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Abstract 
It is bad not to account for funds left in one’s care, just as it is to benefit from and 

to provide sanctuary for illegal money. A public official may not want to deny 

himself what he or she thinks is an opportunity. People are disinclined to imbibing 

the qualities that would make them work virtually for society. With Covid-19 

outbreak in Nigeria, government and its personnel no longer needed complicated 

ways of converting public funds to private ones. The development reveals the 

complexities of the postcolonial state and how it promotes the dominance of one 

group over another. Some ethnicities, especially the minorities, were left out in the 

distribution of Covid-19 relief materials. Response to distress during the 

Coronavirus pandemic was reduced to a village affair. This essay, an undertaking 

in the literary discourse of compassionate realism, highlights these issues and 

explores ways of tackling the problems. The finding is that money should not be 

left in the hands of government. It recommends that the colonial structures upon 

which these acts thrive must be dismantled. The foundations of the law of the 

modern state can be reinforced in line with the cultural practices in relevant 

societies. This will make the laws stronger. Clearly, most of the materials needed 

for this undertaking are found in newspapers and related literatures like books on 

corruption.  
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1.0 Introduction  

It is dishonorable to conduct oneself inappropriately in the political position of 

responsibility. This is corruption, which is using instruments of power for personal gains 

or for political or social ends in discharging one’s duties. The setting of prices for 

appointments and the illegal and immoral disbursement of national resources contrary to 

ethical rules count as corruption. A person who normally thinks less of the losses the public 

might incur as a result of his self-interest will not be disposed to moral discharge of his 

duties. Doing otherwise will amount to defying our natural instinct to indulge our feelings. 

Corruption is like a betrayal and thrives where the democratic institutions are not strong. 

Corruption should not be expected always to not have positive value, according to some 
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commentators. Bribe, they say, for instance, may be a token given as a form of appreciation 

for a favor. This is especially when the profit might be staggering. It is even more 

reasonable when both parties have prior knowledge of the financial gains involved (Peters 

1252-1260). 

 

Corruption in Nigeria is one of the fallouts of modernization. A country’s cultural ways, 

political experiences and political systems determine the type of corruption prevalent in 

that country. Corruption plays a role in keeping people poor and in making cost of living 

to be high. It is linked to unemployment. It makes use of public services prohibitive, as 

money meant for projects make decision makers and their families and friends wealthier. 

Colonialism “had bound the destiny of the continent with that of other worlds. This is 

coupled with the fact that there is an “internationalization of the market” (Appiah 661). 

The colonial economies produced avenues for corrupt enrichment of new elites. The post-

independence elite stole, bribed and looted their countries, thereby fortifying their 

positions. What emerged in Nigeria following colonialism has been terrifying (Lindfors 22-

24). Colonialism brought disorder to the cultural ways of Africans. It left Africans with 

what Homi Bhabha terms colonial mimicry. The African in power became a replica of the 

colonialist. This was the goal of the colonial experience, whose other aim was the mimicry 

of presence. Mimicry of presence, Bhabha says, was the “Siminal Black” like “the Lying 

Asiatic.” It explains how the Nigerian came to embody corruption. The man in authority 

in Nigeria repeats what Bhabha describes as the “colonizer’s gaze of otherners” (Other). A 

display of this phenomenon was seen during the Coronavirus pandemic in Nigeria. Ethnic 

and religious differences had never been so openly conveyed. It is obvious that people see 

appointment of one of their kin as the beginning of the end of their problems. The events 

of the period did not contribute in any form to national cohesion. Apparently, respect of a 

state’s sovereignty and non-interference there from encourages abuse of that sovereignty. 

 

2.0 Bribery, Motivations, Culture and Global War on Corruption 

Ethnographers examine the motivations of people involved in giving gifts and taking 

solidarity actions and how justified they think their actions are. In Bangladesh, the 

recipient has to leave a good impression of showing appreciation for an act. In Russia, ‘blat’ 

or the use of official and non-official contacts to achieve an aim is not frowned upon, but 

is viewed positively. Money plays no role in this case, but other relationship factors do. 

Practices like cultural ‘gift-giving’ feature in discussions on corruption in Philippines and 

Georgia. At the higher levels of commercial or political interactions, it is however 

misapplied (Bracking 13, Rock 58).  

