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Abstract 

The crux of this paper on “Islam and Surrogacy: The Islamic ethical position in the 
21st century society” is to x-ray this obnoxious but omnibus phenomenon called 
surrogacy using Islamic ethical teaching lens. Evil is triumphing in disguise in our 
world today in the name of civilization, modernization, humanism and 
secularization. And this is made possible by the inaction, indifference, and 
conspiracy of silence by religious institutions. The aftermaths and negative 
consequences of surrogacy on society have a serious damaging effect on the 
spiritual and moral health of the society on the long run. Since, Marxism socialism 
has no prophylactic solution or answer to this ethical issues, only religion stands 
to vilify, redeem and save the society socially, economically, politically and 
personally from edging to precipices, oblivion as in days of’ Madyan, Thamud, 
Sodom and Gomorrah. The influence of religion in these areas can be seen more 
clearly in Islam than most other religious systems based on the fact that Islam 
claims that the Quran and Hadith is the paradigm for life and living through 
submission to God will, hence the need to x-ray the subject matter from Islamic 
ethical position. The work leverages on-His Royal Majesty, Haile Selassie (1). 
Emperior of Ethiopia timeless treatise on “why evil triumph” based on conspiracy 
of silence in the society, using historical-phenomenon approach, while the primary 
and secondary sources are from knowledge economy tools from library books, 
journal and internal materials. It concludes that it will be haram (forbidden) to 
form the embryo by the fusion of a woman's ovum with the sperm of a man other 
than her husband or egg from another woman by surrogacy, who is deceiving 
who? Hence, it recommends accepting our fate or openly adopting of children 
from orphanages.  
 

Keywords: Islam, Surrogacy, Ethical, Religion, Society 
 
Introduction 
By the way of introduction, there has be a conspiracy or prejudice of silence from faithful 
of dominating religions especially the two missionary religions in Africa on this topical 
issue of surrogacy and Into Vitro Fertilization (IVF) and it ethical relevancy in Africa in 
particular and world in general based on its claim of place of importance in the family 
circle today, hence the crux of this subject matter “Islam and Surrogacy: The ethical 
position in the 21st century” is to x-ray the topic using Islamic ethical teaching lens. It is 
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noted by  “Throughout history, it has been the inaction of those who could have acted, the 
indifference of those who should have known better and the silence of the voices of justice 
when it mattered most that has made it possible for evil to triumph” (-His Royal Majesty, 
Haile Selassie (1). Emperior of Ethiopia). This work is a kind of rebuttal, and charting a 
relational course between Islam and surrogacy and its consequence (S) using Islamic 
ethical teaching lens.  In order to do justice to the above subject matter, the word Islam and 
surrogacy should be defined and a relationship be charted out for the two variables that 
are at the epicenter of this discourse. 
  
Islam  
Islam is not only a religion in name but also in substance and virtue, its ideology is a recipe 
for peace for humankind and nature: it is one of the missionary religions that is spiritually, 
socially, politically and economically relevant in today’s world. It is still converting souls 
and bringing solution to all conditions of humanity by her strives for virtue among other 
world religions especially the missionary religions in a pluralistic world of the 21st century. 
It is the religion, which Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) announced and propagated in his 
mission in Arabia during the Dark Age or ignorant period (Jahiliyyah) in about seven 
century. 
 
Etymologically, (Khurshid A. 1975) maintains that Islam is an Arabic word meaning 
“submission” or act of resignation to God. He further asserts that the root word is SLM, 
pronounced “Salm’ means “Peace” from which coined the word “aslama” which means 
peace with God and peace with man, while we come to the state of Islam by submitting to 
the will of Allah, it means he resigned himself to peace. Islam teaches that one can achieve 
real peace of body and mind through submission and obedience to unity of God. In other 
words, by obeying and surrendering oneself to God, one can achieve peace of mind and 
establish peace in the society. However, (Adeyemo, 2006p113), in his article, Islam: An 
Introductory Study defines Islam as a derivate of one of the attributive of Allah-As-Salaam 
meaning the Lord of peace, and total submission to the will of Allah. He went further to 
assert that Islam is not only a religion but also a comprehensive way of life that covers the 
whole gamut of human life in all its ramifications, as it does not divide life into watertight 
compartment of spiritual and temporal. Islam teaches that one can achieve real peace of 
body and mind through submission and obedience to unity of God. In other words, by 
obeying and surrendering oneself to God, that person can achieve peace of mind and 
establish peace in the society. Since peace of the mind translates into peace of the external 
world and the reverse is the case if the mind lacks internal peace. 
 
