
Icheke Journal of the Faculty of Humanities                                  Vol.18. No.1 March, 2020 www.ichekejournal.com 
 

Political Economy of Insurgency, Terrorism and Insecurity in Nigeria: The Fourth Republic in...      591 

Political Economy of Insurgency, Terrorism and Insecurity in Nigeria: 

The Fourth Republic in Perspective (2009-2019) 

By 

 

Umearokwu Uchenna PhD 

Department Of Political Science and International Relations, 

University Of Abuja 

E: chukwuemekaumearokwu@gmail.com 

M: 08035986634 

 

Abstract 
The motivation behind this research came as a result of the continuously 

evolving and escalating insurgent activities that is posing very serous 

threat to security, peace and National development using terrorism as a 

tactic in instilling fear and anxiety on the target population while trying 

to achieve their objectives within the Nigerian state and other countries of 

the West African sub-region especially since the introduction of 

multiparty democracy that brought about the Third Republic with the 

promise of greater representation through the electoral process. Since the 

9/11 attacks in the United States of America by Al Qaeda, terrorism as a 

tactic of insurgency has escalated rapidly and has gained prominence 

since 2001. States like Nigeria that is heavily affected by the phenomenon 

have invested large sums of money with varying degrees of success. 

Another finding is that Third World states are bearing the brunt and 

Nigeria in particular, despite government efforts and pronouncement 

especially through their security agencies on the technical incapacitation 

of terrorism, there are still sporadic incidents involving insurgent groups. 

The study argues that insurgency is a consequence of political competition 

for the resources of the state and this can be understood on the fact that 

the economic characteristics or structure of the Nigerian state supports 

patron-client relations which has been the bane of underdevelopment and 

which has hindered the developmental process even under a democratic 

regime that was claimed by some western oriented scholars will remove 

the foundation of patron-client relations. This research using the Marxist 

political economy approach examined the economic basis for insurgent 

action within the Nigerian state. The work employed both primary and 
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secondary sources of data collection as the methodology. The solution 

provided by the study is an Economic Structural Adjustment.  

 

Key words: Political Economy, Insurgency, Terrorism, Democracy, State 

 

Introduction 

The general consensus today is that within the Nigeria state, a large number 

of her citizens suffer from insecurity coming as a result of insurgent group 

activities that has brought about wanton destruction of economic and social 

infrastructure, lives and properties which since the inception of the fourth 

republic runs in billions of naira. The state has failed since independence to 

conform in terms of development along Western lines. The developmental 

crisis became more intense bringing about a period of deteriorating 

economic conditons and political instability within the over two decades of 

military regimes. The Nigerian state transitioned from the military to a 

civilian regime in the late 1990s with a promise of greater representation 

through the electoral process, and prospects of attaining sustainable 

development with the introduction of greater freedom. The crisis has 

continued to escalate to unprecedented levels. The state has been bedeviled 

by insurgent activities reflected in inter-group and anti-state violence that 

has affected various parts of the state. These insurgent attacks coming in 

the forms of terrorist activities; militancy, farmer/herder clashes, armed 

bandits, kidnapping, pirates and other criminalities.  

 

As a tool for dramatic change, insurgencies have become the building 

blocks of violent regime change or concession capitulation (Young and 

Gray 2011:1). And as a tactic of insurgency, terrorism poses the greatest of 

threats and has continued to wreak havoc within the sub regions of the state 

creating very high levels of insecurity. As a report of the United States 

Justice Department in the 1970s put it; 
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Terror is a natural phenomena; terrorism is the conscious 

exploitation of it. Terrorism is coercive, designed to 

manipulate the will of its victims and its larger audience. The 

great degree of fear is generated by the crime’s very nature, 

by the manner of perpetration, or by its senseless, 

wantonness, or callous indifference to human life. This 

terrible fear is the source of the terrorist’s power and 

communicates his challenge to society. 

 

The anxiety that terrorists seek to create is amplified by people’s proclivity 

to overreact to low-probability but ghastly events (Enders and Sandler 

2006:2). The Nigerian state because of the need to defeat, eliminate and 

prevent further insurgent attacks, the government through her military and 

other law enforcement agencies have used all the lethal means at their 

disposal both human and material to combat the threat posed by insurgent 

groups or non state actors. And yet in various sub-regions of the state there 

is still ‘continualle feare, and danger of violent death; and the life of man, 

solitary, poore, nasty, brutish and short (Hobbes 1968:186). 

