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Abstract 
The menace of cultism, an inimical act and global issue that destroys the 

fabrics of the society generates incessant killings in Nigerian tertiary 

institutions today.  The different cult groups clash on daily basis and 

parents becoming more apprehensive to send their children to school for 

fear of being harassed by cultists. This paper thus, looks into the concept 

of cultism and cult, the origin of cults in Nigerian institutions of learning, 

their modes of operations, causes and effects on the educational system. 

The paper examines the impact of religion and moral education in curbing 

the act using Islam and Christianity which are the two major religions as 

basis. These two religions teach righteousness, love, tolerance purity, 

chastity, honesty, integrity, humility and peace. The paper concludes that, 

the two religions should be made compulsory for all students in Nigerian 

tertiary institutions irrespective of discipline in order to instill the fear of 

God in the mind of the students as previous researches indicated that 

those that studied religion such as Islamic Studies and Christian Religious 

Studies hardly engage in the act.  

 

Key words: Cultism, Religion, Moral Education, Tertiary Institutions, 

Education. 

 

Introduction  

In Nigerian tertiary institutions, cultism has been a long-stand enemy that 

provided negative impacts on people as it causes students assassination, 

sexual harassment, rape, murder, theft and other forms of criminal acts 
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which have turned these institutions into places of worry to the 

educationists, parents, guardians, religious bodies and all other 

stakeholders in the society. Despite the various measures taken to address 

the spate of cultism in Nigerian higher institutions which include the 

enactment of Decree 47 of 1989 that pronounced a number of year jail term 

of any cultist found guilty (Fasanmi, 2006), many young people still engage 

in cultism with various violent activities such as thuggery, drug addiction, 

killing, maiming, raping and idleness.  

 

Some children are introduced and initiated in their tender age in order to 

assure the succession of their parents in the organization (Fadipe, 1970).  

Their activities have become a wind blowing fear, death and disaster all 

around. Ajayi et al (2010) affirmed that, there is no single Nigerian 

institution of higher learning that has not experienced the menace of 

cultism and there is hardly no academic session without reported cases of 

cultism in most Nigerian tertiary institutions. The National Policy on 

Education which reflects the National educational objectives has been 

geared towards self-realizations, individual and national efficiency, 

effective citizenship, national consciousness and national unity as well as 

towards social, cultural, economic, political, scientific and technological 

emancipation. In other words, education is expected to play a role in the 

achievement of these. Therefore, cultism, an enemy to the above stated 

educational objectives need to be addressed. 

 

Concept of Cultism and Secret Cult  

The word cultism may be referred to as the formation of a group of initiates 

or adherent round the figure of a god, a saint or even a living being. It may 

involve the practice of a particular doctrine within the body of religious 

belief (Pemede and Viavonu, 2010, Ogunbameru and Daodu 2003). It is the 

system or practice of a group of people known as cult with a religious, 

philosophical or cultural identity sometimes viewed as sect, often existing 

on the margin of society or exploitative towards its members. According to 
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Okorie (2001), Cultism is an association or organization of people or youth 

in which members are bound by an oath of secrecy which requires elaborate 

forms of ritualistic invitation to the group and also adopts some handgrip 

as means of mutual recognition among the members. The Oxford Advance 

Learner’s Dictionary (2000) defines cultism as a ritual practice that involved 

into the group of people, their policies, rituals and admission are kept secret 

from the general public.  

 

From the above different definitions, cultism can be seen as a group or 

association whose membership, admission policy and initiation formalities 

as well as its mode of operation are done in secret and kept secret. 

