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Abstract 
This work on the new status of three principal churches in the growth and 

development of Anglicanism in Ikwerreland of Niger Delta, Nigeria (1907-

2010) discussed the paradigm shift in ecclesiastical institutions. 

Christianity in Ikwerreland, like most Niger Delta communities, did not 

begin until natives took the initiative. In 1895, Christian presence was 

noticed at Oduoha-Ogbakiri. Anglican congregations in the various 

Ikwerre communities were christened after great saints. How did the 

congregations of St Peter’s Isiokpo, St Paul’s Diobu and All Saints’ 

Rumuokwurusi develop to cathedral status and what does it signify in 

Ikwerre Anglicanism and Niger Delta Christianity? The historical, 

descriptive and participant observation approaches were adopted, and 

data were collected through primary and secondary sources. The study 

revealed that the three churches attained new status as principal churches 

in Ikwerre Anglicanism and Niger delta Christianity in a manner akin to 

the ministry of Apostles Peter and Paul. The foundation bishops of the 

churches were Ikwerre ministers. Thus, early Anglican missionaries to 

Ikwerreland were visionary, prophetic leaders with theological insight and 

spiritual foresight. We recommend the planting of strategic churches in 

emerging new communities and complementary relationship in Ikwerre 

Anglicanism for sustenance and expansion of Christianity in Niger Delta, 

Nigeria.    
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Introduction  

There is great dynamism in the leadership, worship and witness of the 

church in Africa. The numerical increase among church people and 
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congregations in Africa over the years has been tremendous and amazing. 

Among other continents of the world Africa is experiencing rapidity in 

church growth. The success of the church in Africa can be attributed to the 

magnificent dedication and perseverance of Africans, increasing creativity 

in the leadership and dependence on the grace of God.  

Christianity in Ikwerreland, like most Niger Delta communities, did 

not begin until natives took the initiative. From Bonny and Kalabari the 

church expanded into Ikwerreland. In 1895, Christian presence was noticed 

at Oduoha-Ogbakiri. The Anglican congregations established in various 

Ikwerre communities were christened by the early missionaries after saints 

of significant importance. Encyclopaedia of world religions (2006, p. 782) 

defines the term saint as signifying a holy person who personifies the best 

qualities of a particular religion to which he subscribes. Some churches 

eventually played out the name of their patron saint. Good examples of 

such are the congregations of St Peter Isiokpo, St Paul Diobu-Port Harcourt 

and All Saints Rumuokwurusi that grew from station church and has 

become a cathedral. Anglicanism encapsulates the doctrine, religious belief, 

faith, characteristic organisation, practice, liturgy and principles of the 

Church of England and other ecclesiastical bodies within the worldwide 

Anglican Communion (Onu, 2019, p.  Kurian, 2005:30).   It is a “very 

positive form of Christian belief; it affirms that it teaches the whole of 

Catholic faith, free from the distortions, the exaggerations, the over-

definitions both of the protestant (reformation) left and of the right wing of 

Tridentine Catholicism” (Neil, 1977, p.119). The question is how these 

churches developed to cathedral status and what it signified in Ikwerre 

Anglicanism and Niger Delta Christianity?   

The study is an examination of the growth process of three Anglican 

churches of Isiokpo, Diobu-Port Harcourt and Rumuokwurusi from station 

to cathedral level between 1907 and 2010. It provided answer to the 

question of when the church was founded in the three communities, their 

patron saints, antecedents to their leadership roles and how did they 

attained new status in Ikwerre Anglicanism? The qualitative research 
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adopted historical, descriptive and participant observation approaches. The 

new African historiography theory centres on the contributions of native 

agency in the development of Christianity in Africa. It examines the variety 

of ways in which natives reacted to this external agent of change (Kalu, 

1980, p. 2). Emphasis is placed on the unsung contributions of various 

categories of indigenous people in the Christianization of Africa. Data for 

this research were collected from primary and secondary sources. 

 

Advent of Christianity in Ikwerreland 

The geo-political entity called Ikwerre constitutes a major ethnic nationality 

in Rivers State of Niger Delta, Nigeria. The name refers to both the people 

and their language who refer to themselves as Iwhuruohna (proper natives). 

The people are found in the Local Government Areas of Port Harcourt City, 

Ikwerre, Obio/Akpor and Emohua. The area is the largest upland 

community in Rivers State with several kingdoms, clans, towns and villages 

constituting a distinct cultural area with more or less the same dominant 

features and significant cultural traits, complex and pattern. Ikwerreland 

stretches from Rebisi (Port Harcourt City) through Obio and Akpor in the 

South East to the International Airport communities of Omagwa, Ipo, 

Isiokpo, Omademe, Ozuaha and Igwuruta in the East. It extends to Ubima, 

Omuanwa, Omudioga, Egbeda, Ubimini, Apani and Omerelu in the North, 

being the boundary towns between Rivers State and Imo State. It runs 

through to Elele-Alimini, Rumuekpe, Itu, Akpabu and Rundele in the West 

and down to Ogbakiri, Emohua and Uvuawhu coastal communities in the 

South.  

