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Abstract 

This paper X-rays values education in Nigerian multicultural 

society. It discovered that it is not a core subject in our educational 

system. The paper also find out that all the values that form the basis 

of Nigerian education in her policy paper are on paper but not 

practical, which is blamable to curriculum planners that never 

consider the multicultural and religious nature of the country. 

Values education in Nigeria is taught along religious line without 

curriculum. All these challenges made it impossible for core values 

education subject which is hindering the development of the 

country. The paper recommended for core value education subject 

and curriculum that will be based on the multicultural and religious 

nature of the country for proper development. 

 

Introduction 

Background to the study 

Nigeria, a multi-cultural society is blessed with abundant mineral resources 

ranging from crude oil, coal, lime stone, iron ore and numerous others. She 

is also endowed with fertile arable land for agriculture (plants and animal 

production). Well, like most developing countries, Nigeria is not without 

challenges. But the major challenge facing the country is how to manage 

and co-ordinates these abundant mineral resources to better the life of her 
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teaming population. The attitudes of her leaders, elites, educated and in 

short, majority of her citizens towards their fellows and the image of the 

country are so disastrous that she is begging in the midst of plenty to 

survive. This shows the level of corruption in the land. Dumani cited 

Obasanjo (1991) for instance said that “corruption has been responsible for 

the instability of successive governments since the first republic. Every 

coup since then has been in the name of stamping out the disease called 

corruption”. Corruption in Nigeria has gone beyond the alarming stage into 

the fatal stage that no sector of the country is exempted, from the political 

sector, (electoral malpractices, Election rigging), to the economic sector, 

(contract inflation, abandonment of projects etc), and on the social sector, 

giving and taking bribes, etc. In short the country is soaked with corruption 

to the extent that it is not possible to experience development. Emphasis of 

majority Nigerians has shifted from progressive values such as courage, 

hard work, truthfulness, honesty, discipline, commitment, diligence, 

transparency, efficiency in community service, respect to fellow men, 

integrity, to mention a few, to stealing of public funds, disrespect for elders, 

embezzlement of public funds, getting rich by all means and so on which 

are all anti developmental to society and course to human relationship. 

 The greatest concern is the failure of her educational system which 

its objectives are formed on six core cardinal values as outlined by Amuele 

(2010:130) as:- 

- Respect for the worth and dignity of the individual. 

- Faith in man’s ability to make rational decision 

- Inculcation of moral and spiritual values in interpersonal and 

human relations 

- Sheared responsibility for the common good of society 

- Respect for the dignity of labour, and  

- Promotion of the emotional, physical and psychological health of all 

children. 

This failure is evident in the involvement of most of her educated citizens 

with certificates and degrees of various levels in corruption/crime related 
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cases. Ideri (2015) in his observation lamented that “many of the educated 

Nigerians with various classes of degree, found in private and public lives 

are involved in corruption, embezzlement of public funds, greed, 

selfishness, cheating, injustice, indiscipline, ritual killings, stealing, deviant 

behavious in educational institutions, kidnapping, armed robbery, suicide 

bombing, rigging of elections etc”. The situation has raised question on if 

the multi-cultural Nigerian societies have no values inherent in them, or 

does the multiple culture threw confusion into her citizens that right choice 

of values is impossible to make? It has as well raised doubts on the phrase 

“found worthy in character” which is one of the criteria in the awarding of 

certificates and degrees to the graduates of Nigerian higher institutions. 

Another doubt is also on the values pronounced in the National Policy on 

education since 1977 edition till date? One would therefore argue without 

contradiction that curriculum planners in Nigeria education system for 

long have sidelined the consideration of the multi-cultural nature of the 

country. This is because culture plays crucial role in the survival of any 

educational programs Ingels (1985:236) observed the importance of culture 

on the survival of educational programs thus  

It has become a common place of the curriculum development 

literature that programs, no matter how well conceived, will not 

wholly succeed without taking root in the community. While the 

school in a pluralistic society must stress the binding commonalities 

of national life, it is now seen that the local in particular must be 

honoured too.  