According to Ogunbameru and Daodu (2003), it is possible to distinguish 

several characteristics of cultism to: 

 

- Spiritual or religious practice 

- Group of individuals 

- Secret practice 

- Policies that are unknown for the general public  

 

Cultism is one of the social issues and problems that demands immediate 

attention so as to protect the values and lives of people and the society in 

general. The term “cult” is capable of various interpretations depending on 

the person defining it. The word cult is derived from Latin word ‘cultus’ 

which means both cultivation and worship. The Longman Dictionary of 

Contemporary English (2000) defined “cult” as the group of people 

believing in a particular system of religious worship with the special 

customs and ceremonies, worship of or loyalty to a person, principle or 

idea. Ogunbameru (1997) defined a secret cult as an organization whose 

activities are kept away from the knowledge of others. These activities are 

essentially covert, disguised and are usually carried out behind closed 

doors (Aguda 1997). defined Secret Cult to be any form of organization 

whose activities are not only exclusively kept away from the knowledge of 
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others but such activities are carried out at odd hours of the day and they 

often clash with accepted norms and values of everyday life. Campus cults 

are usually nocturnal in their operations. Members are under spell and 

bound never to reveal the indents or business of the group and carry out 

any duty that might be assigned to them by the group.  

 

Above all, campus cult otherwise, called secret cult, a secret society is an 

illegal and illegitimate association. The members of this group are usually 

described as Cultists. Their activities are being carried out at odd hours of 

the day and are limited only to the knowledge of their members. Therefore, 

Cultism are being characterized by membership not open to the general 

public and members meet secretly. Also member have what is called "Sign 

language" either by the way they greet, their mode of dressing or what 

colour they put on. They have Grand Master who they worship and pay 

allegiance to all the time. They swear an "oaths of secrecy" meaning that 

members should not disclose what they do to non-members. Most of their 

members are ignorant of the true intentions of their leaders. Age is never a 

barrier provided you are willing i.e young, middle-aged or old people 

belongs to different cult groups of their choice. Sometimes, members are 

initiated by force. 

 

However, from these definitions, we can deduce two types of cults.  The 

first one is the cult formed without religious undertone, which is called 

sacred cult.  Sacred cults are those that have affinity to deities.  It relates to 

the belief of a particular group of people who invoke supernatural power 

with sacred key (Oyinloye 1998, cited in Ajuwon and Oyeniyi, 2010).  

Another type of cult is secret cult, which is the heart of this paper. Oyinloye 

(1998) describes it as the union of group of persons devoted to a fashion or 

craze, which has no religious inclination.  To Babatunde (1998) “a secret cult 

is a society with supernatural magical and mysterious practices.  It is a kind 

of organization opposed to the constituted authority and engaged in crime 

and other anti-social behaviour. The1989 constitution of the Federal 
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Republic of Nigeria (section 329) (i) defines secret cult as “any association, 

group or body of persons whether registered or not that: 

 

(a) use secret signs, oaths, rites or symbols which is formed to promote a 

cause, the purpose or part of the group which is to foster the interest of 

its members and to aid one and another under any circumstances 

without due regard to merit, fair play or justice to the detriment of the 

legitimate interest of those who are not members. 

 

(b) the membership of which is incompatible with the functions of dignity 

of any public office under this constitution and whose members are 

sworn to observe oaths of secrecy; and  

(c) the activities of which are not known to public at large, the name of 

whose members are kept secret and whose meetings and other 

activities are held in secret. 

            From these definitions one can deduce that, the activities of operation 

of secret cult are: 

-  act of terrorism 

- violent 

- not disclosed 

- done secretly 

- protecting members at the expense of other group of organization 

whose activities are not only exclusively kept away from the 

knowledge of others but, such activities are carried out at odd hours of 

the day, and they often clash with the accepted norms and values of 

everyday life. 

 

Origin of Secret Cult in the Universities and Colleges of Education 

According to Erhuvwujefe (2012), Cultism in Nigeria started as a 

confraternity rather than as a cult. The major difference between a 

confraternity and a cult is that while a confraternity is ideologically based, 

a cult has well defined religious rules. In Nigeria, a confraternity is a group 
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that is normally university based' on initiated. However, these groupings 

eventually spread to street and creeks in the 1990’s. The first confraternity 

known in Nigeria was the ‘Pyrates confraternity. It was formed by the noble 

prize winning author Wole Soyinka in 1952, at the University College, 

Ibadan with six others. According to the Pyrates the magnificent seven as 

they called themselves, “the confraternity was formed to speak for the 

poor”. It was essentially elitist confraternity. Membership was open to any 

promising well student regardless of tribe or area but selection was 

stringent and most applicants were denied. For almost twenty years (1952 

- 1972) the Pyrates were the only confraternity on Nigeria Campuses 

(Wikipedia, 2009 quoted in Erhuvwujefe). 

