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Abstract 

Political parties and elections are very integral parts of democracy, 

especially the western form that is being practiced in Nigeria. They 

form the platforms through which the citizens are made to actively 

participate in the affairs of the state. This worldwide trend known 

as democratization has made the issue of election a crucial political 

imperative. This study examines the relationship between 

politicians and challenges of conducting free, fair and credible 

elections in Nigeria with particular reference to the recent elections 

that were held in the country. The elite theory as put forward by 

Pareto, Michel and Mosca was adopted for empirical appraisal since 

the formation of political parties and electoral conducts are purely 

the dictates of the elites in Nigeria. Materials for the paper were 

majorly sourced through secondary means. The study shows that 

the manipulations, subjugations and alterations being witnessed in 

the country’s political system are serious threats to her democratic 
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journey. Democratic ethos must begin within the individual 

political party in Nigeria before it can translate into the country’s 

national elections. The conclusion of the study is that both political 

party and elections are frameworks that have the capacity to 

consolidate or crucify the any nation’s democracy depending on 

their operationality. Part of the recommendations of the study is that 

the ethos of democracy must be adhered to at both party and general 

elections. More so, the media should be unbiased in the coverage of 

elections and party affairs, and there is need to ensure that people of 

chaste characters are appointed to manage the country’s electoral 

system. 

 

Key Words: Political Parties, Democracy, Election, Consolidation, and 

Elite 

 

Introduction  

It is no news that Nigeria has made tremendous progress as a sovereign 

and independent nation, and numerous landmarks exist all over the 

country as evidence of the country’s growth and development. Among 

many of the aspirations is the idea of democracy. Democracy is a system of 

government which guarantees rapid development through the active 

participation of the people in governance. One of the major advantages of 

democracy is that it is a system involving all the people directly or usually 

through their elected representatives (Anifowose, 2003). 

The argument that an injustice anywhere is believed to be a threat to justice 

everywhere remains potent, the need for every human society to therefore 

strife to be just especially to its members, cannot be overemphasized. This 

is due to the fact that injustice breeds grudges; grudges encourage conflict 

while conflict hinders sustainable growth and development in any society. 

The active participation of the people in the decision making process is 

germane to the attainment of development (Omotola, 2009). Hence, there is 

the need to embrace true democracy and democratic governance in Nigeria. 
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Little wonder why the global political landscape is really drifting to the 

practice of democracy, especially, the liberal form of democracy. 

Providing this background, it is safe to argue that the urge by individuals 

to exercise their rights and freedoms that relate to political participation, 

emancipation and liberation has greatly increased. Any government that 

emerges through the real consent of the people is no just well supported 

but, also encouraged to freely workwith limited opposition. It is therefore 

apt that the will of the people remains the fulcrum on which the political 

pendulum swings. Democracy is a government that is characterized by 

constitution and constitutionalism, rule of  law, freedom of the press, equal 

opportunity, political party or parties, periodic elections, etc. with elections 

serving as the major avenues for the ‘demos’ to directly participate in the 

political process of their state (Ujo, 2000).  

Nigeria has had various forms of government ranging from military, 

interim national government to civilian. While the civilians have been 

finding it hard to hold on to power, the bulk of governance in the country 

has been under the dictates of military heads of state. Each election in 

Nigeria has been greeted with series of accusations and counter accusations 

of rigging, fraud and other election malfeasance at all levels. Many a times 

the elections have generated violence resulting to loss of lives and valuable 

properties (Anifowose, 2003).  

The process and procedure of party formation and elections, coupled with 

the display or exercise, and management of political parties largely 

determines democracy, guarantees the economic, socio-political 

development and growth of any nation and its people alike. Nigeria, which 

has enjoyed years of unbroken civil rule since May 29, 1999, after many 

years of military interregnum, still struggles with democratic growth and 

development and is still in the index of developing nations. After over 

sixteen years of unbroken civil rule, democracy is still being regarded as 

nascent in the country, and our politicians are still learning. This is the irony 
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and paradox of Nigerian democratic experience as well as national 

development. 

The nature of this paper requires one to ask basic questions, the answer of 

which will effectively deal with the research problem. What extent has 

party politics and elections impacted on Nigerian democratic stability and 

consolidation? What are the nature and characters of political parties and 

elections as institutional frameworks and democratic consolidation in 

Nigeria? What are the challenges of political parties and elections as 

frameworks for democratic stability and consolidation? How can the 

challenges facing political parties and elections be managed for democratic 

stability and consolidation? 