Christianity entered Ikwerreland through the waves from the sea. 

Prior to the advent of the Church in the area, the people had maintained 

friendly ties with their principal Niger Delta neighbouring communities 

through trade, marriage, wrestling and other socio-cultural activities. When 

Western education started in the Niger Delta coastal communities through 

the missionary agencies, some Ikwerre families sent their children across to 

be educated. In the process of acquiring western education, they became 
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converted to the Christian faith. Most of these converts returned home and 

started witnessing the love of God in Christ Jesus with passion to their kith 

and kin. The various communities received the Christian message at 

different times, from different directions and by different personnel. 

Through the trade relationship that existed between Chief Ikiri Solomon 

Agbagbue of Oduoha-Ogbakiri and his Kalabari friends, he became 

converted and was baptized as Solomon by Reverend Pokogbo. He 

returned home and started a Christian worship centre at Oduoha-Ogbakiri 

in 1895 under United Native African Church (UNAC) mission. In 1940, the 

congregation merged with the NDP that entered the community few years 

later to become the present St John’s Anglican Church. Indigenous 

evangelists and missionaries who had encountered Christ at Bonny, 

Kalabari and Okrika took the gospel to various communities, and 

established Niger Delta Pastorate (Anglican) and Baptist congregations. 

The communities of Odegu received the gospel in 1900, Apara 1902, Evo 

1904, Isiokpo 1905, Akpor 1912 and Igwuruta 1916.  

 

Founding of St Peter, Paul and All Saints Churches   

In late 1907, Reverend James Boyle, first official Anglican missionary to 

Ikwerreland, made contact with Chief Ishuku, paramount ruler of 

Nkarahia-Isiokpo (Epelle, 1955:71).  It will be recalled that a Government 

school already existed in the area.  The aim of the visit was to obtain 

permission to establish a mission station in the area. The visit led to the 

planting of Saint Peter’s Anglican Church Isiokpo. The church absorbed the 

already existing primary school which offered admission to pupils up to 

Standard six alongside scholarship and employment opportunities. Earlier 

in 1905, some Baptist missionaries had started a congregation at Ogbodo-

Isiokpo in 1905. The Nkarahia church was quick to grow in membership, 

structure, evangelism, leadership and spirituality. By 1914 a worship place 

with corrugated iron roof was erected (Orlu, 1991:26).  

Itinerant Rebisi fishermen and traders who were converted at 

Kalabari, Okrika and Bonny, laid the foundation for Saint Paul’s Church. In 
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1909, the men returned home and started four Anglican worship centres at 

Woko-Ogoloma compound for residents of Oroworukwo and 

Oromeruezimgbu, Mgbuakara for Orogbum, Okporo, Mgbuakara and 

Orominieke people, at Oroije and Rumukalagbor respectively. In 1911, the 

first three congregations were christened St Paul Oroworukwo, St Luke 

Ogbum-nu-abali West and St Peter Ogbum-nu-abali East. Within ten years 

of their existence, search for amalgamation started on the understanding 

that “unity is strength and division a failure” (Omodu, 2012, p.27).  

Representatives of Ogbum-nu-abali West and Oroworukwo met and 

agreed to merge. This was achieved in 1919 with the name St Paul, Diobu, 

while the other two congregations maintained their status. From 1921, the 

three congregations started observing joint worship, and finally in 1923, the 

congregations came under one umbrella- St Paul’s Diobu, Port Harcourt. 

The establishment of Native Court at Rumuokwurusi in 1904 primed 

evangelization of the community. Mr Gabriel A. lyalla of Degema, a court 

interpreter bought some yams on credit from Chief Amadi Ikeani. When 

the creditor noticed some delay in the payment, he decided to a taskforce- 

Thomas Amadi (son), John and Joseph Amadigwe to recover the debt.  The 

trio reached Degema on Saturday; the next they decided to accompany the 

debtor to his worship place to ensure he did not escape. In the process, the 

taskforce were converted to the Christian faith, and finally returned with 

both the debt and the good news. In 1911, they started a worship centre at 

obiri Chief Ikeani (Amadi, 1997, p.7; Chinda, 1989, p.26-27).  The early 

members applied for a church/school teacher to the District Officer at 

Degema who directed the letter to Rev. J. Mar A. Cole, Superintendent of 

Okrika Anglican mission.  Consequently, Mr Peter Okujagu was posted to 

nurture the church christened All Saints’ Rumuokwurusi. The church grew 

steadily in evangelism and leadership and was “licensed for solemnization 

of Holy Matrimony by the Lieutenant-General of Southern Nigeria on 

December 11, 1926” (Obuoforibo, 1990, p. 31). The other St Peter’s are 

Obelle, Omofo-Ndele, Rumuekpe, Rumuepirikom, Hospital Road-Port 

Harcourt, Omuagwor-Omerelu and Omoko-Aluu. The St Paul’s include 
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Okporowo-Ogbakiri, Ogbodo-Isiokpo, Elele-Alimini, Aluu, Egamini-