 

In the late 1960's campuses were largely affected by the Nigeria Civil war 

which wracked the country till 1970. However, in 1972, sources including 

Wellington (2007) claimed that a former member of the Pyrate Dr. Bolaji 

Carew and some others were expelled from the Pyrates confraternity. This 

development and some other led to the withdrawal of the Pyrate from the 

campuses and formally registered as a social organization with the name 

“Nigeria Association of Sea dogs (NAS)” while the expelled members 

formed a parallel confraternity by the name' National “Association of Sea 

Lords”. These new fraternity was and still is called “The Buccaneers”. The 

Buccaneers expectedly modeled after its parent grouping, largely copying 

the sea dog structure, symbols and ceremonies. The major difference 

between the sea dog and Sea Lord Fraternity was mainly in approach to 

issues where as the sea dog use the elitists approach - dialogue, the sea lords 

were more confrontational. In the 1980's, confraternities spread through the 

area of three hundred institutions of higher learning in the country 

(Wikipedia, 2009). The Neo-Black Movement for Africa also called the Black 

Axe emerged from University of Benin while the supreme Eiye 

confraternity also known as the National Association of Air Lords broke off 

from Black Axe in 1983. University of Calabar then founded the Eternal 
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fraternity order of the legion consortium (the Klansmen Confraternity in 

1984).  

 

A former member of the buccaneer formed the supreme Vikings 

confraternity (the adventures or alternately Denorsemen club of Nigeria). 

Interestingly by this period, the then military government under General 

Babangida rather than see the evil of cultism instead saw these 

confraternities (cults) as a weapon to checkmate the academia's who were 

the only organized groups that can challenge the military junta at that time. 

The confraternities were- thus provided with weapons, cash remuneration 

and protection to oppose and quell possible dissenting voices from the 

campuses. The same author went into quote Emeka Akudi (a sociologist) as 

saying that some Vice Chancellors protected confraternities which were 

known to be violent and use then to attack students adjudged to be 

troublesome.  

 

The Obafemi Awolowo University crisis 1991 corroborated the above view 

when the student union leader had to call on the federal government to 

hold the Vice Chancellor responsible for the mayhem in the campus as a 

result of his failure to rusticate an earlier identified eight cultists in the 

campus. The Vice Chancellor Professor Owolabi was later dismissed by the 

FGN. Three major reasons have clearly been identified as being responsible 

for confraternities emerging into cults in Nigeria universities. These were 

properly summarized by Lewa, in Naira land forum 

(2006) as:  

 

i.  The proscribing of campus cults (confraternities) by the 

Buhari/Idiagbon Junta in 1985. 

ii.  The decay in educational institutions in Nigeria and 

iii.  The militarization of universities by successive dictatorship 

government. 
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Lewa (2006) further explained that these actions, drove most of the groups 

underground and gave way to excesses. Wellington (2007) added 

that by this time the splintered cult groups introduced a new 

dimension into confraternities' tradition: Before carrying out any 

activities, they would practice voo doo rituals. 

 

Variants of Secret Cult 

  Many scholars (Adeniji and Ajikanle (2005); Molagun (2003) ; Adeola 

(1977); Kolawole (1997); Erhuvwejefe (2012); Ajuwon and Oyeniyi 

(2010); Salubuyi and Umar (2017); Aturuchi (2019); Oyedeko et al (2014); 

Ajayi et al (2010); Alanama et al (2018); Babaturide (1997); Fawole (1997), 

Brown (1999); Rotimi (2004); Owoeye (1997);  Umaru (2005) and 

Odudele (2014) reveal different groups of cults that exist in the higher 

institutions such as Universities and Colleges of Education to include: 