So culture, help in preservation of education, while education helps in 

sustenance of culture. Therefore this paper will analyze the concepts of 

education and value, and also look into the nature of values education, 

challenges of values education, values education and national 

development as well as recommendation for values education curriculum 

in Nigeria. 
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 Concept of Education 

Education as a concept is multi-facet in nature. This is because the idea has 

no universally accepted definitions. Philosophers have diverse opinion on 

what education is all about. This led to various definitions of the concept 

by various scholars. In supporting this, Peters (1967:1), asserted that 

“Education is a concept which is not very close to the simple quality; like 

‘horse’ which picks out an object, or like ‘running’ or ‘smiling’ which picks 

out observable occurrences”. Nwafor (2007) affirmed this and viewed the 

concept “as a chameleon” because of its dynamic nature; in responding to 

the needs and aspiration of a social milieu, especially with regard to the 

cultural values. 

Etymologically, education is derived from two Latin words: ‘Educare’ 

which means “to form” or ‘train’, John Lock and his fellow realist held this 

view. The second meaning of education is derived from “Educere” which 

means to “lead out”. This represents the view of idealist philosophers. 

These two words represent the two schools of philosophy. There is 

disagreement between these two words both in meaning and scope. For this 

reason, it may not be held firmly as the meaning of education most 

especially in this century. 

In contending, Osaat (2012) following Omordu (2011:82) lamented that 

“Conceptualizing education from the etymological point of view is not 

tenable as the two root words are not the same in meaning and scope. 

Education is more than training as well as leading out’ although, very 

controversial in nature”. Akinpelu (1988:176) concluded that “The concept 

of education is a vague one in that it applies to many activities and process”. 

What he means is that education constitutes of many activities. There is no 

one activity or process that is termed educational. 

Okoh (2003:13) outlined three ways of using the concept of education, they 

are; as a process, as a product and as discipline. According to him, 

“Education as a process is the activity of preserving, developing and 

transmitting the culture of a people from one generation to another”. This 

is in line with Nnyerere’s view as he perceived education as the process 
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whereby one generation passes on to the next its knowledge and wisdom. 

Education as a product refers to the “Change, whether overt or covert, 

implicit or explicit which education is to bring about”. Education as a 

discipline “…is a body of systematic and organized knowledge”. 

Aminigo and Nwaokugha (2013:20) following Fafunwa defined 

education as “…the process by which a young child or adult develops his 

abilities and other behavioral forms which are of positive or acceptable 

values to the society in which he lives”. Elechi (2015:59) cited castle, defined 

education as “the art of acquisition and utilization of knowledge”. Ololube 

(2010:1) viewed it as “…any act or experience that has a formative effect on 

the mind, character or physical ability of an individual”. To Okafor 

(1981:16), education is “…a process of acculturation through which the 

individual is helped to attain the development of his potentialities and their 

maximum activation when necessary according to right reason, and to 

achieve there his perfect self-fulfillment”. In any way one may view the 

concept, it must involves acquisition of knowledge and values that will 

change the character of the leaner, and this must reflect his society. This 

means that education produces perfect men that can make the society a 

better place. In my view, education can be defined as a systematic 

acquisition of knowledge and values through learning or experiences, 

which helps the leaner in harmonizing his reasonings and feelings for better 

society. 

 

Concept of Value  

The word “value” is a complex concept because of complex nature of man. 

Okoh (2003:78) clarified this thus “the word value has multiple and often 

complex interpretations. This is because values are usually understood 

which different socio-cultural contexts”. He further lamented that “values 

relate to persons, and persons are different and unique”. Anya (2010) 

quoted Nduka, defined values as “an enduring belief that a specific mode 

of conduct or end-state of existence is personally or socially preferable to an 

opposite or converse mode of conduct or end-state of existence”. 
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Yaqub (2010) in his paper titled values Education and governance in 

Nigeria. How could the country get the right balance? Defined values as 

“those positive ideals that societies hold on to very dearly and warmly”. 

