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Abstract 
This work is about prosperity theology preaching in the Nigerian context. The 

paper addressed the historical context of prosperity theology and its teachings. 

The findings were that prosperity teaching in churches today is waxing stronger 

because of its appeal to African culture, poverty in the land, greed to become rich, 

its emotional nature in presenting the message and of course proliferation of 

churches. The paper concludes that prosperity theology is a materialistic 

Christianity whose teachings are not in tandem with the teachings of Jesus Christ.  
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Introduction 

Prosperity gospel preaching is a type of preaching that emphasizes health and wealth for 

Christians at all cost to the detriment of perseverance, faith, the cross, hard-work, sacrifice 

and repentance which are the hallmarks of Christianity. It is a type of preaching mainly 

common in Pentecostal churches in Nigeria though it has also crept into mainline churches.  

They make all kinds of bogus claims such as “My God is not a poor God,” “I am a child of 

the Kind,” “Possess your possession,” “name it, faith it and claim it,” and so on and so 

forth. They use Bible verses out of context most times to support their claims. They quote 

Bible passages such as Gen. 15:5, Deut. 28:1-14, Job 21:7-13, Psalm 127:5, Isaiah 53:10, 

Ezekiel 16:13 and III John 1:2, to mention but a few.  

 

While I am not running away from the fact that we all need health and wealth, the question 

to ask is does the Bible promise health and wealth all the time for Christians? What about 

people like Job in the Old Testament who suffered discomfort? Did Job show a lack of 

faith? The problem with prosperity Gospel preachers is their inability to balance the truth 
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of the gospel. It is for this reason we want to examine their teachings in the light of the 

Nigerian experience.  

 

Historical Overview of Prosperity Gospel 

The Nigerian version of prosperity gospel preaching cannot stand on its own without 

reference to its American background. Prosperity gospel preaching was introduced to 

African from the United States of America where it was already prominent in the decades 

before the mid 1960s1.  

 

Prosperity theology is traced to E.W. Kenyon of America. Kenyon attended the Emerson 

College of Oratory, a school well known for its metaphysical ideas and Christian Science. 

It was in this school Kenyon was influenced by metaphysical cults even though he was a 

Christian. He introduced into Christianity all that metaphysical cult offers. Thus, he taught 

that:  

 

“When these really gain ascendancy in us, they will make us spiritual 

superman, masters of demons and diseases… it will be the end of 

weakness and failure. There will be no more struggles for faith, for all 

things are ours. There will be no more praying for power, for he is in us. 

In the presence of these tremendous realities we arise and take our place. 

We go out and live as supreme in-dwelt by God.”2 

 

Kenyon argued that through his “Revelational Knowledge” he would create superhuman 

Christians who would no longer be bound by poverty and sickness.3 This form the fulcrum 

of Kenyon’s teaching and writings. Following this development, the prosperity theology 

of the contemporary faith movement came into existence. All other prosperity preachers, 

like Benny Hinn, Kenneth Hagin, Kenneth and Gloria Copeland, Shambark and others 

followed the foot-step of Kenyon.4 

 

In Nigeria, prosperity theology is closely associated with Pentecostalism, which entered 

the Nigerian soil during the first decades of the 20th century.5 From this time on 

Pentecostalism continue to grow and spread in Nigeria. Pentecostalism became 

widespread in Nigeria after the Nigerian civil war of 1967-1970, when people who last all 

they had to the war became frustrated and hopeless and therefore turned to Pentecostal 

religion for succor.6 This is because Pentecostal churches tend to make people believe that 

they have solutions to all of man’s existential crisis. From the mid 1980’s till date, 

Pentecostal churches have continue to grow in leaps and bounds in every part of Nigeria. 
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Today it is not uncommon to see two different Pentecostal churches worshipping in the 

same building. 

 

During the Babaginda”s regime in the 1990’s especially with the introduction of the 

Structural Adjustment Programme (SAP) Nigeria was characterized by extreme poverty, 

unemployment and economic recession. Pentecostal churches resorted to divine solutions 

through preaching and teaching on material prosperity and financial breakthrough as a 

way of responding to the socio-economic problem and poverty of the time.8 Thus ignoring 

the spiritual life of the Christians. It is this overemphasis of material prosperity and 

financial breakthrough as way out of poverty that is prevalent in Nigeria is the single factor 

driving prosperity theology today in Nigeria.  

