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Abstract 
The awareness of the fast rate of the disappearance of local languages is becoming 
an issue of major global concern. Most locally spoken languages are experiencing 
mass extinction due to globalization. The extinction rate of these local languages 
according to predictions by experts is put at between 50 to 90% of the world’s 7000 
languages by the end of the 21st century. Local languages according to popular 
opinion are the pillars of cultural diversity and heritage. Virtually all the major 
aspects of human culture and heritage from kingship classification to religious 
believes, mode of worship, dress codes and patterns, vocation and career choices, 
means of livelihood, standard of living, survival, child’s upbringing, social 
interaction and relationships etc. are dependent on language for its transmission 
from one generation to the other. This paper focuses primarily on the implication 
of the rapid loss of local languages which are attributed to the fallouts of 
globalization. It also reviews the large human and social costs associated with the 
truncation of the transmission of culture, heritage, knowledge and expertise that 
accompanies the extinction of local languages. Maintaining the world’s locally 
spoken languages is one of the huge strategies for heritage and cultural survival 
which provides indispensable support for the well-being and resilience of the 
preservation of the world’s legacies. 

 
Introduction 

Globalization is the process by which regional economies, societies and cultures became 
integrated through global trends or networks such as communication, transportation and 
commerce etc. Globalization can be described as a social process “characterized by the 
existence of a global economic, political, cultural, linguistic and environmental 
interconnectivity and flows that dismantles current existing borders and boundaries 
(Steger 2003). It is not as recent a phenomenon as we were meant to believe by the 
economists, but rather the concept of globalization has without doubts operated in faster 
and more complex ways since the late 1980s’.  
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Steven Egbo described the word globalization as a term used to describe the 
comprehensive emergence of a global society in which economics, political, environmental 
and cultural events in one part of the world has an immediate simultaneous significant 
effect on the people in the other parts of the world, (Steven Egbo 2012).   
 
Globalization is the results and fall outs of advances and the introduction of new 
technology, trends and innovations in communication, commerce, transport and to a very 
large extent information technologies. It is the growing linkages in Economics, Politics, 
Technology and Cultural ties that connect individuals, communities, businesses and 
governments around the world. Globalization also involves the growth of transnational 
corporation or International Corporation, and business that produces or distributes 
products or services in one or more foreign countries by establishing a branch or affiliate 
there. These companies are also called multinational corporations (businesses that have 
operations or investments in many countries), operate and function in a global 
marketplace. In this era of globalization international institutions that oversee world trade 
and finance play a very important role in regulating global trade and finance. (William K 
Tabb 2006). 
 
The most striking evidence of globalization is the increase in trade and the movement of 
capital (stocks, bonds, currencies, and other investments). From 1950 to 2001 the volume of 
world exports rose 20 times. By 2001 global trade amounted to a quarter of all the goods 
and services produced in the world. In the early 1970s, only $10 billion to $20 billion of  
 
the worth of national currencies was exchanged daily in form of capital for financing 
business, trade and other activities around the world. But by the early part of the 21st 
century more than $1.5 trillion worth foreign currencies were exchanged on a daily bases 
to support the expanding levels of commerce and investment worldwide. Large volumes 
of currency exchange were also made as investors speculated on whether the value of 
particular currencies might go up or down.  
 
