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Abstract 
This paper examined the role and benefit of operation Amotekun Security outfit 

in fighting crime in the contemporary Southwest region of Nigeria. The reason 

why the six governors of the Southwest region chose Amotekun for their security 

outfit was to drive fear into the hearts of those criminals who have been driving 

fear into the hearts of people who live in or pass through the Southwest region. It 

is important to note that in the recent history of the Southwest region, killer 

herdsmen, bandits, kidnappers, insurgents, armed robbers etc, have made life 

intolerable for the region and other Nigerians in various parts of the country. No 

day passes that people are not robbed, killed or kidnapped by men of the 

underworld; who carry various sophisticated weapons. unfortunately, when 

operation Amotekun was inaugurated in Ibadan, the police and the armed forces 

personnel were conspicuously absent. Moreso, few Nigerians were not happy and 

they criticized Amotekun Security outfit, of note was the bombshell from the 

Attorney-General of the Federation and Minister of Justice, Abubakar Malami 

(2020). He declared openly: “No state government, whether singly or in a group, 

has the legal right and competence to establish any form of organization or agency 

for the defence of Nigeria or any of its constituent parts. Abubakar Malami (2020) 

warned that the law will take its natural course in relation to excesses associated 

with organization, administration and participation in Amotekun or continuous 

association with it as an association. On the other side of the story, many Yoruba 

leaders and elders believe operation Amotekun security outfit that stand for zero 

tolerance to crime was a welcome development. They lash critics of Amotekun as 

either sadist or people who do not value human life. The study adopted the 

descriptive design. It drew upon primary and secondary sources. Primary sources 

include oral information and testimonies. Newspapers and magazines reports 
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were also used together with official records in government publications. 

Secondary sources include relevant books. The researcher makes use of direct 

observation method; all the information gathered were subjected to historical 

evaluation. 

 

Keywords: Amotekun, Security outfit, role, benefit, South West, Nigeria. 

 

Introduction  

The Western Nigeria Security Network (WNSN) otherwise called Amotekun means 

Leopard, the animal serve as a symbol of strength, agility, swiftness, stamina, alertness, 

cleverness, promptness, wittedness, robustness and courage, as such, the six south west 

governors used the cat-like animal as a code name to establish and launched operation 

Amotekun security outfit to complement the efforts of the police and fill in the existing 

performance gap. Operation Amotekun was launched on Thursday, January 9, 2020 with 

glee, merriment and exultation in Ibadan by the South West governors, leaders and youths 

across the region to fight crime and intruders, contrary to criticism. Amotekun security 

outfit would not amount to duplication of existing security agencies. Amotekun security 

outfit is to work in tandem with the police, it is teamwork. They are going to work directly 

with the police and other security agencies within the concept of community policing. 

Amotekun is a joint patrol to complement the effort of the police. The need to provide 

security and welfare of the citizenry of the region led to the formation of the outfit. 

Amotekun is meant to take policing close to the people in the different communities. 

(Dojumo, 2020). The South West security outfit code- named Amotekun was put together 

as an agency to take decisive steps to stem the spate of killings and various crimes, 

including insurgency, herdsmen killings, kidnapping, robbery and rape of women. It 

becomes open indication that the Buhari Administration cannot guarantee security of lives 

and property. Moreso, the Buhari administration had failed to prosecute the mastermind 

of the mass killings in Benue, Nassarawa, Bauchi, Taraba, Kogi, Adamawa, Borno, Yobe, 

Zamfara, Kaduna, Ekiti, Enugu and other parts of the country. Amotekun security outfit 

was a courage taken by South West leaders and people to protect themselves and their 

region from criminals and intruders. (Kola Ologbondiyan, 2020). 

