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Abstract 

Through the history of Nigeria, at least from her independence over 

five decades ago, the political culture of the country has not yielded 

any reliable result or matured as expected. Also, going to two 

decades of the present political dispensation, one can imagine how 

problematic, unprogressive, unethical and inhuman the governance 

is. This paper is however, an attempt to discuss and shed light on 

the significant role Qur’anic disciplines could play in the 

contemporary Nigerian Political dispensation, for surely, the Holy 

Qur’an as a Book of guidance is full of guidance and admonitions 

towards good governance for people from diverse backgrounds, 

cultures, climes and attitudes. The paper through descriptive and 

analytical approach discusses the situation of the contemporary 

Nigerian politics, the numerous radical problems being encountered 

by the citizens, the attitudes of the political leaders and the Qur’anic 

views which are seen as eventual solutions if applied to correct the 

political abnormalities, which are dragging the country towards 

instabilities, radicalism and chaotic situations. 
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Introduction 

It is no more news that Nigeria has witnessed and still witnessing series of 

unhealthy political activities since 1960 independence. Tracing the political 

history up to the contemporary time, there is a lot of problems facing the 

Nigerian politics. Even the democratic situation since the beginning of the 

forth republic in 1999 has not been able to address the fundamental political 

challenges. All these could be traced to uncultured behaviour of many 

politicians surrounded with indecent rivalry, selfishness, dishonesty, 

maladministration, hypocrisy, misappropriation, injustice, favouritism, 

radicalism and the crown of them all called corruption that has brought 

Nigeria to third position on the list of 102 corrupt countries .1    

The standard Qur’anic disciplines are of course in another way round 

opposite to the Nigerian political practices from time immemorial. We have 

reasonable numbers of faithful Muslim Scholars who have written well 

researched scholarly papers against political irresponsibility on the part of 

Nigerian politicians, yet the positive reactions to these write-ups by them 

have not been felt. It is factually right by saying that, poor governance in 

Nigeria is a major cause of poverty.2     Therefore, one can equally be of the 

opinion that, bad political leadership is the cause of poor governance, 

hooliganism, ritual killings, instability, chaos and many other negative acts 

among Nigerians. 

In the Qur’an, Allah (SWT) puts in place various rules that could be 

followed by every political aspiring leader and all the rules were applied 

by the noble Prophet Muhammad (SAW) which eventually elevated him to 

the highest ranked position over the entire mankinds.3    Even among the 

earlier prophets mentioned in the Qur’an like Dawud (David), Sulaiman 

(Solomon) and Dhul Qarnayn who is identified with Alexander the Great, 

were political leaders worthy of emulation.4      

It is however incumbent on us to further showcase the place of the standard 

Qur’anic disciplines in the contemporary political activities in Nigeria 

through which hopefully, may be a cause for turning Nigerian politics to 

the right direction. This paper looks at Qur’anic disciplines and Nigerian 
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politics as the key terms. This is followed with brief discussion on Nigerian 

political attitude and features, the related Qur’anic disciplines that may be 

significantly useful to our contemporary political terrain, recommended 

solutions to Nigerian political problems and conclusion. 

 

Definition of Key Terms 

Standard Qur’anic Disciplines: The word ‘Standard’ in its literal meaning 

is a level of quality, especially one that people think is acceptable. It also 

goes with the level of behaviour that is considered to be morally 

acceptable.5   

Discipline to a lame person may generally be perceived as punishment. 