 

Prominent prosperity preacher in Nigeria was the late Archbishop Benson Idahosa 

founder and president of Church of God Mission International with headquarters in Benin 

City, who always punctuated his preaching with “My God is not a poor God”9. There are 

other preachers of prosperity in Nigeria like Bishop David O. Oyedepo of the Living Faith 

Church a.k.a Winner’s Chapel, Lagos. Chris Oyakhilomen of Christ Embassy, Lagos, 

Bishop Simeon Okah of the Flock of Christ Mission International, Warri, Delta State to 

mention but a few.  

 

Major Teachings of Prosperity Preachers 

Throughout the history of the church, a lot of traditions that have been taught and 

sustained as God’s word are actually the tradition of men. This may be difficult to believe 

by some people but it is the truth. Prosperity teaching falls into these categories. Prosperity 

teaching is a man’s word and way which has become the code of success in Nigerian 

Christianity. Some of the major teaching of prosperity gospellers are presented below: 

 

1. Health and Wealth 

Prosperity advocates preach that a true Christian must enjoy good health at all times. 

Gordon Lindsay an advocate of good health for Christians has this to say: 

 

“Are you one of the many Christians who believe that Jesus has the power 

to heal and that he has promised healing for you, yet are sick in the body 

or afflicted by a wasting diseases? If so, then this message is for your”.10 

 

Lindsay wonders why Christians’ lives are characterized by broken down health from time 

to time. Lindsay is not the only person who is surprised that Christians could be sick. 

David Oyedepo also has the same feelings. He says that a study of the life of Jesus in the 
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synoptic Gospels reveals that Jesus was never sick. He was good health personified.11 One 

thing Oyedepo fails to realize here is that you cannot put Jesus and man on the same 

spiritual wave length. Jesus is God himself who is transcendental and He is above 

biological and environmental factors that cause sickness for man.  

 

Benson Idahosa a staunch advocate of health and wealth gospel says on the subject that: 

 

“No one in God’s family was ever destined to exist in sickness, fear, 

ignorance, poverty, loneliness or mediocrity. God’s abundant goodness 

will be enjoyed and utilized by those who discipline themselves, become 

decisive, bold, adventurous, believing, daring, risking and determinant”.12 

 

Similarly, W.F. Kumuyi of the Deeper Life Bible Church, Lagos contributing to this subject 

matter states as follows: 

 

“It is God’s perfect will that a believer, should enjoy perfect health, 

spiritual and material blessings, victory, promotion, peace, joy and 

satisfaction throughout his sojourn on earth. There are thousands of 

promises in the word of God that should make a believer remain blessed 

all the days of his life”.13 

 

2. Faith and Positive Confession 

In the teaching of prosperity preachers faith in God is the major factor for receiving 

abundance material blessings from God. By this teaching prosperity preachers measures 

faith by the amount of riches one possess as evidence of a true child of God. Thus this faith 

has the power to bring about change material prosperity in the life of a Christian. As Young 

puts it this faith acts “as a force in itself without reference to its object. This force is wielded 

not by God, but by the humane believer.”14 The late Archbishop Benson Idahosa taught 

this type of faith by including it in his seven steps to the fulfillment of God’s promises.15 

 

Closely related to faith in the teaching of prosperity preachers is “positive confession”. 

This term “positive confession” in the teaching of prosperity preachers is the act of 

confession positively with your mouth whatever you want and it shall come to pass.  

 

Idahosa explained this principle further while making reference to MK. 11:1-14 and said: 

If the tree died because Jesus spoke and curse it for not bearing fruit, then 

we as Christians must also speak and expect mighty big results. God 

speaks and expects results. And we are made in the image and likeness of 
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him. It was not until God spoke that the things created began to fit into 

their respective places. Your visions and dreams of what you want to be 

will not materialize until you speak to them. Speak to your visions and 

dreams and bring them into fruition.16 

 

To realize this positive confession, the believer is encouraged to act and live as though the 

benefit claimed has already been received. To do otherwise is to show faithlessness.  