 

Other factors that led to the formation of Operation Amotekun security outfit was that in 

October, 2019, the daughter of the Yoruba leader, Pa Ruben Fasoranti, was killed in a broad 

daylight in Ore, till date, the police have not said whether she was killed by an armed 

robber, committed suicide or the driver skidden off the broad. Nothing has been identified 

by the police as being responsible for such a high profile murder. If someone of prominence 

in the region could be killed like that without proper investigation, what would be the fate 

of Lesser people in Yoruba land? Moreso, women in Yoruba land are been kidnapped and 
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raped on daily basis. All kinds of atrocious crimes were committed and yet the people can’t 

find succor in the police. The police force is largely ineffective or indifferent to what is 

happening. Hence, because of insecurity in the South West region, Amotekun was the 

struggle for real solution in the South West (Odumakin, 2020). 

 

Other reason why operation Amotekun was established was effort of the Yorubas to 

protect themselves from killer herdsmen and other criminals. For example, Odumakin 

(2020) Afenifere spokeman, explain that the Alaafin of Oyo set up a vigilante group in Oyo 

and they arrested herdsmen with guns and many dangerous weapons. there was one that 

removed a man’s genitals and the police were not even ready to charge him to court. 

Within that context, we welcome any attempt by our governors to form Amotekun security 

outfit to put some measures of security for our people. Odumakin (2020) aptly explain that 

“Amotekun is essential because the people perceive that they are in a cage today to the 

extent that they have no control over their lives and properties. The element of federalism 

that allows every tier of government to make laws and enforce them is not allowed to work 

not only in the South West but also in entire Nigeria. Everything about the structure of 

Nigeria is about conquest and domination. We have a situation where a group tells others 

that they can’t be incharge of their affairs. No matter the tokenism the Amotekun 

represents, we have to appreciate it. The failure of security agencies to those responsible 

for the insecurity gave birth to Amotekun. And the call self defence by General TY 

Danjuma, retd. likewise, former President Obasanjo warned and cryout about Fulanization 

and Ismalisation agenda of Nigeria; which is a threat to national security, for example, 

when we are faced with a situation where the State allows herdsmen to carry AK47 around 

as if they are above the law. This provokes indigenous farming communities to support 

security outfit as Amotekun to protect them.  

 

Other factors that led to the formation Amotekun security outfit in the South West region 

is the opening up of Nigeria’s borders for people to come into the country without visa. 

When the country is faced with such a situation, it worsens insecurity facing the country 

at a great magnitude, as insurgents, killer herdsmen, and criminals from Lybia, Niger, 

Chad, and Mali would infiltrate our porous borders. It is this kind of insecurity challenges 

that gingered the South West leaders and people to form operation Amotekun security 

outfit to check crime and infiltration of bad eggs. In the recent history of Nigeria, the South 

West region expressed outrage and concern over what they termed deteriorating and 

unacceptable security in the region. They described the increasing killings in the region as 

alarming and accused the Federal Government of complacency in tackling the menace of 

terrorist and bandits across the region. Amotekun was put to birth because of the 

lamentation of loss of lives and property and the need to address the escalating wave of 
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insecurity in the region. As the Yoruba people perceive there was a need for forming 

operation Amotekun to speedily seek solutions to fix the security problem bedeviling the 

region. 

 

Amotekun is a pointer that the insecurity in the South West had deteriorated and the 

attendant loss of lives and property is not acceptable. Operation Amotekun security outfit 

need to secure the lives and property of her citizens, as enshrined in the constitution. 

Operation Amotekun in the South West region was an urgent paradigm shift and reform 

of the architecture and structure of traditional Yoruba security and self-defence. The 

formation of operation Amotekun is also a pointer to witness that for a long time, major 

stakeholders in the security of our nation and police authorities appear to achieve 

consensus on the necessity of introducing community policing in Nigeria. Loss of lives and 

properties in Yorubaland is unacceptable, hence they seek self-defence and creation of 

operation Amotekun security outfit to curb the menace of sleepless nights and insecurity, 

as farmers were afraid to go to harmland because of the attacks of killer herdsmen, 

kidnappers and bandits in the region. 

 

The Role and Benefit of Operation Amotekun Security outfit in the South West Region 

of Contemporary Nigeria.  