Surrogacy  

Surrogacy is the noun form of the word surrogate, which according to Microsoft® 
Encarta® 2009. © 1993-2008 Microsoft Corporation defines surrogacy as substituting for 
somebody or something: taking the place of somebody or something. 
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noun [súr əgət] (plural sur·ro·gates), surrogate motherhood can be seen from the following 
areas:  
1.  somebody as substitute: somebody who acts as a replacement for somebody else 

2.  Woman who gives birth for another: a woman who bears a child for a couple, with the 
intention of handing it over at birth. 
Contextually surrogacy refers to a woman who is artificially inseminated with the 
man's sperm or implanted with a fertilized egg from another woman in order to born a 
baby for the client. 

Ethical  

According Oxford Advance Learner English Dictionary 8 edition Ethical is adjective relating 
to the accepted principles of right and wrong, especially those some organization or 
professional. Contextually, it is what is morally approvable, when referring to an action that 
affects others; it is what is good and best and morally sound. 
 
Islam From its Functional and Prophylactic Perspective of the Society and Humankind in 
the 21st Century 
Contemporary issues and happenings around the world has shown that Islam is still firmly 
in the business of striving as in a race for virtue in the 21st century among league of other 
religions, by providing prophylactic healing to the trouble world and also by standing as a 
watch dog against western modernization and humanization tendencies like surrogacy, 
same sex marriage or providing religious solution to humankind in the face of secularism. 
However, some in the name of Islam are still causing havoc and pains to the world by the 
act of terrorism but the main meal of this piece is to see Islam from good light in her standard 
bearing role and from prophylactic perspective leveraging on the anecdote that is extant in 
Igboland that says that “it is not good to throw away the bathed baby together with the dirty 
water”. Islam being monotheistic in perspective has played an important role in many 
countries in recent time, that Islamic belief in monotheism was a strong ideology used to 
weaken communist belief throughout the cold war. Even Islamic activists have greatly 
influenced political change in the United States, Latin America, and Europe. In addition, 
United States foreign policy cannot escape from religious dimension, particularly in the 
Middle Eastern political thought.  From this backdrop, it is evidenced that Islam is the only 
Ideological force that challenges the secularism tendency and excesses of the western culture 
typified by American culture since the collapse of the communist ideology. Today Islam is 
at the fore front of the fight against same sex marriage as an affront and aberration to the 
family system of father and mother and what constitutes legitimate children.  
 
As matter of fact, after the sudden death of nationalism, imperialism and the final collapse 
of communism, religion now remains the main form of identity and standard bearer. This is 
hitherto the reason why when this identity is abuse by some, especially by zealots and 
politician who uses religion as ideological under-prop at the service of their oppressive 
regime or for manipulative purposes thereby disparaging the virtue in that particular 
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religion. In addition, such abuse will even challenge the social order even in this globalize 
village where religious diversity or religious pluralism is an ingredient of the globalization 
paradigm.  
 
Contemporary Islamic thought in the 21st century especially within the traditions of Islamic 
revival movement and the Islamic heritage and western ideas, concepts, and theories have 
lots of contributions in reshaping the world order and maintenance of peace and harmony in 
African in particular and the cultural area called Igboland in general. Thinkers and scholars 
of these movements have neither rejected entirely the western contributions toward 
knowledge, nor have they accepted it blindly. They critically evaluate western ideas and 
concepts from an Islamic perspective through the process of Islamazition of knowledge. For 
example, Muhammed Ighal discourages the extreme form of the relationship between 
individual and society as it is conceived in western modernization. Islamic modernist 
contend that the faster a society modernizes the greater and individual separates and 
alienated himself/herself from other people, family, community, and society for various 
reasons. However, Igbal believes that society is an indispensible, secure place in which one 
can develop himself/herself as an individual. This was one way of supporting and 
reinforcing the cultural value of family, kingship and harmony with societal norms and tabos. 
Also, Iqbal one of the revivalist in Islam in the 20th century, sees the world as not an end in 
themselves, but resources for human to utilize for its benefit and success birth here and 
hereafter. He rejects the materialistic perception of the nature. Nature to him is not just a 
matter but also a place of construction for the new world of the hereafter. This is against 
modernists’ view of the nature, which does not attach any spiritual dimension to it and 
exhorts humanity to conquer it to become independent of it. Salvation is here on earth, so one 
of the ethical teaching in Islam is to enjoy good and abhor evil by submission” or act of 
resignation to God in all human’s endeavours even in family life. 
 