 

3. Poverty and Sickness 

Prosperity preachers’ claim that material prosperity is the will of God, for all his people, 

therefore poverty must be rejected at all cost. They teach that poverty is a vice ad not a 

virtue. Poverty is not sign of humility, righteousness or holiness for Christians. Poverty 

makes life miserable for a Christians that is why Jesus died to remove poverty.17 Don Cox 

emphasized this point further when he said: 

 

In the cup that He must drink was the curse of poverty. He would feel this 

monstrous excruciating pain until the famous words would burst from his 

lips, it is finished, poverty wound His naked body. Mark 15:24. They 

divided his garments and distributed them among them throwing lots for 

them to decide who should take each. Poverty, in its last effort to hurt him, 

took the clothes from his body and allowed no decent moisture for His 

parched lips. For your sake, He became poor, that you might become rich. 

Poverty was put away once and for all at the cross. Poverty helped to bring 

about Jesus death. Poverty left his body naked. Poverty was defeated. Ecc. 

6:8; Poverty is not the secret of happiness. Poverty cost Jesus his blood. 

Poverty cost Jesus his life. Poverty is a destroyer. Poverty is a curse. Jesus 

became poor, that you might become rich.18 

 

It is clear from the above statement, how prosperity preachers use the death of Jesus Christ 

on the cross in relation to poverty, instead of in-relation to salvation.  

 

Closely related to poverty is the issue of sickness. Prosperity gospel preachers most times 

relate the cause of sickness to sin and the devil. Prosperity preachers teach that there can 

be no sickness without a corresponding cause. To them the devil is the cause of sin and 

sickness. He tempts people to sin so that he can inflict them with sickness.19 Prosperity 

preachers emphasize so much on the activities of Satan and demon as embargo to 

prosperity and good health. As far as W.F. Kumuyi is concern Satan and his demons must 
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be dealt with through deliverance ministration for a believer to experience prosperity and 

good health.20 

 

It is important to note that sickness is not always cause by sin, Satan and demons. Sickness 

can be cause by environmental and biological factors. It is intellectually barren to always 

ascribe the cause of sickness to sin and the devil as prosperity preachers would always 

want people to believe. 

 

Why Prosperity Theology is Attractive to Its Followers? 

Prosperity theology is thriving in Nigeria because of its appeal to African culture. Before 

the coming of Christianity to Nigeria in the 19th century, African traditional religion and 

culture were already in existence. Africans (Nigerians) already have a system of solving 

problems of life by resulting to visiting traditional priests and healers who proffered 

solutions to life issues. They do this by asking worshippers to bring items for sacrifices, 

such as clothing, goats, sheep etc. to get prosperity in business, health and general well-

being. Today prosperity preachers have carried these practices over to Christianity by 

asking parishioners to bring anointing oil, white handkerchief, money and other items as 

they deemed fit to the church to get prosperity in business and breakthrough21 

 

Poverty is also a factor in the widespread of prosperity message in Nigeria. Poverty and 

suffering is on the increase in Nigeria. According to Mrs. Uwais, the Special Adviser to 

President Buhari on social protections says 67 percent of Nigerians are living below the 

poverty line. She made this disclosure at an event in Abuja earlier in 2018.22 By this 

revelation what this means is that those in poverty in Nigeria are more than the 33 percent 

who are out of poverty. The implication of this is that those wish to escape from poverty 

must naturally find refuge in the teachings of prosperity preachers whose stock in trade is 

wealth and breakthrough.  

 

Greed is another reason for the prevalence of prosperity message in Nigeria. The selfish 

desire for wealth and power by some pastors is the reason for which they emphasize 

prosperity preaching, breakthrough, success to the detriment of salvation, sacrifice, love 

and other Chritian virtues. Some of these pastors are flying private jets, owners of 

expensive private schools, driving big automobiles and living in palatial mansions from 

the offerings contributed by poor parishioners who are living in squalor and deprivation. 