Linguistically, it means the practice of training people to obey rules and 

orders, and punishing them if they do not. It also means the controlled 

behaviour or situation that results from been trained to do certain things.6 

In this our work, we agree with the meaning of discipline as thus; ability to 

control the way one behaves and make oneself do things that is believed to 

be rightly done. 
 At this junction, the standard Qur’anic disciplines are therefore the set of 

rules put in place by Allah (SWT), revealed to Prophet Muhammad (SAW) 

to regulate the behaviours of the entire mankind. It is of no doubt in this 

views that, the disciplinary contents of the Qur’an are universal; since Allah 

(SWT) makes it clear in His saying: “We have not sent you forth but as a 

herald of good news and a Warner for all mankind. But most people do not 

know.” (Q34V28) This verse certifies the universality of the mission of 

Prophet Muhammad (SAW) which also signifies the supremacy of the 

Qur’anic teachings over all human opinions. In addition, one can rightly 

prove that, any human behaviour that is of substandard to the set of rules 

of the Qur’an can never be acceptable in the sight of Allah (SWT), His 

messenger (SAW) and the righteous ones among men.  

 

Nigerian Politics: Politics means matters that concern getting or using 

power within a particular organization. We concur with the meaning of 
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politics in this work as; activities involved in getting and using power in 

public life and being able to influence decisions that affect a country or a 

society.7    Therefore, one could coin politics as activities through which 

public power is captured and used by political individuals and groups or 

organizations to control the affairs of any given nation like Nigeria not only 

as a geographical but also a political entity. 8     

 

Nigerian Political Features 

The Nigerian politics is characterised with a number of challenges which 

have in all manners denied its citizens the right-type of values that could 

benefit them. In the cotemporary Nigerian political situation, the larger 

percentage of political features is of negative and nothing to write home 

about. From our observation, the followings facts take the order of political 

wheel in Nigeria: leadership failure, poor governance, injustice, selfishness, 

misappropriation and mismanagement of funds, lack of focus due to 

greediness on the part of the leaders, god-fatherism, nepotism, religious 

intolerance and tribalism, among others. We hereby share Makinde’s view 

that; ‘For any society to progress, it has to be governed by virtuous leaders.’9   

One can actually reason with the above assertion which is in line with 

Stanley Uzoh’s opinion that, the major crisis of governance in Nigeria is due 

to the capture of political process by mercenary entrepreneurs and the 

permanent alienation of the people from politics.10 The afore-stated clear it 

that, the people’s will do not often determine electoral outcomes, political 

power is a commodity subject to the violence of the market place, while 

political assassination give the highest bidder an opportunity to take the 

spoils and eventually, people will not be able to exercise control over 

governance. 

Historically, an assessment of Nigerian Political leaders since independence 

reveals that, many of them were mired in the pursuit of selfish goals at the 

expense of broader national interest or needs.11   Moreover, it has been 

unanimously acknowledged that the foremost of all challenges to Nigerian 

politics is corruption. Even the anti-corruption agencies (i.e., the Economic 
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and Financial Crime Commission (EFCC) and Independent Corrupt 

Practices and Related Offences Commission (ICPC)), etc, established by the 

government find it difficult to prosecute the guilty ones among the 

politicians.12 In addition, injustice is another feature of Nigerian politics, 

this has constituted tremendous problem in the governance and led to 

failure in democratization and political development. An aspect that 

concerns many Nigerian citizens in this discussion is political apathy; this 

is a situation in which so many Nigerians feel unconcern to the affairs of 

the country. The act of neglecting the way politicians run the government 

is another avenue for them to exercise power arbitrarily.  

All the afore-stated are the factors that agreeably led to all categories of 

crises and hardships Nigerians are presently passing through.13 The source 

of all these bad features in the Nigerian Politics is bad character on the part 

of the political leaders. With this, one could easily admit the view of Dike 

who posits that, ‘virtuous leaders are persons of honesty, integrity, and 

trust.’14 In fact, Islam as a total way of life with the Qur’an as its primary 

basis has explicitly propounded over one thousand four hundred years age, 

that, if the above mentioned values are absent in any system, then the 

followers including their leaders should look forward for inadequacies, 

lack of Allah’s fear and problems of accountability. 15     

Let us now examine the relevant Qur’anic disciplines that if appropriately 

applied could be beneficial to the contemporary Nigerian Politicians and 

the entire citizenry as a whole. 