 

Literature Review 

Political party 

Political parties have been defined in so many ways. But the myriad 

definitions reflect more than the various perspectives and areas of emphasis 

informed by one’s disciplinary background than a fundamental difference 

in meaning. Political parties are associations formally organized with the 

explicit and declared purpose of acquiring and or maintaining legal control, 

either singly or in coalition with other similar associations, over the 

personnel and the policy of the government of an actual or prospective state 

(Dowse and Hughes, 1972). It should perhaps be emphasized that what 

broadly differentiate a political party from, say, a football team, a welfare 

Organization, or a trade union is a political party’s expressed and explicit 

objectives to control governmental or state powers. 

A political party is an organized group of people who exercise their legal 

right to identify with a set of similar political aims and opinions, and one 

that seeks to influence public policy by getting its candidates elected to 

public office (Dowse and Hughes, 1972). Even though the presentation of 

candidates and the electoral campaign are the functions that are most 

visible to the electorate, political parties fulfill many other vital roles in a 

democratic society. They are also institutionalized mediators between civil 
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society representatives to solicit individual opinion in the public policy 

formulation process. By this, they enable their members’ and supporters’ 

demands to be represented in parliament and in government.  

Prominent tasks of political parties include the to solicit and prioritize 

needs and policy priorities as identified by members and supporters, 

familiarize and educate voters and   citizens in the functioning of the 

political and electoral system and in generating general political values. 

Educate and train party members and leadership on an ongoing basis. 

Balance opposing demands and convert them into general policies. Activate 

and mobilize citizens towards political participation while demonstrating 

how they can transform public opinion into viable policy options. Channel 

public opinion from citizens to government. Recruit and train candidates 

for public office (Dowse and Hughes, 1972). 

 

Election 

Election is one of the most popularly used concepts in a democratic state. 

Obviously, there can never be a democracy without election. Transitions in 

numerous countries today have continued to reveal that democracy is 

possible without election. But what type of democracy is this? Huntington 

is however quick to point out that, a political system is democratic ‘to the 

extent that its most powerful collective decision-makers are selected 

through fair, honest and periodic elections in which candidates freely 

compete for votes, and in which virtually all the adult population is eligible 

to vote’ (Huntington, 1991). 

In its proper sense, election is a process of selecting the officers or 

representatives of an organization or group by the vote of its qualified 

members (Nwolise, 2007). Anifowose (2003) defined elections as the process 

of elite selection by the mass of the population in any given political system. 

Elections provide the medium by which the different interest groups within 

the bourgeois nation state can stake and resolve their claims to power 

through peaceful means (Iyayi, 2005). Elections therefore determine the 
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rightful way of ensuring that responsible leaders take over the mantle of 

power. 

In terms of its origin, election is totally alien to African political systems as 

election to the royal thrones in Africa from time immemorial has been 

through the royal blood. This phenomenon became diffused following the 

advent of colonialism. The traditional institutional systems and the social 

structures adapted from Western models coexist (Riggs, 1967). This means 

in effect that, the traditional institutions choose leaders through the lineage 

of royal blood while the western model imported to the transitional society 

does that through elections. 

However, with the process of political decolonization from 1945, there was 

an extension of the franchise and the scope of representative institutions 

which go with election process. The fact however remains that in the 

transitional societies; elections have often been conducted in such a way as 

to give but a poor reflection of the popular will which have often been 

leading to violence. 

 

Democratic Consolidation 

Succinctly, democratic consolidation implies democratic governance that 

has stood the test of time. This can be assured if those values (such as rule 

of law) that made democracy worthwhile are fully institutionalized. To 

Omotola in Inokoba and Maliki (2011:219), it means a status of democratic 

maturity such that it can no longer be threatened or truncated by 

reactionary forces whether internal or external. In a broader perspective, 

Osaghae in Azeez (2005:24) argues that: 

Democratic consolidation does not simply 

mean the defeat of supposedly undemocratic 

forces and rulers like Kamuzu Banda of 

Malawi or Robert Mugabe of Zimbabwe or 

the putting in place of democratic 

institutions and paraphernalia. The survival 

of democracy has a lot to do with how it is able 
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to better the material conditions of the people 

in terms of provision of effective and 

affordable education, shelter, security of life 

and property, better health care, employment, 

food, portable water and as well as to ensure 

political stability and thereby save the people 

from the scourge of war and other violent 

conflicts. 