Insecurity of life and property in Nigeria and particularly in the region made the governors 

and leaders of the zone to recently established Amotekun, a regional security organization 

to protect the people of South West (SW). Despite the fact Malami (2020), the Attorney 

General of the Federation, declared the formation to be illegal. Falana (2020), a well-known 

civil rights leader and respected attorney aptly pointed out that the Attorney General of 

the Federation (AGF) was wrong. Merely saying that the AGF was wrong was a timid 

response to the AGF and Federal Government that he represents. No matter what the 

supreme court declares as the constitutional requirements as the shortcoming of operation 

Amotekun, the first law of nature is self-preservation. Anybody, who fails to protect 

himself from the enemy has himself to blame. Any government that is incapable, feeble, 

and incompetent of protecting its citizens has lost the authority of the people. And lost the 

reason for its existence. This are the reason which gave birth operation Amotekun security 

outfit in the South West region. (Onyekanmi, 2020).  

 

It is unfortunate to note that insecurity and killings in places around and below the 

confluence of Niger and Benue where neither life nor property is safe is disturbing, as 

ordinary citizens, in pursuit of their legal business are kidnapped and killed; their 

property, like farm lands have been taken over and if they dare resist, their lives go with 

the property. These criminal activity is blamed on Fulani Herdsmen. Yet no body is in 
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police custody, nobody has been tried. The laws and the law enforcement apparatus are 

incapable of protecting innocent citizens from the attacks of enemies within and without. 

(Oyekanmi, 2020). In the face of this open-aggression, insecurity, danger and 

defencelessness, the South West people believe they have absolute right to protect 

themselves, in situations where one cannot do so by himself, one should form alliance like 

operation Amotekun security outfit to help. That is the role and benefit Amotekun 

intended to do.  

 

Meanwhile, speakers in the six South West states have thrown their weight behind the 

establishment of “Operation Amotekun” saying “it will curb the worrisome security 

problem facing the region; the conference of speakers at a one-day security conference held 

in Ibadan, Oyo state, said that they were on the same page with their governors on the 

initiative to form operation Amotekun. In the communique read by their chairman, Rt. 

Hon. Barnidele Oloyelogun, (2020), they said the security outfit sought to complement all 

security outfits in the region and not replace them and that this was in tandem with the 

spirit of the constitution mandating any progressive and responsive government to protect 

lives and property of the citizens the conference emphasized that operation Amotekun was 

a fallout of community policing laws. (Dayo, 2020). The role of Amotekun was designed 

to go a long way at curbing the worrisome security problem facing the South West. 

 

Simultaneously, in support of the role and benefit operation Amotekun, traditional rulers 

on Ondo state have asked the South West governors to ignore negative comments about 

operation Amotekun and conclude necessary arrangements of the immediate take-off of 

the security outfit in the six South West states. The monarchs under the umbrella of the 

130 known Obas urged the federal government to back the South West governors to 

achieve the set goal of operation Amotekun. Speaking through their state president Owa-

Ale of Ikare-Akoko, Oba Kolapo Adegbite-Adedoyin, (2020) the Oba said the security 

outfit must be supported to end rampant kidnapping banditry, senseless killings and other 

crimes in the region. They urged other geo-political zones in Nigeria to translate 

Amotekun to their language and set up similar security outfit to complement existing 

security agencies. 

 

It is also important to note that allowing operation Amotekun to functional effectively 

would help traditional rulers and their subjects in rural farming communities and urban 

dwellers to sleep with their two eyes closed. Operation Amotekun would counter all these 

ungodly and inhuman acts of self-destruction by men and women of the underworld. The 

personnel of “Amotekun” are OPC vigilante groups and native hunters who know and 

understand the terrain of their own locality. They know how to watch over the indigenous 
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people than the federal police. Amotekun would complement the laudable efforts of the 

federal government protect the lives of the innocent Nigerians in the South West. 

