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Abstract 

Marital infidelity is a social vice that has wrecked many homes as a 

result of its debilitating effects. In Chukwuemeka Ike’s Our Children 

are Coming, great craft is displayed by the writer to vividly portray 

the causes and effects of this social malaise through his masterly 

deployment of character and incident. This essay, however, focuses 

on the causes of marital infidelity in the novel. Using textual 

analysis as our methodology and the New Criticism as our critical 

theory, this study identifies quest for power, pleasure and 

companionship, affluence and the quest for a successor as the causes 

of marital infidelity in Chukwuemeka Ike’s Our Children Are 

Coming. 

 

Keywords: Marital infidelity, Chukwuemeka Ike, moral culpability, 

immorality 

 

 

mailto:kunlemamudu@yahoo.com


Icheke Journal of the Faculty of Humanities                                                                               www.ichekejournal.com 
 

Marriage Without Commitment              440 

Introduction 

 Marital infidelity remains one of the most disgusting and yet 

common domestic experiences in the society. Being a common cause of 

divorce and family disintegration, it is an abhorrence that requires attention 

with a view to reducing its practice. This, perhaps, is one reason why 

Chukwuemeka Ike gives such a large space to the vice in his novel—Our 

Children are Coming. Marital infidelity is a practice where a married person 

shows sexual unfaithfulness to his or her spouse. Such persons, despite 

their marital vows where they commit themselves to only their legally 

married spouses, break the vows by having sexual contacts with other 

persons they are not married to.  

 New criticism, by its interest in the combination of both the formal 

constituents of a work and its content as statements on the society easily 

submits itself for deployment as a suitable theory for the despatch of the 

current enterprise. As a theory developed from the Formalistic theory, New 

Criticism believes that the literary work should be viewed and examined as 

a work that reflects socio-political as well as economic experiences of the 

people. The theory frowns at the study of literary texts as self-sufficient, 

with interests on their art alone. It therefore examines literary texts from the 

standpoint of a merger of art and content as a representation of the society 

and should be studied as a comment on the society. 

Many Nigerian fiction writers in the post-independence era have 

had as their major thematic pre-occupation the moral and socio-political 

degeneration prevalent in the Nigerian society. Chukwuemeka Ike is one of 

such writers who have used their literary creations to portray the ills that 

plague the Nigerian society. Unfortunately, despite the large number of 

literary works to his credit, critics have not paid requisite attention to his 

works. Ernest Emenyonu buttresses this when he says that 

 for too long, Chukwuemeka Ike has remained untouched by 

African and Nigerian critics. A few uninformed 

generalizations have trickled in from abroad with little or 

nothing profound to say about Ike as a writer … (III) 
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Emeyonu’s  statement is apt. Nigerian and African critics have not paid 

much attention to his novel--Our Children Are Coming, which is the focus of 

this study. However, a few critics like Kunle Ajigbade who says that the 

novel is “a vote for the young,” and a “celebration of youth” (26), Stella N. 

Kpolugbo and Okey Okwechime who also comment that “it is obvious that 

the students in the novel rigorously and vehemently are clamouring for 

both political and social change” (68), and add further that “… the 

generality of the society is depraved: Parents, leaders, students and youths” 

(70), Kanchana Ugbabe argues that “Our Children Are Coming unravels 

conflicts between generations lived through experiences of children as they 

become adults,” (105)  Kingston O. Onyijen lends his critical voice when he 

comments that, “the author presents characters (youth and adults) whose 

moral dispositional qualities are rotten” (180). Besides, Emenyonu says that 

“the injustices meted on the youth by the adult society is the subject of Our 

Children Are Coming” (113) while  Ezenwa-Ohaeto argues that Our Children 

Are Coming attacks hypocrisy, corruption, selfishness and immorality 

relentlessly” (175). 

 From the foregoing, much of the critical works centre on moral 

culpability in the novel one of which is marital infidelity. Although, these 

critics have examined moral decadence in the novel, one is yet to find a 

paper that dwells entirely on marital infidelity, even though the writer 

through his presentations dwells elaborately on this human vice.  