On the flip side of the coin are also the poor who want to escape poverty, who have been 

told by these prosperity merchants that any amount of money they pay as tithe and 

offering will be doubled by God. The poor fall prey to these gimmicks because they too 

want to escape from poverty.  
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The emotional nature in presenting the prosperity gospel message is another reason for its 

appeal to people. Prosperity gospellers are very emotional in their presentation of 

prosperity gospel message. They use emotive words and language in their presentation of 

the message. They tell all kinds of financial breakthrough stories that cannot be 

authenticated to convince their followers to give abundantly. Olive oil, special water and 

other items are sold at exorbitant prices.  

 

Another reason for the widespread of prosperity preaching in Nigeria is the multiplication 

and proliferations of churches.23 Churches are in every nook and cranny of Nigeria 

particularly in Southern part of Nigeria. It is not uncommon to find two or three different 

church denominations operating in the same building on Sunday worship. Churches have 

taken over warehouses of failed industries everywhere. Churches are in abundant supply 

in Nigeria. As these churches spread everywhere, they carry along with them prosperity 

message. In these churches most messages preached are messages that will not prick the 

conscience of the listeners. Armed robbers, drug barons, corrupt politicians and women of 

easy virtues patronize these churches where they can be accommodated with their will-

gotten wealth.  

 

A Heremeneutical Critque of Prosperity Theology 

As we consider the hermeneutical critique of prosperity gospel at this juncture, it is 

important to define what hermeneutics is all about. According to Dictionary.com 

hermeneutic is “concerning interpretation, especially of the Bible or literary texts”.24 The 

method of Bible interpretation by prosperity gospellers will form the basis of our 

hermeneutical critique at this point of our paper.  

 

Firstly, in their interpretation of the scripture prosperity preachers do eisegesis instead of 

exegesis. Eisegesis is reading one’s own mind into the Bible. In another words the preacher 

uses Bible texts out of context to support his own opinion. Whereas exegesis is the 

interpretation of Scriptural texts putting into consideration their historical contexts to 

bring out the real meaning of the texts as they apply to their original hearers, before 

applying the lessons therefore to contemporary audience. Prosperity preachers will do 

none of what we have stated above. Their method of Scripture interpretation falls below 

the standard of sound Bible interpretation. One of the major reasons for this weakness is 

that prosperity teachers lacks the knowledge of Hebrew and Greek the two original 

languages from which the Bible was translated into English language. A knowledge of 

these two biblical language is a prerequisite for sound Bible interpretation.  
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Crosslessness is another ground for the criticism of prosperity theology. Prosperity 

preachers have no accommodation in their teachings for challenges that have to do with 

pain and suffering. Believers are told pain and sufferings are of the devil; they are not of 

God therefore Christians must reject them. This is not the truth and it is not the true gospel, 

because examples abound in the Bible of faithful believers who suffered one discomfort or 

the other. These faithful believers include Joseph, Moses, Daniel, David, Job, Jeremiah, 

Peter, Paul and many others.  

 

Prosperity preachers downplay the theology of suffering. They claim that Jesus has already 

suffered for the believers on the cross. That is not far from the truth but life has taught us 

that believers are not immune to suffering. To suffer pain or discomfort does not mean a 

lack of faith on the part of the believer. The early Christians and missionaries suffered a lot  

and made personal sacrifices in spreading the gospel. If suffering is not part of the gospel, 

the sacrifices made by these people will be in vain. As mother Teresa said according to B.O. 

Igboin “God calls us to faithfulness, not success.”25  

 

Abuse of tithes and offerings is another reason for the criticism against prosperity 

preachers. Tithes and offerings are supposed to be an act of worship to God. Instead 

preachers of prosperity see tithes and offerings as an investment. This attitude of seeing 

giving as an investment by prosperity teachers make people to give to God with high 

expectation of return in their investments without a corresponding changes of character 

and behaviour expected of Christians.  

 

Furthermore, this gospel suggests that Christian must receive their rewards and 

inheritance here and now against Jesus’ injunction of laying one’s treasure in heaven as 

found in Matthew 6:20. This attitude of prosperity preachers makes Christianity a 

utilitarian religion. This means that prosperity teaching is good as long as its outcome 

guaranteed the happiness of the preachers.26 Prosperity teachers make Christianity a way 

of economic well-being and social prosperity. Chritian faith is measured by material 

possessions and not by character and behaviour as stated in Gal. 5:22-23 about the fruit of 

the spirit. The implication of this practice is that the name of God is therefore used (to 

hoodwink people) and not worshipped.  

