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Abstract 
Education laws are written codes of conduct that guide the management 

of a school, and control social behaviours in the school system. School 

facilities management refers to the planned and regularized efforts aimed 

at the maintenance of all items that aid a school in achieving its traditional 

objectives, which are teaching and learning effectiveness. Effective 

application and enforcement of education laws enhances the management 

of facilities in public higher institutions. The study is a descriptive survey 

which investigated the extent of application of school laws in the 

management of facilities in the public higher institutions in Rivers State. 

The population of the study is 4,594 staff of public higher institutions in 

Rivers State. A sample of 368 respondents was selected using Taro, 

Yamene and simple random sampling techniques. A 12 items 

questionnaire instrument based on modified likert format was used to 

collect the information used in the analysis of the research questions. The 

instrument was validated by experts; it yielded a reliability coefficient of 

(0.87) using pearson product moment correlation statistic. Mean (x̅) of 

responses was computed and used to answer the research questions posed 

in the study. The study revealed that the application and enforcement of 

education laws in the management of facilities in public higher 

institutions in Rivers State will enhance facility management and overall 

improvement in the management of the schools, which in turn enhances 

teaching/learning process and students’ academic performance among 

others. Based on that, relevant recommendations were made to improve 
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the management of facilities for better educational development in the 

state.  

 

Keywords: Education Law, Facilities Management, Public Higher 

Institutions, Effectiveness Educational Development.  

 

Introduction  

Education in a world of scarce resources must be provided with high level 

of prudence and efficiency to avoid shortage of resources for effective 

operations. Education has been described by many, as a veritable tool for 

national development and a reliable instrument for national 

transformation. It empowers people and strengthens nations. It is an 

instrument per excellence in achieving national development goals and 

aspirations (FRN, 2014). 

 

Education holds the key to socio-economic, political, health and cultural 

development of nations. It improves the knowledge, skills, and living 

standard of people in the society. The prosperity of a country depends on 

the number of its citizens that are enlightened and functionally educated, 

(Imogie, 2012). 

 

Education is an indispensable tool for rapid economic growth and 

development, especially higher education. Rapid socio-economic 

development cannot be guaranteed unless the citizens of a country are well 

educated and appropriately trained, (Ahmed, 2013), cited in (Kalu & Hope, 

2018). All over the world, higher education is an enterprise which produces 

and distributes knowledge. The production of knowledge by universities, 

polytechnics, monotechnics, and colleges of education has always focused 

on teaching, learning and research, and to an extent through community 

services, hence higher education investment requires huge amount of 

financial resources. The funds allocated to higher educational investment, 

are at immense importance to both individual and societal upliftments. 
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Public higher institutions in Nigeria are those institutions that are 

established by federal and state governments. Higher education in Nigeria 

is acquired after the completion of secondary education (FRN, 2014; Kalu & 

Hope, 2018). It produces values that help individuals derive benefits and 

contribute meaningfully to the development of the society in various fields 

of human endeavour and various sectors of the national economy. These 

values are inculcated through a well designed national system of higher 

education, whose broad objectives according to the National Policy on 

Education are stated thus: 

 

- the inculcation of national consciousness and unity; 

- the inculcation of the right type of values and attitudes for the survival 

of the individual and Nigerian society 

- the training of the mind in the understanding of the world around; and 

- the acquisition of appropriate skills, abilities and competences, both 

mental and physical as equipment for the individual to live in and 

contribute to the development of the society, (FRN, 2014). 

The strength and survival of any higher institution depend largely on her 

academic staff that is instrumental to effective teaching and learning, and 

quality education delivery in Nigeria. They are the lecturers who lay the 

moral foundation on which good citizenship is built for national 

development. They are researchers who lecture in universities, colleges, or 

similar institutions like post secondary/tertiary institution, (Ajayi, 2015; 

Ojo, 2008). 

 

The quality of education delivered by lecturers to students in higher 

institutions is dependent on several factors, of which facilities are 

paramount, including school equipments. Equipments are unmovable 

structures like buildings, classrooms, football pitch, offices etc. while 

facilities are movable objects like tables, chairs, chalkboards, marker 

boards, etc. Both school equipments and facilities are very useful, and 
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mostly combined to bring about effective and purposeful teaching and 

learning experience, and high academic performance of students. Quality 

education delivery depends on the nature of school plant, as revealed by 

recent studies by Nwaeke (2006; 2008; & 2018). 