The current globalization trend was aided and shaped by three key institutions the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF), the World Bank, and the World Trade Organization 
(WTO). All these institutions trace the origin of globalization to the end of World War II 
(1939-1945) when the United States and the United Kingdom decided to set up new 
institutions and rules to regulate and guide the global economy. The 1944 Bretton Woods 
Conference in New Hampshire midwifed the resolution between the United Kingdom, 
United States and other countries of the world that created the IMF to help stabilize world 
currency markets, Global Finance, International Trade and Investment. The resolution also 
brought about the creation of the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development 
(IBRD) to help finance the rebuilding of Europe after World War II, (Richard C. Longworth 
1998). 
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Despite the fact that most people continue to live as citizens of one country, they were 
cultural, materially and psychologically engagements between their lifestyles and that of 
people in other countries as were never before. Events in one country often have an instant 
and significant impact on our lives, thus removing the boundaries in our personal worlds, 
common items in our everyday lives are products of globalization. The most existing 
evidence of globalization is the increase in trade and the movement of capital (stocks, 
bonds, currencies, and other investments). From 1950 to 2001 the volume of world/exports 
and grew by more than 100%. By 2001 world trade amounted to 25% of all the goods and 
services produced in the world. With regards capital currency exchange, in the early 1970s, 
between $10 billion to $20 billion in national currencies were exchanged daily. But by early 
part of the 21st century more than $1.5 trillion worth of foreign were exchanged daily to 
sustain the expanding level of commerce, trade and foreign investments worldwide. Large 
volumes of foreign exchange transactions were made daily as investors speculated on the 
fluctuation and raise in the value of a particular currency, (Tabb and Willian K 2008). 
 
In other to sustain this increase in the volume of foreign trade and commerce both the 
buyers and sellers came to various terms and agreements as ways of making these trades 
and investments hit free. These terms and agreement were tied to understanding each 
other through both verbal and written communication. The major vehicle of enhanced 
communication as it were was a universally accepted language which can be 
comprehended and understood by all the parties involved in the trade. 
Globalization has both negative and positive aspects. Among the negative aspects are the 
rapid spread of diseases, illicit drugs, crime, terrorism, uncontrolled migration and the 
extinction of local langue. Among the positive aspects of globalization are the sharing of 
basic knowledge, technology, investments, resources, ethical, values and improved social 
interactions and interpersonal relationships etc.  
 
Language 
The system of words or signs that people use to express thoughts and feelings to each other 
is known as language. It is a system of human expression used and understood by a 
particular group of people, (Merriam Webster Dictionary, 2010). 
 
Language is the principal means used by human beings to communicate with one another. 
Language is primarily spoken, although it can be transferred to other media, such as 
writing. If the spoken means of communication is unavailable, as may be the case among 
the deaf, visual means such as sign language can be used. A prominent characteristic of 
language is that the relation between a linguistic sign and its meaning is arbitrary: There 
is no reason other than convention among speakers of English that a dog should be called 
dog, and indeed other languages have different names for things. Language can be used to 
discuss a wide range of topics, (Bernard Comrie 2009).  
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Language is absolutely at the core of culture and of human experience, this because often 
the speakers of these local languages are more eloquent in expressing the language. 
Accordingly, language is a part of who you are. It's your breath that you breathe. Without 
your language, you may as well be dead. “These types of statements are very powerful. 
Language informs how you view the world. Language is the entire universes of thought 
and of human genius. Languages are the true monuments of human culture. People would 
be outraged if the pyramids of language were demolished, but languages are even greater 
in terms of their monumental nature, (monuments to human genius). They're much more 
ancient and they're much more complex than anything we've built with our hands, (Nora 
Vasquez 2005). 
 
Many of the world's languages face a serious risk of extinction. As the world becomes more 
connected, language diversity is plummeting at an unprecedented rate. According to 
estimates by the endangered language project, about forty per cent of the world’s 7000 
languages are at the risk of disappearing. This trend is linked to the economic globalization 
as suggested by the recent publication of the Royal Society B. The impact of the 
intertwining global economics on language diversity has been suggested for years by 
linguistics like Lenore Grenoble at the University of Chicago. This argument has been 
going on since the 70s when Herbert Schiller proposed the hotly debated theory of Cultural 
Imperialism which suggested that economically powerful nations hold immense cultural 
sway over weaker countries that they infiltrate. However, the connections have never been 
fully quantified until now according to researchers, (Herbert Schiller 2005). 
 