Islam and Situational Ethics 
If it is not God, it is not good. There is a scriptural injunction that admonishes that we should 
not allow our good to be evilly spoken by men, this falls in line with benevolent and 
situational ethics statement credited to one Victory, a cake decorator on 28th  June, 2019 about 
her sacrifice to humanity by been a surrogate. According her “The challenge a surrogate faces 
is the sacrifice of going through in IVF for someone else. Keeping track of medications, giving 
yourself shots and making sure you are on point with everything, takes a huge amount of 
responsibility and dedication. If you aren’t ready to do this, then you shouldn’t be a 
surrogate.” Though, People pay surrogates a lot of their hard earned money to go through 
IVF, carry and deliver the baby; but by reason of situational ethics, a surrogate should never 
want to be a surrogate just for the money rather to meet the demand of the situation and 
arrest the ugly situation in some families by giving the much needed child to the family that 
could not have any. To be frankly sincere, and coming from situational ethics perspective 
they don’t pay surrogate enough for their sacrifice “in bringing joy to family without child” 
as claimed by the surrogate mothers. In word of (Victory, 2019), a surrogate, she averred thus 
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I basically sacrificed my body for someone and no amount of money can 
compare to what I had to go through. For one, it is extremely painful after 
a few weeks of the hormone injections. Reason being that after awhile that 
there was no place tender from previous shots. No amount of massaging 
could help. Yes, I am a small woman and maybe that contributed to it; but 
there were some days that my butt was so sore from the injections that I 
couldn’t sit down; I couldn’t go to work because it was so painful. But yet 
I did it, and I never complained about it to my surrogate parent. I became 
a surrogate to bring life into this world for someone who couldn’t do it on 
their own. The next challenge is the actual pregnancy and knowing that 
this baby isn’t even yours. You have to emotionally detach yourself from 
getting attached in a sense. Yet, you have to treat the pregnancy as if it is 
your own. (I.e.: taking care of yourself, taking your prenatal vitamins, 
staying on top of the doctor appointments, not stressing yourself out too 
much) You have to deal with all the things that go along with being 
pregnant: nausea, vomiting, tired, sleepless nights, back pain, pain in 
general, mood swings, weight gain, rashes, being sensitive to certain foods 
or smells, no drinking, no smoking of course, no drugs at all!! For some 
people that are hard, you can’t go to Six Flags Magic Mountain and you 
can’t go to Disneyland and ride the Matterhorn. You have to skip out on 
a lot of things. Then comes, childbirth which has its own set of hurdles. 
We are talking, pain, blood loss, pain, and more pain!!! Through all these 
challenges, the greatest joy is bringing a baby into this world for a family 
who will love that baby unconditionally. I will never forget the family’s 
son who came into the delivery room after baby was born and he said in 
his cute, small voice “thank you for my little brother.” I knew in that 
moment I did the right thing. All the challenges I faced were peanuts now. 
It was one of the best memories; one of the best things I’ve ever done in 
my life. 
 

Is this statement of her above, though situational ethically sound, but when x-ray under the 
Islamic ethical teaching of (wa na nahy) enjoined the good and forbid the evil hence, the 
above is against Islamic position on surrogacy which sees surrogacy as haaram (forbidden) 
and a fatwa was declared on it. From Islamic ethical teaching is not good if it is Allah’s design 
and God’s approved. 
 
Islam And Surrogacy  
Islam and surrogacy are strange bed fellows that cannot agree in any way in this modern 
world and even the old civilization. Islam relishes on concept of “Amr wa Nahy” doing what 
is good and rejecting what is evil. (Q3:110, 22:41). Scholars of Islam have pronounced the 
following fatwa (Islamic verdict) regarding surrogacy: It is illegal and immoral to introduce 
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into a woman the sperm of any man other than her husband. The formation of the embryo 
outside the human body will only be permissible subject to certain strict conditions. It will be 
haram (forbidden) to form the embryo by the fusion of a woman's ovum with the sperm of a 
man other than her husband. It is also not lawful to implant into a woman an embryo 
developed in a haram way. Consequently, it will be quite obvious that it is Haram to 
introduce sperm or embryo into an unmarried woman. If, in violation of Allah's Law, either 
the sperm of a man other than the husband's has been introduced into an unmarried woman 
or a Haram formed embryo has been introduced into a woman, the rulings will be as follows: 

1. If the woman is married, the resultant child will legally be that of her husband even 
if it is confirmed that the sperm used was not that of her husband.  

2.  The same ruling will apply if the child results from a haram embryo. Even if the 
embryo was formed by the fusion of the woman's ovum with the sperm of another 
man, the child will legally be that of her husband.  

3. The 'donor' of the sperm has no right whatsoever over the child even if prior 
agreement or contract was entered into to give him the right over the child. 