  

Nigeria is not new to terrorist attacks by insurgents, which had occurred, 

in different forms. There are always reportage of insurgent activities and its 

attendant toll on human life and property. Mostly pitting ethnic and 

religious groups against one another, identity politics and attendant 

violence have assumed unprecedented dimensions (Elaigwu 2005; Alubo 

2006, Best 2007).  Since the eighties - especially after the introduction of the 

Structural Adjustment Programme (SAP) and the economic instability it 

generated - the state has undergone various insurgent attacks that have 

claimed thousands of lives and destruction of properties resulting from 

terrorist activities of groups like the Maitatsine, Odua Peoples Congress 

(OPC), Movement for the Actualization of the Sovereign State of Biafra 

(MASSOB), Niger Delta militants like Movement for the Emancipation of 

the Niger Delta (MEND). And since the inception of the current democratic 
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process the rate of insurgent attacks in the form of terrorism has increased 

exponentially, with the arrival of Niger Delta Avengers, Indigenous People 

of Biafra (IPOB), Fulani herdsmen as well as bandits and the most deadly 

of all, the Boko Haram sect (meaning Western education is a sin) and later 

her breakaway factions like Ansaru and Islamic state of West Africa 

(ISWAP) using terrorism and Guerrilla tactics; popularly known as Boko 

Haram whose operational theatre is in the Northeastern part of Nigeria, 

particularly Yobe, Borno and Adamawa states with a penchant for 

indiscriminate mass casualty attacks and kidnappings. The group has been 

pounding both state institutions as well as private organizations with 

bombs and automatic weapons, as well as suicide bombing. 

 

The annual number of terrorist attacks by insurgent groups in Nigeria has 

been on the increase over the period since 2009. According to the Global 

Terrorist Index (2014:2), apart from Boko Haram, six other terrorist groups 

were responsible for attacks in 2013. Three of these groups are Islamist and 

the other groups are separatists or oppositional groups. In 2015 the total 

number of deaths decreased by ten percent, the first decline since 2010 and 

this was mainly attributed to effective military operations in Nigeria against 

the major terrorist groups operational in the state (Global Terrorist Index 

2016: 2). In 2016, the number of deaths rose by 33 percent. Despite this 

increase, total deaths from Nigeria remain 72 percent below their peak in 

2014, and the number of deaths attributed to Boko Haram actually 

decreased from 2017 to 2018. The increase in deaths was the result of the 

intensification of the conflict between pastoralists and the nomadic Fulani 

people, with deaths attributed to extremist Fulani elements increasing by 

261 percent in a single year (Global Terrorist Index 2019:13). The recent 

incidents between November and December 2018 especially in Kukawa, 

Ngoshe, Kareto, Gajiram, Baga town and Monguno all in the North Eastern 

part of Nigeria gives an indication that the sect is quite capable of launching 

spectacular attacks and this is having a devastating impact on the security 

of the civilian population. 
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The objective of this study is to investigate the basis of all these insurgent 

attacks with special emphasis on the Fourth Republic. This study argues, 

that any understanding of insurgency and terrorism in particular can only 

be sought in Marxist Political Economy. The research made use of 

secondary form of data collection. 

 

Conceptual Clarification 

Insurgency 

According to the Guide to Analysis of Insurgency “Insurgency is a protracted 

political-military struggle directed toward subverting or displacing the 

legitimacy of a constituted government or occupying power and 

completely or partially controlling the resources of a territory through the 

use of irregular military forces and illegal political organizations (2012)”. 

Their reasons for doing so are varied, but in its most distillated form, 

insurgencies are primarily a struggle for power and resources. Chaliand 

and Blin (2007:19) has pointed out that insurgent violence may take various 

forms which include revolution, coup d’etat, guerrilla war, terrorism, and 

riots. Merari (2007:2) observes that terrorism is a mode of warfare. 

Insurgents’ mode of struggle is dictated by circumstances, and whenever 

possible, they adopt a variety of strategies. Terrorism, which is the easiest 

form of insurgency, is almost always one of these. 