Ndele, Igwuruta-Ali and Ovugo-Odegu. The All Saints are Rumuokwachi, 

Ada George Road (Izon), Omusunu-Ibaa and Airport-Omagwa.      

 

Call and Ministry of Principal Patron Saints in Ikwerre Anglicanism   

Saint Peter:   The name Peter as given to him by Jesus is derived from the 

Greek petros or petras, Aramaic equivalent Cephas meaning “rock” or 

“stone”. He was originally called Simon or Simeon. His father was Jona 

hence referred to as “son of Barjona” or son of John. He hailed from 

Bethsaida, a fishing village on the Sea of Galilee. He spoke Aramaic and 

lived in Capernaum with his wife. Peter was a professional fisherman with 

his brother Andrew, both of whom associated with John the Baptist before 

becoming disciples of Jesus.  

Lukean account of his call by the Lake of Gennesaret are 

characterized by the finger of God-“He got into one of the boats, the one 

belonging to Simon”; tolerance and generosity- allowed Jesus use his boat 

for preaching; humility-addressed Jesus as Master and confessed his 

sinfulness; honesty- “we toiled all night and took nothing”; willingness to 

obey- “at your word I will let down the nets”; relationship-“they signaled 

their partners in the other boat to come and help them”; commissioning-

“henceforth you will be catching men”; and sacrifice-“left everything and 

followed Him”.   He was a member of the inner circle- Peter, James and 

John, and spokesman of the disciples. He confessed Jesus as Messiah at 

Caesarea Philippi, denied him three times at the courtyard of the high priest 

and was systematically reinstated after resurrection.  

 Peter functioned in the early church as the leader before Pentecost, 

principal preacher, administrator of discipline and first apostle to the 

Gentile mission (New concise bible dictionary, 1989, p. 424). Conservative 

scholarship ascribes authorship of 1 and 2 Peter to him with scribal 

assistance (Holman bible dictionary, 2003, p. 1282). His apostolic stature is 

emphasized by the legendary comment; “they even carried out the sick into 

the streets, and laid them on beds and pallets, that as Peter came by at least 
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his shadow might fall on some of them… and they were all healed” (Acts 

5:15-16). Tradition holds that he was martyred during Neronian 

persecution in Rome probably in about 64 or 65 AD, and was crucified 

upside down because he felt he was unworthy to die in the same manner 

as Jesus. The church commemorates him on June 29.   

 

Saint Paul:  Paul whose name means little was originally called Saul. He 

was a Jew of the Dispersion, his parents were Hebrews and they spoke 

Aramaic language. He was born outside Palestine in Tarsus in Cilicia, a 

Gentile community, and inherited Roman citizenship adopted by his 

parents (Acts 22:3-5).  Tarsus of Cilicia was one of the cosmopolitan cities 

of the Dispersion Jews. The city had some “Paganistic” influence on the 

Jews through stoic teachings. The language of the Synagogue there was 

Greek, and the Bible was the Septuagint. Other oriental religions flourished 

in Tarsus which promised redemption in the form of deliverance from the 

physical body as to make the soul ascend to the realm of pure Spirit. The 

city of Tarsus also witnessed the presence of devotees of Zeus, Isis, Hermes, 

Serapis, and Apollo. 

 Paul was educated under Gamaliel at Jerusalem. He grew up as a 

strict Jew and was a devoted member of the Pharisees who strove valiantly 

to find righteousness through fidelity to the law or torah. He was convinced 

that the followers of Jesus were mistaken in identifying him with Israel’s 

Messiah. This stirred up his spirit to pursue the cause of stamping out 

Christians whom he considered heretics.  Evidently, Paul was reared in a 

Gentile environment but trained in the Jewish tradition. He was a 

professional tent maker, law abiding and respected constituted authority. 

He gave courage to those who stoned Stephen to death in demonstration of 

his religious zeal. Thereafter, he collected authority letter from the priests 

in Jerusalem which empowered him to arrest and prosecute Christians on 

his way to Damascus. 