Amotekun would relieve, aid and assist the poor masses, the traditional rulers, indigenous 

farmers and rural dwellers the sorrow and pain for deprivation of their kinsmen and 

landed properties which they have loss in the recent history of the South West region. To 

ensure effective community policing of the operation Amotekun security outfit, every state 

in the South West must have its own command and control center while they share 

equipment and pool resources for effective operations. Moreso, Amotekun need to prepare 

a legal framework on which the security outfit could operate. The role and benefit of 

operation Amotekun is to enable the six South West states to share intelligence. The 

training of the outfit would be intensifying, which is to be handled by the Nigerian Police 

force. (Soni Daniel, (2020). Therefore, Amotekun is not a regional army, but to work with 

Nigeria Police to fight crime. 

 

Amotekun is a pointer to indicate that Nigeria police need to be restructured along the 

path of true federalism and regional police. If we do not restructure Nigeria, Nigeria will 

restructure itself as we can witness with emergency of Amotekun security outfit. 

Amotekun tries to show that you cannot stay in your house and somebody comes to attack 

you and you keep quit because security is in the exclusive list. The basic thing for human 

existence is that you must secure yourself. The purpose and the role of Amotekun to the 

South West region is to protect themselves from internal and external aggression. This is 

because the government has failed to secure the people. It is nature for people to resort to 

self-help when the state security has fail. In the recent history of Nigeria people are being 

killed with so much impunity. Therefore, any person opposing or against Amotekun, that 

person is the one that security agents should be watching as an enemy of this country. 

Nigeria police system need to be restructured for it to be effective to serve its role and 

benefit to the citizenry. (Nkanga, 2020). Amotekun is also a pointer to the fact that in a state 

of killings and where nobody and properties are secured. It was proper that states come 

together to arrange protection for themselves. Amotekun is an outcome of the demands 

for self defence and restructuring. The federal government failed to provide security for 

its citizens possibly because of the unitary arrangement for larger federations. The best 

thing is to decentralized and allow the regions or states to make arrangement for their 

internal security while the military protects the territorial integrity of the country. (Essien, 

2020). 

 

The role of Amotekun is to keep and safeguard the South West from further invasion by 

terrorists and keep their region closely secured and safe. According to Naingba (2020) 

Amotekun security network is purely, security organization to be responsible for safe 
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guarding the South West from Fulani herdsmen and other invasions by terrorist’s groups. 

Amotekun is to ensure the collective survival of the people. Furthermore, Amotekun is a 

pointer to indicate that Nigeria is in at cross road where all regions need to firmly protected 

by indigenous security outfits. With Amotekun killer herdsmen and other terrorist’s 

groups would not have a place in the South West. The role of Amotekun is to beef up tight 

security around Yoruba land. There is absolutely nothing illegal in the formation of 

operation Amotekun, it is just like the Civilian Joint Task Force (JTF) in the North East said 

to have been helping in the fight against insurgency. It is constitutional and should be 

supported by well-meaning Nigerians, including the Federal Government. It is important 

to note again that the right to life is universal and not in any exclusive list of the Nigeria 

state. It is like saying that the neighbourhood guard on our streets, or the vigilante group 

in our communities is illegal or unconstitutional in law, self-defence is an organized form 

of defense available to an accused. Self defence have the support of well-meaning 

Nigerians apart from those who do not mean well for the oppressed. Amotekun is a child 

of necessity that should not be killed by unitarists, who are scared of every initiative that 

tends to expose the fraudulent structure that false federal system operates in Nigeria 

(Turnah Effiong, 2020). 

 

In the recent history of Nigeria, the Buhari administration has failed its primary 

responsibility of protecting the lives and properties of the citizens. Thus, the disposal and 

antagonism. Operation Amotekun security outfit is divine and it promoters are going to 

confronts murderers and terrorists who have been inflicting untold hardship on the 

people. More so, the police and the army are not only corrupt, they are also dishonest, 

treacherous and tricky. Well-meaning Nigerians cannot allow bias, unreliable and 

deceitful policemen and army who seem to enjoy the protection of the federal government 

or who are emboldened by the federal government dictate how people should defend 

themselves within the ambit of the law. To the Yoruba ethnic group, they see Amotekun 

as a local vigilante group just like the Civilian Joint Taskforce that operates in many parts 

of the North, helping the police and the army to fight Boko Haram. 