 

Terrorism 

 

Terrorism has always been a contested concept in terms of definition as a 

result of the fact of its meaning or the scope of that meaning. Although there 

are many definition of terrorism, Terrorism is a tool of insurgency. Alex 

Schmid in his revised academic consensus definition of terrorism put it;  

 

Terrorism refers on the one hand to a doctrine about the presumed 

effectiveness of a special  form or tactic of fear-generating, coercive 

political violence and, on the other hand, to a  conspiratorial practice of 
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calculated, demonstrative, direct violent action without legal or moral 

restraints, targeting mainly civilians and non-combatants, performed for its 

propagandistic and  psychological effects on various audiences and conflict 

parties (2011:86) 

 

He further pointed out that ‘terrorism as a tactic is employed in three main 

contexts: (i) illegal state repression; (ii) propagandistic agitation by non-

state actors in times of peace or outside zones of conflict and; (iii) as an illicit 

tactic of irregular warfare employed by state and non-state actors (2011:86)’. 

 

Theoretical Framework 

The Marxian political economy theory will investigate how insurgent 

politics relates to, or feeds into, the political processes of plural, peripheral 

and dependent capitalist societies such as Nigeria. According to Karl Marx 

(1978:20) “neither legal relations nor forms of the state could neither be 

understood by themselves nor explained by the so-called general 

development of the human mind, but that they are rooted in the material 

conditions of life….” Politics is all about the power of the state and 

insurgency is at the very heart of politics. As Nnoli (2003:12) observes: 

That the control and use of this power is very attractive for people. 

With it one can achieve a lot such as wealth, influence, security, 

welfare, freedom and self-realization. Without it one can suffer a lot 

such as unemployment, disempowerment, discrimination, poverty, 

oppression, repression and domination. Hence there is a struggle for 

this power. Individuals mobilize local, national and international 

power resources, form alliances, coalitions and organizations for this 

struggle; they seek the support of others and make various promises 

about what they will do with this power for the good of all, especially 

the benefit of their supporters.  

 

Insurgency is a struggle for the capture of state power by individuals or 

groups within a political system and they utilize different strategies in the 
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move to capture this state power. The nature of this struggle is determined 

by the economic characteristics of the state that is the political economy. The 

implication of the Marxist theory in the context of this research is that for 

one to have an understanding of the nature of insurgency, terrorism and 

the issue of insecurity in Nigeria there must be an understanding of the 

nature and dynamics of the Nigerian political economy. An understanding 

of the economic substructure would determine the understanding of the 

legal and political superstructure and all other forms of social 

consciousness, or in general terms, the ideology of the state.  

 

The Nature and Dynamics of the Nigerian Political Economy 

The Nigerian political economy includes not just the present form but also 

the pre-colonial and colonial antecedents because it is a blend of the two 

that has played a primary role in what is regarded as the current post 

colonial political economy.  Chabal (1992:68) observes that it is thus not 

profitable, and it may be misleading, to discuss the post-colonial state sui 

generis, as though it had issued from some pristine void in a spontaneous 

process of self-creation. As Lonsdale (1981:154) has written, “Otherwise 

than in myths, states do not have origins: they are formed”. The post-

colonial state of Nigeria, whatever it is, is the outcome of a protracted 

historical process by which various political communities and various 

principles of political accountability have combined to give birth to the 

independent and now sacrosanct nation-state (Chabal 1992:68). 

 

From the Marxist perspective there were two important aspects to the 

economy of the Nigerian state; internally, the state contained capitalist and 

non-capitalist modes of production; externally, the state is dependent that 

is its development was conditioned by the state’s position in the world 

capitalist economy. Nnoli (1989:17) observes that ‘the capitalist mode of 

production tends to disintegrate pre-capitalist modes when interaction 

between the two is unrestricted and limited to the economic level’. The 

capitalist mode of production introduced into the Nigerian state could be 
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said to be derivative in the sense that it developed incidentally as an effect 

of the western capitalist quest for markets, raw materials and profit, and 

that much of the capital, technology and entrepreneurial skills came from 

abroad. ‘It was exogenous and governed at the economic level by a 

restrictive division of labour imposed from outside, and at the political level 

by the imperatives of the need to subdue a conquered population and 

generate super-profits for the colonizing power (Nnoli 1989:17-18)’. The 

Capitalist economy was then introduced into the interstices of societies 

whose level of development of their productive forces was still 

rudimentary. The classical capitalist pattern of exploitation is that of the 

capitalist appropriating the difference between the value produced by the 

wage labourer and what he pays him for his labour power. Ake (1982) 

argues that this form of exploitation is found in Africa but it is not 

necessarily the dominant form of capitalist exploitation but most of the 

exploitation is not done by individual capitalists but by the state acting as 

entrepreneur because of its involvement in statist economic practices. 