On his way to Damascus with a resolve to wipe out the Christian 

community there, Christ apprehended Saul and he became henceforth a 
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faithful servant of Christ. The dalmatic conversion through the flash of 

light, his falling from the horse and the accompanying voice, and temporal 

blindness brought a transformation of his religious experience. The 

revelation of Jesus upon his life brought about a complete reconciliation of 

his understanding of Judaism, and channelled his zeal into what he was 

convinced was constructive effort for God. Consequent upon his 

conversion, Paul became an Apostle to the Gentiles, a missionary and 

author of several New Testament books. He was baptized at Damascus by 

Ananias whom God instructed to minster to him for restoration of his sight, 

and spent three years with the brethren amidst suspicion. He visited 

Jerusalem and was accepted by Peter and James on the recommendation of 

Barnabas. His presence and preaching were embarrassing to the Jerusalem 

church. The leaders encouraged him to go elsewhere; and he was conducted 

to Caesarea from where he headed to Tarsus. 

 The church expanded to Antioch of Syria where it experienced 

spectacular growth. There, followers of Christ were first called Christians. 

When the news of Antioch’s evangelistic success reached Jerusalem, the 

apostles sent Barnabas to examine the situation. He observed that the 

effectiveness of the church’s preaching to the Gentiles had ushered in many 

coverts that were ignorant of the Jewish heritage of Christianity. He 

recommended that a man who combined knowledge of Greek language 

and thought as well as a thorough understanding of Judaism was needed 

to instruct the new members. Paul was accepted as most fitted for Antioch 

mission. Barnabas therefore travelled to Tarsus where he found Paul and 

both of them went to Antioch where Paul assumed leadership of the most 

evangelistic Gentile church (Acts 11:25-26). 

The missionary work of Paul was launched during fasting and 

prayer worship in Antioch church. “While they were worshiping the Lord 

and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, ‘set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the 

work to which I have called them’” (Acts 13:2 ). In obedience, the church 

commissioned them with fasting, prayer and laying-on of hands. Three 

missionary journeys were embarked upon by Paul in response to his calling 
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which took him to several nations and cities of the Gentile world. The 

threefold missionary venture had Antioch as a base. In the first journey (46–

48AD), he went with Barnabas and accompanied by John Mark. They got 

to Perga in Pamphilia where John Mark withdrew from their team. They 

made several converts, planted church congregations and returned with the 

news that “a door of faith had been opened to the Gentiles” (Acts 14:27). 

The second journey took place between 49 and 52 AD. In reaction to the 

whether or not John Mark was to accompany them. Paul and Barnabas 

parted ways. Barnabas who insisted on taking John Mark along travelled 

with him, Paul on the other hand, partnered with Silas who was also called 

Silvanus. They travelled from Antioch through Syria to Asia and other cities 

and finally returned to Antioch their base.  The third missionary journey of 

Paul (53-59AD) took him from Antioch through the regions of Galatia, 

Greece, and Macedonia and to Jerusalem in his return. The journey was led 

with heart-breaking experiences. In almost all cities visited he had to say 

farewell. “And they all wept and embraced Paul and kissed him, sorrowing 

most of all because of the word he had spoken, that they should see his face 

no more” (Acts 20:37-38) He had ship wreck due to terrific storm off the 

coast of Malta. In Rome at Nero’s palace, he led the servants to Christ. In 

course of the third venture, Paul was arrested in Jerusalem. He appealed to 

Caesar and he was taken to Rome for fair trial as Roman citizen. As a 

prisoner in Rome, he ministered to Jewish and Gentile Christians, from 

where he wrote some of his epistles. He died in AD 64 during the Neronian 

persecution. As Mears (1986, p. 442) remarked, “Paul changed Christianity 

from its Jewish tribal confines to a worldwide influence”. 

 

Antecedents to the role of St Peter, Paul and All Saints in Ikwerre 

Anglicanism  

Christianity entered Ikwerreland during bishop Crowther’s episcopacy of 

the Niger Territory Diocese. In 1907, the Lower Niger archdeaconry under 

Archdeacon D. C. Crowther took a formal step into Ikwerreland. Isiopko 

church was placed under Kalabari district, headquarters at St Andrew’s 
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Bakana. Isiokpo church faithful reached out to neighbouring communities 

with the gospel and planted new congregations. Growth of the church was 

glaring that in 1920, Ikwerre Anglicans rose to 1,383 from 33 stations 

(Epelle, 1955, p. 72). The churches were sub-divided into Isiokpo and Diobu 

groups with 10 and 23 stations respectively.  

In 1921, members of Isiokpo group made a representation to the 

Delta church authorities for appointment of a resident clergy, and a female 

teacher who would instruct their daughters and fiancés. The next year, 

Bishop Adolphus Williamson Howells visited Isiokpo, and performed first 

rite of confirmation in the heart of Ikwerreland among other Episcopal 

functions. In 1924, the delta church authorities approved St Peter’s Isiokpo 

as headquarters of Isiokpo district. The Reverend A. M. Wokoma was 

appointed the local superintendent and provisional church council 

constituted. In 1933, Isiokpo district church council with part of Etche as 

annex was granted full autonomy.  