 

The Place of Standard Qur’anic Disciplines in the Contemporary 

Nigerian Politics 

 There is no doubt in the saying that, the best political culture with 

exemplary features was discovered from the content of the Qur’an for over 

fourteen centuries ago. In addition, the most perfect practice of the culture 

could only be traced to the memorable political administration of Prophet 

Muhammad (SAW) and his immediate successors; khulafaau-r-Raashiduun 

(the rightly guided caliphs).16 
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The Qur’an establishes viable principles that with no controversy will help 

to realize a fruitful democratic society and peaceful political atmosphere. 

Some of these disciplines are therefore highlighted as follows:  

 

1. Honesty, Truthfulness, and Fulfilment of Promises. These three 

virtues are of the same category. It is a Nigerian belief that politics is 

all about telling lies, deceit and propaganda. This attitude to the best 

of our knowledge has led our political life astray and through these, 

an average Nigerian Politician ended up to be irresponsible. Allah 

(SWT) in the Qur’an guides the believers thus: “O you who believe! 

Why do you say that which you do not do? Most hateful it is with 

Allah that you say that which you do not do.” (Q61V2-3) 

Allah (SWT) points out the essence of being honest, been truthful and 

keeping of promises in Q33V70-71, when He says: “O you who 

believe! Keep your duty to Allah, and fear Him, and speak (always) 

the truth. He will direct you to do righteous good deeds and will 

forgive you your sins...” 

Among other numerous verses in the Qur’an, the above are enough 

for any God-fearing Nigerian Politician to be upright in words and 

actions. Many political promises were unfulfilled due to 

inconsistencies of our political leaders. The party manifestos are only 

read on papers with no practical expression. 

 

2. Leadership and Justice by Example: Current Nigerian Political 

leaders are yet to be of praiseworthy characters in terms of playing 

leading roles for Nigerians. For instance, there is a wide gap between 

the leaders and obedience to the rule of law, which they have been 

imposing on the ordinary Nigerians. Definitely, Allah (SWT) raises 

enquiry for this in the Qur’an to correct this imbalanced action 

among men when He says: “Enjoin you righteousness (and 

obedience) on the people and you forget (practise it) yourselves, 

while you recite the scripture. Have you then no sense?” (Q2V44)                                            
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One could metaphorically put the content of Nigerian constitution 

in place of the scripture in which our lawmakers are fully aware of 

it but decide to ignore strict compliance. They deliberately 

dishonour invitations to court of law and panels of enquiries 

enjoying the power of immunity, incumbency, the ruling party, and 

god-fatherism.    

Leadership according to the Qur’an implies caring for the welfare of 

those who are under one’s authority, doing what is best for them, 

and, guiding them justly on a correct course. Average political 

leaders in Nigeria believe in favouring his own people alone and 

unjustly neglect others, may be due to party differences or tribalism, 

even at times religious barrier. Allah (SWT) condemns all acts of 

injustice on the part of leaders when He says: “Believers! Be 

upholders of justice, and bearers of witness to truth for the sake of 

Allah, even though it may be against yourselves or against your 

parents and kinsmen, or the rich or the poor, for Allah is more 

concerned with their well-being than you are...” (Q4V135)  

An example of leadership with justice has also been commanded by 

Allah for Prophet Dawud (AS) where Allah warns him thus: “O 

David, surely We have made thee a ruler in the land; so judge 

between men justly and follow not desire, lest it lead thee astray 

from the path of Allah...” (Q38V26) In addition, Q5V8 also states 

thus: “Believers! Be upright bearers of witness for Allah, and do not 

let the enmity of any people move you to deviate from justice. Act 

justly, that is nearer to God-fearing...” Nigerian political leaders 

should even remember that injustice is an act of aggression and 

oppression on the citizens, and a style of jeopardizing their freedom, 

this is very clear in the saying of Allah: “Surely Allah enjoins justice, 

kindness, and doing good to kith and kin, and forbids all that is 

shameful, evil and oppressive. He exhorts you so that you may be 

mindful.” (Q16V90).  
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A. Raheem contends that, leadership and justice by example were 