According to Kaur (2007:274) ‘democracy become sustainable when there 

is credible opposition capable of replacing an incumbent government by 

offering an alternative outline of politics and strategies that is likely to 

appeal to the electorate’. Form Kaur’s analysis, it could be deduced that a 

vibrant opposition is helpful in the way as the tolerance of such opposition 

by ruling party. By the concept of democratic consolidation, Nwokeke and 

Jayum (2011:130) remark, connotes a deliberate political process in a polity 

by which democracy is ‘so broadly and profoundly legitimatized among its 

citizens that it is very unlikely to break down’. It also relates the act of 

reducing the probability of the breakdown of the system to the point where 

democracy can be said that it will persist. Some scholars view it as regime 

maintenance and about regarding the key political institutions as the only 

legitimate framework for political contestation and adherence to the 

democratic rules of the game. It manifest under enhanced economic 

development, developed democratic culture, stable party system, suffices 

to assert that this cannot be attained in Nigeria until stability is attained. 

This therefore shows that though under democratic regime, Nigeria is 

striving for consolidation. 

This is democracy that will come and stay and which cannot come to an end 

suddenly or abruptly through unconstitutional acts such as military coups 

or dictatorships. Democratic sustainability hinges on the behavioural 

pattern of the practitioners. How democratic are they in their conduct. It 
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required strong institutions that curb the excesses of these of the citizens.  

Democratic consolidation as the process of achieving broad and deep 

legitimation such that all significant political actors believe that popular 

rule is better for their society than any other realistic alternative they can 

imagine. It also connects the act of reducing the probability of the 

breakdown of the system to the point where democracy can be said that it 

will persist. Some scholars view it as regime maintenance and about 

regarding the key political institutions as the only legitimate framework for 

political contestation and adherence to the democratic rules of the game. It 

manifest under enhanced economic development, developed democratic 

culture, stable party system, suffices to assert that this cannot be attained in 

Nigeria until stability is attained. This therefore shows that though under 

democratic regime, Nigeria is striving for consolidation as the republic is 

still trying to find its footing sustenance. 

 

Theoretical Framework 

The works of Plato, Aristotle and other classical philosopher are largely 

focused on the concentration of political power in the hands of a few in the 

early Greek and Roman society. Thinkers such as Pareto, Mosca Michels 

and Marx too devoted their political analysis to how power is used and 

misused by the elite class in different contexts. The domination of power by 

the hegemonic class in many parts of the contemporary world can thus be 

said to be nothing new but has a robust pedigree. 

In political science, elite theory is a theory of the state which seeks to 

describe and explain the power relationships in contemporary society; the 

theory posit that a small minority, consisting of members of the economic, 

political elite and police, planning networks, holds the most power and that 

this power is independent of a state’s democratic elections process. 

Through positions in corporation of corporate boards and influence over 

the policy-planning networks through financial support of foundations or 

positions with think tanks or policy-discussion groups, members of the elite 

are able to exert significant power over the policy decisions of government. 
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Elite theory stands in oppositions to pluralism in suggesting that 

democracy is a utopian ideal, it also stands in oppositions to state autonomy 

theory. 

Robert Michels, a Sociologist who developed the iron law of oligarch where 

he assets social and political organizations are run by few individuals and 

social organization and labour divisions are key. He believed that all 

organizations were elitist and that elites have three basic principles that 

help in the bureaucratic structure of political organization. 

An important issue raised by Pareto in his work is that political elite 

insulate and isolate themselves from their society and try as much as 

possible to reproduce themselves from within. Pareto sketched alternating 

types of governing elites, which he likened, following Machiavelli, to lions 

and foxes. Michels rooted elites (“oligarchies”) in the need of large 

organizations for leaders and experts in order to operate  efficiently; as 

these individuals gain control of funds, information flows, promotions, and 

other  aspects  of  organizational  functioning  power  becomes concentrated  

in  their  hands  (Michels, 1915; Linz, 2006). Emphasizing the inescapability 

and also the relative autonomy of elites, all three men characterized 

aspirations to fully democratic and egalitarian societies as futile. 