The delta church authorities under Bishop Howells pursed the noble 

administrative policy of delimitation of ecclesiastical areas by placing the 

churches in Evo and Rebisi under Okrika district in 1927. The Rebisi 

churches were administered as Port Harcourt Group with St. Cyprian’s 

church Port Harcourt as headquarters. The cosmopolitan environment 

affected the growth of the churches that in 1928, they were granted 

autonomy as Port Harcourt district, with Rev. Sam Williams as first 

superintendent (Obuoforibo, 1990, p. 111). In 1948, St Paul’s Diobu became 

a parish church. A meeting held at the Holy Trinity School hall, Rumuapara 

in 1953 sought to bring the congregations of Apara in Port Harcourt District 

together. This was followed with a petition on May 18, 1953 to the Port 

Harcourt district church council. The request was endorsed by the Niger 

Delta archdeaconry board and approved by Bishop E. T. Dimeari. Thus, on 

January 19, 1954 Apara district was born with St. Paul’s Diobu became the 

headquarters (Omodu, 2012, p.16-17). The district had 9 churches- St. 

Paul’s, St. Thomas’ Diobu, St. Barnabas Elekahia, Holy Trinity Rumuapara, 

Emmanuel Church Okoro-nu-Odo, St. Patrick’s Rukpokwu, St. Andrew’s 
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Rumuola/Rumuadaolu, St. Mark’s Rumuolumeni and St. Matthew’s 

Mgbuoba. Later, St. John’s Rumueme whose church building was 

dedicated by Bishop Gelsthorpe on December 10, 1933 united with the 

district to become ten. The Rev. I.C. Nwosu was the curate at St. Paul’s 

Diobu at the inauguration of the district.  

  The churches in Evo kingdom started meeting at All Saints’ 

Rumuokwurusi, a more central place for fellowship and exchange ideas for 

expansion. This led to the formation of Evo group of churches under the 

leadership of Mr. Wilfred Akah. In 1927, the delta church board placed the 

churches under Okrika District.  Later reorganization in 1934 took them to 

Port Harcourt district. Nineteen years later, they were formed into Evo 

district with headquarters at All Saints’ Rumuokwurusi. The church 

became the first administrative headquarters to emerge in the Dimieari led 

NDD. According to Obuoforibo; 

On Saturday, 17 January, 1953, Umukoroshe (now Rumuokwurusi) 

Parish was officially declared a District and Christened Evo District 

by the Diocesan. He was assisted by the Archdeacon of the Delta, 

Venerable Spiff On the following day, Sunday 18 January; the 

Reverend H. C. A. Nwachukwu was instituted and inducted as 

Superintendent Pastor (1990, p.15). 

The political atmosphere created by the Nigerian civil war enhanced 

organizational growth of churches in Rivers State. The war soured 

communication and relationship between Aba Archdeaconry and rest of 

NDD which was created in 1952. It will be recalled that at the inception of 

Bara Hart’s episcopacy in 1962, a petition for the creation of Aba diocese 

was raised. The desire which was tribal in nature started in 1957 when they 

complained of neglect by authorities of NDD in appointment of members 

to key positions in both church and schools. The Ngwa Anglican union 

formed in 1962 constituted themselves with other groups as planning 

committee on October 21, 1966 and applied for a new diocese. In response 

to the letter and poor state of relationship, the Niger Delta diocesan board 

met and recommended the creation of Aba Diocese. The provincial 
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standing committee met on February 12, 1970 at Ondo and approved that 

part of the diocese of Niger Delta including congregations in Oyigbo area 

be constituted into Aba Diocese (Obuoforibo, 1990, p.71). On January 19, 

1972 Aba diocese was inaugurated. This left NDD with only Bonny, and a 

diocese in Anglican polity cannot be synonymous with an archdeaconry.  

Bishop Yibo Fubara suggested for the carving out of an additional 

archdeaconry out of the existing Bonny. The diocesan board met on 

December 6, 1971 at All Saints’ Rumuokwurusi and adopted the idea for 

the creation of Port Harcourt archdeaconry for purpose of smooth 

administration and evangelism. By the arrangement, the principal delta 

(riverine) churches of Rivers state were to remain as Bonny archdeaconry 

while upland churches to be constituted as Port Harcourt archdeaconry 

with headquarters at St. Paul’s Diobu. As a follow up, the upland districts 

and parishes met at St Paul’s Ahoada presided by Rev. S. Y. Chukuigwe to 

discuss on logistics for inauguration of the archdeaconry (Omodu, 20912, 

p. 51). On January 1, 1972 the archdeaconry took-off, and was inaugurated 

March 5, 1972 by Bishop Fubara which featured institution and induction 

of Ven. Samuel Yemen Chukuigwe of Isiokpo as foundation archdeacon, 

superintendent of Apara district and vicar of St Paul’s parish. Ven. 