The dominating effect of a single socioeconomic factor, “GDP per capita” on speaker 
growth rate suggests that economic growth and globalization are primary drivers of recent 
language speaker declines (mainly since the 1970s onwards), this is also associated with 
political and educational developments and globalized socioeconomic dynamics. Recent 
researches on local language extinction established a set of endangered languages by 
accounting for several factors based on the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species, which 
outlines symptoms of endangerment as small speaker population sizes, rapid declines in 
speaker numbers, and small geographic range. After crunching the numbers using data 
culled from the Ethnologue, an authoritative source for basic information about the world's 
languages, the researchers concluded that 25 per cent of the world's languages are in 
immediate danger of disappearing. Threatened languages were numerous in economically 
developed regions, like North America, Europe, and Australia, and regions experiencing 
economic growth, according to the researchers. Though they tested for relationships 
between the danger of extinction and multiple environmental factors, including 
precipitation, temperature, and elevation, GDP per capita was the factor most tightly 
correlated with languages that at risk of extinction. 
 
These findings highlight the contrasting status of threatened languages within 
economically developed and developing regions,” the researchers wrote. "Economically 
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developed regions, such as North America and Australia, have already experienced many 
language extinctions, most probably due to the negative impact of economic, and 
associated political and educational, developments, (Rahul Goswami 2003). 
 
Trends of Globalization 
The increasing mobility of people, goods, and information has driven a powerful trend 
toward cultural uniformity and the extinction of local languages. But languages that have 
young people, business, and government on their side are alive and thriving. Globalized 
economics and media are changing the face of the culture around the globe, reducing the 
number of languages that humans speak. As the world economy becomes more integrated, 
a common tongue has become more important than ever to promote commerce, and that 
puts speakers of regional dialects and minority languages at a distinct disadvantage. In 
addition, telecommunications has pressured languages to become more standardized, 
further squeezing local variations of language. 
 
Most analysts believe the global economy is the result of several reinforcing trends, which 
have only recently come fully into view. Taken together, these trends are creating 
increasingly open and unfettered markets that stretch around the globe. 
 
One trend is the emergence of instant global communications, made possible by 
technological breakthroughs such as the semiconductor and the communications satellite. 
The ability to send messages around the world in a split second enables corporations to 
manage far-flung operations and currency traders to make their trades anywhere, anytime. 
Communications technology literally makes the global corporation and global markets 
possible. 
 
A second trend is the wave of deregulation, which began in the late 1970s and weakened 
the control of national governments over economic activity. Governments once controlled 
the flow of currencies, held corporations to stern labour laws, and limited imports through 
tariffs and quotas. Most of these rules and regulations and many others have now been 
dismantled or weakened to enable markets to function more freely. 
 
A third trend is the growth of enormous global capital markets, the first of which emerged 
in the early 1970s when the Bretton Woods system of fixed currencies collapsed. After the 
Bretton Woods Conference in 1944, all national currencies were assigned a fixed exchange 
rate against the United States dollar, which was backed by gold. When the Bretton Woods 
system broke down in 1973, currencies began to “float” against each other in other words, 
they were worth only what the market said they were worth at any given moment. 
Suddenly, there were vast profits to be made by speculating on the market value of 
currencies, and so the great global capital markets linked by instantaneous global 
communications were born. The global economy is far from complete. It is still much easier 
to do business between Illinois and California, for example than between the United States 
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and Poland or between the United States and Japan. All countries have some limits on 
trade and foreign investment. If jobs can move from country to country and people seldom 
do. Even in this mobile age, only about 2% of the world's population lives outside its own 
country and most of these people are refugees, not workers chasing jobs. What will happen 
if these development increases say by 8% (Bryan, Lowell and Farrell 1996). 
 