 

For the advocate and supporters of true federalism Amotekun is the beginning of 

introduction Nigeria’s true federal system. It is the will of the people to express themselves 

for the need to protect themselves from evil in the land. The proclamation of Amotekun is 

restructuring and political self-determination reviving into actual motion of self-defence 

of the indigenous people at the grassroots. Amotekun is driven by genuine spirit to protect 

lives and property of all citizens. It is highly commendable and praiseworthy by the South 

Westerners and should be appreciated by all well-meaning Nigerians who are fans of true 

federalism. Amotekun will serve as a regional security outfit to bridge the Lacuna as the 
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military and police alone cannot guarantee safety anymore. (Anuesoke, 2020). It is not 

enough to read about the presidency sending condolence messages to bereaved families of 

victims of terrorists and kidnappers every now and then. Nigerians need adequate 

security. Nigerians no longer feel safe on our roads, travelers are kidnapped and killed 

every now and then. Amotekun is driven by the spirit of the South Westerners taking care 

of their security, this is to complement the effort of the weak federal police to curb crime 

in the South West region. Amotekun will serve the role of intelligence gathering outfit to 

the Nigerian security agencies to better safeguard the lives and property of the people. 

Amotekun put the overall interest of lives and properties of the South Westerners first 

before any interest. 

 

Another benefit of the operation Amotekun is that it opened the eyes of other geo-political 

zones in Nigeria, such as, the South-South, South-East and North central, who had been 

under the bondage of the false federal system to begin to demand for their own brand of 

Amotekun to protect their people’s lives and properties from criminals and intruders. 

(Amaize, 2020). Operation Amotekun security outfit well aligns with the ideals of true 

federalism. The outfit marks the beginning of true federalism; the security outfit would 

work in collaboration with the police. Amotekun would employ the use of drones; drones 

are necessary here because the South West have thick forest. So drones are needed to 

effectively monitor the forest and make sure that criminals not only the herders are 

checked. This is because criminal often form dens in the forest and bush to kidnap and rob 

people. It is drones that would help Amotekun to pick them up and send messages to the 

security headquarter and network which would now flush criminal out of the forest and 

farmlands. (Olajide, 2020). Amotekun is a community policing strategy that would make 

everybody in the rural area and the grassroot secured. It would involve the responsibility 

of the traditional rulers not to leave policing alone of the village to the federal police in 

their domain. Amotekun would support the police with necessary information and 

enabling environment to fight crime effectively. Amotekun would provide good partner 

in progress with the police. Amotekun would have zero tolerance for corruption and 

criminals, it would encourage farmers to go back to their farms and others to go about their 

normal business without molestation, rape of women and killings. Amotekun security 

outfit would also form a synergy with the royal fathers to identify ritual killers to bring to 

an end this menace. 

 

Constitutionality and Legality of Operation Amotekun Security Outfit. 

Amotekun security outfit was created by the six-governors of South West region because 

they were reasons and needs in the region for it to helps combat insecurity. It is a regional 

security institution to complement the effort of the police to fight crime and criminality in 
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the South West. However, Operation Amotekun is no doubt a fantastic idea but the process 

of its actualization was faulty; that is what makes it illegal. Regional security is important 

and can be achieved by strengthening the present architecture but the legal framework 

must be perfected which was not done abinitio. It needs to be done urgently. (Daramola, 

2020). It is important to note that matters relating to security of the country are in the 

exclusive legislature list; but the security of lives and property in every state is also the 

primary responsibility of the state government. Hence, operation Amotekun do not runs 

afoul of the laws. The security outfit is a noble idea especially in situation where the federal 

government has failed in securing lives and property. (Anoliefo, 2020). 