The Mafias,  Sea Dogs,  Black Cat, Air Works, Eiye, Pyrates , Buccaneer, 

Black Axe, Vickings, Black Berets, Green Berets, Black Cobra, Ekpo, Ku 

Klux Klan (KKK), Masqurades,  Crystal Brothers , First brothers , 

Rainbow, Mgba Mgba, Brother Cobra, Lynx, Sonmen, Mafia Cult, 

Panama, The Dragons, The Frigates, The Walrus, The Baracudas, The 

Kimalayas, The Neo Black Movemens, Musketeers, Trojan Horse, 

Temple of Fraternity, Eden Fraternity, The Mafioso Confraternity, Osiri 

Confraternity, Ostrich Confraternity, The Burkina Faso, The Scrorpion, 

Cappa Vendetto, The Canary etc. 

 

The above types are meant for male while females are involved in: 

Amazon, The Pink Ladies, Daughters of Jezebel, Mermaid, Black 

Stockings, Sisters of Morning Star, Black Brassiere, Angle go, Daughters 

of Angle etc. 

 

Causes of Cultism in Tertiary Institutions  

Oyedeko et al (2014), attribute causes of cultism in Nigerian Higher 

Institutions to: 
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1. Erosion of Educational Standards.: In the 1980s and upward, the country 

experienced economic depression. The Universities as well as their 

public institutions in the country suffered from acute shortage of fund. 

This encouraged corruption and the erosion of values and standards in 

the system. Most Students gained admission into Universities with 

dubious credentials and being of low academic standards, failure stared 

them in the face. Such students have poor self-esteem in becoming 

members of cult gangs in the campuses. For them to survive the 

academic system becomes a game of survival at all cost and so they 

joined cult groups to intimidate lecturers and the school authorities. 

Some of whom are not free from cult affiliations and therefore 

encourage cultism. 

 

2. Economic Difficulties: Despite the economic and political difficulties 

encountered by the present regimes, a lot of progress has been recorded 

in these and other sectors. The provision of more funds to the states has 

enhanced the development of the states, while the publication of the 

receipts of revenue at the local government and state levels has also 

enhanced transparency. While acknowledging these landmarks. One 

will be frank to admit that much economic difficulty still exists in the 

country which sometimes inadvertently drives young men to get 

involved in some sordid activities. 

 

3. Sponsorship by Community Leaders: There have been a number of inter 

and intra communal strife across the country, mostly due to conflicts, 

over land, control of territory and chieftaincy stools. At such times, some 

desperate community leaders often form ethnic militias and provide 

them with guns and ammunitions with which to overrun their enemies. 

These days, such militias often participate in oath taking and other 

forms of ritual like cults. A lot of Nigerians have lost their lives through 

the brutality and violence of such ethnic militias. 
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4. Sponsorship by Affluent Graduate Cultists: The preparation of 

campuses violence by cult groups has continued unabated in our 

Universities because the cultists have some wealthy and influential 

individuals occupying high positions both within and outside the 

Universities as sponsors. Graduate cultists working in the larger society 

sponsor the ones in the Universities. Graduate cultists provide the 

finances used for purchasing arms and ammunitions with which the 

students cultists continue to maim and kill targeted fellow students and 

staffs of the academic institutions.  According to Ajuwon and Oyeniyi 

(2010), the people that championed it are “who is who” in the society.  

“the untouchables”.  This has made it very difficult for the school 

authority to curb cultism.  The children of these important personalities 

are always the sacred cows who are not always easy to be rusticated 

from schools.  The effort to take them to court has been frustrated by our 

country’s legal system (Kolawole 1997).  Kolawole (1997) blamed the 

nation’s legal system for unwillingly encouraging perpetuation of 

cultism on campuses. 