 

However, in the school system, laws are needed to ensure that both the 

school facilities and school equipments (school plant) are properly 

managed in achieving the stated objectives, mission and vision of the 

school, (Kalu & Hope, 2018). They enable all the planned efforts of the 

school which includes the school plant planning, maintenance of school 

facilities and equipments, teaching and learning process, students 

discipline, school-community relationship, and teachers code of conduct, to 

be faithfully attended to in achieving the school objectives, mission, and 

vision, (Saleh & Kalu, 2018). It achieves the efficient and effective 

management of school facilities, which entails better process of planning, 

organizing and coordinating all educational materials that are designed to 

aid teaching and learning process and the achievement of school objectives. 

Meaningful curriculum can be frustrated with poor and badly managed 

school facilities (school plant).  

 

Facility maintenance refers to all the activities which entail repairs and 

replacement of materials and equipments. It also involves caring for the 

school materials that aid teaching and learning process. Research studies 

have confirmed that facilities in Nigerian higher institutions are inadequate 

and few available ones are being over utilized due to poor funding. About 

45% of higher institutions in Nigeria have inadequate school infrastructures 

both in quantity and quality, (Ikoya & Onoyase, 2015; Nwaeke, 2006; & 

Ajayi, 2015). 

 

Statement of Problem  

Some of the Nigerian higher institutions are dilapidated due to inadequate 

funding, while most of them are living in their past glories. This situation 
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hinders effective teaching and learning process, thereby making it 

uninteresting to both students and lecturers. This appears to be the 

situation in public higher institutions in Rivers State, because most public 

higher institutions in the state lack adequate funding from the federal and 

state governments’ in-charge of them, hence the limitation in the 

availability of facilities and equipments necessary for effective teaching and 

learning processes in the schools. 

   

To this end, the management of various public higher institutions in Rivers 

State has a lot to do to ensure proper management and maintenance of 

school facilities, through strict adherence to school laws and ethics that 

govern the effective utilization of school facilities, which enhances job 

performance of lecturers, and academic performance of students. It appears 

that the managers and administrators of public higher institutions in Rivers 

State do not properly enforce school laws (rules and regulations) that aid 

the maintenance of facilities, claiming that the management and 

maintenance of school facilities is the sole preserve of the government; 

hence the dilapidation and decadence of these facilities which impact 

negatively on teaching-learning processes in these public institutions. 

 

Objectives of the Study 

The aim of this study is to show the relationship between education laws 

and management of school facilities in public higher institutions in Rivers 

State of Nigeria. Specifically, the study aims at the achievement of the 

following objectives:  

 

1. To determine the extent to which the maintenance of school facilities 

affect the management of public institutions in Rivers State. 

2. To determine the relationship between school laws and management of 

school facilities in public higher institutions in Rivers State. 

 



Icheke Journal of the Faculty of Humanities                                  Vol.18. No.1 March, 2020 www.ichekejournal.com 
 

Education Law and Facility Management in Public...         102 

Research Questions  

The following research questions were posed to guide the study; 

 

1. To what extent does maintenance of school facilities affect the 

management of public higher institutions in Rivers State? 

2. What is the relationship between school laws and management of school 

facilities in public higher institutions in Rivers State? 

Methodology  

The study is a descriptive survey which examined the relationship between 

education laws and effective management of school facilities in public 

higher institutions in Rivers State of Nigeria. The population of the study 

was about 4,594 academic staff of selected public higher institutions in 

Rivers State. 

 

A sample of 368 respondents was used for the study using both Taro 

Yamene formula and simple random sampling technique, under (0.05) level 

of significance or 95% confidence interval. 

 

A 12 items questionnaire instrument based on the modified likert three – 

points rating scale of Strongly Agree (SA), Strongly Disagree (SD) and 

Undecided (U) was used to collect information for the study. The 

questionnaire was titled “Educational Law and Facilities Management in 

Public Higher Institutions in Rivers State Questionnaire” (ELAFMPHIQ). 