strictly demonstrated by Prophet Muhammad (SAW) and his 

successors. For instance, the Prophet (SAW) put in place political 

equality, justice and fairness after establishing the Islamic 

Community in Madinah.17Abbas explained that,  Khalifah Umar 

bn Al-Khattab showcased sense of justice in his leadership by not 

covering Khalid bn Walid, one of his administrators for his 

wrongdoing.18 Umar also severely punished his son in the public 

for drinking alcoholic wine.19 There are numerous examples of 

leadership and justice by example in the political administration 

of the Prophet (SAW) and his successors which could be 

emulated by the contemporary Nigerian Politicians. 

 

3. Accountability (Mas‘uliyyah): The principle of accountability in 

Islamic political system has its basis from the Qur’an. It is explicitly 

made clear in the Qur’an that a leader is undergoing trial while in 

the office as he is not only accountable to the people but inescapably 

to Allah (SWT) on the Day of resurrection. With this, if politicians 

are conscious of Allah, even if people cannot check their ugly 

activities, all their actions are monitored and put into record. Allah 

says in Q6V165: “It is He who has made you (His) agents, inheritors 

of the earth, and has raised you in ranks some above others, so that 

He may try you by means of what He bestowed upon you.” A 

situation where an average Nigerian politician remembers 

accountability to the Creator, it helps a lot in self-restraint towards 

misappropriation and mismanagement of political offices and Public 

properties.    

The Qur’an as the manual of life teaches accountability on the part 

of both the leaders and the followers alike, as this will help in the 

reduction if not total eradication of corrupt practices among them.20 

Allah (SWT) buttresses this in Qur’an 2 Verse 188 thus: 
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And do not consume one another’s wealth unjustly or send 

it (via bribery) to the rulers in order that (they might aid) 

you (to) consume a portion of the wealth of the people in 

sin while you know (it is unlawful). 

   

4. Transparency in Governance: This is an instrument used in sharing 

information, decision taking, and enforcement in a manner that 

follows the rules and regulation. It is very significant towards 

controlling corruption in the society.21 It is obvious that, more than 

75% of Nigerian political leaders lack transparency. This was 

confirmed by Hillary Clinton, the former US Secretary of State 

during her visit to Nigeria in 2009. She states that: “the lack of 

transparency and accountability has eroded the legitimacy of the 

Nigerian government.” 22 

Transparency covers all facets of leadership, especially in a 

democratic setting. The electoral processes, appointments, approvals 

of all kinds, including financial matters must be done transparently. 

It is a very cogent requirement of a political leader to give reliable 

and accurate information to his people without deceit or fraud in 

investment and financial transactions of his administration.23 An 

ideal politician must remember that whatever action and decision 

carried out to deceive people, Allah Almighty is perfectly aware. 

That is why He states in the Qur’an thus: “Verily Allah knows the 

Unseen of the heavens and the earth. Allah is the All-Seer of what 

you do.” (Q49V18) 

The Prophet of Islam (SAW) through the Qur’an has laid down rules 

in respect of transparency in governance, and his successors with it 

carried people along in the matters of administration with perfect 

sensitization, that any deviation from it was strongly rejected by the 

entire Muslim Community.24 

 



Icheke Journal of the Faculty of Humanities                                                                               www.ichekejournal.com 
 

An Appraisal of the Place of the Standard Qur’anic Disciplines in the Contemporary Nigerian Politics          72 

5. Upholding the Rule of Law: The rule of Law in Nigerian context is 

just on paper and not in practice. This is the principle that guides 

equality before the law, fundamental human rights, and supremacy 

of the law. The principle of the rule of law states that, both rulers and 

the ruled are equal under the law with no immunity to either of 

them.25   The opposite is the case of the Nigerian contemporary 

democratic era, where there are sacred cows among the political 

leaders who will not answer the law of the land particularly when 

they are in office claiming immunity. 