 

5. Peer Group Influence and Drug Addiction: Social theorists postulate 

that association with delinquent peers leads to an increase in 

delinquency. To them, delinquency emerges as part of a dynamic 

process of mutual influence. There is also a relationship between secret 

cults, drugs abuse and robbery. Cult members abuse hard drugs 

heavily, which makes them to commit serious crimes like murder and 

armed robbery with impunity. Hard drugs are usually distributed 

among cult members who are ordered to carry out specific tasks. 

 

6. Bad Parenting and Erosion of Family Values: The personality traits that 

any human being exhibits depends on the family or home the person 

comes from.  Some parents exhibit nonchalant attitude towards the 

affairs of their wards, unfortunately, it is common among the elites.  

Their already formed behaviours will be difficult to drop or change and 
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it will be transferred to the children, while there could be a few instances 

of cult members who came from homes where codes of good conduct 

and discipline are strictly enforced but majority of the cultist came from 

homes with weak moral foundations. Some parents are nonchalant in 

giving their children good home training and some deprive themselves. 

Thus, it goes without saying that child whose father (whom he sees as 

hero is a cultist will himself aspire to be a cult member. Another problem 

arises through divorce, separation and unfavourable economic 

condition in the nation. 

 

7. Politicians Influence: Allegations have been in some quarters that some 

politicians' sponsors' cult gang's activities to enable them meet their 

selfish ends of acquiring political power and influence by force. This can 

hardly be disputed, given the unwholesome attitude of some politicians 

whose penchant and desperation for power has no bounds. The political 

class has obviously been infiltrated by some morally bankrupt elements, 

such that some people find it difficult to sift the grain from the chaff. 

 

Mode of Operation of Cultists on Campuses 

Wikipedia (2009) cited in Erhuvwujefe (2012) enumerates some more 

bizarre forms of operations of campus cults. According to him, during the 

first week of the school year, confraternity alumni and members swarm 

campuses recruiting new members. Initiation ceremonies normally involve 

severe beatings, in order to test their endurance, as well as injections of a 

liquid mixed with blood. Male initiates may sometimes be required to pass 

an additional hurdle before becoming full members, including raping a 

popular female student or a female member of the University Staff. 

 

Among the female Jezebels or Amazons, prospective members may be 

required to undergo six rounds of rough sexual intercourse or fight 

with/against a group of women or against a much stronger man. Cults also 

charge annual membership fees of between 10,000.00 (USS80) and 30,000 
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Naira. Desperate politicians also recruit some of them as assassins (Aleem, 

2007). They are equipped with arms and ammunitions by these politicians. 

They operate under the influence of hard drugs. 

 

Consequences/Effects of Cultism on the Society and Academic 

Environment 

In the early 1980's, the activities of Confraternities became violent and their 

activities included “dealing” with any non-members who snatched a 

member’s girl friend or “sugar daddy” (in case of female cultists). Their 

activities also included “setting” lecturers in cash or kind (Okwe 2002). 

Female cultists began to operate prostitution rings and having their 

photographs displayed in popular hotels. From this period on, secret cults 

sprang up in the country like mushrooms with their activities assuming 

more devastating and dangerous proportions. They became nightmares to 

the general student communities, parents and the entire society. Hardly 

could a month pass these days without reports of death of students or staff 

resulting from cult-related violence. Data on secret cult activities in Nigeria 

is being teased out of newspaper reports, magazines and occasionally from 

anonymous persons. An examination of some random reports which throw 

some light on the extent of violent activities of secret cults in the Nigerian 

universities is now presented.  

 

One of the earliest reported secret cult violence occurred at the University 

of Nigeria, Nsukka in 1985 when a non-cult student incurred the wrath of 

another student, who was a cult leader, for “snatching” the latter's 

girlfriend (Akor 1994). It was also reported by Eneji (1996) that sometimes 

in 1991 a student at the University of Port Harcourt was beheaded during a 

feud between cult members. In 1993, fifteen students of the University of 

Port Harcourt were jailed for terms varying from five to thirty years for 

belonging to secret cults. They were jailed by the miscellaneous offences 

tribunal which sat at Enugu, Anambra State in Eastern Nigeria (Daily 

Times, 23rd Jan, 1993, p. 7). Furthermore, at Delta State University in 
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Abraka, the activities of secret cult groups resulted in the death of a 

Principal Assistant Registrar and his wife. Two secret cult groups- the Black 

Axe and the Buccaneers were engaged in what appeared like an all-out war.  