Values is worth, merit or Esteem which we ascribe to a person, an object or 

idea (Bamisaiye 1989). Emenu (2015) cited venkataiah defined value as 

“something that has a price, something’s precious, dear and worthwhile, 

hence something one is ready to suffer and sacrifice for”. Ibekwe (2015) did 

not deviate from this definition as she defined values as “those objects that 

we cherish, appreciate, desire, want or need”. Looking at all the definitions 

above, there are similarities, for example cherish, desire, appreciate, dear, 

preferable. These are all qualities ascribes to values. This shows that values 

are importance objects, ideas, activities etc that man or a people deserved 

in every moment of life for better society.  

 

Concept of Multi-Culturalism 

Multi-culturalism is a concept that emanate from multi-ethnic which one 

may view as the numerical pluralism of culture nationwide. In this paper, 

it is the integration of different cultures with the aim of guaranteeing, 

enhancing and encouraging the growth of each at its pace. Anikpo (2012) 

viewed multiculturalism as “the process of integrating different cultural 

groups into a cooperating entity to ensure global harmony”. To Giroux 

(1992), it is creating, guaranteeing, and encouraging spaces within which 

different communities are able to grow at their space”. He further adds that 

it means “creating a public space in which these communities are able to 

interact, enrich the existing culture and create a new consensual culture in 

which they recognize reflections of their own”. Whichever way one may 

look at it, it is clearly integration of different cultures to form general 

accepted one in which each of the cultures enjoys equity. Education in this 

case serves as important tool for crossing boundaries for negotiations and 

for dialogue. 

 

 



Icheke Journal of the Faculty of Humanities                                                                               www.ichekejournal.com 
 

Values Education in Nigeria Multi-Cultural Society: Issues and Challenges                                                   343 

Origin and nature of values education in Nigeria 

Education per-se is as old as man, the only point to note is that each epoch 

in human’s life is accompanied with development or formulation of new 

events or ideas that suites the period. The indigenous Nigeria education 

which begins the history of education in the country’s history has its values 

that sustained various cultures then. In his definition of indigenous 

education, Amaele (2010:42) viewed it as “the acculturation of the 

individual members of the community to acquire the necessary skills and 

wisdom to survive in the environment without foreign interference while 

passing same from one generation to another”. Critical look at this 

definition above, one should know that each community members has their 

educational system. It was community based, yet there were rich cultural 

values of the people because it was formulated on their philosophical basis 

of life. Amaele (2010:43) following Fafunwa outlined seven cardinal aims of 

indigenous education which includes:- 

- To develop the learners physical skills. 

- To develop the child’s character 

- To develop intellectual skills 

- To inculcate respect for elders and those in authority 

- To acquire specific vocational training and develop healthy attitudes 

to honest labour, 

- To develop a sense of belonging and participate actively in family and 

community affairs, and  

- To understand, appreciate and promote the cultural heritage of the 

community as a whole. 

Looking at these aims of indigenous education as outlined by Fafunwa, 

three out of the seven emphasized greatly on moral values. This shows that 

the indigenous Nigerian education though was community based but laid 

great emphasis on morality. No wonder the people then lived together to 

form communities because everyone has the interest of his community, and 

follows the norms of his community, as well as occupies himself with a 
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trade or profession. So the education was functional in nature and anchored 

on sound moral foundation. 

 

Islamic Education in Nigeria 

Islamic education emanates from Islamic religion through Prophet 

Mohammed, son of Ibn Abdullah Ibn Abdul Multallib which history traced 

to 7th century AD. The religion is on articles of faith and five pillars which 

pilgrimage to Mecca, payment of Zakah (poor rate), Observation of fasting 

and so on are among the major elements in it. It is note worthy that Islam is 

known as religion of peace. This is an evidence in its greeting “peace be 

unto you” and the answer is “and also unto you”. In this religion as 

observed by Amaele (2010:48) “morality is taught as it is contained in the 

holy book. The education is geared towards the maintenance of stability, 

conformity, characterized by raising people who are versed in the tenets 

and practices of the religion”. This shows that moral education (value 

education) was religion based but not autonomous. Looking at all these, 

one could concludes that hence the country is multi-religion in nature, this 

system of moral teaching will not teach universal values that will bring 

peace to the entire Nigerians. 

 

Western Education  

The emergence of western education introduced different cultural structure 

and values system. These values and culture created by the western did not 

only affect the Muslim education but indigenous culture of Nigerians. 