The Qur’an affirms no disparity between the ruler and the ruled, the 

rich and the poor, as well as the strong and the weak, that Allah is 

the only Protector when it concerns law. Allah says in Q4V135 thus: 

O you who believe! Stand firmly for justice, as witnesses to Allah, 

even though it be against yourselves, or your parents, or your kin, 

be rich or poor, Allah is a Better Protector to both (than you)...  

Justice in the above verse in our view is the rule of law that must be 

allowed to prevail without nepotism, god-fatherism or inequality. 

The Prophet (SAW) laid good example of following the rule of law 

as he frowned against pleading for a woman of high class who 

committed theft, when he said: “The generation before you were 

destroyed because they used to inflict punishments on the lower 

class and forgive the higher class. By Him in whose hand is my soul, 

if Fatimah (daughter of the Prophet) did that, I will cut off her 

hand.”26 We have witnessed at many times when political leaders 

will turn down invitation to appear at panels of enquiries and courts 

of law. It is glaring that, citizens were not treated equally under the 

law in the matters of taxation and courts of law. In addition, public 

honours and offices of employment were not proportionally 

addressed. All these and many more are far from the standard 

Qur’anic discipline in achieving a successful democratic society. 
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6. Unity, Co-operation and Brotherhood: These three phenomenons 

are paramount towards peaceful co-existence in a heterogeneous 

country like Nigeria. A country of large number of ethnic groups is 

expected to be led by non-biased political leaders. The Qur’an 

teaches unity and brotherhood among mankind and disregards 

discrimination of any sort. In Q49V13 Allah says:  

O mankind! We have created you from a male and a female, 

and made you into nations and tribes, that you may know one 

another (not to despise each other). Verily, the most honoured 

of you in the sight of Allah, is he who is most righteous. 

Verily, Allah is All-Knowing, All-Aware. 

In our view, the above verse is enough for a political leader to be 

aware of evils in the act of discriminating when it comes to 

delivering of dividends of democracy to the people. The verse 

makes it clear that, political leaders while discharging their 

responsibilities should see beyond ethnical, tribal and political 

party affiliations, while socio-political interaction must be 

exercised without parochialism and discriminations. This makes 

us agree with K O. Paramole when proffering solutions to 

Nigeria’s leadership problems. He posited that27  

The Qur’an enjoins every political office holder to embrace the 

spirit of justice and nationhood in all matters. It is not a favourable 

political atmosphere for a particular section of the country or a 

group of political allies to dominate the affairs of the nation. There 

should be fairness in the sharing formula of political 

appointments and public offices, at all times. 

The Prophet (SAW) disowned anyone who campaigns for, or 

supports tribalism or sectionalism. This was proved by the 

Prophet (SAW) when he formed alliance with the Jews of Madinah 

to work together as one team in protecting their community.28  

It is from the principle of shura (consultation), that co-operation in 

the matters of politics emerged. Qur’an teaches every political 
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leader not to be an absolute authoritarian in making decisions. 

Those who adhere to the injunction are to receive uncommon 

reward from Allah (SWT): “...and who (conduct) their affairs by 

mutual consultation...” (Q42V38). Most political leaders only 

appoint special assistants, advisers, ministers, commissioners, 

and supervisors for rubber stamping sake, but do not take their 

advice. A tree cannot make a forest and that is why the success at 

battle of ditch was realized by the Prophet (SAW) and his 

companions due to the suggestion proffered by Salman al-Farsi.29 

The use of consultation, public hearing and opinion has also 

helped the successors of the Prophet in their respective political 

administrations.30 The contemporary politicians need to emulate 

these attitudes, if truly they have intention of serving the 

Nigerians. 