Language and Culture 
The death of a language is likely to be felt most acutely by the people for whom the 
language is ancestral, but the loss has profound implications for the larger world as well. 
For an indigenous people, the death of a native tongue can be experienced as a crushing 
loss of cultural identity, because language is one of the most obvious means of expressing 
one’s association with the group. In addition, oral histories passed on in a certain language. 
Language provides the foundation for the unique worldview of a people, and losing the 
language usually means losing the worldview as well. Entire histories may be lost when 
oral traditions die. The sounds, rhythms, and poetry that made the language unique may 
be gone forever, (Doug Whalen and K. David Harrison 2009). 
 
From a larger perspective, the loss of a language is incremental, much as with the 
disappearance of an animal species. Will humanity be able to carry on with one language 
fewer? Surely so, but the world’s cultural diversity will be diminished and made less rich. 
If languages are windows to the mind, then there is one less pane to look through. 
Important clues to human history are buried in languages. The origin and dispersal of 
modern humans is a hotly debated topic among anthropologists. Some of the most 
interesting data in this debate come from reconstructing the family tree of languages 
scattered across the world. The relationships among languages are still poorly understood, 
but they have yielded key insights into language evolution and early human migration. 
For example, they suggest that human language began about 100,000 years ago with a 
single language. This theory is called monogenesis. Many linguists believe the first 
language developed in East Africa and gradually spread northward to Asia and then to 
other parts of the world. As humans migrated, this language began diverging into a wide 
variety of distinct languages. By constructing a family tree of languages, scientists can shed 
light on the historical movement of peoples. However, many important relationships 
among migrating human populations may never be known because key languages and 
cultures have disappeared. 
 
Valuable knowledge about the natural environment is often captured in local languages. 
Scientists looking for medicinal plants have learned that the native names for various 
species can be helpful in determining which plants might yield useful substances. For 
example, the Khanty, a seminomadic people living near the Ural Mountains in western 
Siberia, know the names and medicinal purposes of many species of mushrooms and tree 
fungi that grow only in this region. The Khanty have shared some of this knowledge with 
scientists, and the mushrooms have yielded useful medicines. 
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Ideas and attitudes are expressed differently in different languages, and the act of 
borrowing from one language to another helps people develop new ways of looking at the 
world. In the Siberian language of Tuvan, for example, snakes are called “groundfish,” 
suggesting that snakes are similar to fish but do not live in water. No such connection is 
made in the English language. In another example from Tuvan, a 14-year old person is not 
described as “14 years old,” as in English, but as “fifteen.” This expression, which may 
strike English speakers as strange, turns a number into a verb to refer to the next age a 
person will be, (Encarta Yearbook, March 1999) 
 
The English language is continually enriched by borrowing non-English words for 
concepts that lack specific English names. The Spanish word machismo, for example, is 
widely used to mean “an exaggerated display of masculinity.” In addition to adopting 
existing words, English speakers sometimes borrow ways of creating words or phrases 
from other languages. For example, one might say “pizza-schmizza” to show disdain for 
pizza using a word-formation rule borrowed from Yiddish, a now endangered language. 
Languages differ in the sounds they use, and some sounds are spoken in very few 
languages. The Khoisan languages of southern Africa, for example, appear to be the only 
languages that use clicks as everyday speech sounds. In English, such sounds are used for 
showing disapproval the tsk tsk sound but they are not a part of the language. This unique 
form of speech could disappear forever if the few existing languages that use clicks vanish. 
Perhaps the most important loss that occurs as languages die is the native right to choose 
which language to speak. Some groups of people may decide they want to use a majority 
language to better their circumstances. However, many groups do not have this choice; 
they are forced to speak a majority language because their original languages are rapidly 
dying off or becoming moribund. For this reason, many people are working to preserve 
endangered languages. 
 