Amaele (2010:49) lamented that “Both the Muslim communities and the 

indigenous peoples of Nigeria openly resisted the western culture. But they 

partially abandoned their resistance so as to fit themselves meaningfully 

into the new socio-economic order, which was created by the presence of 

the western economy”. Began in 1840’s with the missionary activities, the 

“aim of western education during the period and next decade was to 

produce people who would be of service to the members of the trinity of 

colonialism-the church, the government and the commercial firms (Ifemeje 
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1984:68). Education was not aimed at inculcating into Nigerians the cultural 

values that hold family ties, communalism, functionalism, etc which were 

original values that held the multi-ethnic Nigerian societies together but 

emphasis was on idea of individualism, thereby destroying the social order. 

Iheoma (1985:181) observes that  

The colonization of the African continent in the 19th 

century by European powers brought about fundamental 

social changes in traditional African societies. New 

structural arrangements and their concomitant values, 

many of them in direct conflict with African values, were 

imposed on traditional, political, economic, social and 

religion system. 

 The western education major target was completely to Europeanized 

Nigerians thereby tagged almost every indigenous culture as bad. Amaela 

observes that all the native names, customs, songs and dances, folklores, 

arts and marriage procedures were rejected. European values systems were 

in conflict with Nigerian traditional values rooted in their culture thereby 

putting the children in choice confusion. Moral values were pursued 

through Christian religion, and the indigenous values system with its moral 

principles rooted in the indigenous culture of the Nigerian people were 

jettisoned. Iheoma (1985:183) observed this thus “western education made 

possible the emergence of a new elite whose privileges created stratification 

far wider than anything traditional societies had known. Comparing these 

types of education, one would rightly argues that indigenous traditional 

education emphasized more on moral upbringing of children and more 

values inherent.   

 

Values education curriculum in a multi-cultural society 

Transmission of values in a multi-cultural society may not be seen as easy, 

but with careful planning and implementation, it could enhance values 

education. Differences associated with cultures should not only be 

acknowledged and tolerated but should also be encouraged fostered and 
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utilized. In his paper titled “globalization, multiculturalism and 

education”, Anikpo (2012) asserts thus; “our conception of 

multiculturalism refers more to the process of integrating different cultural 

groups into a cooperating entity to ensure national harmony”. Multi-

ethnicity encourages growth of the various ethnic cultures as well as 

extends progress, development and human relationship. Anikpo further 

quoted Giroux thus; 

Multiculturalism doesn’t simply mean numerical plurality of 

different cultures, but rather a community which is creating, 

guaranteeing, encouraging spaces within which different 

communities are able to grow at their pace. At the same time it 

means creating a public space in which these communities are able 

to interact, enrich the existing culture and create a new 

consensual culture in which they recognize reflections of their 

own identity.  

These ethnic groups with their peculiar culture and values have existed in 

exclusive identities for several centuries. It is wise that through achieving 

uniform values education curriculum, the boundaries that separated them 

could be broken down to achieve national unity. Multi-culture is a 

developmental journey through which an individual enhances knowledge 

and skills about different cultures so that he/she can feel comfortable in any 

situation and can communicate effectively with other individuals from any 

culture. This requires educational system that should be able to create unity 

in diversity.  

 

Backs (1972:62). Outlined four importance of multiculturalism and they are 

as follows:- 

 A human sub-group of this kind may provide a sense of belonging of 

kinship, of acceptance, that is essential to a person’s confidence and 

psychological security. 
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 Such a group may give individual opportunities for intimate 

relationship and personal social learning that he would not otherwise 

have. 

 Such a group may cater to the peculiar temperament, tastes, ambitious 

and life styles of a particular individual. 

 The existence of such groups in a country is an advantage to all, 

providing richness of culture, different social and economic 

experiments, different points of view, and a variety of sources of 

pleasure, which can increasingly be utilized as travel, communication 

and trade facilities are improved from the foregoing. 

Multi-culturalism is not a threat to values education curriculum if well 

managed and organized. Recognition of the values of each cultural group 

and integrating them into educational system in such a way that all the 

groups will have a say in the system will go a long way in promoting unity 

through value education of multi-ethnicity. 