 

7. Peaceful Co-existence: The Qur’an teaches peaceful co-existence 

and love among mankind. Working towards community 

wellbeing has been the priority of Islamic global watch, where no 

discrimination of any sort is encouraged. The reverse is the case 

in terms of Nigerian political setup, due to ethnic, tribal, religious, 

and selfish rivalry. All these contribute to the setback of our so 

called representative democracy since 1999 and beyond. This 

situation as well is contributing to aggression and oppression of a 

particular group over another, while any little misunderstanding 

results to chaos, riots and eventually loss of lives and properties. 

For these to be avoided, Allah (SWT) states in the Qur’an: 

 If two parties among the Believers fall 

into quarrel, make you peace between 

them: but if one of them transgresses 

beyond bounds against the other, then 

fight you (all) against the one that 

transgresses until he complies with the 
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command of God, but if he complies, 

then make peace between them with 

justice and be fair for Allah loves those 

who are fair (and just). (Q49V9) 

              It has been observed that, in Nigerian context, 

where people’s rights are violated with no body to assist 

the oppressed. Instead, the oppressor carries the day with 

no check and balance. This continues to cause more harm 

to the societal wellbeing with no good result. 

In addition, if the view of Ali (1989) could be accepted, 

definitely the country’s democratic condition shall be of 

emulation: 

...individual quarrels are easier to compose than group, 

in the modern world, national quarrels. But the 

collective community of Islam should be supreme over 

groups or nations. It would be expected to act justly and 

compose the quarrel, for peace is better than instability. 

If one party is determined to be the aggressor, the whole 

force of the ummah is brought to bear on it. The essential 

condition of course is that there should be perfect 

fairness and justice and respect for the highest principle. 
31 

The above assertion could be a corrective measure to Nigerian Political 

abnormalities. There is need to develop a country where the law of the land 

will be supreme over all and sundry of any class. Furthermore, God-

consciousness will eventually lead us to attainments of a nation worthy of 

emulation. 

 

Recommendations 

Giving workable recommendations in achieving the concise submission 

provided in this short piece cannot but be of immense importance to the 
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rulers and the followers alike in any given nation. Therefore, in order to 

achieve the goal of this study, we thus recommend that:  

1 Giving the Holy Qur’an prominence in all leadership activities in 

Nigeria will move the country away from its current chaotic, 

corruptible and instability stage. 

2 Fear of God in every individual is the foundation of any successful 

leadership, and, without this, it becomes very difficult for any nation 

to move forward or change positively from its old characters. 

3 Leaders in Nigeria should see as significant all the exemplary 

Qur’anic leadership qualities highlighted in this paper, in order to 

eradicate or reduce to the barest minimum all negative practices 

which have taken over their various endeavours. 

4 Nigerians should note that whosoever seeks political office from 

them MUST have been tested and found very firmly working on all 

the Qur’anic standards analysed in this paper and more. 

5 All political office holders as well as seekers are enjoined to be 

democratic and consultative in all their activities with their 

followers. As mutual consultation is indeed the backbone of Islamic 

leadership. 

6 Finally, justice, fairness, kindness, unity, transparency, fear of God 

and upholding the rule of law are very significant aspects of 

formidable governance, therefore, Nigerian leaders should be 

conversant with all of these in order to make them part of their 

leadership qualities and practicalize them in various system of 

government. 

 

Conclusion 

This paper has in one way or the other opened the veil on some relevant 

standard Qur’anic disciplines that really pointed to the ideal political 

manners expected of political office holders particularly in Nigeria and 

any other given nation. 
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It analyzed that; the contemporary political situation in Nigeria can only 

be refined through leadership with Qur’anic exemplary characters 

where service to humanity cum consciousness of Allah (taqwa-Llaah) is 

the bed rock of governance. Through the standard Qur’anic disciplines 

such as having fear of Allah and love for one another, both leaders and 

followers alike in Nigeria are well equipped with qualitative, exemplary 

and spiritually rewarding leadership traits.  

In other words, the rulers and the ruled should be responsible and 

responsive. To be candid, our political journey will be smooth and hitch-

free, if all and sundry see the Qur’an as the greatest gift of God to 

humanity in order to build a politically balanced society.   
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