 

The leadership of Amotekun should legislate its creation to make it legal. Amotekun has a 

promising security usefulness to complement the police in fighting crime in the South 

West. The governors swore to protect the lives and property of their people. With 

operation Amotekun they have applied the best means and measure to restore peace and 

security in the region; but a particular part of the country felt threatened and the federal 

government went ahead to declare it illegal. It is now clear to all that Nigeria doesn’t 

belong to all of us. Restructuring the country to the path of regional police and community 

policing remain the only solution to permanently protect the federating units of the 

federation peacefully. 

 

The state Houses of Assembly should enact laws to legalize Amotekun. Odumakin (2020) 

argues that if you are talking about Hisbah being legal, these are sectional laws, not 

everyone who lives in Kano and everywhere you have sharia is a muslim. Amotekun is 

legal because it would protect Yoruba, Igbo, Hausa, Odumakin (2020) aptly pointed out 

that Amotekun: whether exclusive or concurrent, security is not on any list, those who are 

afraid of Amotekun security outfit are criminals. There is a need for people to understand 

that what is on exclusive list is defence and not security. There is nothing that Amotekun 

is dong than to secure lives and property to fill the gap that the police cannot fill. Police 

are just on the highways stopping vehicles; Amotekun security outfit officials and 

personnels have the capacity to go into the forest, to know what is going on there and get 

information. They will serve as forest guards (Odumakin, 2020). 

 

The philosophy guiding the operation Amotekun security outfit in complementing the 

police to curb crime in the South West region is live and let live. The security outfit is meant 

to protect the lives and property of everybody in Yorubaland. Yoruba don’t have history 

of harassment against anyone. They have a history of accommodating everyone that is not 

a criminal. State police and Amotekun are some of the components of restructuring, true 

federalism and regionalism. On January 21, 2020 there was pro-Amotekun rallies across 
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South West states organized by Yoruba World Congress- that protest registered the 

peoples displeasure over government policies that Amotekun is illegal. When you refuse 

to allow people to protect themselves before a common danger of life and death according 

to their wish and they foresee danger, they will use everything at their disposal to tell 

government that they are not happy. The purpose of government is to secure lives and 

property. (Gani Adams, 2020). When government fails to protect its people, then the people 

think of protecting themselves in the spirit of self defence; this is what gave birth to 

operation Amotekun security outfit to protect lives and property of the South West region. 

Yoruba people and leaders are not distracted by fictional claims that Amotekun is a 

secession army. According to Banji Akintoye (2020) “As regard Amotekun, we are not 

backing down. It is a process. The making of the law is part of the process. There is no 

backing down. We are moving on” 

 

Today in Nigeria, the frightening security situation in the country is the headache, and not 

for Malami, AGF, to restrain Amotekun security network. When most people build house 

in the South West region, even before they finish – a maiguard or security man is deployed. 

This is something many Nigerians do without asking Malami, AGF for approval. We pray 

and trust in divine protection, but it does not stop us hiring a gateman to keep watch. The 

wealthy ones go the extra mile. They not only hire private security. They hire specially 

trained and armed policemen for round-the – clock personal protection. Especially, big 

politicians, they get a bunch of armed policemen to guard their homes and offices. In the 

recent history of Nigeria, everyone who can, will go the extra mile to protect themselves. 

While the poor masses reluctantly come to accept vigilantes or neighbourhood watch as a 

sensible means of protection where individual resources and police eyes may not reach. 