 

In planning value education curriculum for multi ethnic society, Becks 

outlined the followings for consideration: 

- Recognizing in general and in particular cases, the values of the 

various ethnic groups. 

- Give members of each group considerable power over their own 

destiny so that they can sort out what is valuable and what is not in 

their own way of life. 

- Avoidance of monopolistic business and Organizational 

arrangements that subtly erode valuable differences. 

- Ensure genuine, sensitive communications between each ethnic group 

so that people will have an opportunity to understand and benefit 

from their differences and thus develop positive attitudes towards 

them. 

- Increase tolerance and concern for others through an adequate 

publicity and symposiums for unity and progress. 
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- Analyzing each ethnic value to discover the similarities and 

differences as well as those that can hinder or enhance the 

development of value education in a multi-ethnic society. 

 

If all the above mentioned points are well planned, multiculturalism 

enhances sound values education curriculum as it rejects the imposition of 

an ethnic culture into the majority culture. 

However a comparison of education across ethnic groups will reveal that 

multiculturalism does not hinder education but only provides a 

background for a type of education which, if indentified will not only make 

it unique, but will also facilitates its smooth run of course “for instance, the 

multi-cultural approaches in Canada is a product of her sociological 

diversity. 

 

Challenges of values education in Nigeria 

Christianity and evangelism dominated the goal and aim of early western 

schools. This lead to non consideration of Nigeria environment and culture, 

the program aimed at capturing and refining the converts and pupils to the 

taste of the westerner. Unfortunately the problem of the country was not 

aimed to be solved through this type of education. Then the culture and 

education were not directed towards the same direction but different 

directions, so the challenges facing moral education in Nigeria are:- 

1. Absence of curriculum for values education: One need not be told 

therefore whether value education have a curriculum or not. The 

curriculum was defined by Kosemani and Orubite (2003:36) for the first 

schools which were mainly Christian was mostly the 4RS. According to 

them; “the curriculum of the early Christian schools in Nigeria 

included mostly the 4RS: reading, writing, arithmetic and religion. The 

Bible was the basic text and education was seen primarily as an aid to 

evangelization”. 

2. Lack of methodology: Another challenge of values education in 

Nigeria is lack of methodology. It is worthy of note that since religious 
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and instructions took up the teaching of values, their methods were 

also considered for value instruction. Iheoma (1999:188) explains the 

method employed by instructors occasionally thus; 

With regard to methods, since value instructions were part 

and parcel of religious education, the dominant method was to 

teach values through reading and studying of the Bible and 

other religious literature. Occasionally, values education per 

se was also given through non-religious literature and 

discipline such as history, literature, science and mathematics.  

Therefore, values education suffered for lack of methodology. 

3. Cultural challenges: Generally speaking, education is supposed to 

focus on what should be called “shared cultural values of society, 

including notions of a common history, common political and 

economic attitudes, common language and common vision for the 

future”. Moreso, the prevailing climate of cultural relativism and the 

super-imposition of Western Culture on the Nigeria society further 

compounds the problem of values education of the country.  

4. Capitalistic Tendencies: Another challenge of values education is the 

capitalistic tendencies, because Nigeria has witnessed a shift from the 

traditional humanism and communalism to western materialism and 

individualism, this made profits possible for few individuals, greed 

and selfishness as against the concern for the satisfaction and happiness 

of the vast majority of people. Wokocha (1991:61) cited Nduka that; 

Society whose economic and social affairs are so 

organized as to promote cut-throat capitalism and 

commercialism exhibitionists materialism, elitism and 

the like is unlikely to provide the appropriate value 

climate for learning such values as cooperativeness, 

concern for others and moderation, much less is it likely 

to promote the spirit of service and the virtue of sacrifice 

for the common good. 
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5. Changes in Value System: The promotion of social welfare, co-

operative, common wealth, justice and the spirit of altruism were 

common practices among traditional Nigeria societies. Injustice was 

highly resisted by eliminating social inequalities, which is the root of 

poverty. This period witnessed the type of social practice, which in 

itself was an embodiment of moral life. The practice gave room for the 

spirit of oneness, feeling for the wellbeing of others and forgiveness 

among members of the society; these are the basic principles of values 

education. The greatest problem of the present day Nigeria is the shift 

from morality to a period of moral decadency, where materialism is 

celebrated at the expense of good moral values, hence the present 

dilemma in our political and developmental efforts. 