4. If the woman is unmarried, the resultant child will be illegitimate and would be 
regarded to be that of the surrogate mother. Scholars of Islam have pronounced the 
following fatwa (Islamic verdict) regarding surrogacy: 

1 It is illegal and immoral to introduce into a woman the sperm of any man other than 
her husband. The formation of the embryo outside the human body will only be 
permissible subject to certain strict conditions. It will be Haram (forbidden) to form 
the embryo by the fusion of a woman's ovum with the sperm of a man other than her 
husband. It is also not lawful to implant into a woman an embryo developed in a 
haram way. 

2 Consequently, it will be quite obvious that it is Haram to introduce sperm or embryo 
into an unmarried woman. 

3 If, in violation of Allah's Law, either the sperm of a man other than the husband's has 
been introduced into an unmarried woman or a Haram formed embryo has been 
introduced into a woman, the rulings will be as follows: 

4  If the woman is married, the resultant child will legally be that of her husband even 
if it is confirmed that the sperm used was not that of her husband.  
ii. The same ruling will apply if the child results from a haram embryo. Even if the 
embryo was formed by the fusion of the woman's ovum with the sperm of another 
man, the child will legally be that of her husband.  
iii. The 'donor' of the sperm has no right whatsoever over the child even if prior 
agreement or contract was entered into to give him the right over the child. 
iv. If the woman is unmarried, the resultant child will be illegitimate and would be 
regarded to be that of the surrogate mother. 
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Surrogacy is Ethical Wrong In Islam 
Islamic ethics strongly condemn surrogacy and strictly advices to form the family solely on 
the basis of biological ties. Islam condemns surrogacy in strong terms because the child will 
not be given the proper information about his/her lineage and may result unknowingly, in 
half-sibling marriage which is a dangerous consequence for a society, hence the bane of some 
of the problems of the society today. According to www.dar.alifta.org. Islam attaches great 
importance to familial relationships. It tolerates no deliberate confusion of lineage and it 
threaten with sever sanction (fatawa) on surrogate mothers because it is compatible with 
Islamic ethical teachings. Surrogate motherhood is definitely not allowed in Islam due to the 
fact that many evils may arise from this procedure, which can be listed as follows: 
 
Undermine the Very Institution of Marriage and Family Life 
Unmarried women could be tempted into 'leasing' their wombs for monetary benefits, which 
would, in turn, undermine the very institution of marriage and family life. In order to relieve 
themselves of the agony of childbirth, married women could be tempted to resort to this 
technique. Islam abhors such action. Since pregnancy cannot be regarded as a burden, but in 
fact it is a blessing, a woman who passes away whilst in the process of delivering, is given 
the status of a martyr in Islam. For instance, a Transvaal (Tzaneen) surrogate grandmother 
gave birth to her daughter's IVF triplets on October 1987 at 76 year, which was a result of the 
South African Government not clamping down on such practices. Can Pat Anthony's 
(surrogate mother) action in carrying the children of her biological daughter, Karen, be 
morally justified? In doing so, she has implanted the sperm of her son-in-law into her womb. 
Biologically, the surrogate children she gave birth to, would become her daughter, Karen's, 
brothers and sisters, and at the same time, would be legally regarded as Karen's children. 
Karen in turn would thus be sharing two types of relationship with the same children. 5. 
Finally, surrogate motherhood violates the systematic planning of Allah in the normal 
process of procreation. 
 
Surrogacy is Precursor to Baby Factory! 

However at this point, it’s also important to mention that majority of scholars throughout the 
Islamic history have interpreted this hadith of the Prophet (Sallallahu Alaihi Wassallam) to 
mean that ‘The children will become master and mistress of their mothers and parents and 
would treat them like slaves are treated’ which is also very evident as the respect of parents 
especially mothers is gradually being lost, mothers are paid to deliver and give out their 
babies at a price these days in baby factories. This is how it was explained by Imam Hajar Al 
Asqalani (r.a) as well. In certain parts of the world its already lost because there are old homes 
where parents are placed once they get old even though they spent their entire life earning 
for the child and taking care of them. The generally accepted interpretation is not related to 
surrogacy but we can notice that the miraculous words of the Prophet can be applied towards 
both meanings. 
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Can the Word Surrogacy be Found in the Quran or Hadith 
The answer is no, surrogacy cannot be found literally in the Quran or the Hadith, but 
implicitly or explicitly manifestation of what surrogacy portends is found in the Hadith. 
But since surrogacy is weighed from ethical or moral basis, the Quran or Hadith should be 
applied as it affects humanity in the light of Islam which is based on the concept of doing 
good and avoiding evil. According (Kilani, 2010p3) “Islam has taken the concept of 
enjoining good and forbidding evil (Amr wa nahy) as responsibility of all Muslim (Quran 
3:110, 22:41, 9:71). In carrying out the duties of amr wa nahy the merit of knowledge for all 
and evil of ignorance cannot be underestimated. Further, (Zaid Shaw 2015) who studied 
Islamic knowledge and Sufi Islam have this say on if the word surrogate or surrogacy can 
be found in the Quran or Hadith thus: Surrogacy is not halaal (legal) according to Islam and 
I believe that one of the answers shared by Hend Alshareef is very good in terms of 
understanding how it’s not allowed in the light of Quran and Hadith. In addition to the 
Hend’s and other great answers I would like to add that surrogacy is one of the signs of the 
day of judgment and one of the major predictions of Prophet Muhammad (SallAllahu alaihi 
wassallam). A man asked the Prophet: "Tell me about the Hour." that is the Day of 
Judgment He said: "The one who is asked about it does not know more about it than the 
one who is asking." He said: "Then tell me about its signs." He said: "when a slave woman 