Globalization and Extinction of Local Languages 
Efforts to prevent this cultural loss are severely constrained by a poor understanding of 
the geographical patterns and drivers of extinction risk of local languages. Quantification 
of the global distribution of local language extinction risk is represented by the small range 
and speaker population sizes, rapid declines in the number of speakers are identified as 
the underlying environmental and socioeconomic drivers of local language extinction. 
Studies show that both small range and speaker population sizes are associated with rapid 
declines in speaker numbers, causing 25% of existing languages to be threatened based on 
criteria used for species. Language range and population sizes are small in tropical and 
arctic regions, particularly in areas with high rainfall, high topographic heterogeneity and 
or rapidly growing human populations. By contrast, recent speaker declines have mainly 
occurred at high latitudes and are strongly linked to high economic growth and 
globalization. Threatened languages are numerous in the tropics, the Himalayas and 
northwestern North America. These results indicate that small-population languages 
remaining in economically developed regions are seriously threatened by continued 
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speaker declines. However, risks of future language losses are especially high in the tropics 
and in the Himalayas, as these regions harbour many small-population languages and are 
undergoing rapid economic growth. 
 
Currently, there are several thousand languages on the planet and that many of those will 
be gone within the next century. People are typically surprised when they hear about this, 
then their next reaction is "Why didn't I know this before?" The best scientific estimates say 
that at least half of the world's languages are endangered and many could vanish in the 
coming decades or in the current century but it is a little difficult to predict the exact pace 
at which these languages will disappear, (Doug Whalen and K. David Harrison 2009). 
 
One of the reasons for the disappearance of these local languages is that although you do 
have isolated cases of few speakers of these languages most people even in the local 
communities often unconsciously communicate with one another with the commonly 
accepted global language. What is more typical is that as languages near extinction, they 
undergo a process of invisiblization because the speakers are elderly. They live in 
households where the language isn't used or spoken and maybe even members of their 
own family might not be aware that they speak the language. They don't converse in it on 
a daily basis. They may be isolated, living in separate households or villages from other 
speakers. And so the language falls silent and becomes invisiblized before it actually goes 
extinct. That means that it's very hard to pinpoint the exact moment when the language 
goes extinct. It just sorts of evaporates slowly and, upon the passing of these people, it just 
disappears, (Daniel Nettle & Suzanne Romaine 2018). 
 
The rapid rate at which local languages disappear is astonishing. It is frightening if we care 
about knowledge, culture, sustainability, heritage and survival instincts inherent in 
langue. Beyond isolated, disconnected remote communities, what causes the 
disappearance of a language? Is it simply globalization and the survival of the fittest? 
(Salikoko S Mufuwene 2018). 
 
Languages become extinct for many reasons, but the main reason which you could put 
under this heading is globalization. Globalization implies that there are very strong 
economic and social pressures against local languages. Communities, speakers essentially 
abandon local languages because they are forced to do so. They're pressured into it. They 
come to believe that based on more dominant cultures, that their language is obsolete, 
backwards and not suited for the modern world or that the only way to advance is to 
switch over entirely to global languages. The irony is that that's simply not true. Nobody 
has to give up one language in order to speak another. 
People who speak more than one language find it very appalling. If they are told that they 
are going to wake up tomorrow and become monolingual, which of the languages that 
they currently speak would they be willing to sacrifice for the sake of progress? As a 
speaker of French and English, they would find it absurd. It's even more absurd if they 
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speak, Cree and English. We shouldn't be telling our children that you have to give up 
your heritage language in order to progress. In fact, kids will be smarter if they are 
bilingual or multilingual, (Hage’ge and Maffi 2015). 
 
Most of the world's languages are not written. Writing is a relatively late technology and 
it's not an essential technology in terms of languages. A language doesn't need a writing 
system to exist as a full-fledged language in all of its richness. Writing does have certain 
benefits and allows you to transmit ideas more broadly and keep them around longer. But 
oral cultures also have certain advantages that may be hidden to us because we come from 
literate cultures and we can't appreciate the extra sort of cognitive richness of an oral 
language. Most languages have never been documented, there are no dictionary or book 
or recording or archive anywhere where you can go to hear those languages. You can only 
hear them from the mouths of speakers, (Greg Anderson 2010).  
 