 



Icheke Journal of the Faculty of Humanities                                  Vol.18. No.4 December, 2020 www.ichekejournal.com 
 

Covid-19: Modernism, Corruption and Culture in a Post-Colonial State    25 

It is thought that the third world countries fail to clean up their societies while in the 

advanced countries standards have not fallen. The third world countries are in effect said 

to be affected by corruption. Those who make the rules and devise the Corruption 

Perception Index (CPI) draw attention to what constitute corruption. Western businesses 

do not go to seek contracts in third world countries empty-handed. It is therefore the 

powerful in the West that set the stage for corruption and who dictate the nature of 

business. Arguments support a southern or third world corruption but places expertise on 

a higher positive scale. It presents in the African the metonymy of presence as enunciated 

by the postcolonial critic Homi Bhabha.   

 

Globally, a coalition replaced tolerance for corruption. The Prime Minister of Greece said 

in 1985 it was appropriate for a public institution in his country to make room for a small 

“gift” for him. Mobutu Sese Seko of Zaire had once told public officials in his country that 

stealing was not bad if it was not a huge cut. Canadian trade minister Jean Chretien, 

reacting to engagements of a Canadian company in Argentina and South Korea in which 

bribery had been involved, retorted that “commercial practices in other countries 

sometimes are different from ours […]. It would be very presumptuous for Canadians to 

tell other people how to conduct their morals” (Ivanov 29-30). Western states and business 

fellows held the same views. It had been discontinued, with the new order. They diverted 

their attention for convenience. 

 

This attitude is confined to the ruling class, as the citizens of the various countries have a 

contrasting view. Civil Society also disagrees with the opinions of the leaders of these 

developing countries. The World Bank sees civil society as worthy partners in confronting 

corruption. The world is now accustomed to publications by Transparency International 

(TI). It is based on account of its yearly statements that many global problems have been 

largely identified with corruption. Therefore, countries cannot pretend that corruption 

does not need joint action globally to fight it (Perlman and Sykes 170-175). Since corruption 

is often concealed, some experts believe TI has failed a simple test, therefore unreliable. 

Ivanov writes that “[p]erceptions are often based on ‘group think,’ hearsay, or generalized 

sentiment rather than specific personal experiences of corruption” (33). Some observers 

remind us that it is improper to build a structure on people whose ideas of corruption may 

be in conflict with that of the local people. The figures might have flaws but the reports are 

insightful. One would not have difficulty following the culture of corruption in any 

country (A.J. Brown and Finn Heinrich 285).  
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2.1 Globalized Corruption 

It is known that corruption, according to Ivanov, can be “familial duties, ethnic or religious 

loyalties, fidelity to friends, or norms of reciprocity” (35-36). Various observations show 

that “deeply rooted traditions of clientalism and nepotism are ignored when discussing 

corruption” (Ivanov 36). In Nigeria, ethnic and religious groups use public resources to 

serve them to the exclusion of others. In a lot of instances, they are unaware of the 

distinction between the public and the private sphere in the “distribution of state 

property.” This is ingrained in some societies, and may come in conflict with the TI’s and 

IMF’s concept of corruption. In practice, in India, for instance, an official does not separate 

the private from the public, as they are a single sphere (Chiamogu 497, Apata 45-47. In 

Nigeria, one is dealing with an unusual situation of multi-ethnic and multi-religious 

entities that were colonized by people with alien backgrounds.  

 

3.0 Slow Global Justice System and the African Traditional Judicial System  

For highly placed officials in Nigeria, the law is applied differently. Sadly, the justice 

system worldwide is painfully slow and has a lot of flaws that frustrate attempts to 

prosecute ‘grand’ criminals. A government is, for instance, exposed to various risks in 

trying to repatriate stolen monies. The legal process is tedious and expensive (Okojie and 

Momoh 103).  Domestic prosecution of cases is difficult because of the high profiles of the 

interested parties one would confront. When legal prosecution has to take place in the 

grounds of a certain country, then the host country must be courted. This is especially 

where secret banking comes into play (Olisah).  