 

On 10th July, 1999, armed cultists stormed a male hostel at Obafemi 

Awolowo University Ile-Ife brutally murdering five students. Many pages 

of the Nigerian Tribune of 24th July, 1999 were devoted to the extensive 

reporting of the event. Olubusuyi (2002), reported that the students of Delta 

State University in Abraka, carried out a massive destruction of some parts 

of the campus on 7th September, 2002. The Vice Chancellor's lodge was 

burnt in the process, also was the department of linguistic building. On 5th 

August, 2002 a 300 level economics student was shot and slaughtered at the 

Dalimore area of Ado-Ekiti, the Capital City of Ekiti State. Koleoso (2002 

cited in Erhuvwujefe) traced the source of the crime to cultists. Incidentally 

the slain student was the only child of his parents.  

 

At the University of Jos in Plateau State, Soyinka (2002) reported that two 

undergraduates were callously shot dead while they were deeply asleep. 

This happened when some cultist groups were engaged in a battle of 

supremacy during the Miss “Unijos” competition. In Edo State, Ayodele 

(2003, cited in Erhuvwujefe) reported that some criminals suspected to be 

cultists set a house ablaze at 32 Omokaro Street, Benin City when the 

cultists, after ransacking the house could not find the people they were 

looking for. Thus, the consequences of cultism among Nigerian youths are 

grievous. According to Adeniyi and Ajikanle (2005), this has not only 

created an atmosphere of insecurity in University and College Campuses, 

it is also diverting attention from the primary purpose of the Universities 

and Colleges which is education.  Ajayi et al (2010) noted that, the attendant 

effects of cultism on the learning process cannot be exhausted as both intra 

and inter-cult clashes negatively affect the students in a very high 

proportion as it sometimes leads to incarceration, rustication or expulsion 

of both innocent and student members.  
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A lot of lives and properties have been destroyed through cult violence. The 

peace on campus is adversely affected whenever there is cult invasion 

which often resulted in suspension of academic activities for sometimes. At 

times some of the students’ unrest are attributed or fueled by cult members 

most especially when examination draws near and the cult members who 

do not attend lectures will be scared of examining them. Aleem (2007), 

affirms that, incessant closure of Tertiary institutions due to violence by cult 

groups is a common occurrence. It has been so persistent that Prof. Wole 

Soyinka advocated closure of Nigerian Universities for one or two years to 

resolve problems bedeviling Nigerian Universities among which is 

problem of cultism. Similarly, the academic standards of graduates of 

Nigerian tertiary institutions have been lowered as students spend more 

time at home when schools are closed than they spend in the school in one 

session (Aleem, 2007). All these are the consequences of cultism in Nigerian 

tertiary institutions of learning which deserve immediate solution. 

 

The Role of Religion and Moral Education in Curbing Cultism  

Religion is seen as the final body of truth which has been made completely 

revealed and is imperative for societal survival (Ilori, 1992). Religion 

contributes to the establishment and maintenance of order in the society by 

creating condition for social wellbeing, self-discipline, social solidarity, 

social cohesion and continuity of culture and knowledge. Moral value is the 

quality of being useful or desirable, or what makes something worthwhile.  

Moral has to do with the rightness or wrongness of an action or actions in 

relation to conduct in society and interpersonal relations. The aggregate of 

moral value serves as test that directs human conduct in a variety of ways. 