gives birth to her mistress, when you see the barefoot, naked, destitute shepherds 
competing in making tall buildings.'" (Sunan An Nasai). These words are taken from the 
famous hadith-e-Jibreel and this man who was inquiring from the Prophet was Jibreel 
(alaihi salaam). His inquiries and the answers given by the Prophet was to teach those 
around him some important lessons about their faith. One of the major lessons that we learn 
is signs of the approach of the hour as manifested in surrogacy and materialism of today’s 
society. The Prophet (sallAllahu alaihi wassallam) informed us about signs of the haram in 
the above hadith. The sign that I believe relates to this question of surrogate is ‘When a 

slave woman gives birth to her mistress’. now the pertient question is who is a slave 
women from the context of parties in surrogacy in modern world, the surrogate as matter 
of fact is paid agent for the service of procreation, to do this service, she is expose to a lot of 
pains and labour of child bearing only for the mistress or the person that paid her for the 
service to take over the born child. If the surrogate does not take money for this service but 
donate the child to the foster parents, Her service could have be on kindness or compassion 
ground to humanity, but since she is paid for service, it becomes illegal child, therefore it is 
haram in Islam. 
 
Before we can understand how this prediction relates to the surrogacy topic we need to first 
realize that surrogacy is usually accepted as a practice in those nations or such people within 
a nation that are living under much financial duress. These people are struggling financially 
and such circumstance forces them to adopt a life that makes them vulnerable for 
exploitation. Such as the poor women of many parts of India, Philippines, some countries 
in Africa such as Nigeria, are willing to rent their wombs for couples mainly from Western 
European countries or rich couples from other parts of the world who wish to have a child 
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but for various reasons are unable to have themselves or their wives do not wish to bear 
themselves. These people are then looking for poor mothers from other developing 
countries who may wish to carry an embryo for a particular couple for a large sum of 
money. Please note that there are several middle men involved in this process who take 
major portion of this amount for themselves and give meager share to the poor lady whose 
womb is used in this process. Therefore at the end of this process the poor lady still remains 
poor and everyone else benefits heavily from her! 
 
As per some scholars of Islam, and not all, the interpretation of this sign is a poor mother 
living in slavery conditions whom we can refer to as a ‘slave mother’ gives birth to a child 
who is actually considered a master or mistress as the child will now belong to the upper 
class of the society in the world. Thus this prediction is happening right before our eyes and 
a very good documentary is the main meal of this work and an article you can refer to better 
understand this prediction of Prophet Muhammad (sallAllahu alaihi wassallam) that is 
evident in the practice surrogacy. 
 
Conclusion  
From the period of ignorant (Jahiliyyah) in Arabia and to that of secularism and 
modernization in the 21st century world, Islam has played a prophylactic healing to the dark 
period, checkmating and playing standard bearer role in face of communism and 
westernization and its attendant vices like same sex marriage, gay, lesbianism and 
surrogacy. Surrogacy is product of modernization and Westernization against core Islamic 
family system. Society required certain degree of social solidarity, value, consciousness, 
harmony and integration between its parts. While human needs to be at peace with Allah, 
nature, and others, hitherto the reason for humankind to be submit to the will of Allah and 
depend in him in all ramifications, to go contrary especially against family system and 
procreation is forbidden (Haram) in Islam. In summation, it is illegal and immoral to 
introduce into a woman the sperm of any man other than her husband. The formation of 
the embryo outside the human body will only be permissible subject to certain strict 
conditions. It will be haram (forbidden) to form the embryo by the fusion of a woman's 
ovum with the sperm of a man other than her husband, 
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