One major criticism of the theory is that it places too much emphasis on 

elite without considering other social variables like group, ethnicity, and 

religion among others that also play important in power distribution in a 

state. Pareto also argued that the dominant class after tries to frustrate any 

efforts at the ‘collective circulation of elites’ and would rather support 

individual recruitment. The position of Mosca is slightly different from that 

of Pareto. Mosca disagrees with Pareto that elite recruitment is only 

possible on an individual basis. He believes in the possibility of one social 

class replacing another. Mosca also believes that there exists already in 

many societies of the world group of people that facilitate communication 

between the elite and non-elite are thus potential tools for relatively large-

scale elite recruitment. Those referred to as sub-elites by Mosca include all 

manner of professionals, most especially those public servants who 
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translate the policies of the elite’s into concrete developmental issues in the 

society. 

Political party formation and election in Nigeria are contests between 

elitism and democracy. Elitism, as Weish (1979:10) argued, is a system in 

which the exercise of political control by a small number of persons 

institutionalized in the structures of government and political activity. The 

typical godfather in the Nigerian politics, basically seek to manipulate state 

officials and institutions for this own interests. Conflicts occur only when 

their clients refuse to be manipulated and growth of a democratic process. 

Democracy has to do with the protection of the interest of all and should 

not only focus on the narrow interest of the privileged in the society. The 

matter becomes more serious when the intention of the powerful elites is to 

exploit the state. 

The other point that must be made is that, true democracy comes from the 

grassroots and not from the top; it evokes from effective participation of the 

citizenry in the political process. In a democracy, the governed do not only 

comes out to exercise their voting rights, they also have the right to be voted 

for. Political Godfathers use their influence to block the participation of 

others in Nigeria political and electoral process. These therefore bring 

collapse and abuse to the existence of democracy in the Nigeria politics. 

Elite theory is therefore, considered preferable and appropriate for the topic 

under examination as it gives an extensive approach to the understanding 

of party formation and election Nigeria’s Fourth Republic. The elites cut the 

shots in Nigeria by framing and implementing policies across boards. 

Electoral laws are made by and for the privilege few in our society.    

 

Political Parties, Elections and the Consolidation of Democracy in 

Nigeria 

In organized democracies, political parties constitute the pivot on which the 

wheels of democracy rotate. However, in nascent democratic states, 

especially those with long years of military dictatorship the Nigeria, the 

relevance of democracy lies in the conduct of manipulated elections, 
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sharing of national loot and manipulation of the constitution under the 

pretext of constitutional review to accommodate the whims and caprices of 

political office holders. Here, the roles expected of political parties are 

limited to the fielding of candidates for various elections and canvassing 

for votes from the electorate. 

But Nwafor-Orizu (2011) has argued that the simple case of conducting an 

election into various public offices under different political umbrella does 

not alone reflect democracy in action. Any democracy that does not go 

beyond the conduct of election is half-baked democracy. Ironically, 

Nigerians are prepared to accept this half-baked democracy because half 

bread, according to them, is better than none. Again, the worst elected 

civilian regime is better than the best military dictatorship. Nigeria needs 

full-blown democracy and this can only be possible if the political parties 

in the country are alive to their responsibilities. 

Political parties are expected to develop and work with articulate political 

ideologies, to screen and select candidates for elective positions, to 

formulate coherent public policies, to provide political education on regular 

basis for the masses, serving as links between the government and the 

people and checking the excesses of the government in power (ruling party) 

with constructive criticisms devoid of bitterness and rancor. It is obvious 

therefore that the survival of the democratic processes is directly linked to 

the ability of the political party (parties) to exhibit the above roles in a 

manner that will lead to the stabilization of the democratic regime (Jega, 

2007).  

Obviously, the existence of vibrant political parties seems indispensable for 

the consolidation or sustenance of democracy in any polity. In Nigeria’s 

first and second republics, political parties were regionally based and their 

activities led to the collapse of those democratic experiments. From then till 

date, Nigeria is always guilty of lacking a sustainable political party system 

based on a coherent ideology. Political parties in Nigeria are usually formed 

along ethno-cultural, geo-political and religious lines as observed by Ball 

(1983). This has not helped the consolidation process since it encourages 
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ethnic chauvinism and parochialism, irredentist sentiments and geo-

political exclusiveness. 

Abacha instituted a National Constitutional Conference Commission, 

which fashioned a new constitution for consideration by the Abacha junta. 