It is in line with this that Aturuchi (2019) quoted Nduka (1983) as defining 

morality as behavior in accordance with standards of what is good and 

what is evil-striving for the good and rejecting the evil. Iyamu (1997) is of 

the opinion that values are more or less conceptions of what is desirable, 

which are often perceived in relation to oneself or group. He conceptualizes 

values in the context of matters of importance as distinct from matters of 
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fact. While Osakwe and Itadjere (1993) define values as the quality of worth 

or merit which people place on various aspects of their experiences thus 

subscribing to the subjective school of thought. Holins (1964) states that, 

values provide a standard for judging actions and distinguishing between 

good and bad, right and wrong at any time and place. Moral/Religious 

education cannot be separated from human values of love, peaceful 

coexistence, forgiveness, patience, unity, patriotism etc. 

 

According to Odudele (2014), an examination of the two concepts ‘moral’ 

and ‘religion’ reveals clearly and expressly that the two are related. Religion 

is seen from functional point of view that directly and indirectly aids moral 

living and morality. Both of them advocates righteousness and wrongness 

of an action and total rejection of evil. Moral values refer to those things in 

human character, conduct and social relations which are judged as good or 

bad, right and wrong, progressive and unprogressive, noble and ignoble 

etc (Nwala, 1980). Moral values are associated with good virtues and 

development. Thus, religious and moral value education is the process 

whereby man is being helped with the laws of God to form good habits, 

develop character, imbibe useful experiences and pursue skills and 

capabilities that enable him to lead functional and harmonious moral life as 

a member of a social group or society.  It should be noted here that moral 

education is not limited to the formal instructions that are given in the 

classroom, it includes those good instructions given by parents, elders and 

society in general. The aggregate of religious and moral values produces an 

honest, loving, patient, faithful, incorruptible and non-violence personality.  

 

In the religion of Islam and Christianity which are the basis for this study, 

morality encompasses the concept of righteousness, good character, and the 

body of moral qualities and virtues prescribed in Islamic religious texts and 

Christian religious laws. According to Iyamu and Iyama (2007), the 

inculcation of religious and moral values is the primary concern of the 

education system. Religious instruction such as Islamic Religious Studies 
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and Christian Religious Studies should be highly emphasized in the school 

curriculum as compulsory subject and discipline for all category of students 

at all levels because, religious educators are expected to groom individuals 

with impeccable character and high moral standards coupled with the 

cherished virtues of righteousness, prudence, justice, temperance, honesty, 

truthfulness and trustworthiness, patience, humility, love and kindness. 

 

Individual perfection requires these traits and therefore emphasis is placed 

on the development of religious and moral values education to be put in 

the right position in the educational system of the country. Religion plays 

tremendous impact on cultism in Nigerian schools. Religion dictates to its 

followers on basic values intended to guide people towards living an ideal 

life-style has been a good weapon to fight cultism if its values are 

appropriately applied (Adeniyi, 2001). In Nigeria, there are two dominant 

religions: Islam and Christianity, the two religions do not condone cultism.  

 

Islam is a religion and way of life that is built on ethical values, which guide 

or direct Muslims in their daily activities. The principle and fundamental 

purpose of Islamic moral values is love; Love for God and love for God’s 

creatures. Teachings on morality and moral conduct constitute a major part 

of Islamic literature. The Qur’an and the Hadith- the central religious texts 

of Islam serve as the primary sources of Islamic law and teachings. Both the 

Qur’an and Hadith often instruct Muslims to adopt a morally upright 

character such as regarding life as sacred, showing kindness to people and 

charity to the poor and helpless are the most emphasized moral virtues in 

the Qur’an. In particular, helping people in their time of need, forgiving 

others’ offences, respecting parents and elders, obedience to the goodness 

of the constituted authorities, fulfilling promises, being kind to people and 

to animals, being patient in adversity, maintaining justice, being honest, 

and controlling one’s anger.  As a religion, Islam promotes the idea of good 

character as evident from its canonical texts. The Qur’an describes 

Muhammad as being on exalted quality of character (Qur’an 68:4) and 



Icheke Journal of the Faculty of Humanities                                  Vol.18. No.1 March, 2020 www.ichekejournal.com 
 

The Role of Religious and Moral Values’ Education in Curbing...        89 

refers to him as an excellent example (Qur’an 33:21) which ultimately 

means that the religious and moral examples set by Muhammad are to be 

emulated and cultivated by Muslims. According to Abe (1993), Islam is a 

practical religion whose tenets are based on the provisions of the Qur’an 

and Qur’an is therefore, the fundamental source of Islamic values and 

guidance. Qur’an seriously warns the people against all sorts of illegal 

sexual intercourse, rape, kidnappings, greed, especially the greed of wealth 

and property (Abe, 1993). 