6. What Value System should be taught? The problem of what value 

system should be taught, is as a result of Nigeria peculiar nature as a 

multi-ethnic group, since the value system of the people is expected to 

form the curriculum, what ethnic groups value system should be used 

to teach values education? This point does not constitute much of a 

problem because there are generally acceptable values earlier stated in 

this work that could be a starting point for the teaching of values 

education. 

 

Values Education and National Development: Development in human 

society is many sided. Some views it as increased in human capita; some 

also sees it in terms of infrastructure, while others regard development as 

higher percentage of export of goods and services. This view is in line with 

Rodney (1972:1) when he said that “Development in human society is a 

many-sided process. At the level of the individual, it implies increased skill 

and capacity, greater freedom, creativity, self-discipline, responsibility and 

material well- being”. To achieve any of these personal indices depends 

greatly on the nature of the society as a whole. Society is made up of people, 

and when the people collectively work towards the achievement of these 

indices mentioned above, such society is moving towards development. 
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The knowledge and practice of what constitutes positive moral values is 

the foundation of development. It is based on this that Omoregbe (2010:147) 

put it thus  

For, we cannot talk of the development of a country if its citizens 

are morally undeveloped and immature. The moral development 

of its citizens must precede other aspects of development 

otherwise the process of development would be obstructed by the 

immorality of the citizens.  

It implies further from the foregoing that when the citizens of a country 

shows high moral standard, the nation is experiencing national 

development. It can therefore be inferred from the above that National 

development is synonymous with the moral development of citizens. In 

confirmation of this Omoregbe (2010:148) asked the following questions:- 

“How can there be development in a country where egoism prevails? How 

can there be development in a country where public funds intended for 

developmental projects are diverted into private and selfish ends?”  

If this position is confirmed, it means that wherever there is development, 

there must be values education. Seers (1992:98) confirmed this position in 

his definition of development thus:-  

  Development should therefore be perceived as a multi-

dimensional process involving the organization and 

orientation of the entire economic and social systems. 

In addition to improvements in incomes and output; it 

typically involves radical changes in institutional 

social and administrative structures as well as in 

popular attitudes and sometimes even customs and 

beliefs. 

 From these observations, it is clear that the underdevelopment that Nigeria 

is facing is due to her citizen’s immature moral character. This is evidence 

in every sector and part of the country.  

 



Icheke Journal of the Faculty of Humanities                                                                               www.ichekejournal.com 
 

Values Education in Nigeria Multi-Cultural Society: Issues and Challenges                                                   352 

Regional crises such as Niger Delta militant problem which led to the 

abandonment of east west road by Julius Begger, Warri bomb blast 

sometimes ago which dispersed stake holders meeting, kidnapping of over 

200 Chibok girls students in 2014, kidnapping of over 100 Dapchy girls by 

herds men 2018, the Plateau State Masaker in which over three hundred 

persons lost their lives, the 2010 eagle square bomb blast, the 2011 political 

crises just mention but a few. This means that any where there is 

underdevelopment the people are corrupt. There is corruption because the 

people are underdeveloped. As development is synonymous with right 

moral values, so underdevelopment is with corruption.  

 

Conclusion 

Education in Nigeria cannot be devoid of values of the society, else it would 

be useless. Schools functions as an institution for values training or for the 

corrections of society undesirable moral values. This is because education 

without high level of moral values is dangerous to society as it will produce 

intellectual giants and moral dwarfs’ individuals. This type of education 

cannot bring about the deserved national development that Nigeria is 

looking for. The philosophy of Nigeria education should be practically 

oriented than mere paper document without implementation as to ensure 

that all its objectives are followed to logical conclusion. Therefore, 

curriculum planners should emphasis more on the multi-cultural nature of 

Nigeria, and teach the moral values inherent in these cultures.  
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