This (constitution) and many other political institutions established by that 

regime, events were to prove, were tailored towards the achievement of the 

Abacha self-succession bid (“hidden  agenda”), like Babangida attempted 

before him. Under the Abacha’s transition programme, eighteen political 

associations applied for registration as political parties, out of which five 

were registered, viz: The Congress for National Consensus (CNC), the 

Democratic Party of Nigeria (DPN), the Grassroots Democratic Movement 

(GDM), the National Centre Party of Nigeria (NCPN) and the United 

Nigeria Congress Party (UNCP) (Kurfi, 2005). 

The anti-democratic, self-succession activities of Abacha were to later 

negatively impact upon the ability of those political institutions to perform 

their political functions in a democracy. One of the parties (UNCP) became 

the major vanguard through which Abacha’s self-succession bid was to be 

realized. In the elections that were conducted from the local government to 

the national legislature, the UNCP swept more than 80% of the seats. 

Various analyses of that regime’s activities point to the fact that Nigeria was 

gradually moving towards a one party State, especially when all the parties 

finally adopted Abacha as their ‘sole’ presidential candidate. In the words 

of Yaqub (2002): For once in the political history of this country, there 

loomed large the frightening and fiendish prospects of turning Nigeria into 

a one-party state, given the predominant ‘performance’ of the UNCP in the 

largely discredited elections, held from the local government to the national 

assembly levels. Abacha died in June 1998, before the completion of the 

electoral process he had set in motion, which was to see him emerge as the 

sole presidential candidate for the presidential election of that era which 

ended another era of national deception.  

A point to note here is that without viable, democratically managed 

political parties, it will be impossible to have a ‘lasting’ democracy. Parties 
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are supposed to be the strong pillars and instruments through which 

democracy can be cultivated and entrenched. While stressing this point, 

before setting the democratic proceedings that led to the fourth republic 

gained firm footing, General Abdulsalam Abubakar stated that: ‘In 

particular, democratization was marred by maneuvering and manipulation 

of political institutions, structures and actors. In the end, we have only 

succeeded in creating a defective foundation on which a solid democratic 

structure can neither be constructed nor sustained (Gen. Abubakar, 1998)’. 

It was in line with the above reasoning that Abubakar dissolved the five 

political parties registered by the Abacha’s regime. He equally cancelled all 

the elections that were conducted. The Abubakar administration 

announced that it would not stay in office one day more than was 

necessary. The Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC) it set 

up initially granted provisional registration to nine political parties, with 

the condition that after the local government elections of that year, those 

that had 10% votes and above in at least 24 states of the Federation would 

qualify to contest the subsequent State and Federal elections.  

Eventually, only the Alliance for Democracy (AD), All Peoples Party (APP), 

and People’s Democratic Party (PDP) were registered. Some months into 

the fourth republic, with Obasanjo as President, politicians began to 

clamour for the registration of more parties. The government refused to 

register more political parties; hence, unregistered associations went to 

court and won. Court judgment in favor of political associations thus, 

opened the floodgate for up to 30 parties by the time 2003 elections took 

place. The number has since grown to 50 (2007). Irrespective of this 

multiplication of parties, the fact on ground shows a picture where apart 

from a few isolated States in the northern parts of the country, the PDP now 

controls more than 70% of the Nigerian political offices at the federal, state 

and local government levels. Kebbi and Jigawa state governors having been 

blackmailed with EFCC reports on them, have followed PDP advice and 

crossed carpet en mass with their legislators to the ruling party in 

preparation for the 2007 election. These data draw a line of similarity of 
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purpose with the Abacha sponsored UNCP, which the people have already 

alluded to. The 2003 elections was characterized by large-scale electoral 

fraud on the part of the PDP- led Federal Government, thus, buttressing the 

accusation that their party wants to be the only political party in Nigeria. It 

was so bad in some states like Rivers state, which in its Presidential Election 

results (2003), recorded more votes cast for the Presidential aspirants than 

the number of registered voters for that State. 