Under colonial rule, the achievement and maintenance of economic power 

was inextricably linked with the politics of power. The colonial period 

clearly showed how control of the state meant control of the economy.  

 

During the colonial era, the Nigeria state never really practiced a liberal 

laissez-faire process in economic matters. Joseph (1998:46) observes that 

such ideological strictures were often left behind in the European 

metropoles by colonial officers, one of whose main duties was ensuring the 

economic rentability of the colonial enterprise. Forced to depend on its own 

internally generated resources to finance its administrative needs, the 

colonial government could not afford just to keep the ring as a passive 

referee for the capitalist operators (Aboyade 1980:89). The colonial state 

therefore adopted an interventionist posture, which quickly went beyond 

the provision of such basic physical and social infrastructures as railways, 

roads, schools, and hospitals (Joseph 1998:46). 
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In the 1920s, apart from the establishment of cotton ginneries and rice-

hulling factories by the government, Aboyade (1980:84-85) pointed out that 

public collieries, stone quarries, and even saw-milling and furniture 

factories proliferated during the inter-war years. The 1945-60 periods were 

the heyday for the establishment of public enterprises despite government 

– both at federal and state levels – formal commitment to the promotion of 

the development of private enterprise economy. The range in the mid-1960s 

of these public enterprises, as Aboyade writes was “from farm 

organizations to manufacturing, from municipal transport to mining, from 

housing to multi-purpose power, and from trading to banking and 

insurance”. 

 

During the period of military rule in the 1970s especially with the 

abundance of revenue from crude oil sales which also expanded the 

operating budget of the Nigerian state and more investment in public 

enterprises, Forrest (1982:335) pointed out that “with the proliferation of 

more investment corporations at the federal and state levels to match 

buoyant oil revenues after the civil war, public industrial investment in 

Nigeria came to exceed private investment, both domestic and foreign”. 

The expansion and eventual nationalization of the oil industry had 

important consequences on the Nigerian state. Thus, through the expanded 

revenue base and massive public expenditure, the state effectively 

established its presence in virtually all aspects of the political economy, 

especially in critical sectors such as construction, commerce, industry and 

banking, and in the delivery of goods and services, especially in education, 

health and social welfare (Jega 2000:27-28). As Joseph (1998: 47) writes, of 

particular importance to our analysis is the recognition that when the state 

itself becomes the key distributor of financial resources – and this is in the 

absence of any socialist or even state capitalist ideology – all government 

projects become the object of intense pressures to convert them into means 

of individual and group accumulation. Access to the state, thus, became a 
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major avenue for accumulation, especially through contracts, patronage 

and corruption, or abuse of public office (Jega 2000:28).  

 

The Nigerian state, from the colonial period to the present, became 

increasingly central to the social struggle for control of scarce (and 

occasionally abundant) resources.  The rapid growth of cities created the 

social arena where competition for survival is intense, and where the 

consciousness of other groups locked in combat for the same resources 

deepens (Young, 1976). As Ake (1981) comments on the Nigerian state:  

 

As things stand now, the Nigerian state appears to intervene 

everywhere and to own virtually everything including access to 

status and wealth. Inevitably a desperate struggle to win control of 

state power ensues since this control means for all practical purposes 

being all-powerful and owning everything, politics becomes warfare, 

a matter of life or death.  

 

In order to conceptualize the state it was thus necessary to understand the 

class implications of the articulation of various modes of production within 

dependent capitalism. This entails defining classes and explaining the 

relations between classes and the state apparatuses (Leys 1976).  