Chukuigwe, first Ikwerre priest thus, became first Ikwerre Archdeacon and 

was collated February 27, 1972 at St. Stephen’s cathedral Bonny. The 

archdeaconry comprised of 14 districts-Ahoada, Apara, Eberi-Omuma, 

Elele, Eleme, Etche, Evo, Isiokpo, Ndele, Ogbakiri, Ogoni, Omoku, St. 

Thomas Diobu and Tai. In 1983, Ven. Chukuigwe retired, and was 

succeeded by Alexander Obu Enyindah (4th Ikwerre priest) on January 1, 

1984. The Port Harcourt archdeaconry board met in January 1987 and 

proposed the creation of more archdeaconries along local government 

areas. The idea was an extension of archbishop Joseph A. Adetiloye’s vision 

“to make every state capital of Nigeria a bishopric of the Church of Nigeria” 

which gave rise to the inauguration of eight missionary dioceses in 

September 1990 (Nwankiti, 1998, p.28). The proposed zones were Ahoada, 

Etche, Evo, Ikwerre and Ogoni. Districts/parishes were grouped together 
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with insight into ethnicity, linguistic ties and geographical expression. A 

planning committee for each zone was formed with the archdeacon as co-

ordinator. They were charged to find ways and means of creating the 

archdeaconries. A key condition for including any district/parish into the 

proposed archdeaconry was their ability to clear all indebtedness to the 

diocese and archdeaconry. 

The proposed Ikwerre archdeaconry comprised of the 

districts/parishes of Isiokpo, Ogbakiri, Elele, Ndele, Omagwa, Omudioga 

and Ibaa. The planning committee mobilized churches and effected 

necessary payments to the diocese and archdeaconry.  An application was 

made and endorsed with three others at the synod of NDD on May 21, 1988 

held at St. Michael’s church Buguma. According to Bishop Elenwo (1988, 

p.28), “each of these new archdeaconries would pay a deposit of two-year 

salary of an archdeacon to avoid certain discrepancies. This is a practice all 

over the Eastern Dioceses and the Church of the Province of Nigeria”. On 

January 1, 1989 St. Peter’s Isiokpo became headquarters of Ikwerre 

Archdeaconry with Innocent Chima Amechi of Ogbakiri as pioneer 

archdeacon. The archdeaconry was inaugurated on February 11, 1990 by 

Bishop S. O. Elenwo. The Evo group of churches after initial challenges 

presented an application in 1990, received approval in 1991 and was 

inaugurated on April 6, 1991 at the headquarters-All Saints Rumuokwurusi 

by Bishop Elenwo. The Venerable Edmund C. Ogwo of Omagwa was 

appointed to nurture the Archdeaconry.  

 

New Status of Saint Paul, Peter and All Saints Churches in Ikwerre 

Anglicanism    

The race for elevation of St. Paul’s Diobu to new status of a cathedral lasted 

for seven years. The second archdeacon of Port Harcourt Ven. Alex O. 

Enyindah (JP) constituted a council of laity which was inducted by Bishop 

S. O. Elenwo on October 5, 1986 at St. Paul’s church. The joint 

archdeaconries of Port Harcourt, Ahoada, Etche, Ikwerre and Ogoni council 

of laity met severally from one church to another creating awareness and 
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raising fund. They proposed the creation of a new diocese on March 19, 

1988 to be known as “Port Harcourt Diocese” with headquarters at St. 

Paul’s church, Diobu. An application to that effect was presented to Niger 

Delta diocesan board November 21, 1991 which was read at December 5, 

1991 meeting at holy trinity church, Rumuapara.  

Several protests from riverine members greeted the request. Bonny 

archdeaconry board on March 8, 1993 opposed the inclusion of churches of 

the archdeaconry domiciled in Port Harcourt-St. Cyprian, St. Peter, St. John 

and St. Andrew. Okrika archdeaconry board petitioned against the name 

“Port Harcourt Diocese”. A group-Port Harcourt Aborigine (Warkirike) 

joined in the protest. The joint committee of the archdeaconries of Bonny, 

Okrika, Yenagoa, Kalabari North, Kaiama and Andoni stated; “what the 

uplanders could not achieve in politics, they want to get it through the 

church”. It would be recalled that the upland Rivers people had earlier 

agitated for the creation of Port Harcourt State during the military era.  

The creation of the new diocese became a concern to Nigerian 

Anglican faithful. Acting on the advice of joint council of dioceses east of 

the Niger, the bishops met at St. Cyprian’s Port Harcourt May 31, 1994. The 

NDD held a one-day synod August 9, 1994 at St. Andrew’s Diobu to pass 

constitutional resolution for the creation of Port Harcourt Diocese. 