 

This is why some experts believe that Nigeria can fall back to traditional ways of engaging 

public officials. A very vocal group is the one that promotes the concept of ubuntu. Ubuntu 

is a course of action that projects humanity first. It involves attitudes in which everybody 

sees the other fellow as a human being. The public official must think of the connections 

he and the other fellow have. He must not be detached emotionally from one he perceives 

he has little in common with. What is paramount is the humanity they share. People should 

always overlook their assumed differences. If any office holder fails to do this, he has 

inflicted pain on his fellow man. In the same vein, it is stated that we must acknowledge 

the forms in which pre-colonial African institutions made office holders to account for their 

stewardship. Kupoluyi provides a clear guidance with the Yoruba tradition. He declares 

that there is evidence of similar processes in other Nigerian cultures. This is demonstrated 

in a court’s exercise of its jurisdiction in a perceived domestic violence whereby in Chinua 

Achebe’s Things Fall Apart, one Uzowulu’s obligations and guilt are presented to him 

(“African Traditional,” Achebe 93). Bernth Lindfors grapples with “how to restore the 

moral integrity and cultural autonomy of the African in the age of decolonization” (56). In 
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that period, the judicial system hardly failed the people. Also, it would have been 

inappropriate for people to exert the type of financial influence that is prevalent today in 

African societies. The modern laws are so deficient that certain office holders are exempted 

from prosecution. What is important is to make institutions resistant to such practices. 

With increased associations of peoples around the world, these ideas may be difficult to 

implement and to imbibe (Perlman and Sykes 172-179). 

 

3.1 Corruption and the Norm in Africa 

The issue raises a range of questions. We therefore ask if there is corruption because we 

apply alien laws to societies that have hardly transited from traditional to modern ways. 

Could it be because the ethnicities and religious groups have different value systems? How 

effective are modern political and social structures in catering to the needs of the people? 

Is a leader willing to extend the state’s resources to people outside his ethnicity? How do 

we classify Nigeria’s brand of politics? People see political representation as a means of 

exerting influence at the center for their benefit rather than as service to the entire country. 

That is why any fellow who rather than see his political appointment as access to state 

treasury for himself and his kinsmen and works for the generality of the people of the 

country is spoken ill of. The president of Nigeria, like those before him, is a product of this 

norm and is guided by this logic. 

 

In a multi-ethnic and religiously diverse state like Nigeria, the president is addicted to 

being an object of cult worship. In a lot of cases, the structures are prepared for repeat acts 

for subsequent regimes in aid of corruption. Corruption is calculated in some circles as an 

exercise in mutual assistance in achieving a goal. It is the involvement of persons with links 

to the government that calls for privatization. The intention is to keep government as much 

as possible away from managing public institutions and the economy. Laws discourage 

corrupt acts. Legal measures are unbiased and also are made without political 

considerations. There is hardly any crime that is overlooked by the law. A similar thread 

runs between legality and morality. It is also believed that the context determines the right 

or wrong of an act (Abu, Nurudeen and Marcin Waldemar Staniewski 3059). This is the 

West’s method of fighting corruption. Yet the records are less than acceptable.  

 

As Nigeria was preparing to join other countries to open the country as a result of the 

Covid-19 pandemic, the infection rate in the country was climbing to levels those other 

countries had at their peak. Why was that possible? It was possible because the World 

Bank, the IMF, TI and especially the Western world, Japan and China are unconcerned 

about the welfare of Nigerians. The backing they give the Buhari government in Nigeria is 

unprecedented. Different rules seem to apply to Nigeria with regard to human rights 
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abuses and corruption. People would wonder when these countries and institutions were 

going to remind the Nigerian government of its obligations to the citizens. When they do 

at all, they tell the Nigerian government to investigate the abuses, then return to their 

observe-and-do-nothing status.  

 

In Nigeria, the people have not really embraced the procedures of the modern state. This 

is partly because the state has abdicated its role in the lives of the people. This was 

exhibited during the pandemic when many people, who were connected to the 

government at the center, retreated with visibly stolen monies to their villages. On the said 

pilgrimages, they even draw attention to themselves through press coverage of their 

philanthropy. Directing the help to their people actually saved lives. Interestingly, the 

people always feel this type of philanthropy is what the nomination of one of them for a 

public position is intended for. They assume he has claimed their share. They believe that 

the person who controls the store is free to give the goods to whomever he feels like. What 

the person gives depends on the size of the office. For instance, the president of the country 

has to distribute things to people in his community to remind them they are in the 

president’s village. Another practical demonstration of this feature is the competition 

among presidents and governors to site universities and other facilities in their villages. A 

president or governor must have sometime in his tenure a village that befits him. To miss 

such opportunity while in office would incur ancestral anger. The community the office 

holder comes from clings to him or her. This is why people in Nigeria are fixated on 

rotation of offices. They believe that is the only answer to development of an area, a state 

and the entire country. Curiously, the practices are stamped in the consciousness of the 

youth (Bamidele, Olaniyan, Ayodele).  