This essay, therefore, identifies and examines: quest for power, 

pleasure and companionship, affluence and the quest for a successor as the 

causes of marital infidelity in Chukwuemeka Ike’s Our Children Are Coming. 

 

 Quest for Power, Pleasure and Companionship 

  Hans. J. Morgenthau in his book Politics Among Nations: The Struggle 

for Power and Peace describes power “as man’s control over the minds and 

action of other men. Here power is defined politically. Also, according to 

the Collins English Dictionary, power is defined as control, or dominion or a 

position of control, dominion or authority. Both definitions have a 
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similarity which is control. This implies that power is an act of controlling 

others. No wonder Chief Mrs. Edo, one of the major characters in the novel 

would do anything to attain the position of power. 

 Chief Mrs. Edo is a member of the Presidential Commission on 

Juveniles below Twenty-One set up by the government to probe what it 

regards as their anti-social activities and come up with reasoned 

recommendations that would ensure deterrents for the future. Some of such 

misconducts are; laziness, indiscipline, sexual promiscuity and lack of 

motivation. She had studied at the Premier University six years earlier 

graduating with a Bachelor of Arts Degree and decides to attend the M.Ed 

course at the same university specializing in educational administration. 

The successful acquisition of this degree paves ways for her as she is 

conferred an honorary title by the traditional ruler of her hometown. Also, 

the Pope “conferred on her a widely coveted insignia in recognition of her 

distinguished contribution to education and her exemplary role as a wife 

and mother”. (120-121) However, her appointment into the commission 

comes as a surprise to her, she still believes that it resulted from her 

acquisition of the M.Ed degree which is made attainable by ‘Doc’ her 

partner in infidelity. (121)  

Having been away from serious academic work for some ten years, she 

registers for the M.Ed course. The beginning had been rough for her as she 

experiences various ordeals among students and lecturers. It is during one 

of these experiences that she meets Doc., a man who is humble and willing 

to help her and proves to be “her pillar of support.” (122)  The author, 

however, uses flashback as a device to enlighten us on how she is able to be 

a member of the commission. Thus, the beginning of their sexual 

relationship is stated below thus: 

“The day it happened, it had come naturally to both of them. 

Hardly any words before or after. They responded to each 

other as if they had been husband and wife for life and to Mrs 

Edo’s great surprise, the feeling of guilt expected of a woman 

breaking her marital vows was totally absent. In its place was 



Icheke Journal of the Faculty of Humanities                                                                               www.ichekejournal.com 
 

Marriage Without Commitment              443 

a feeling of gratitude, self-fulfillment and of bliss. Doc had, 

like the great teacher he was, guided her into new ways of 

deriving bliss from her body”.(122) 

Apart from the author’s use of flashback to portray the fact that her 

successful acquisition of the degree is as a result of infidelity, he reveals 

that there could be pleasure derived from adulterous sex, this is why 

Mrs. Edo and Doc from the description above derived pleasure from the 

illegal act. This stands as one of the causes of marital infidelity in the 

novel. Mrs. Edo enjoys power and the pleasure that comes with it that 

she almost falls ill the moment the NAS begins probing into and 

threatening to expose the hypocritical nature of the members of the 

commission. 

 Dr. Nwoke who is also a member of the commission after much 

teasing from his friends decides to have fun with a “streetlight” here, the 

author uses suspense and flashback to portray to us that Dr. Nwoke who 

the readers think is better than his colleagues was once  involved in marital 

infidelity though through pressure from friends. In this instance, Dr. 

Nwoke picks up a girl by the road and they have sex in the back seat of his 

car on the Bar beach. He describes the girl’s strength thus: 

“The agility with which she jackknifed herself from the front 

to the back seat without stepping out of the car showed that 

that was not her maiden attempt. ‘Fear of the police or armed 

robbers had turned the outing more into a nightmare for Dr. 