Secretary of joint council-Bishop M. S. Anikwenwa attended was in 

attendance and addressed the august gathering in which some riverine 

faithful staged a walkout and the synod ended abruptly. The diocesan 

board met again August 29, 1994 at St. Matthew’s church, Nkpogwu and 

set up a nomenclature committee of ten headed by the chancellor- Hon. 

Justice Chief O. Graham-Douglas. They met on two occasions without 

success and the chairman decided to invite some archdeacons to their next 

meeting.  On their meeting a ray of hope flashed, and they adjourned to 

prayerfully approach the issue. The next day Ven. Dr S. C. Nwachukwu 

suggested the name “Niger Delta North” which was unanimously adopted.  

This was presented to the diocesan board on April 4, 1995 at St. Cyprian’s 
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Port Harcourt, and endorsed. The joint archdeaconries for the creation of 

the new diocese had to present a fresh application.  

Finally, at the 2nd session of the 15th synod held May 1, 1995 approval 

was given for the creation of Diocese of Niger Delta North. The decision of 

diocesan board and resolution of synod was conveyed to the Archbishop of 

Church of Nigeria, His Grace, Most Reverend Joseph A. Adetiloye in two 

letters dated May 9 and 20, 1995 praying for approval of the proposed 

“Diocese of Niger Delta North”. A fund-raising launching was organized 

by members of the proposed diocese on November 18, 1995 and #855, 056.00 

was realized. The money was used in renovating the proposed cathedral 

and bishopscourt.  The provincial standing committee met at Holy Trinity 

cathedral, Kano on September 29, 1995 and approved the creation of Niger 

Delta North Diocese. The residual diocese had a one-day synod December 

22, 1995 at St. Peter’s Port Harcourt and appointed archbishop’s advisory 

committee. Surprisingly, some persons petitioned against the composition 

of the committee. To have an assessment of the preparedness of the people, 

the archbishop visited St. Paul’s church, Diobu. Impressed with the 

progress of work, he declared that the diocese would be inaugurated in 

April, 1996. The joint archdeaconries board met at Emmanuel church 

Okoro-nu-Odo on March 29, 1996 and passed eight-point resolution that 

was conveyed to the archbishop wherein they prayed him to release 

without delay the name of the bishop. They also wrote the Niger Delta 

Diocese for postponement of the synod slated for April/May at St. Paul’s 

Ahoada until a bishop is elected for the new diocese. The riverine faithful 

of Niger Delta Diocese apprehensive that an Ikwerre priest might be 

appointed bishop of the new diocese in addition to the incumbent Samuel 

O. Elenwo (Ikwerre), insisted that Elenwo be translated. In his 

determination to see the new diocese take-off, the archbishop paid an 

unscheduled visit on April 12, 1996 at about 2.00pm to inspect the facilities 

at St. Paul’s church especially the bishopscourt located within the premises. 

He had a prayer session in the church, addressed those present and 

emphasised that God is never late in taking decision. He announced 
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election of Right Reverend Samuel O. Elenwo as bishop of Diocese of Niger 

Delta North by translation and posted the siquis on the West door of the 

church; 

Notice of Election of the Bishop for the Niger Delta North Diocese 

13th April, 1996. Whereas the Rt. Rev. Samuel Onyuku Elenwo in the 

Diocese of Niger Delta within our Province has been duly elected 

Bishop of the Diocese of the Niger Delta North. If anyone can show 

any cause or just impediment why the said Rt. Rev. Samuel Onyuku 

Elenwo should not be translated to that See or can offer any 

canonical objection to the Election or form thereof let him signify the 

same to me in writing delivered by hand or registered post within 

fourteen days from this date (Adetiloye, 1996).  

On May 14, 1996 the Primate sent a message for faithful of the new Diocese 

to meet him and his entourage the next day, 12.00noon at Emmanuel church 

Okoro-nu-Odo. Instantly, the Archbishop arrived and was received by 

dignities of the new Diocese. He conducted a rehearsal at St. Paul’s church 

at 5.00pm with Bishop Elenwo and other functionaries.  On Thursday May 

16, 1996 being Feast of the Ascension of our Lord, a new chapter was 

opened in the annuals of Niger Delta church history as the Archbishop, 

Primate and Metropolitan of all Nigeria, Most Rev. J. A. Adetiloye assisted 

by over 30 bishops inaugurated the Diocese of Niger Delta North, 53rd in 

Church of Nigeria (Anglican Communion). The service which commenced 

at 11:00am featured reading of application by representatives of the 

Archdeaconries requesting to be constituted as a diocese; reading of the 

Deed of Relinquishment and Acceptance between the residual diocese of 

Niger Delta and the new diocese of Niger Delta North and enthronement 

of Right Rev Samuel Onyuku Elenwo as foundation bishop. Thus, status of 

St Paul Diobu was raised to a Cathedral, premier Anglican Cathedral in 

Ikwerreland.  The diocese had a bishop, 138 clergy (8 archdeacons, 24 

canons and 92 others), 85 districts/parishes, and about 240 congregations 

(Ntor, 1996:4). During the episcopacy of Ignatius C. O. Kattey, five new 

dioceses were created out of Niger Delta North within fourteen years.  They 
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are Ahoada-27th July, 2004; Ogoni-March 16, 2005; Etche- March 13, 2009; 