 

What is at play is collective identity. Collective identity “is shaped by a combination of 

factors: history, ancestry and memoria” (Ogoke 32). Kunow and Russert explain further, 

saying that “material forms of memory are connected to sense of place, a region, a 

homeland, a nation, etc”. (32). Human beings, by nature, “have emotional ties to their 

ancestral places of origin, and their native lands. Besides, the “realization of a cultural 

being can be achieved through one’s bond with home” (Ogoke 33). The African refuses to 

give up this tribal home. Therefore, in Nigeria, during the lockdown, as a result of the 

Coronavirus pandemic, the indigent cosmopolitan citizens became internal exiles. Relief 

materials’ disbursements were ethnicity-compliant. Bereft of ethnic leaning, majority of 

those people thereby suffered dislocation. They did not enjoy hospitality. On the other 

hand, people who stayed in the villages enjoyed “the stability and security of home.” 

Definitely, one would agree with Erfani and Whitmire who “discard the ‘old-fashioned’ 

idea that a collective linkage to land in terms of citizenship translates to common political 



Icheke Journal of the Faculty of Humanities                                  Vol.18. No.4 December, 2020 www.ichekejournal.com 
 

Covid-19: Modernism, Corruption and Culture in a Post-Colonial State    29 

opinions, goals and contentions” (Quoted in Ogoke 43, Ademola Orunbon). Obi 

Nwakanma highlights how the link between memory and home is re-created when he says 

that “[w]e can certainly make new friends […] enjoy new places, but home is a sacred 

community with a memory of you longer and more sustained; that can account for the 

meaning of your being, and make you fully connected to a past (Quoted in Ogoke 166).   

 

4.0 Conclusion  

Allegiance to the office holder and the compensation that comes with it defines the system; 

what is the norm in Africa. The administrations in most African countries are founded on 

personal relationships. There is, in Africa, a thread of connection that runs from the ‘big 

man’ at the top to the least man in a village. Likewise, it is spread around the president’s 

circle of friends, relations, religious and ethnic group. Some individuals perceive public 

office as their divine right and run it as a form of entitlement. They have no other way of 

relating to it than as a form of entitlement. Public interest appears like personal interest. 

The political structure should be shed of political appendages. Laws that dissuade corrupt 

practices are too lax. To achieve their goals, Western business concerns thrust goodies into 

the hands of government officials in third world countries. It is a process that must not be 

overlooked. Neo liberals advocate that governments should set up a system whereby the 

role of government does not extend to management of enterprises. The government 

therefore should only provide the enabling environment in what is seen here as 

privatization. Sovereignty is actually being misapplied these third world countries. For, 

according to Homi Bhabha, the “question of the representation of difference is therefore 

always also a problem of authority” (Other). 

 

The foregoing shows that the odds are in favor of the corrupt official to escape prosecution. 

It makes people to be well disposed to corruption. Therefore, the country has failed the 

test of a true nation. Looking at the figures presented, it was clear that many individuals 

had more money in the banks than some states had. The individual replaced the state. The 

populace must start taking into account how much a serving government official expends 

on personal projects or projects sited in his village. Public office holders must realize they 

are not serving their immediate communities to the exclusion of others. Rotation of office 

among geographical, ethnic or religious groups should be discontinued. We should note 

that postmodern forms are not sufficient to check corruption. Traditional African political 

structures should be reintroduced. The law should have deep roots in the cultural ways of 

the people. Customary courts should be reactivated. Any system must lead to creation of 

units that will be close to the people as much as possible. The House of Representatives 

must be dismantled as a first step. The affairs of the Senate and the presidency must be 

subjected to international scrutiny. Economic strangulation of any section of the country 
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should be listed by bodies like TI as corruption. The immigrants that Europe does not want 

in their countries are the ones being denied intentionally of their citizenship rights in 

Africa.  
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