Anybody who speaks two languages knows that you find things that just aren't 
translatable directly. There are certain concepts, certain ways of thinking about the world. 
You experience a gap or a loss if you try to render it directly in the other language. People 
who are monolingual and who haven't experienced that moment of frustration would say 
let's look at all the rich systems of knowledge where we can demonstrate that indigenous 
people know more about their ecosystem than scientists know about it. The Siberians have 
an amazing system for classifying reindeer developed by the Tofa people of Siberia. They 
have a four-dimensional matrix; every reindeer can be classified by age, sex, ease of riding 
and fertility. And it's a highly complex system. It's a technology that has allowed them to 
survive and to thrive in one of the harshest environments on earth and it isn't directly 
translatable. They don't have words for all these things in Russian or in English and so 
when they shift to a global language rapidly under pressure, they lose this knowledge and 
it erodes, (Krauss 2015). 
 
The world is losing knowledge about medicinal plants, about marine ecosystems, about 
crops like rice of which there are more than one hundred and twenty thousand varieties, 
many of them are only known by indigenous people. They're losing this intellectual 
patrimony. Not to mention the historical information, the mythology, creation myths etc. 
These are amazing things that have never been written down and don't exist in books 
anywhere. 
 
It seems to be harder for people to grasp this scale of loss than it is when a section of the 
Amazon forest is cleared and cut we will understand that species of plants that we don't 
even know they exist are going to disappear.  We are losing lots of stuff and the fact that 
science doesn't know those species doesn't mean that humans don't know about them, 
(Nora Vasquez, 2000) 
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Indigenous people are the experts on their ecosystems and it's very, very common to have 
this kind of false discovery paradigm when a team of North American scientists will go 
into Venezuela or New Guinea and then they'll issue a press release saying "We discovered 
six new species of birds" and so on. What they didn't typically do on these expeditions is 
sit down and speak to the local indigenous people in their own language and say "Why 
don't you tell us what you know about the birds and the fish and the plants in your 
habitat?" The scientists who have done that have been awestruck at the complexity of 
knowledge. They often had more sophisticated and more fine-grained systems for 
classifying birds, for example, than we have in our Western scientific taxonomy. So there 
are many, many cases like that where local people know more about their ecosystem than 
science does. Northern people have incredibly sophisticated knowledge of ice and water 
patterns and migration patterns and in an era of global warming, this is of critical 
importance. So we have what is called the "triple threat" of extinction, we have ecosystems 
and species in collapse, we have languages in collapse, and we have the knowledge 
systems about those ecosystems which are contained in the languages also in collapse, 
(Daniel Nettle & Suzanne Romaine 2018). 
 
Most of these last speakers or the remaining speakers are aware that when they pass away 
so does their language, and they have great feelings which they express more eloquently 
than can possibly be expressed as the oppression of their languages and the failure to 
transmit them and in some cases, the disinterest or the disdain of the younger generation. 
 
Conclusion 
In parallel with the language extinction crisis, there is this incredibly vibrant, exciting 
grassroots movement worldwide for language revitalization in many of these very small 
language communities, including ones all across Canada, North America and Africa etc. 
As economic power grows, the arguments in favour of the preservation of local languages 
go, so also do opportunities to leverage the influence of globalization in bending cultural 
institutions to the will of the dominant group. Language, indeed, is a particularly salient 
domain of culture that appears to be intimately tied to economic power. With reference to 
recent researches on globalization and the extinction of local languages. Extinction of local 
languages is also associated with political, economic and educational" developments. 
Unfortunately, it is unclear as to how exactly culture can be preserved in the face of 
economic domination in a particular region. The only thing that is certain, is that 
preservation efforts should be focused on risk areas experiencing rapid economic growth. 
The price of not doing so would be the loss of important cultural knowledge, traded for 
economic prosperity. 
 
It's not a foregone conclusion that just because languages are on a downward trend that 
all small languages must go extinct or that the trend cannot be reversed with the kind of 
efforts we're now seeing in grassroots communities to preserve these local languages. 
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