 

Christianity is also a religion that is built on moral virtues.  According to 

Abiola (2015), one of the objectives of Christian Religious Studies is to 

demonstrate sound knowledge and appreciation of moral value needed to 

live as a Christian in the society.  Christian ethical values are dictated in the 

New Testament. This compels Christians to do, perform act, in accordance 

with the dictates of scripture and in conformity with societal values. For 

example, the Bible dictates to Christians to be holy (Lev. 11:45), to be just, 

to be loving, to be truthful etc. They are drawn from the Ten 

Commandments in the Old Testament, the ethical teachings of Jesus Christ 

and those of early disciples. The Bible advises all Christians to be of 

exemplary character on earth and serve as models in all societies or 

communities, they are expected to be of good conduct and endeavour to be 

honest (Mtt. 5:13-16). 

 

It is clear from the above that, both Christianity and Islam bequeath 

principles or standards to their adherents on good behaviour, especially as 

it relates to discipline, love, quality of moderation, repentance and 

forgiveness. The inculcation of these values by Christians and Muslims can 

therefore serve as springboards to achieving correct behaviour in the 

Nigerian schools as interaction with religious education reinforces the 

knowledge gained during the lessons. So, as a matter of fact, the effective 

application of all these values in the lives of Nigerian students will go a long 

way in eliminating cultism. 
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Conclusion and Recommendation 

Having examined the causes and effect of cultism on education and the 

society. The role of religion and moral education in curbing the menace of 

cultism in Nigerian tertiary institutions has been discussed extensively. It 

is therefore, recommended that: 

 

1. The teaching of Islamic Religious Studies and Christian Religious Studies 

should be made compulsory for all categories of students at all levels of 

Nigerian educational system to inculcate in the recipient virtues such as 

faithfulness, kindness, tolerance, forgiveness, hospitality, perseverance 

and peaceful co-existence among students in schools. This type of 

education will instill the fear of God in the mind of students and thus 

have a lasting positive effect in curbing the menace of cultism in Nigerian 

educational system. 

 

2. Parent should lay good examples for their children. They should live an 

exemplary and moral life. Parents should be on the lookout for the type 

of friends their children move with and where they go after school. 

Visiting their children in the school without given them any prior notice 

is important. Also, parents should not desert their children in favour of 

making money. 

 

3. Parents are the first agency of educating children; therefore, they should 

educate their children on the accepted society values, norms and fear of 

God. Prevention is better than cure. Since cultism is an immoral issue, it 

is expected that proper attention be given to the moral soundness of the 

youth by the parents and encouraging them in following the examples of 

ways of life of their Prophets (Jesus (A.S) and Muhammad (SAW). 

 

4.  The policy of admission into tertiary institutions should be based on 

merit and not on the ability of one to pay his way in. When appropriate 

admission process based on merit is put into practice, it will prevent the 
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weak and unserious student from entering tertiary institutions. 

Investigation into parental background of students who contest for posts 

in student unions government should be encouraged. 

 

5. The authorities of the Nigerian tertiary institutions should run 

programmes in each semester highlighting the dangers involved in 

belonging to cult groups by their students. Students orientation course 

should in clued “Evil effects of cultism in the campus”. 

 

6. An intensive campaign against cultism should be intensified by 

Governments of the day. 

 

7. Instant justice should be given to cases of cultism. Law that bans all civil 

servants from membership of secret cults should be promulgated. 

 

8. Appropriate jingles and announcements on dangers of cultism and 

indecent dressing should be aired on radios and televisions School 

authorities. 

 

9. Banning of films that promote cultism and indecent dressing in Nigeria 

should be banned. 
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