity are highly considered, and those with disabilities should 

not be left in the process of realising the needed SND, because the society 

belongs to both the abled and the disabled. We can recognize that 

sometimes practical circumstances require that one person direct the life of 

another person- specifically. When the latter is not sufficiently competent 

to direct their own lives- while at the same time denying that having the 

power to do so is ever a matter of right: that is, is something the power-

holder himself entitled to as a matter of justice (Dwyer 2003). As a matter 

of justice indeed, we all need education, proper education, to be properly 

and fully integrated in the society, for healthy and proper emotional living 

development. Healthy Morality which is aligned with the accommodating 

sensibility of natural law is the sweetener for the healthy and integral 

national living and development, which is a flavour of authenticity that 

belongs to everyone, morally, to both the abled and the disabled. 
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