 

Although in the first instance, the post-colonial state of 

Nigeria was primarily determined by the colonial state, which 

is by the outcome of the process of decolonization, rather than 

merely by class struggle, and secondly, classes in societies 

that make up Nigeria were not so easily identified. It was 

unclear what the class nature of pre-colonial modes of 

production was and how it was articulated with the capitalist 

mode of production but there is consensus that the post-

colonial state was in the hands of the petite bourgeoisie but 
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there was no consensus on the nature of this petite 

bourgeoisie (Williams, 1976).  

 

As Chabal writes that in other words, their elite status did not necessarily 

come from their economic position; their economic or class position was 

frequently a product of their status in the colonial order. Ekeh (1998:92) 

equally pointed out that, “although native to Africa, the African bourgeois 

class depended on colonialism for its legitimacy”. 

  

This ruling class power base was rooted in forms of economic and social 

power forged under the hegemony of the colonial economy. This economic 

structure made patronage relations a rational mode of maintaining state 

power through the distribution of state resources and assets with the 

prospect of building a power base. And in the process undermining the 

state’s capacity to provide essential services to the rest of the citizenry even 

under a democratic setting, invariably creating conditions for mass protest 

or insurgent behavior against the state. Drawing a distinction between 

advanced and developing countries, Mushtag Khan observes; 

  

In advanced countries, a number of structural factors encourage the 

representation of generalized economic and class interests and the 

formulation of redistributive political demands within narrow 

bounds set by the limits of economic viability. In contrast, in 

developing countries, incentives favour the construction of 

pyramidal patron-client factions that compete for the capture of 

public resources in ways that are relatively  unconstrained by 

economic viability considerations. (2004:12) 

 

Forrest (1982:341) has pointed out that “these class forces may be weakened 

and obscured by sectional and distributional conflicts, but it is they, in the 

absence of any independent industrial bourgeoisie, which largely 

determine the character, effectiveness and limits of state policy”. The 
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regimes shied away from promoting capitalist development because its 

own bases of power did not lie in capitalist class relations and forms of 

production (Peemans 1975:163). The paradox is that the Nigerian state is a 

state that is so wealthy yet her citizens live in abject poverty and 

deprivation (Olanrewaju 2015). And since the state gained independence in 

1960 up to the current democratic dispensation, the efforts to ensure 

national development has proved abortive and poverty has been endemic 

generated by severe economic crisis especially since the introduction of the 

World Bank policy of Structural Adjustment Programme (SAP) and up to 

the current democratic setting. 

 

The implication of the foregoing analysis is that colonial economy created 

the impression that it is with the control of state power that one can have 

access to wealth and status. Reno observes, “most post colonial rulers take 

pains to buy the loyalty, or at least compliance of key groups and the most 

efficient way of doing this in the short term has been for rulers to distribute 

state resources and assets as patronage (2002:840)”. The glaring failures of 

these regimes generate copious intellectual and street-level criticism, and 

there is no shortage of ideas (Reno 2002:840). The insurgent activities 

experienced by the state is as a result of that struggle based on the fact that 

individuals and groups are exploiting all avenues to capture state power 

and its attendant resources.  

 

Due to the unremitting public tension in Nigeria Ake (1981) exclaimed that 

“the crux of the problem is the over politicization of social life…we are 

intoxicated with politics; the premium on political power is so high that we 

are prone to take the most extreme measures to win and to maintain 

political power”. It is not just to capture the apparatuses of the state but also 

to recreate the state in our own image or in the words of Barry Buzan, our 

own “idea of the state” (1983:44-45). Fearon and Laitin (2003:76) observes 

that when states are relatively weak and capricious, both fears and 

opportunities encourage the rise of would-be rulers who supply a rough 



Icheke Journal of the Faculty of Humanities                                  Vol.18. No.1 March, 2020 www.ichekejournal.com 
 

Political Economy of Insurgency, Terrorism and Insecurity in Nigeria: The Fourth Republic in...      603 

level of local justice while arrogating the power to tax for themselves and, 

often for a larger cause. An insurgent group is a group that is opposed to 

the state and its activity is geared towards the capture and retention of that 

state power. The struggle becomes more intensive under the period of 

economic instability, which provides an enabling environment for 

radicalism and violence.  