The instrument was administered by the researcher, and two research 

assistants who were the researcher’s supervisees in the university. The 

instrument was validated by the researcher’s colleagues in the Department 

of Measurement and Evaluation. The reliability of the instrument was 

established at (0.87) reliability co-efficient after pilot study of two weeks 

interval using pearson product moment correlation statistic (r) to correlate 

the first and second tests. Means (�̅�) of responses were computed and used 

to answer the research questions. 
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Note:  

High Extent (HE) = 5 points, Low Extent (LE) = 4 points and Undecided (U) 

= 3 points 

SA = 5 points, SD = 4 points, U = 3 points and ×̅=  5 +  4 +  3 =
12

3
= 4 

So mean above 4 is accepted or agreed, while mean below 4 is rejected or 

disagreed.  

 

Results  

Out of 368 copies of questionnaire administered, 360 were returned and 

used for analysis, representing a return rate of 98%. 

The results of the study are presented in the tables below. 

 
Table 1: The extent of the effects of maintenance of school facilities on the management of 

public higher institutions in Rivers State. 
S/N Questionnaire Items N HE (5) LE (4) U (3) ×̅ Decision 

1. To what extent does school 

facilities management affect the 

management of public higher 

institutions in Rivers State 

360 300 (1,500) 50 (200) 10(30) 4.8 HE 

2. To what extent does defaced 

maker-boards negatively affect 

teaching/learning process in 

public higher institutions 

360 320 (1,600) 30 (120) 10(30) 4.9 HE 

3. Roof leakages affects students 

interest in learning 

360 330 (1,650) 25 (100) 5 (15) 4.9 Agreed 

4. Maintenance of laboratory helps 

students acquire practical 

knowledge in their subject areas. 

360 300 (1,500) 50 (200) 10(30) 4.8 Agreed  

5. Poor maintenance of windows 

and doors affects 

teaching/learning process in 

public higher institutions 

360 305 (1,525) 45 (180) 10(30) 4.8 Agreed 

6. Good classroom maintenance 

enhances teaching/learning 

process in schools 

360 310 (1,550) 30 (120) 20(60) 4.8 Agreed 

Source: (Researchers field survey 2018). 

Weighted or overall mean ×̅= 4.8 
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The table above shows that most of the respondents agreed to a high extent 

that maintenance and good management of school facilities have positive 

effects on the management of public higher institutions in Rivers State with 

a weighted mean ×̅ of 4.8. Majority of them agreed that good classroom 

maintenance management enhances teaching/learning process in public 

higher institution in Rivers State to a very high extent. 

 
Table 2: The effects of laws on the management of school facilities in public higher 

institutions in Rivers State.  
S/N Questionnaire Items N HE (5) LE (4) U (3) ×̅ Decision 

7. Governing council policies, 

rules and regulations 

(laws) if well implemented, 

enhances the effective 

management of school 

facilities in public higher 

institutions in Rivers State 

360 320 (1,600) 30 (120) 10(30) 4.9 Agreed 

8. University senate rules on 

accountability helps 

protect university facilities 

and enhance facility 

management in the Rivers 

State universities. 

360 310 (1,550) 40 (160) 10(30) 4.8 Agreed / HE 

9. Rules and policies made by 

the academic boards of 

polytechnics help in 

maintenance of school 

buildings and classrooms 

for teaching/learning 

effectiveness 

360 300 (1,500) 50 (200) 10(30) 4.8 Agreed / HE 

10. The policies, rules and 

regulations made by the 

academic boards of 

colleges of education help 

to protect the school 

facilities from destruction 

360 320 (1,600) 35 (140) 5(15) 4.9 Agreed / HE 

11. Poor policies and rules on 

the use and maintenance of 

laboratories will affect the 

management of the 

laboratories and over all 

teaching/learning 

effectiveness 

360 300 (1,500) 35 (140) 25(75) 4.8 Agreed / HE 
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12. Poor policy and poor 

implementation of higher 

institutions rules on 

facilities management 

affect teaching/learning 

effectiveness and overall 

functioning of the schools 

in Rivers State 

360 330 (1,650) 25 (100) 5 (15) 4.9 Agreed / HE 

Source: Researcher’s filed survey (2018). 