 

The misconception of the person and mission of Jesus Christ is also a reason for the critique 

of prosperity theology. In the teachings and preaching of prosperity teachers there is a 

serious misunderstanding of the mission of Jesus Christ. There is no evidence in the gospel 

that Jesus came to be applauded by men or to hanker after wealth. He was a very humble 

personality who mingles with the poor and lowly in the society unlike the preachers of 
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today who have become part of the bourgeoisie in the Nigerian society. Jesus routinely 

taught against greed and covetousness (Luke 12:15, Matt. 13:22). Jesus came into the world 

as savior to save humanity from sin and oppression of the devil.   

 

Prosperity teachers have taken Jesus’ ability to save from sin to include salvation from 

poverty to riches even though there is no proof for this position. Jesus did not come to save 

from poverty to riches. This is a misunderstanding of the purpose of the mission of Jesus 

Christ. Jesus by his own personal example rejected the devil’s offer to glory and riches of 

this world (Matt. 4:8) which most preachers of today would have fallen into. An 

international prosperity preachers in the person of Benny Hinn in February 2018 at the 

death of a great world evangelist, Billy Graham confessed with his own mouth that he has 

taken prosperity teaching too far. He commented thus:  

 

Did Elijah the prophet have a car? No! did he even have had a bicycle. He 

had no lack. Did Jesus drive a car or live in a mansion? No, he had no lack. 

How about the apostles? None lacked among them. Today, the idea is 

abundance and palatial homes and cars and bank account. The focus is 

wrong… it’s so wrong.27 

 

Benny Hinn stats further that: 

We all sadly make the mistake of thinking that this is what God wants and 

Go says `No that’s not what I want’. It’s time to live biblically. You know 

it all comes to one thing. Do we loves Jesus, yes or no? If we love Jesus 

then it’s all about Jesus. If we don’t love Jesus then it’s about other things.28 

 

This cannot be farther from the truth than from a man who himself has been a prosperity 

preacher for years.  

 

Conclusion 

So far this write up looks at prosperity theology preaching in Nigeria. The paper has been 

able to look at the historical context from which prosperity gospel developed, and also 

discussed its major teachings.  Factors responsible for the widespread of this message of 

prosperity were also examined. The conclusion of this paper is that prosperity teaching are 

antithetical to the teachings of the true gospel of Jesus Christ. Prosperity theology is 

wealth-centered, manipulative and corrosive to the Christian faith. It is a materialistic 

enterprise and a spiritual Armageddon. Prosperity theology encourages laziness and 

discourages hard work, because parishioners are told on a daily basis they can become rich 

once they pay all the necessary offerings to the church. Prosperity theology has brought 
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upon the Nigerian society, moral bankruptcy, religious corruption, abysmal ignorance of 

biblical theology and voodoo theology of success. Genuine followers of Jesus Christ must 

reject prosperity teachings and advocate for hard work, true spirituality, integrity, moral 

rectitude and accountability which are the hallmarks of true Christianity.  

 

Recommendations 

Having come to the end of this paper, we recommend the following steps to mitigate the 

excess of prosperity teachings in Nigeria.  

1. Education: Education whether secular or theological is necessary for a successful 

ministry. They should avail themselves of the opportunity of good education to 

combat the ignorance they display most times.  

2. It is recommended in this paper that prosperity preachers should cultivate the 

habit of attending seminars, workshops and conferences of religion where 

educative paper are presented. This will help in a way to deal with theological 

biases.  

3. Prosperity preachers should avail themselves of good books in religion, theology 

and other subjects that will help to enlighten their minds. Some of them ignorantly 

say “I am not preaching theology, but I am preaching the Word of God raw”. The 

Christians ministry is a scholarly vacation, it is not for ignoramus.  

4. The followers of prosperity preachers should learn about the history of prosperity  

theology. This will help them to know that prosperity teaching did not originate 

in a Christian context.  

5. There must be more research on this subject matter by scholars of religion and 

theology so that more and more people can be free from this devilish bondage.  
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