Nwoke than a pleasure”. (131-132) 

From the excerpt above, the author reveals the extent unfaithful partners 

can go to get sexual pleasure. This pleasure or fun can be obtained 

anywhere. This is why Dr. Nwoke’s experience on the Bar Beach at the back 

seat of his car is exposed to us.  

 However, in Chukwuemeka Ike’s Our Children are Coming, while 

some characters involve in sexual relations or marital infidelity for pleasure 

and power, others indulge in it for companionship. When a spouse lacks 

companionship in terms of attention, care and sexual intimacy, such person 
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is liable to seek love elsewhere as the spirit of intimacy ignites love. In the 

novel, Dr. Nwoke visits a friend but meet’s his absence. His friend’s wife 

complains of her husband’s frequent absence from home and in that process 

tries to seduce him, this is evident below: 

“He had been observant enough to notice the danger signals: 

her reluctance to release his hand long after their handshake, 

the miraculous appearance of moisture on her palm and the 

involuntary movements of her lower lip”. (128) 

The above excerpt shows how much she desires the touch of a man. This 

desire makes her want to seduce her husband’s friend and if not that Dr. 

Nwoke realizes this attitude on time, he would have had sex with her. 

Another instance of one who needs a companion is witness 001’s mother. 

As a white woman, she falls in love with an African and Nigerian man and 

when things become difficult for them financially, she opts out of school to 

work and finance her lover’s education in the bid to keep him to 

herself.(203) The risk she takes is to continue the preservation of the 

companion she finds in him. Ironically, the man achieves his ambition and 

ditches her. In this instance, we have the quest for power as well as 001’s 

father deceitfully impregnates the white woman in order to exploit her 

financially and attain his MD degree. He exploits her to gain financial 

power simply because se is in dire need of companionship. 

 

Affluence 

 Affluence is another cause of marital infidelity in the novel. The 

Collins English Dictionary defines affluence as “an abundant supply of 

money, goods or property; wealth”. Affluence as a cause of marital 

infidelity can be seen in the character of “Honourable Justice Solomon 

Okpetun who is the judge of the High Court, officer of the Order of Benue, 

and chairman of the presidential commission and also witness 002’s father. 

(212) 

 Justice Okpetun, while on his way out of the Akan University 

campus after visiting a friend, sees a “tall elegant girl” and decides to offer 
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her a lift. His driver knowing the kind of person his boss is shows the girl 

the vacant seat at the back of the car. She goes with him to his hotel and 

shares drinks with him. It is in this meeting that he makes himself known 

to her as the judge of the high court. He gives her one hundred Naira, they 

eat together and have sex. 

 The author uses the flashback device to expose to us how the judge 

and the “tall elegant girl” first meet. In the judge’s description of the girl, 

he uses metaphor when he calls her ’apple and the yet-to-be-patented 

vitamin Q’. Also the judge makes an elaborate use of metaphor to describe 

the pleasure he derives in having sex with Apolonia when he says thus: 

“Apolonia. Apo. Apple. A unique experience. The yet-to-be-

patented Vitamin Q which taken last thing at night, shot 

tingling sensations right down to your toenails and kept you 

vibrant with vivacity for the ensuing twenty-four hours!(106) 

We must note that without his wealth, he would not have been able to cater 

for Apo’s needs. His affluence and constant communication with her is the 

reason he is obsessed with her and ironically, Apo likes being with him for 

his wealth. 

 Another character whose affluence speaks for is 002’s father. His 

father is a respectable man in the society and is decorated by the Vatican, 

“highest knighthood for exemplary life as a Christian leader and statesman, 

who everybody concluded that he already had a secure front row seat in 

heaven!”(213) Ironically, this man does not sleep in the same room with his 

wife nor does he eat any food cooked by her. This, unknown to the children 

has continued for twenty years as a result of advise and warning from a 

seer who forbade them from ever sharing the same room or meals. Witness 

002 exposes his father’s immoral act of marital infidelity when he tells the 

reader that his father frequently paid girls to accompany him on his regular 

trips out of town. He recruited them  

 to serve as “protocol officer in 002 father’s entourage! The 

eight days the girl was mysteriously absent from her school, 
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she was ministering to the insatiable needs of 002’s father, 

then on an official tour to three European countries” 