And to do that, no one ever needed to ask Malami, AGF, or consult the constitution on 

how useful an overworked and underpaid police force might be in a corrupt society like 

ours. These are some of the reason that gave birth to Operation Amotekun security 

network. (Azu, 2020). The South West governors and people need Amotekun because the 

people cannot protect themselves from ever multiplying franchises of criminals – bandits, 

killer herdsmen, kidnappers and all sorts of gangs-who have made their streets, schools, 

markets, homes, farms and highways, very unsafe. The Global terrorism index estimated 

that 1,700 persons were killed by herdsmen in 2018 alone. It gets more horrific if you try to 

look at a state-by-state picture. From Abia to Sokoto and from Rivers to Zamfara, Nigeria 

has been gripped by the terror of criminal gangs who, having newly overwhelmed the 

ordinary citizens, have made no secret of their intention to overwhelm the state and its 

security agencies. Why should governors of the South West region not establish Operation 

Amotekun security outfit to jointly look after citizens in their zones? If over three decades 

ago, the Native Authorities, which were smallest units of government had their own police 
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force, it’s nonsense to resist an attempt by a region of six states to set up a regional security 

network (not even a police force), 60 years later. (Azu, 2020). The South West Governors 

should pass laws in their states legalizing Operation Amotekun as their security network 

service. Once that is done, they can leave Malami, AGF, to watch Amotekun, the leopard, 

tackle crime and criminality in the South West region. Furthermore, the governors of the 

South West should subject the constitution to credibility test and should approach the 

Supreme Court to interpret the relevant sections of the constitution on the matter as regard 

defence and security in the face of danger. It would have been better that Malami, AGF, 

ought to have even approached the court rather than taking the position of the court 

himself. It is also relevant to put the danger of the people of South West at the core of that 

decision of self defence, so that the people will know what makes self defence illegal when 

government has failed to protect its citizens. 

 

Meanwhile, Afe Babalola (2020) argued that Malami would have taken the six South West 

governors to court over the launch of Amotekun. Babalola further argued that declaring 

Amotekun illegal by Malami is itself an unlawful pronouncement as the AGF had gone 

overboard dishing out judgment on issues of such natures as if he were a law court. He 

added that it would also constitute gross abuse of court process for the federal government 

to expect the South West governors to file an action against it. Babalola (2020) also said the 

federal government should be the one to approach the court to seek redress, since it waited 

until after the formation of Amotekun before making its position known. The constitution 

says it is your duty to protect the interest of yourself and others and join together in doing 

so. The governors have the right to protect the well-being of its people; well-being means 

security of life and property of course, that was the aim of Amotekun. 

 

Conclusion  

It is important to note that in the face of alarming insecurity and killings in Nigeria. The 

Operation Amotekun security outfit is a project that symbolizes everything that is good 

that a Yoruba man represents. The massive support for Amotekun is a symbol that each 

Yoruba person, each citizen of Nigeria living in Yoruba land is an Amotekun. Especially, 

citizen that are well behaved, that conforms to the laws, that are not criminal, are all 

Amotekun. In fact, Amotekun is a child of circumstance to safe the Yoruba people from 

the hands of killers and criminals. The policemen and other security operatives have tried 

their best to tackle this issue and problem of killing innocent citizens but all efforts have 

proved abortive. Amotekun security outfit is design to think out of the box, so that the 

indigenous leaders and people have to go back to their cultural heritage and local 

intelligence that is within the locals to know who’s doing what is right and doing what is 

wrong. (Muyiwa Ige, 2020).  
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Amotekun security network has come to stay in Yoruba land. Amotekun security outfit 

involves everyone to be a brother keeper in information gathering in the urban centers and 

in the rural areas. Everybody in Yoruba land is Amotekun, if you see anything that is not 

right in your area, tell somebody, if it is wrong, it is wrong. Alert someone, let them tell 

someone else, the security operatives come in then there will be an arrest and prosecution 

in the law court. Operation of Amotekun involves the supernatural intervention of the 

gods to fight crime and criminality in the land. There is an overwhelming drive in Yoruba 

land today, there is a heightened sense of confidence and security that the people are 

satisfied with what is on the way. It is not illegal for the Yoruba to seek to complement the 

efforts of the federal government to secure the South West region. Amotekun security 

network is a pragmatic step to breathe new lease of life to issues of insecurity in the South 

West region. Amotekun security outfit has its roots in the constitution. It is constitutional, 

it is legal, it is proper (Afe Babalola, 2020). Amotekun was initiated to complement efforts 

of the conventional internal security agencies that appear to have been hampered by the 

absence of local intelligence gathering architecture. Amotekun when fully operational, 

would serve the purpose of the local information and intelligence gathering for processing 

usage by the conventional security agencies. Amotekun, would be supportive and not a 

replacement for the nation’s security agencies.  