Ikwerre- April 20, 2009; and Evo-July 13, 2010. The Cathedrals of Ikwerre 

and Evo Dioceses are St. Peter’s Isiokpo and All Saints’ Rumuokwurusi 

respectively (Onu, 2014, p.69). Thus, St Peter, Paul, and All Saints attained 

their new status as cathedral in Ikwerre Anglicanism.   

The word Cathedral has its root in both Greek (throne) and Latin 

(Cathedra). Nelson’s dictionary of Christianity (2005, p. 140) defines it as the 

mother church of a diocese where the bishop has his cathedra or chair. It is 

the chief, principal or co-ordinating church of a district ruled by a bishop. 

Ordinarily, it is the site of the principal liturgical activities of the bishop and 

his diocese (A dictionary of canon law, 2006, p. 183).  Thus, it is the presence 

of a bishop’s throne, official seat, chair, throne or stool in a church that 

makes it a cathedral, not its size or splendour. As headquarter church, it is 

usually advantaged in its centrality of location, spacious environment, 

numerical strength, financial support, infrastructural development and 

commitment of locals (manpower).  

 

Discussion of Findings   

Our study revealed that the three Anglican churches of St Peter’s Isiokpo, 

St Paul’s Diobu-Port Harcourt and All Saints’ Rumuokwurusi were 

founded in 1907, 1909 and 1911 respectively. While Isiokpo church was 

through a foreign missionary, Diobu and Rumuokwurusi were through 

native agents.   

The two principal patron saints in Ikwerre Anglicanism- Peter and 

Paul were great apostolic leaders of the early church whose ministry and 

leadership roles expanded the church especially on the issue of acceptance 

of Gentile converts. Christening of these churches revealed that early 

Anglican missionaries to Ikwerreland were visionary leaders and prophetic 

ministers with theological insight and spiritual foresight. They foresaw the 

future roles these churches would play in the development of Christianity 

in Niger Delta.  
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The churches maintained leadership position as group, district and 

archdeaconry headquarters. While St Peter premiered group and district 

church leadership in 1920 and 1924 respectively, St Paul became first 

archdeaconry headquarters in 1972. They attained diocesan cathedral status 

in 1996-St Paul’s Diobu for Niger Delta North, 2009-St Peter’s Isiokpo for 

Ikwerre and 2010- All Saints’ Rumuokwurusi for Evo. These were in their 

89th, 102th, and 99th year of establishment. The developments revealed 

Biblical symbiosis. Peter took the gospel first to the Gentiles while Paul 

expanded the mission field; Peter solidified the work with his epistles, and 

they stood as all saints.     

Foundation bishops of the dioceses are Ikwerre indigenous 

ministers-Samuel O. Elenwo of Okorowo-Ogbakiri for Niger Delta North, 

Blessing C. Enyindah of Omerelu for Ikwerre and Innocent U. Ordu of 

Rumuobiokani for Evo. This presented Anglican Christian enterprise in 

Ikwerreland as dynamic in mission and evangelism, and indigenous in 

leadership.  

 

Conclusion 

Christianity started in Ikwerreland from a humble beginning at Ogbakiri in 

1895. As Apostle Peter opened the mission to the Gentiles, so St Peter’s 

church Isiokpo founded in 1907 emerged as premier district headquarters 

in 1924. Paul expanded the mission field, like manner St Paul’s Diobu 

progressed to archdeaconry and diocesan headquarters in 1972 and 1996 

respectively. Isiokpo became a diocesan head in 2009, and All Saints 

cathedral Rumuokwurusi appeared in 2010.  Actualization of the new 

status of the churches revealed Ikwerre Anglican faithful as willing in 

partnership, determined in mission and committed to growth of the church.        

For the sustenance of Anglicanism in the Niger delta and 

development of Christianity in Nigeria, we recommend that:  

i. Complementary relationship among Anglican dioceses in 

Ikwerreland should be pursued for human and material 

development.   
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ii. Deliberate efforts should be made to plant strategic churches 

in emerging new communities in the Niger Delta.  

iii. Synergy between the church and government institutions is 

necessary for effective evangelization and development of 

Nigeria.    
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