 

Insurgency, Terrorism and Insecurity in the Fourth Republic 

 Since the inception of the current democratic order in 1999 the economic 

situation has continued to degenerate into a crisis of unprecedented 

dimensions. The level of Insurgent attacks has continued to increase. The 

current scale and magnitude of insurgent activities in Nigeria has 

continued to threaten to overwhelm the state’s law enforcement, military 

and intelligence services.  

 

These insurgent groups in whatever ideology they believe in and pursue 

adopt terrorism as a tactic leading to destruction of properties, loss of life 

and constituting a threat to the security and safety of persons. All these 

groups have mounted attacks against the State either by directly attacking 

the representations of the state such as the security personnel or its 

economic vein by paralyzing oil exports through pipeline vandalisation or 

kidnapping foreigners and demanding for ransom or engaging the military 

in battle. The recent clash between the Shia sect and military authorities in 

Kaduna state and also the issue of Fulani herdsmen attacking communities 

committing atrocities gives an indication that the security threat from 

insurgent groups targeting the capture, control and use of the apparatuses 

of the state poses a long-term threat to the security of the state and beyond. 

And with the threat constantly evolving as economic conditions continue 

to worsen.  

 

This insurgency undergone by the Nigerian state is the reflection of the 

underlying economic crises that the state has been undergoing for many 
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decades, which has resulted in inequality and mass poverty and brought 

untold hardships to the majority of her citizens. The unemployment rate is 

very high with jobless youths roaming the streets and poverty everywhere. 

Available records reveal the perpetuity of the phenomenon over time. 

Using data from the Federal Office of Statistics, Garba (2006) reveals that 

about 15 percent of the population was poor in 1960; the figure arose to 28 

percent in 1980 and, by 1996, the incidence of poverty in Nigeria was 66 

percent or 76.6 million people. Garba (2006) equally remarks that the United 

Nations Human Poverty Index, in 1999, placed Nigeria among the 25 

poorest nations in the world. According to UNDP (2010), the population in 

poverty is given as 68.7 million, as of 2004. However, the Nigerian Bureau 

of Statistics (2012) in the result of the HNLSS2010 as contained in the 

Nigeria Poverty Profile 2010 Report indicated that poverty has been on a 

steady increase since 1980 and that poverty and income inequality have 

increased since 2003/2004.   

 

In July 2008, the then governor of the Central Bank of Nigeria, Chukwuma 

Soludo, observed that persistently high levels of poverty in the country had 

become “a northern phenomenon”. Of the ten states with the highest 

incidence of poverty, eight were in the far northern zone. Jigawa topped the 

list, with 95 per cent of its people classified as living in poverty. A study 

also found that as many as 76 per cent of northerners are “earning a daily 

income of less than the equivalent of one American dollar” (Sani 2009:3). In 

one publication, Prof. Yemi Osinbajo stated that about 110 million 

Nigerians were still living below the poverty line despite the policies of past 

government to improve their welfare (Vanguard 2013). The World Bank 

President Jim Yong Kim IN 2014 at an ongoing IMF/World Bank spring 

meeting pointed out Nigeria is one of the top five countries that have the 

largest number of poor people. Poverty per se does not cause conflict but 

group inequality does, as it increases grievances. Violence is used when 

tangible economic goals can be achieved through it. Employment for 

agricultural workers is often seasonal, leading to frequent movements of 
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people and a fluid urban population. With virtually no modern industries, 

there is a high dependence on government as the sole source of largesse and 

dispenser of patronage, intensifying the contests for access to the resources 

of the state.  

 

The Boko Haram sect had appeared as an innocent-looking and harmless 

band of Muslim devotees strutting around the northern region with their 

fiery messages that ordered a return to Islamic law and purity (Imhonopi 

and Urim 2016:21). The group draws its members mainly from disaffected 

youths and unemployed graduates including former Almajiris (street 

children) who migrated from the rural areas to the urban areas in search of 

better means of livelihood or to study under renowned Islamic teachers in 

cities like Kano, Zaria, Kaduna, and Maiduguri (Oviasogie, 2013:25). As 

Cohen observes (2015: 80) writes, 

 

According to relatives, youths who joined the group after attacks on 

their villages were not particularly religious. As field laborers they 

often used to receive food as payment. Fighters sent to the frontline 

appear uneducated, cannot speak English, walk around barefoot, 

“smell bad” according to some interviewees, and often wear tattered 

clothing: this suggests that they joined Boko Haram as much to 

escape a desperate situation as for money.  