… 

“She was usually a university student or a working girl: 

young, pretty, single, willing to place her resources at the 

boss’s disposal, and capable of keeping her mouth shut 

thereafter. A new girl for each tour, ostensibly for security 

reasons, but more because the bigman loved variety”. (215) 

The above excerpt also shows to us that the “bigman” wants any girl at his 

disposal to satisfy him well sexually outside his legal spouse. The 

‘resources’ in the above excerpt is a euphemism for the totality of her body.  

The bigman’s affluence makes him a lover of variety, this is why for every 

tour there is a new girl willing to assuage his sexual thirst. He possesses the 

requisite material wealth and the affluence of office to be able to attract 

women to help him actualize his commitment to marital infidelity.  

 Ike artistically proves that the wheel of marital infidelity is heavily 

oiled by affluence, for where there is money, marital infidelity thrives. 

 

Quest for a Successor 

 In Africa, especially Nigeria, according to Chinyere Elele, “the birth 

of male children is still the source of pride and honour while that of female 

children is seen as failure”. This is true as it best explains the reason for the 

large number of children raised by most families in the quest to have male 

children. This longing has resulted in polygamy and marital infidelity in 

the hope that other women married into the home will give the desired son. 

In Nigeria today, the male child is cherished and is seen to be very 

important in order to carry on the family name in the patriarchal society. 

 In the novel, Chief Olabisi is portrayed as a very wealthy and famous 

man who attends the commission to seek solutions to his son’s 

misbehaviour even when he has provided him with all he needs. He says 

“it is my boy that brings me here, my lord, my only male issue” (8). He 

states how he gets his male issue after involving in polygamy. He says “I 
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have three wives”, because I need male sons to help me to run my business 

and take over from me when I die” (8). This statement is an excuse from 

him to explain why he engages in marital infidelity and polygamy. His first 

wife bears him four girls but because he wants a male child, he befriends a 

teacher at Ikorodu who bears him a male son and he marries her because of 

this. After waiting for six years and she is unable to conceive nor bear any 

other child, he visits a traditional priest who tells him that his first wife is a 

witch hence, she has sealed the womb of the second wife with her 

witchcraft. 

 Furthermore, he takes up another girl who happens to be his typist 

but she bears him three girls consecutively. Hence another visit to the 

“traditional doctor” who tells him that his second wife is responsible for 

this. With this brief story, we see how the chief in contrast with other 

characters indulges in marital infidelity in his quest for a successor. Chief 

Olabisi does not begin by marrying these women, he first indulges in extra-

marital affairs with them before engaging them in marriage. 

 

Conclusion  

This paper set out to identify and examine the causes of marital 

infidelity in Chukwuemeka Ike’s Our Children Are Coming. In the process, it 

was found that quest for power, pleasure and companionship, affluence 

and the quest for a successor account largely for the perpetuation of this 

social vice and family destroyer. In the analysis, human quest for power as 

a necessary weapon to control his or her environment pushes Mrs. Edo into 

marital infidelity with her lecturer, who helps her to acquire a Masters 

degree, which she expects would put her ahead of other women in her quest 

for recognition and power. It was also found that the quest for pleasure and 

companionship by the characters is also responsible for the sin of marital 

infidelity in the novel. Finally, the essay examines the issue of the quest for 

successors as a major cause of marital infidelity, noting that the African 

tradition of seeking male children to propagate the family name as well as 

inherit the family wealth accounts largely for this social vice. 



Icheke Journal of the Faculty of Humanities                                                                               www.ichekejournal.com 
 

Marriage Without Commitment              448 

Chukwuemeka Ike demonstrates his mastery of the art of good story telling 

with his vivid portrayal of a sexually corrupt society through his adroit use 

of language, character and incident. His style is novel as it presents the vices 

of the society through the direct voices as statements of the morally 

culpable or those who truly know before the panel. 
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