 

Recommendations 

This study has come forth with the following recommendations to evaluate the role and 

benefit of Operation Amotekun security outfit in the South West region of Nigeria. 

 

1. Operation Amotekun security outfit would complement the role of the security 

agencies in Nigeria to curb crime and evil intruders in the South West region. 

Therefore, any attempt by politicians and evil people to pitch the federal government 

against the South West region is not a good thing for the country that desire 

restructuring, regionalism, and true federalism.  

 

2. In a true-federal system, the governor of the state is the Chief Security Officer of his or 

her state in accordance with the constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria. The 

presence of the agents of all the federal security organization in the state is to assist the 

governor to execute his/her security responsibility to the people of the state, the 

governor has the right and responsibility to complement any security apparatus 

architecture structure. Therefore, the South West governors have the power to form 

Amotekun security outfit to complement the police failure to fight crime in his/her 

state. 
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3. Policing in the South West region is nothing to write home about, the rural community 

is suffering the lack of proper policing, farmers are chase out of their farm by killer 

herdsmen armed with AK47 weapons and the policemen often look the other way. It 

would not help the federal government to write off the wishes of the people of the 

South West as Malami, AGF, has said Amotekun security outfit is illegal. Amotekun 

security outfit would help secure life and property of the people of the South West 

region. They would complement the police through information gathering to areas the 

federal police cannot penetrate.   

 

4. The Federal Government and Minster of Justice should support Operation Amotekun 

security outfit to operate effectively in the South West to erase the impression and 

suspicion that what the people of the South West want like protection of lives and 

property does not matter to the Federal Government of Nigeria. For this will threaten 

the unity and security of Nigeria as a federal system. It is not illegal to seek to 

complement the effort of the federal government to ensure the security of lives and 

properties in the South West region. 

 

5.  Amotekun is neither police nor army outfit but a community policing response to 

protect lives and means of livelihood of the people to which the South West Governors, 

leaders, politicians, and socio-cultural groups have positively responded. 

 

6. Amotekun security outfit is in tandem with the concept and dictum of self-

preservation and self defence, which is the first law of nature. When formal institution 

fails the Nigerian state, informal structures cannot but come to the rescue; except there 

is a deliberate plan to annihilate, wipe out, destroy and conquer a section of the 

country by another. Amotekun does not arrogate, assume, seize and usurp police or 

army functions to itself. 

 

7. It is hypocritical and insincere for the Northern states to be operating security outfits 

as Hisbah and civilian JTF. For example, Hisbah, is a sharia police that helps to enforce 

sharia in some states in the North, even though Nigeria is a secular state. Sad enough, 

why would a government that has failed in every facts of security provision to the 

people be grudge the South West the chance to Operate Amotekun security outfit that 

would protect lives and properties of the people in the region. The Yorubas are furious 

with Federal Government’s opposition to Amotekun. Truth be told, the Federal 

Government should dialogue with the South West governors to strengthen Operation 

Amotekun security outfit.  
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8. The federal government should amend the constitution to accommodate Operation 

Amotekun security outfit to fight crime and criminality. Amotekun should be allowed 

to collaborate with other conventional security agencies to combat insecurity 

challenges facing the country. Instead of thinking of how to ban it. Operation 

Amotekun remained the best solution to security challenges in the South West. The 

promoters of Amotekun should not be discouraged by the position of the federal 

government and the antagonists of the regional security outfit. Amotekuns has come 

to stay (Akinola, 2020). 
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