 

The data on MEND also show that socio-economic factors played strong 

roles in the group formation. According to Conley (2012:752-753),  

 

A vast majority of Niger Delta fighters are males between the ages 

of twenty and thirty-nine; they are unemployed, and they are not 

married but often have dependent children. The fighters often come 

from broken homes and lack role models in their lives. Many are 

drug users – some are also drug dealers – and few are literate, 

although leaders often are educated to a secondary or tertiary. With 
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no economic resources, they are completely dependent on their 

leaders for financial support, food, and shelter. 

 

“Armed opponents are themselves creations of the collapsing state, 

whether as demobilized soldiers or as members of disbanded 

paramilitaries, or simply those suffering the consequences of misrule and 

economic devastation (Reno 2002:851-852)”. High levels of violence have 

sustained their emergence. But the obvious thing is that these insurgent 

groups are products of underlying stagnating economic circumstances of 

the Nigerian state.  

 

Conclusion 

Since the inception of the Fourth Republic through the introduction of 

multi-party elections and the democratic process, the issue of insurgency 

and its tactic of Terrorism has been on the increase bringing about high 

levels of insecurity within the state. The research has argued that any 

understanding to be gained on the issue of insurgency and nature of 

insurgency, terrorism and its attendant insecurity can only be sought in 

political economy. The study also pointed out that the state should adopt 

an economic adjustment programme to help in the tackling of poverty and 

inequality which generates insurgent activities as individuals and groups 

battle for access to state resources. 

 

Recommendations 

National Security against any threat both domestic and external is the 

primary objective of every state. Omotola (2006:3) noted that National 

security focuses more on the freedom from danger or absence of threats to 

the multi-dimensional elements that may affect the ability of a nation to 

protect and develop itself and most importantly protect the lives and 

security of its citizens. This not only involves the security of citizenry but 

guarding the national interest and values against internal and external 

threats that have the capacity to undermine the security of the state. And 
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also preserve the political, economic and social values, rule of law, human 

right and the environment that are central to the quality of life within the 

state (IWG, 2009). But most of the time issues of war, insurgency and 

terrorism have always been left to the security services especially the 

military, and this case military actors and other security agencies have thus 

been dealt the question how to operate in an environment where one is 

confronted with a seemingly continuous undercurrent of violent protest 

and insurgency. “The Tranquility and well-being of a society are pre-

conditions for security” (Abdul-Monem, 1985:14). 

 

This research adopted the framework that the economy of any state is the 

base, the real foundation in which arises the legal, political, social 

superstructure and all forms of social consciousness. The implication of this 

assertion is that the nature of the economic substructure of the state is what 

determines the nature of the political, social, legal and in short ideological 

processes. It is nature and dynamics of the Nigerian economic system that 

is reflecting at the level of the political cum ideological superstructure. The 

Nigerian state was a colonial creation based on the raw material and market 

need of Britain and since she gained her independence, -from the broad 

picture painted by this research- there has not been any significant change 

to the status quo despite all the economic reforms, development programs 

and visions of subsequent regimes to build a self-sustaining economy 

comprising agricultural, industrial and services sector rather the state 

seems to have sunk deeper in the quagmire of production of raw materials 

and heavy importation of finished products.   

 

This research is recommending that government should in the spirit of SAP, 

which says that government should privatize and commercialize all state 

owned industries. The government should build new ones and privatize 

them but based on indigenous products since the private sector is not 

expanding fast enough to meet with the growing unemployment 

generating the army of insurgency. It means that agriculture will play a 



Icheke Journal of the Faculty of Humanities                                  Vol.18. No.1 March, 2020 www.ichekejournal.com 
 

Political Economy of Insurgency, Terrorism and Insecurity in Nigeria: The Fourth Republic in...      608 

strong role in the production process. The vast nature of manufacturing 

industries is of high importance to the development of the economy of any 

state and to this end, it is critical to job creation as well as provision of 

services to other sectors of the economy. In the light of this, manufacturing 

industries provide important material support for national infrastructural 

development. 
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