The opposition parties (ANPP, AD, APGA, etc) that ought to serve as 

alternative parties (or to represent “shadow cabinets”) have been 

strategically weakened through the overt and covert activities of the 

Obasanjo led PDP. Facts surrounding the recent attempt to get a third term 

for President Olusegun Obasanjo tended to lend credence to the argument 

that there is no vibrant opposition party in Nigeria. Like Babangida and 

Abacha before him, Obasanjo wanted to remain permanently in office by 

seeking subtly to amend the 1999 Constitution to let him have a third term 

in office. That attempt and strategy finally failed, but Nigerians should not 

be surprised at the unfolding of a “Plan B” in future – a projected plan to 

author pandemonium as an excuse for declaration of a state of emergency 

and, ultimately, tenure elongation which the third term bid failed 

legislatively and constitutionally, to achieve. As earlier noted, opposition 

parties are expected to function as barometers of change in the nation’s 

political mood. When voters become frustrated with, and are alienated 

from the positions of the ruling party, they should have alternatives to 

switch to. It is unfortunate to state that in this dispensation, this vital 

democratic content is, to a large extent, lacking in the politics of 

contemporary Nigeria, although, the nation presently showcases well over 

forty opposition parties. The implication of these antidemocratic practices 

is that the likelihood of attaining democratic consolidation in Nigeria looks 

dim. This is a common characteristic of the present fragmented party 

system that the country showcases. 

Fragmented party system in this work refers to one, which is made up of a 

large number of opposition parties that are largely divided. Because of 
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these serious divisions, the power of the incumbent party is reinforced, 

while other parties offer no real opposition in the legislature. Analysts have 

argued variously from the political economy point of view that this nature 

of party politics persists in Nigeria because of the economic weaknesses of 

the opposition parties (weak economic base). They buttress this argument 

with the fact that while the ruling PDP can pay generously for her expenses, 

the opposition are economically weak, hence, people decamp and cross-

carpet easily. 

From the analysis so far, these factors include, but are not restricted to, the 

nature of the present political elite, lack of political ideology, low level of 

politics of socialization, hangover or lingering effects of military 

dictatorship, politics of money, corruption, the underdeveloped nature of 

the legislature, foot-dragging by the judiciary, lack of a vibrant civil society 

(advocacy) groups, but the one that is of concern in this work; the weak, 

fractured and uninstitutionalized (fragile) political parties (especially of the 

opposition). 

This was achieved with the full support of the political elites and to some 

extent, the people who had benefited from the largesse of State extended to 

them by the Presidency. Apart from the PDP, all the other parties are either 

in disarray, coma or narrow based, thus making it difficult for them to resist 

narrow class or sectional interests. Recent events show that even the so-

called ruling party (APC) has been hijacked to the point of projecting only 

the narrow interest of a clique of individuals called the ‘cabal’. A major 

problem associated with parties that are uninstitutionalized is the 

prevalence of voter apathy. Uninstitutionalized parties develop shallow 

roots in the society. This factor has led to a low rate of party identification 

(in Nigeria) among voters, which also leads to high electoral volatility. This 

leads to unrepresentative governance and major policy instability. Again, 

when parties are uninstitutionalized, voters vote according to personal 

perceptions or connections instead of along party lines. All these lead to the 

weakening of democratic accountability and violation of the laws by 

political leaders. When parties generally lack strong institutionalization, 
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they showcase a low level of organization and get hijacked by a few party 

leaders who dictate for the majority. This is virtually the case with Nigeria’s 

PDP under the leadership of Obasanjo (Ibeanu, 2007).  

With this trend, the result is that it becomes difficult for parties and the 

nation’s democracy to be consolidated and stabilized. Without consolidated 

and stable parties, voters cannot enjoy effective representation; neither can 

they be properly organized or mobilized. Political participation can equally 

not be structured; the weak and mercurial parties (like the JP, APGA, AD, 

CP) cannot be expected to fulfill the functions of monitoring and checking 

those in government, how much more of providing alternative 

governments. Evidentially speaking, Nigeria’s fourth republic parties are 

basically fractured and uninstitutionalized (fragile entities) and have thus, 

failed in their democratic responsibilities of aggregating social interests, 

representing specific constituencies, structure votes during elections, and 

serving as intermediaries between State and society. 

Sustaining the life span of the country’s democracy beyond 2019 may be 

seen as the sole responsibilities of the major political parties and the 

Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC), however, the 

activities of the men and women that are inherent in these institutions are 

also very paramount. With the high stakes in politics today, every actor 

wants to emerge victorious using any available means. The danger is that 

the means may cripple the eventual end if the sanctity of it is not 

considered. Major political parties in Nigeria usually see the election 

periods as avenues to wreak havocs if it will guarantee victory.  