Weighted or overall mean =
4.9 + 4.8 + 4.9 + 4.9 + 4.8 + 4.9 

6
=×̅= 4.9 

 

The table above shows that most of the respondents agreed strongly that 

school laws (policies, rules & regulations) affect the management of school 

facilities in public higher institutions in Rivers State. Most of the 

respondents equally affirmed strongly that effective implementation of 

school laws on facility management by the school administrators, will 

enhance teaching/learning process and overall management of the school 

facilities, and promote educational development in Rivers State. This is 

buttressed by the overall mean (×̅) value of 4.9. 

 

Summary of Findings 

 Good maintenance of school facilities has positive effects on the 

general management of public higher institutions in Rivers State. 

 

 Classroom maintenance management enhances higher institutions 

to a great extent. 

 

 School policies, rules and regulations (education laws) greatly affect 

the management of school facilities in public higher institutions in 

Rivers State. 

 Effective implementation of school laws on facility management by 

the school administration enhances teaching/learning process and 

the overall management of the school. 
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Discussion of Findings 

This study was carried out to establish the effects of education laws on the 

management of school facilities in public higher institutions in Rivers State 

of Nigeria. The study revealed that effective application and 

implementation of education laws enhances the management of facilities in 

public higher institutions in Rivers State. This agrees with the opinions of 

Nwaeke, (2006; 2008; & 2018) that quality education delivery depends on 

the nature of school plant and its management which includes facility 

management. Good facility management in school depends on the stated 

rules and regulations guiding the use and maintenance of facilities laws 

regulate behaviours and conduct of people in a social setting, for the 

purpose of realizing the societal objectives, this also apply to school 

organizations. 

 

Effective management of school facilities will be impossible without strict 

adherence to education laws that will aid the maintenance of school 

facilities, as expressed by Kalu & Hope (2018). 

 

The revelation of the study that effective implementation of school laws on 

facility management by the school administrators enhances 

teaching/learning process in Rivers State public institutions agrees with the 

views of Kalu & Tanko (2018) that school laws as codes of instructions are 

needed to ensure that the school facilities are properly managed in 

achieving the stated objectives, mission and vision of the school, which in 

this case includes teaching/learning effectiveness, and students better 

academic performance. 

 

Recommendations 

Based on the revelations of the study, the following recommendations are 

made; 

1. Rivers State government and other stakeholders in education in Rivers 

State should regularly organize seminars and workshops on the school 
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facilities management for all school heads in the state as a way of 

maximizing their utilities.  

 

2. School administrators must always ensure that relevant education laws 

on facility management domiciled in their institutions’ statute, are 

adequately enforced, and the culprits punished by law, as a deterrent to 

further offenders. This will go a long way to protect the facilities from 

reckless destruction and vandalization. 

 

3. Both academic and non-academic staff in the school system including 

the students must develop maintenance habits, which will protect 

available school facilities and make them useful in teaching/learning 

process in the schools. 

 

4. Refresher courses should be organized for the students to sanitize their 

minds on the effective use and maintenance of school facilities. 

 

Conclusion 

The nature and quality of a school is determined by the facility index of the 

school and its human resources. Quality education delivery cannot be 

possible without adequate educational facilities both in quantity and 

quality.  

 

School facilities maintenance affects the physical, educational and financial 

foundation of the school organization, and should therefore be the focus or 

priority of every school administrator in the day to day running of the 

school for effective operations. Effective school facilities maintenance 

extends the lives of older facilities, and maximizes the useful lives of newer 

facilities. A strict adherence to school laws or codes of conduct on facility 

usage and maintenance leads to effective accountability of school facilities, 

which is a very strong factor in facility management. Conducive physical 

environment of a school enhances staff performance, students’ school 
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enrolment and attendance, and better academic performance of students, 

among others, while lack of facilities and poor management of facilities will 

spell doom for the staff and students in the teaching/learning activities and 

overall functions of the schools. The stakeholders of the public higher 

institutions must regularly ensure that policies and regulations on the use 

of school facilities are adequately and effectively enforced to guarantee the 

life span of such facilities. This will reduce the cost of management and 

ensure the maximization of the benefits of such facilities.  
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