 

Recommendations 

On the basis of the findings of this research, the following 

recommendations are proposed which will help to address some of the 

issues raised in the course of the research undertaking. 

i. Politicians in Nigeria should imbibe genuine democratic culture 

and learn to relegate their personal interests to supreme national 

interest which is peace, political stability and economic 
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development by allowing popular expression to decide who 

should be in control of political leadership during conduct of 

elections. For democracy to thrive and for Nigeria to continue to 

enjoy international legitimacy, their value orientation must 

change. Election must no longer be seen as the end of everything.  

ii. The mass media needs to play a more significant role in promoting 

and strengthening the credibility of the electoral system and party 

politics.  

iii. Credibility of elections by the elections manager must be ensured 

from the party primaries to the general elections. 

iv. Government at all levels should deal with issues of mass poverty 

and unemployment. As long as people remain poor and lack 

access to basic means of livelihood, they will remain susceptible 

to all kinds of manipulations by politicians, including being used 

to ferment violence during and after elections which pose 

challenges to credible, free and fair elections in the country.  

v. The caliber of INEC’s leadership is crucial. A mechanism for 

choosing people with both competence and integrity is essential 

if INEC is to develop as a functional institution that can improve 

its capacity to deliver free and fair elections.  

vi. The need to encourage the culture of progressive opposition 

politics is of crucial importance to the future of Nigerian 

democracy. It is widely known most Nigerian politicians always 

prefer to be on the winning side and would therefore prefer to 

strike deals with the winning party. 

vii. Respect for the rule of law is the leeway to sustaining the nation’s 

democracy. Political parties, election managers, politicians, 

electorate and other stakeholders should act in accordance with 

the available laws as failure to do so threaten the longevity of the 

life of this democratic journey.  
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Conclusion 

No doubt that political parts and elections are integral frameworks of 

democratic consolidation as they present avenues for people to actively 

participate in the democratic process. The place and vitality of elections in 

democracy cannot be over-emphasized. Ideally, election is a means of 

determining the will of the people regarding their choice of political leaders 

and regime types. In essence, both the process and the outcome of election 

should reflect the consent and aspirations of the people as organized 

electorate. This implies that apart from being a routine periodic democratic 

exercise, election must be competitive, transparent, free and fair as well as 

credible in order to live up to its democratic essence and merit.  

In Nigeria, the issue of election has been a problematic endeavor over the 

years. The electoral process in Nigeria is psychologically alienating for the 

vast majority of the people who are largely outsiders and are only 

periodically inserted in the process when they cast their votes. At the same 

time this alienation is underscored by the fact that even when these vote 

casters have completed the ritual of voting, the outcome bears little 

semblance to what they chose in their ballots. Besides, there have been 

problems of electoral violence, fraud and irregularities bulk of which to a 

large extent arose from the excesses of the politicians in their desperate bid 

to capture, control or remain in power. These erode established electoral 

standards and defy the prospects of free, fair and credible elections in the 

country. The 2007 and 2011 general elections were particularly disastrous 

because they were defined by rigging, ballot box stuffing, stealing and 

snatching of electoral materials eliminating opponents and false declaration 

of losers as winners. The respect that Nigerian democracy enjoys today is 

due to the outcome of the 2015 elections and the integrity of the new leader 

of the country.  

There is no best form of government anywhere in the world. The best form 

of government is one that is best administered. Nigeria’s democratic 

experiment will yield positive results if the ruling party as well as the 
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opposition parties were ready to employ decency and decorum in the way 

and manner they administer the polity. 

The obstacles to the democratization process in Nigeria lies not in the form 

or type of government but in the style our leaders adopt in governing the 

masses. Democracy has not been fully or even partially consolidated in 

Nigeria because the political parties in operation since 1999 till date are not 

ready to sustain the ideals of democracy. Democracy can only be 

consolidated in Nigeria if the above recommendations are given priority by 

the government of the day and if the existing political parties imbibe the 

tenets of democracy and stop the politics of desperation. 

An equally important finding that was made is that, the electoral malaise 

have implications for democratic consolidation in Nigeria as democratic 

stability cannot be super-imposed or predicated on a shaking, unstable and 

unpredictable crises-ridden social and political environment as the chances 

that Nigeria’s democracy with flourish are undoubtedly becoming slimmer 

and slimmer after each elections due to post-election violence in protests of 

irregularities which may not only affect the legitimacy of government but 

also the citizens‟ affection or believe in democracy as a suitable model of 

government. 
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